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IRODERICK RANDOM, 


In a Letter from a Gentleman at TWICEENHAM, 


to his Friend in Los Don. 


DeAx Sis, 
S ] have long held ail Novel and Romance 
to be no other than the Centanrs and Chi- 
eras of an extravagant imagination; I was ſcarce 


1 verſus Jed to caſt an eye on your garling RobkE- 


210k RaN DOM: However, your importunity at 


laſt prevailed, and, favoured by an idle hour, con- 


aducted me through ſeveral ſcenes of human life, 
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all de ny, ee natural, intereſting, and entertain - 


Where the ſentiment is founded in truth, I am 
dy no means an enemy to fable; which then ſerves 


as an agreeable medium, to convey the /ight of 
Ve. nature to the foul. 


Through the ordinary occurrences of life, we. 


ſeldom meet with any thing that effects or ſur- 
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prizes; and even on theſe rare occaſions there 
are few who reflect with delicacy, or permit the 
due impreſſion to dwell on their minds. 


Here then the author may agreeably interpoſe, 
and ſupply what is deficient in the object or the 


E 
obſerver. He may imagine or collect a number 
of choice incidents, that may at any time have 


happened through the infinite variety of human 


affairs; theſe he may connect and diſpoſe in an 
caly and natural order. He may thereupon form 
due inferences and inſtructive reflections; and by 


-uniting the whole in a few perſonated characters, 


may convey to every ſeparate reader, the improve- 


ment and experience. of ſeveral ages. 


It is thus alone, that whatever is dark or diſ- 
guſtful in mere precept, acquires a pleaſing light 
and influence; morality approaches as a friend, 
that is embodied and animated to our ſenſes; and 


we not only hear, but ſee and feel the euch of 


things. 


This method hath been authoriſed from the 
earlieſt times, in the example of the famed AÆſop, 
and a few others: but its beſt precedent and 


ſanction is derived from the ſeveral parables, di- 
vinely affecting, chrougout the old and new teſ- 


tament. 


To compaſs any thing conſiderable in this way, 


it is not ſufficient to have a brain like the mud of 


Nile, productive of monſtrous births, and half- 
formed conceptions : Your knights-adventurers at 


the pen, are ever knights errant from reaſon and 


common ſenſe. A fancy that takes judgment by 


the hand, an extenſive experience of men, man- 
ners, and misfortunes, a humour native and pecu- 
har, a clear head, are requiſite ; and above all, a 


feeling heart, that comprehends the full ſenſe 'of 


that line of Virgil, inexpreſſible by any other lan- 


. guage—dSuntlachryme rerum, et mentem morta- 
lia tangunt. 


1 


The critics, who framed laws for the Drama 


and Epic oem, derived thole very laws from the 


excellencics of the writers who had been eminent 


7 in that way; and :t is thus J acknowledge my- 
ſeltf particularly indebted to your favourite author, 


for this detail of talents that are requiſite for fa- 
ble. | | 


We further learn from this author, that cha- 
racers of vice may be made the molt conducive 
to the promotion of virtue For though virtue 
is in herſelf abſolutely amiable. and attractive, 


wen placed in a proper light, and remarked 


with due attention; yet vice can aſſume her gra- 
ces with ſo cunning a mimickry, that the detec- 
tion muſt come from eyes of uncommon diſcern- 


ment. 


It is in this material diſtinction that your au- 
thor is happy. He ſtrips vice of all that ſerved 


to adorn or diſguiſe. He lifts her to the light. 


He expoſes her native deformity. He gives her 
affections to redicule, and her allurements te 
deteſtation He places her in oppoſition to her 
adverſary ; and, by a contraſt ſo evident, demon- 
ſtrates that nothing is beneficent, that nothing is 
deſirable but virtue. 


The heads of moſt writers, in forming their 
characters, teem with an offspring little different 
from fortem gyam fortemgue cloanthum, a group 
of figures altogether twined, and only diſtinguiſh- 
able by ſubſcribing the name. But this author 
is peculiarly ſkilful at featuring his progeny ; at 
one glance we know each from the other ; and 
Bowling, Strap and Morgan, though cf equal 
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loſophy liſten and learn 
dis greateſt diſtreſs) Life is a voyage in which | 


„ we mult expect to meet with all weathers ; 
995 - 


* 


integrity, are as well noted as a courtier from an 


honeſt countryman. 


But what is truly moſt admirable in this ge- 
nius, is that variety in which he diſhes up virtue 
to the appetite. Where he once ſows the prin- 
ciple of goodneſs in the heart, the fruit is corre- | 


| ſpondent through an infinity of different produc- | 
tions. 
all manners, and equally eloquent in all dialects. 


He renders it equally faſhionable under 


Hear it from the mouth of his Tar! and let phi- | 
(Says Bowling in 


ſometimes it is calm, ſometimes rough; a fair 


e gale often ſucceeds a ſtorm; the wind does 
„ not always fit one way, and deſpair ſignifies 
nothing; but reſolution and fkil] are better 
„ than a ſtout veſſel : 
require no carpenter, and grow ſtronger the 
* more labour they undergo.” 


For why ? becauſe they 


J ſhall conclude with remarking the maſter- 


| ſtroke of this author in his character of Strap, 


whom he purpoſely diveſts of every talent and 


accompliſhment, to ſhew how amiable virtue is 


independent of all addition. This, indeed, was 


a ſingular atchievement, whereby he feelingly in- 


culcates this greateſt of morals ——< "Phat the 
&« heart is infinitely more eſtimable than the head, 
% that one dram of goodneſs outweighs a thou- 
« ſand pounds of underſtanding.” 


J am, Sir, Ec. 


OF THE: 
= | J 
e SECOND VOLUME. 
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—a milunderſtanding arifes between the 
captain and ſurgeon, through the ſcandalous 
aſperfions of Crampley—the captain dies 
Crampley ryrannizes over the ſurgeon, who 
falls a victim to his cruelty Jam alſo ill 
uſed the ſhip ſtrikes the behaviour of 
— and the ſeamen on that occaſion— 
get on ſhore, challenge the captain to ſingle 
combat — am treacherouſly knocked down, 
wounded and robbed. 1 
HAP. XX XVII. I get up, and craw] into 
a barn, where | am in danger of periſhing thro? 
the fear of the country people their inhuma- 
nity I am ſuccoured by a repnted witch 
her ſtory—— her advice — ſhe recommends 


the explains. 

HAP. XXXIX. My reception by that 2 
—— | become enamoured of Narciſſa re- 
count the particulars of my laſt misfortune 
acquire the good opinion of my miſtreſs 
-—AN account of the young Squire [ 
am made acquainted with more particulars of 
Narciffa's fituation—conceive a mortal hatred 
againſt Sir Timothy J examine my lady's li- 


hayiour, 


17 


FN. N ns 


HAP. XXXVII We depart for Europe 


me as a valet to a ſingle lady, whoſe — — 


brary and periormances—her extravagant be- 
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erer 
CHAP. XL. She is ſurprized at my learning 


communicates her performances to me] im. 
part ſome of mine to her am mortified at her 
faint praiſe—Narciſſa approves of my production 
I gain an involuntary conqueſt over the cook. 
wench and dairy-maid--their mutual reſentmentsÞ 4 
and inſinuations--the jealouſy of their lovers. 205 
CHAP. XL1. Narciſſa being in danger from theſf 
brutality of Sir Timothy, is reſcued by me, who 
revenge mylelt on my rival I declare my paſi-W 
on, and retreat to the ſea - ſide I am ſurround- 
ed by Smugglers. and carried to Bulloign—IM 
ſind my uncle heutenant Bowling, in great di- : 
ſtreſs, and relieve him our converſation. 3 
CHAP. XLII. He takes his paſſage in a cutter 
for Deal we are accoſted by a prieſt, whoſ 
proves to bs a Scottiſh-man his profeſſions of 
friendſhip——he is affronted by the lieutenant, 
who afterwards appeaſes him by ſubmiſſion ——| 
my uncle embarks—I am introduced by thei 
prieſt to a capuchin, in whoſe company | fei 
out for Paris - - the character of my fellow tra- 7 
 veller---an adventure on the road -I am hock. 
ed at his behaviour. al 
_ CHAP. XLIII. We lodge at a houſe near Ami- 
ens, where I am robbed. by the capuchin, hof 
eſcapes while J am afleep---I go to Noyons un 
fearch of him, but without ſucceſs--I make 1 
condition known to ſeveral people, but find nd] 
relief. 1 grow deſperate. join a company of ol 
diers--inliſt in the regiment of Picardy---we are 
ordered into Germany-- find the fatigues of thi 
march almolt intolerable--quarrel with my come 
rade in a diſpure upon politics---he challenge 
me to the field, wounds and diſarms me. 5 
| CHAP. XLIV. The Gaſcon does not uſe his vic 
tory with all the moderation that might har 


( 


( 
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been expected. In order to be revenged I learn 
the ſcience of defence · We join Mareſchal Duc 
de Noailles- are engaged with the allies at 
Dettingen, and put to flight —the behaviour 
of the French ſoldiers on that occaſion-· I induſ- 
triouſly ſeek another combat with the old Gaſcon 
and vanquiſh him in my turn- eur regiment is 
put into winter quarters at Rheims, where L 
find my friend Strap - our recognition - he ſup- 
plies me with money, and procures my diſcharge 
ve take a trip to Paris; from whence 
1 we ſet out for London, by the way of Flanders, 
di where we ſafely arrive. 63 
z) HAP. XLV. I enquire about my uncle, and 
ter underſtand he is gone to ſea---take lodgings at 
Who Charing-croſs--go to the play where 1 meet with 
ol an adventure--I go to an ordinary: the gueſts 
ant, ll deſcribed--become acquainted with Medlar and 
— | Dr Wagtail. | | „ 
the CHAP. XLVI. Wagtail introdudes me to a ſer 
fei of fine gentlemen, with whom I ſpend the evening 
tra- at the tavern--our converſation-the characters 
ock- of my new companions--the doctor is roaſted-- 
458 the iſſue of our debauch. 97 
\ni-FCHAP. XLVII. Strap communicates to me a 
who conqueſt he had made on a chandler's widow-- 
s inf finds himſelf miſerably miſtaken» - I go to an o- 
e i pera--admire Melinda--am cautioned by Ban- 
d rol ter---go to the aſſembly at Hampſtead- · dance 
fo with that young lady-- receive an inſolent meſ- 
e an fage from Bragwel, whoſe mettle is ſoon cool- 
of the led.-am in favour with my miſtreſs, whom I 
me viſit next day; and am bubbled out of eigh- 
enge teen guineas at cards - Strap triumphs at my ſuc- 
5:88 -ceſs, but is aſtoniſhed at my expence -- Banter 
5 comes to my lodging, is very farcaſtical at my 
have | | 
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expence, and borraws five guineas from me as 

a proof of his friendſhip. 112 
CHAP. XLVIII. We repair to the coffee- houſe, 
where we over- hear a curious diſpute between 
Wagtail and Medlar, which is referred to our 
deciſion---the doctor gives us an account of his 
experiment. -Medlar is roaſted by Banter, at 
the ordinary---the old gentleman's advice to 
me. 124 
CHAP. XLIX. I receive a challenge: --the con- 
ſequence of it--the quarrel being made up, l am 
put in arreſt, by the care and affection of Strap 
--but immediately releaſed upon explaining my 
affair---the behaviour of Mr O Regan and his 
two friends---I viſit Melinda, whom 1 divert 
with an account of the duel--i propoſe marriage 
--ſhe refers the matter to her mother, of whom 

I make a ſolemn demand of her daughter---the 
old lady's behaviour ——1 am diſcarded, reſent 
their diſdain. 130 
CHAP. L. I long to be revenged on Melinda — 
apply to Banter for his aſſiſtance 
he contrives a ſcheme for that purpoſe, which is 
put in execution with great been I make 
an attempt on the heart of Miſs Gripewell, but 
am diſappointed--grow melancholy at my diſap- 
pointment, and have recourſe to the bottle 
receive a billet-doux am raviſhed with the 
contents - find myſelf involved in an intrigue, 
which | imagined would make my fortune am 
confounded at my miltake, which baniſhes all 
thoughts of matrimony. 140 
CHAP. LI. I cultivate an acquaintance with 
| two noblemen--am introduced to Earl Strutwell 
if _ --his kind promiſe and invitation--the behaviour 
0 of his porter and lackey -- he receives me with an 
= appearance of uncommon affection- undertakes to 


_ 
-"—— 


T 


ſpeak in my behalf to the miniſter--informs me of 
his ſucceſs, and wiſhes me joy introduces a con- 
verſation about Petromus Arbiter--falls in love 
with my watch, which | preſs upon him. -] make 
a preſent of a diamond ring to Lord Straddle-- 
impart my good fortune to Strap, and Banter, 
who diſabuſes me, to my utter mortification. 154 


8 CHAP. LI. I attempt to recover my watch and 
jewel,but tono pu rpoſe--reſolve to revenge myſelf 


on Strutwell by my importunity- am reduced to 
my laſt guinea obliged to inform Strap of my 
neceſſity, who is almoſt diſtracted with the news 
but nevertheleſs obliged to pawn my beſt 
ſword: for preſent ſubliftence—that ſmall ſap- 
ply being exhauſted, J am almoſt ſtupified with 
my misfortunes—g0 to the gaming table, by 
the advice of Banter, and come off with unex- 
pected ſucceſs - Strap's extacy—Mrs Gawky 
waits upon me, profeſſes remorſe for her perfidy, 
and implores my aſſiſtance ] do myſelf a piece 
of juſtice by her means, and afterwards recon- 
eile her to her father. 165 


WJ CHAP. El. I purchaſe new cloaths--reprimand 


Strutwell and Straddle-- Banter propoſes another 
matrimonial ſcheme — I accept of his terms — 
ſet out for Bath in a ſtage coach, with the young 
lady and her mother the behaviour of an 
officer and a lawyer—our fellow travellers de- 
ſcribed—a ſmart dialogue between my miſtreſs 
and the captain. 177 


nab. LIV. Day breaking, I have the pleaſure 


of viewing the perſon of Miſs Snapper, whom 1 
had not ſeen before--the ſoldier is witty upon me 
--is offended, talk much of his valour--1s repri- 
manded by a grave gentlewoman--we are alarm- 
ed with the cry of highwaymen--I get out of the 
coach, aud ſtand on my defence—they ride off 


Nil 
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without having attacked us--I purſue them--ore 
of them is thrown from his horſe and taken---I 
return to the coach---am complimented by Miſs 
Snapper - the captain's behaviour on this occaſion 


the Prude reproaches me ina ſoliloquy--1 up- 


braid her in the ſame manner---the behaviour of 
Mrs Snaper at breakfaſt,diſobliges me--the law- 
yer is witty upon the officer, who threatens 
him, | | '185 


CH AP. Lv. I reſolve to ingratiate myſelf with the 


mother, and am favoured by accident the pre- 
ciſe Lady finds her huſband and quits the coach 
--- the captain is diſappointed of his dinner we 
arrive at Bath I accompany Miſs Snapper to 
the long-room, where ſhe is attacked by beau 
Nin, and turns the laugh againſt him I make 
love to her, and receive a check ſquire her to 
an aſſembly, where I am bleſt with the fight of 


my dear Narciſſa, which diſcompoſes me ſo 


much, that Miſs Snapper obſerving my diſorder, 
is at pains to diſcover the cauſe---1s piqued at 
the occaſion, and in our way home pays me a far- 
caſtic complimeat- I am met by Miſs Williams, 


Who is maid and confidante of Narciſſa- - ſhe 


acquaints me with her lady's regard for me while 
under the diſguiſe of a ſervant, and deſcribes the 
tranſports of Narciſſa, on ſeeing me at the aſ- 
ſembly, in the character of a gentleman--I am 


ſurpriſed with an account of her aunt's marriage, 


and make an appointment to meet Miſs Williams 
next day. - . -1Y 


| | Ly 
CHAP. LVI. I become acquainted with Nar- 


cilla's brother, who invites me to his houſe--where 
I am introduced to that adorable creature---after 
dinner the Squire retires to take his nap-- Free- 
man, gueſſing the ſituation of my thoughts, with - 
eraws likewiſe on pretence of buſinels--1 declare 
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my paſhon for Narciſſa- am well received 
charmed wr: hſherconverſation--the Squire detains 


us to ſupper---I elude his defign by ſtratagem, 


and get home ſober. 207 
HAP. LVII. Miſs Williams informs me of Nar- 
ciſſa's approbation of my flame—1 appeaſe the 
Squire--write to my miſtreſs, am bleſſed with an 
anſwer--begleave of her brother to dance with her 
at a ball; obtain his conſent and her's- enjoy a 
private converſation. with her — am perplexed 
with refletions---have the honour of appearing 
her partner at the ball--we are complimented by 
a certain Nobleman- hediſcovers fome ſymptoms 
of paſſion for Narcifſa--I am ſtung with jealouſy-- 
Narcifla alarmed, retires-—-I obſerve Melinda 
in the company——the Squire 1s captivated. by 
her beauty. 219 


ECHAP. LVIIT. Tortured with jealouſy, I go 


home and abuſe Strap---receive a meſſage from 
Narcifla, conſequence of which I haſten to her 
apartment, where herendearing aſſurances baniſh 
all my doubts and apprehenfions---ia my retreat 


= I diſcoverſomebody in the dark, whom ſuſpecting 


to be a ſpy, I reſolve to kill: But, to my great 
ſurpriſe, am convinced of his being no other than 
Strap--Melinda ſlanders me- become acquaint- 
ed with Lord Quiverwit, who endeavours to 
found me with regard to Narcifſa--the Squire is 
introduced to his lordſhip, and grows cold towards 
me---1 learn from my conſidante, that this no- 


bleman profeſſes honourable love to my miſtreſs, 


who continues faithful to me, notwithſtanding 
the ſcandalous reports ſhe has heard to my pre- 
judice— I am mortified with an aſſurance 
that her whole fortune depends on the pleaſure 
of her brother Mr Freeman condoles me en 
the decline of my character, which I vindicats 
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ſo much to his ſatisfaction that he undertakes 
to combat fame in my behalf. 230 
CHAP. LIX. I receive an extraordinary meſſage 
at the door of the long room, which | however en- 
ter, and affront the Squire, who threatens to take 
the law of me · I rebuke Melinda for her malice- 
ſhe weeps with vexation:- - Lord Quiverwit is ſe- 
vere upon me- I retort his ſarcaſm am received | 
with the utmoſt tenderneſs by Narcifla, who defires | 
to hear the ſtory of my life--we vow eternal con- 
ſtancy to one another--- I retire--am waked by a 
meſſenger, who brings a challenge from Quiver. 
wit, whom I meet, engage, and vanquiſh 237 
CHAP: LX. I am viſited by Freeman, with whom 
I appear in public, and am careffed--am ſent for 
by Lord Quiverwit, whoſe preſence | quit in a 
paſhon--Narcifla is carried off by her brother-- 
I intend to purſue him, and am diſſuaded by my 
friend---1 engage in play and loſe all my money 
--ſet- out for London--try my fortune at the ga- 
ming-table without ſucceſs— receive a letter from | 
Narcifſa —— bilk my taylor. 254 | 
CHAP. LXI. I am arrefted—carried to the 
1 Marſhalſca — find my old acquaintance Beau 
l Jackſon in that jail—he informs me of his ad- 
Wl)! ventures Strap arrives, and with difficulty is 
"nt comforted — Jackſon introduces me to a poet. 
I admire his converſation and capacity—am deep- 
ly affected with my misfortune—Strap hires him- 
ſelf as a journey man- barber, 262 
CHAP. LXII. I read Melopoyn's tragedy, 
and conceive a vaſt opinion of his genius—he 
recounts his adventures. 262 
CHAP. LXIII. The continuation and conclu- 
ſion of Mr Melopoyn's ſtory. 
CHAP. LXIV. I am ſeized with a deep me- 
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lancholy, and become a ſloven Il am relie- 
ved by my uncle — he prevails upon me to en- 
gage with his owners, as ſurgeon of the ſhip 
which he commands—he makes me a conſider- 
able preſent—entertains Strap as his ſteward 
I take my leave of my friends, and go on board 
the {hip arrives at the Downs. 290 
CHAP. LXV. I ſet out for Suſſex - conſult 
Mrs Sagely—atchieve an interview with Nar- 
cifſla—return to the ſhip—we get clear of the 
channel learn our deſtination we are 
chaſed by a large ſhip—The company are diſ- 
mayed, and eucouraged by the captain's ſpeech 
—our purſuer hapens to be an Engliſh man of 
war ve arrive on the coaſt of Guinea, pur- 
chaſe 400 negroes, ſail for Paraguay, get fafe 
into the river of Plate, and ſell our cargo to 
great advantage. | 300 
CHAP. LXVI. I am invited to the Villa of a 
Spaniſh Don, where we meet with an Engliſh 
gentleman, and make a very intereſting diſco- 
very—we leave Buenos- Ayres, and arrive at 
Jamaica. 311 
HAP. LXVII. I viſit my old friend Thom- 
ſon----we ſet ſail for Europe, meet with an odd 
adventure---;arrive in England----I ride acroſs 
the country from Portſmouth to Suffex-----con- 
verſe with Mrs Sagely, who informs me of Nar- 
ciſſa's being in London in conſequence of this 
intelligence, J proceed to Canterbury 
meet with my old friend Morgan-------arrive at 
London----yiſit Narciſſa introduce my father 
to her-------he is charmed with her good ſenſe 
and beauty we come to a determination of de- 
manding her brother's conſent to our marri- 


Age. | 323 


_ Purchaſe our paternal eſtate 


„ (ol gy oh wig 3 
CHAP. LXVIII. My father makes a preſent 


to Narciſſa the letter is diſpatched to her bro- 
ther -I appear among my acquaintance Ban- 
ter's behaviour -the Squire refuſes his conſent 
----my uncle comes to town approves of my 
choice----I am married we meet the Squire 
and his lady at the play our acquaintance is 
courted. 336 


_ CHAP. LXIX. My father intends to viſit the 


Place of his nativity we propoſe to accom- 
pany him my uncle renews his will in my 
favour, determining to go to ſea again---we ſet 
our for Scotland-------arrive at Edinburgh------- 
proceed to it 
halt at the town where I was educated---- 
take up my bond to Crab the behaviour of 
Potion and his wife, and one of my female cou- 
{ins----our reception at the eſtate Strap mar- 


Ties Miſs Williams, and is ſettled by my father 
to his own ſatisfaction- IL am more and more hap- 


BY: 344 
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We depart for Europe — a miſunderſtanding ariſes between 
the captain and ſurgeon, through the ſcandalous aſperſions of- 
Crampley—— the captain dies—Crampley tyrannizes over 
the ſurgeon, who falls a victim to bis cruelty —1 ow 
alſo ill uſed——tbe Jorp firikes——the behaviour of Cram- 
pley and the ſeamen on that occaſion——1 get on ſhore, cha!- 
lenge the captain to ſingle combat—am treacheroufly knocked 
doun, wounded and robbed. ' 


NAT OW that I could return to my native 
country in a creditable way, I felt excef- 
ſive pleaſure in finding myſelf out of fight of that 
fatal iſland, which has been the grave of ſo ma- 
ny Europeans; and as I was accommodated with 
every thing to render the paſſage agreeable, I re- 
folved to enjoy myſelf as much as the inſolence 
of Crampley would permit.—— This iofidious 
{landerer had found means already to cauſe a 
miſunderſtanding between the ſurgeon and cap- 
Voz. Il. A. 7 
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tain, who by his age and infirmities was render- 
ed intolerably peeviſh, his diſpoſition having 
alſo been ſoured by a long courſe of difappoint- 
ments. He had a particular averſion to all 
young men, . eſpecially to ſurgeons, whom he 
conſidered as unneceſtary animals on board of a 
ſnip.—In conſequence of theſe ſentiments, he 
never conſulted the doctor, notwithſtanding his 
being ſeized with a violent fit of the gout and 
gravel, but applied to a caſ of Holland-gin, 
which was his ſovereign preſcription againſt all | 

diſtempers ; But whether he was at this time 
too ſparing, or took an overdoſe of his cordial, i 
certain it is, he departed in the night without any 
ceremony, which indeed was a thing he always 
deſpiſed, and was found ſtiff next morning, to 


the no ſmall ſatis faction of Crampley, who ſuc- 


ceeded to the command of the veſſel. — For that 
very reaſon, Mr Tomlins and 1 had no cauſe to 
rejoice at this eyent, fearing that the tyranny of 
our new commander would now be as unlimited 
as his power. The firſt day of his com- 


mand juſtified our apprehenſion: For on pretence 


that the decks were too much crowded, he or- 
dered the ſurgeon's hen coops, with all his fowls, 
to be thrown over-board ; and at the ſame time 
prohibited him and me from appearing on the 
quarter-deck. Mr Tomlins could not help com- 
plaining of theſe injuries, and in the — of his 
expoſtulation dropped ſome haſty words, of which 
Crampley taking hold, confined him to his cab- 
bin, where, in a few days, for want of air, he 
was attacked by a fever, which ſoon put an end 
to his life, after having made his will, by which 
he bequeathed all his eſtate, perſonal and real, 


to his faſter, and left to me his watch and inſtru- 


\ 
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ments, as remembrances of his friendſhip.—— 1 
was penetrated with grief on this melancholy oc- 
caſion! the more becauſe there was no body on 
board, to whom I could communicate my griefs, 
or of whom ] could receive the leaſt conſolation, 
or advice. Crampley was ſo far from dif- 
covering the leaſt remorſe for his barbarity, at the 
news of the ſurgeon's death, that he inſulted his 
memory in the molt abuſive manner, and affirm- 
ed he had poiſoned himfelf out of pure fear, 
dreading. to be brought to a court-martia] for 
mutiny; for which reaſon, he would not ſuffer 
the ſervice of the dead to be read over his body 
before it was thrown over board,  _ | 
Nothing but a ſpeedy deliverance could have 
ſupported me under the brutal ſway of this ba- 
ſhaw; who to render my life the more irkſome, 
ſignified to my meſs-mates, a deſire that | ſhould 
de expelled from their ſociety, —.— This was 
no ſooner hinted, than they granted his requeſt; 
and I was fain to eat in a ſolitary manner by 
myſelf during the reſt of the paſſage, which 


ace however ſoon drew to a period. 

or- We had been ſeven weeks at ſea, when the 
Ils, gunner told the captain, that by his reckoning 
me we mult be in ſoundings, and deſired he would 
the order the lead to be heaved. Crampley 


ſwore he did not know how to keep the ſhip's 


his way, for we were not within an hundred leagues 
ich of ſoundings, and therefore he would not give 
ab- himſelf the trouble to caſt the lead. ͥ(ͥ( - Ac- 
he cordingly, we continued our courſe all that af- 


ternoon and night, without ſhortening ſail, 


ich though the gunner pretended to diſcover Scilly 
eal, light; and next morning proteſted in form a- 
rue eainſt the captain's conduct: for which he 


which way the ſhore lay, we were obliged to 


encreaſed, and the waves beat againſt the ſloop 


* away the maſt, in order to lighten her ; this was 


cuſtom, broke up the cheſts belonging to the 


doing, he replied very calmly, „I only want to 
„ taſte the purſer's rum, that's all, maſter.”--- 


the plunderer) let us live while we can. 
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was put in confinement.--------- We diſcovered 
no land all that day, and Crampley was ſtill fo 
infatuated as to negle& ſounding : But at three 
o'clock in the morning, the ſhip ſtruck, and 
remained faſt on a ſand bank. his accident 
alarmed the whole crew; the boat was immedi- 
ately hoiſted out, but as we could not diſcern 


wait for day-light. In the mean time, the wind 


with ſuch violence, that we expected ſhe would 
have gone to pieces. The gunner was releaſed 
and conſulted : He adviſed the captain to cut 


performed without ſucceſs : The ſailors. ſeeing 
things in a deſperate ſituation, according to 


officers, dreſſed themſelves in their cloaths, 
drank their liquors without ceremony; and 
drunkenneſs, tumult, and confuſion, enſued, —— 
In the midſt of this uproar, I went below to ſe- 
cure my own effects; and found the carpenter's 
mate hewing down the purſer's cabin with 
his hatchet, whiſtling all the while with great 
compoſure. When I aſked his intention in fo 


At that inſtant the purſer coming down, and 
ſeeing his effects going to wreck, complained 
bitterly of the injuſtice done to him, and aſked 
the fellow what occaſion he had for liquor, 
when in all likelihood he would be in eternity 
in a few minutes. „“ All's one for that „(id 


0 Miſerable wretch thou art! (cried the purſer) 
% what muſt be thy lot in the other wu 1 
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red chou dieſt in the commiſſion of robbery ??--- 
ſo Why, hell, I ſuppoſe, (replied the other, with 
rec great deliberation },”” while the purſer fell on 
and is knees and begged of heaven that we might 


ot all periſh for the ſake of one Jonas. 
During this dialogue I cloathed myſelf in my 
beſt apparel, girded on my hanger, ſtack my 


to MPiſtols loaded in my belt, diſpoſed of all my 
ind aluable moveables about my perſon, and came 
oop ſpon deck with a reſolution of taking the firſt 


Wo pportunity to get on ſhore, which, when the 
day broke, appeared at the diſtance of three 
Wiles a head.---Crampley finding his efforts to 
get the ſhip off ineffectual, determined to con- 


ing lult his own ſafety, by going into the boat, 
to Www iich he had no ſooner done, than the ſhip's 
the company followed ſo fait, that ſhe would have 


ſunk along-fide, had not ſome one wiſer than 
the reſt cut the rope and put off.-------- But be- 
fore this happened, I had made ſeveral attempts 
to get in, and was always baulked by the cap- 


er's WH tain, who was fo eager for excluding me, that 
vich be did not mind the endeavours of any other 
reat BW body.------Enraged at this inhuman parvality, 
ſo ad ſeeing the rope cut, I pulled one of my 


piſtols from my belt, and cocking it, ſwore I 
would ſhoot any man who would preſume to ob- 


and WW {truck my entrance. So ſaying, I leaped with my 
ned full exertion, and got on board the boat with the 
ced los of the ſkin off one of my ſhins.------ I chan- 
10r, ced in my deſcent to , overturn Cramp'ey, who 
nity no ſooner got up than he ſtruck at me ſeveral 
{aid times with a cutlaſs, and ordered the men to 
-- crow me (overboard; but they were too an- 
＋ xious about their own ſafety to mind what 
11 


he ſaid. . Though the boat was very deep- 


I ſet foot on ferra firma, my indignation, ; 


_ Piſtols, that he might take his choice: He 3 


given to his ſervant when he received the pif- 6 
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ly loaded, and the ſea terribly high, we mad: | 
ſhift to get upon dry land in leſs than an hour 
after we parted from the ſloop.---As ſoon a; 


which had boiled ſo long within me, broke 
out againſt Crampley, whom I immediately 
challenged to ſingle combat, preſenting my i 


took one without heſitation, and before I 
could cock the other, fired in my face, throw- 
ing the piſtol after the ſhot.------I felt myſelf i 
ſtunned, and imagining the bullet had entered 
my brain, diſcharged mine as quick as poſſible, 
that 1 might not die unrevenged ; then flying W 
upon my antagoniſt, knocked out ſeveral of 
his fore - teeth with the but-end of the piece; 
and would certainly have made an end of him 
with that inſtrument, had he not diſengaged Þ 
himſelf, and ſeized his cutlaſs, which he had 


tol. Seeing him armed in this manner, I drew | 
my hanger, and having flung my piſtol at his 
head, cloſed with him in a tranſport of fury, 
and thruſt my weapon into his mouth, which | 
it enlarged on one ſide to his ear. Whe- 
ther the fmart of this wound dilconcerted him, 
or the unevenneſs of the ground made him 
reel, I know not, but he ftaggered ſome paces 
back: I followed cloſe, and with one ſtroke 
cut the tendons of the back of his hand, upon 
which his cutlaſs dropt, and he remained de- 
fenceleſs. ------1 know not with what cruelty 
my rage might have inſpired me, if I had not 
at that inſtant been felled to the ground by a 
blow on the back part of my. head, which de- 
prieved me of all ſenſation,----- When I reco- 
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Pered the uſe of my underſtanding, I found my- 
elf alone in a deſolate place, ſtript of my 
loaths, money, watch, buckles, and every 


on, hing but my ſhoes, ſtockings, breeches, and 
oke irt. What a diſcovery muſt this be to me, 
rely ho but an hour before, was worth ſixty gui- 
my eas in caſh! I curſed the hour of my birth, 
He e parents that gave me being, the ſea that 
> I id not ſwallow me up, the poignard of the 
W. nemy which could not find the way to my 
ſelf cart, the villany of thoſe who had left me in 
red iat miſerable condition; and in the extacy of 
ble, Mpeſpair, reſolved to lie ſtill where I was and 
ing Periſh. 


— 9 9 1 8 , * 


CHAP. XXXVIII. 


8 

rew get up, and crawl into a barn, where J am in danger f 
his Periſbing through the fear of the country people—their in- 
ury, a humanity—T am ſuccoured by a reputed witch---ber fe- 


ber advice——ſhe recommends me & a valet {9 & 
Bk lady, whoſe character ſhe explains. 


Duras I lay ruminating, my paſſion infen- 
$ ſibly abated ; I conſidered my ſituation 


aces 

oke quite another light from that in which it 
pon Mppeared to me at firſt, and the reſult of my 
os cliberation was to get up if J could, and crawl 
elty che next inhabited place for aſſiſtance. 
not Vith ſome difficulty I got upon my legs, and 
y 2 aving examined my body, found I had recei- 
Je. ed no other injury than two large contuſed 


rounds, one on the fore, and another on the 


butt-end of a piſtol, 1 looked towards the 6 3 


in the road picked up a ſeaman's old jacket 


8 THE ADVENTURES OP 


hinder part of my head ; which ſeemed to i ; 
occaſicned by the ſame weapon, namely, th: 


but could diſcern no remains of the ſhip:| 1 


which made me conclude ſhe had gone 4 
pieces, and that thoſe who remained in her he 
periſhed ; but as I afterwards learned, tl 
gunner, who had more ſagacity than Cre | 
obſerving that it was flood when we left he 
and that ſhe would poſhbly float at high-warer, AY 
made no noiſe about getting on ſhore, but co 
tinued on deck, in hopes of bringing her fat 
into ſome harbour, after the commander ha! 
deſerted her, for which he expected, no doub.l ; 
to be handſomely rewarded.---This he accord. 
ingly performed, and was promiſed great thing 4 
by the admiralty for ſaving his Majeſty's ſhip; : | 
but 1 never heard he reaped the fruits of his e- : 3 
peCtation.---As for my owp part, I directed "i 


courſe towards a {mall cottage I perceived, an 2 
3 


which, J ſuppoſe, the thief who dreſſed himſelf 4 
in my cloaths had thrown away; this was i 
very comfortable acquiſition to me, who wil 
almoſt ſtiff with cold: I therefore put it o 
and as my natural heat revived, .my wounds 
which had left off bleeding, burſt out afreſh ; if 
that finding myſelf exceſively exhauſted, I 4 
about to lie down in the fields, when I diſco 
vered a barn on my left-hand, within a ſew yar 
of me; thither J made ſhift to ſtager, and fin 
ing the door open went in, but ſaw nobody; 
upon which | threw myſelf upon a truſs of tra A 
hoping to be relieved by ſome perſon or other. 
1 bad not Jain here many minutes, when ] 5 
countryman come in W.th a pitch fork in hi! 
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and, which he was upon the point of thruſting 


0 b Mato the ſtraw that concealed me, and in all pro- 
the "I dability would have done my bufineſs, had J 
lenor uttered a dreadful groan, after having effay- 

ſhip: d in vain to ſpeak.---This melancholy note a- 

© MWrmed the clown, who ſtarted back, and diſco- 
begered a body all beſmeared with blood, ſtood 


rembling, with the pitch-fork extended before 
im, his hair erect, his eyes ſtaring, bis noſtrils 
ilated, and his mouth wide open.--- At another 
me, I ſhould have been much diverted with 
his figure, which preſerved the fame attitude 
ery near a quarter of an hour, daring which 
ime I made many unſucceſsful} efforts to im- 
fore his compaſſion and aſſiſtance ; but my 
ongue failed me, and my language was only a 
epetition of groans : At length an old man ar- 
ived, who ſeeing the other in ſuch a poſture, 
Ned « Mercy upon en! the leaads bewitch'd ! 
--- why, Dick, beeſt thou beſayd thyſelf!“ꝰ 
Dick, without moving his eyes from the object 
hat terrified him, replied, „O vather ! vather { 
here be either the devil or a dead mon: [ 
* doant know which o'en, but a groans woun- 
„ dily.” . The father, whoſe eye - fight was 
zone of the belt, pulled out his ſpectacles, ard 
aving applyed them to his noſe, reconnoitred 
1e over his ſon's ſhoulders : But no ſooner did 
e behold me, than he was ſeized with a fit of 
aking, even more violent than Dick's, and 
vith a broken accent addreſſed mg thus: © In 
{ the name of the Vather, Zun, and Holy 
* Ghoſt, I charge you, an you been Satan, to 
begone to the Red-Zea ; but an you be a 
* moordered mon, ſpeak, that you may have a 


* chriſtom burial,” ——— AS ] was not in a con- 
Vor. II. B 


{trav,i 
ler. 
ſaw 2 
in hi! 


and felt my ſpirits decay apace, when an aa 3 
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dition to ſatisfy him in this particular, he re. 3 
peated his conjuration to no purpoſe; and they 3 
continued a good while in the agonies of fear, 
At length the father propoſed, that the fon 
ſhould draw nearer and take a mare epa 
view of the apparition : but Dick was of opini. 
on that his father ſhould advance firſt, as be. 
ing an old man paſt his labour, and if he re. 3 ; 
ceived any miſchief, the loſs would be the ſmal- 4 : 
ler; whereas he himſelf might eſcape, and be 
uſeful in his generation. »----- This prudential | 
reaſon had no effect upon the ſenior, who till! 
kept Dick between me and him.---In the mean 
time 1 endeavoured to raiſe one hand as a ſig- ll 
nal of diſtreſs, but had only ſtrength ſufficien 4 
to cauſe a ruſtling among the ſtraw, which di. 
compoſed the young peaſant ſo much, that he 3 I 
iprung out at the door, and overthrew his fa- 
ther in his flight.---The old gentleman would 
not ſpend time in getting up, but crawled 
backwards like a crab, with great ſpeed, till be 
had got over the threſhold, mumbling exor- i 
ciſms all the way.---I was exceedingly mortiſ- i 
ed to find myſelf in danger of periſhing throug! I 3 
the ignorance and cowardice of theſe clowns ; if 


woman entered the barn, followed by the two 
fugitives, and with great intrepidity advanced Bi 
ro the place where I lay, ſaying, „If it be the 
« devil I fearn not, and for a dead mon a can 
& do us no harm.”---When ſhe ſaw my condi- 
tion, ſhe cried, <4 Here be no devil, but in your | 
« en fools head---Here be a poor miſerable 
4 wretch, bleeding to death, and if he dies, we 
£© muft be at the charge of burying him; there- 
$f fore, Dick, go vetch the old wheel-barroy 
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N and putten in, and carry him fto good man 
Vi « Hodge's back door, he is more eable than 
10 : « we to lay out money upon poor vagrants.“ .. 
ling er advice was taken, and immediately put in 
fink execution: I was rolled to the other farmer's 


oor, where I was tumbled out like a heap of 


1550 : ung; and would certainly have fallen a prey to 
11 WW hogs, if my groans had not diſturbed the fa- 


Nrily, and brought ſome of them out to view my 
WB: oation.---But Hodge reſembled the Jew more 
han the good Samaritan, and ordered me to be 
arried to the houſe of the parſon, whoſe bu- 
oeſs it was to practiſe as well as to preach 

. > barity: obſerving that it was ſufficient for hin! 
9 Wo pay his 9 toward the maintenance of the 
| I oor belonging to his own parifh.--- When I 
| 6. vas ſet down at the vicar's gate, he fell into a 
wal Nighty paſſion, and threatened to excommuni- 
1 4 ate him who ſent, as well as thoſe who brought 
18 ne, unleſs they would move me immediately 
e o another place.---------- About this time 1 
50 fainted with the fatigue I had undergone, and 
ho I afterwards underſtood, that I was bandicd from 
dug Moor to door through a whole village, nobody 
Having humanity enough to adminiſter the Ieaft 
elief to me, until an old woman, who was ſuſ- 
pected of witchcraft by the neighbourhood, hcar- 
ng of my diſtreſs, received me into her houſe, 
and having dreſſed my wounds, brought me to 
yſelf with cordials of her own preparing. 
was treated with great care and tenderneſs 
dy this grave matron, who, after 1 had reco- 
ered ſome ſtrength, defired to know the par- 
iculars of my laſt diſaſter. - This piece 
of ſatisfaction 1 could not refuſe to one who 


tad fared my life, therefore related all my ad- 


two 
e the 
ondi- 
your i 
rable 
8, we 
here: 
roy 


ventures without exaggeration or reſerve. She 


gone, and drew a happy preſage of my future liſe 1 
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ſeemed ſurprized at the viciſſitudes I had under- 


from my paſt ſufferings, then launched out into 
the praiſe of adverſity with ſo much ardour and 
good ſenſe, that 1 concluded ſhe was a og 4 
who had ſeen better days, and conceived a long- 
ing defire to hear her ſtory.--------- She percei- 
ed my drift by ſome words I dropped, and 4 
ſmiling, told me, there was nothing either en- | 
tertaining or extraordinary in the courſe of her | 
fortune; but however, ſhe would communicat: 
it to me, in conſideration of the confidence | 
1 had repoſed in her.. . It is of little con. 
« ſequence (ſaid ſhe) to tell the names of my pa- 
é rents who are dead many years ago: let t 
« ſuffice to aſſure you, they were wealthy, and 
& had no other child than me, ſo that I was 
% looked upon as heireſs to a conſiderable eſtate, 
„ and teized with addrefſes on that account, 
* Among a number of my admirers there was a | 
young gentleman of no fortune, whoſe ſol: BY 
dependence was on his promotion in the ar- 
% my, in which at that time he bore a lieute- i 


* nant's commiſhon.------I conceived an affec- | 


« tion for this amiable officer, which in a lion: 
time encreaſed to a violent paſſion, and with- | 
cut entering into minute circumſtances, mar- 
*« ried him privately.---We had not enjoyed one 2 
„ another long, in ſtolen interviews, when he 
« was ordered with his regiment to Flanders ; 
© but before he ſet out, it was agreed between 
& us, that he ſhould declare our marriage to my 
father by letter, and implore his pardon for 
„the ſtep we had taken without his approba- 1 
tion. - This was done while J was abroad i I 


der- 
into 3 
and ; . 
rlon 3 6 
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viſiting 3 and juſt as I was about to return 
home, I received a letter from my father, im- 
porting, that ſince J had ated fo undutifully 
and meanly, as to marry a beggar, without his 
privity or conſent, to the diſgrace of his fami- 
ly, as well as the diſappointment of his hopes, 
he renounced me to the miſerable fate I had 
entailed upon myſelf, and charged me never to 
ſet foot within his doors again. This rigid 
ſentence was confirmed by my mother, who, 
in a poſtſcript, gave me to underſtand that her 
ſentiments were exactly conformable to thoſe 
of my father, and that L might fave myſelf the 
trouble of making any applications, for her re- 
ſolution was unalterable. ——— Thunder- ſtruck 
with my evil fortune, I called a coach, and 
drove to my huſband's lodgings, where I tound 
him waiting the event of his Jetter, J hough 
he could eaſily divine by my looks, the iſſue of 
his declaration, he read with great ſteadineſs 
the epiſtle I Had Teceived ; and with a ſmile 
full of tenderneſs, which I ſhall never forget, 
embraced me, ſaying, [ believe the good lady 
your mother might have ſpared herſelf the 
tfouble of the laſt part of her paſiſeript.— 
Well my dear Betty, yow muſt lay ajide all 
thoughts of a coach, till I can procure the 
command of a reginment.— This unconcerned 
behaviour, while it enabled me to ſupport my 
reverſe of fortune, at the ſame time endear- 
ed him to me the more, by convincing me of 
his diſintereſted views in eſpouſing me. 
I was next day boarded in company with the 
wife of another officer, who had long been 
the friend and confidant of my huſband, at 


a village not far from London, where they 
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00 « parted with us in the moſt melting manner, 4 | 
160 « went to Flanders, and were killed in ſight a 9 
1 « one another at the battle of the wood. —— 
% ul: & Why ſhould I tire you with a deſcription of Ml 
| We « our unutterable ſorrow at the fatal news ( 
3 « this event, the remembrance of which now fis 
ij « my aged eyes with tears? When our grief ſub- 
N & ſided a little, and reflection came to our aid, = 4 
WW « we found ourſelves deſerted by the whole 
hl „% world, and in danger of periſhing for want: | 
my 60 whereupon we made application for the pen- 
ij “ fon, and were put upon the lift. Then vow- 


4 ing eternal friendſhip, ſold our jewels and ſu- BY 
“ perfluous cloaths, retired to this place (which 
cc is in the county of Suſſex) bought this little 3 

« houſe, where we lived many years in a ſolitary 
« manner, indulging our mutual forrow, till ir 
«« pleaſed heaven to call away my compani- 
“ on, two years ago; ſince which time 1 have 


e lingered out an unhappy being, in hopes of 2 


1 ce ſpeedy diſſolution, when J promiſe myfelf the 
11 « eternal reward of all my cares.———1n the 
| ll « mean time, (continued ſhe) I mult inform you i 
1 « of the character | bear among my neighbours. 
1 cc My converſation being different from 
WM: « that of the inhabitants of the village, my re- 
| i e cluſe way of life, my ſkill in curing diſtempers, 

1 « which I acquired from books ſince 1 ſettled 
1 „ here, and laſtly, my age, have made the com- 
1 % mon people look upon me as ſomething pre- 
1,8 « ternatural, and J am actually at this bour be. 
1 „ lieved to be a witch. The parſon of the 
144 „ pariſh, whoſe acquaintance I have not been at 

i & much pains to cultivate, taking umbrage at 


„my ſuppoſed diſreſpect, has contributed not I 
& a little towards the confirmation of this opini- M 
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nion, by dropping certain hints to my preju- 
« dice, among the vulgar, who are allo very 
© much ſcandaiized at my entertaining this poor 


_ tabby cat with the collar about her neck, 
—_H_ MEE: 0 favourite of my deceaſed com- 


fills panion.“ 
fab The whole behaviour of this venerable perſon 
aid, eas ſo primitive, innocent, ſenſible, and humane, 


iar 1 contracted a filial reſpec for her, and beg- 
ed her advice with regard to my future conduct, 
s ſoon as 1 was in a condition to act for myſelf, 


3 ö phe diſſuaded me from a deſign I had formed of 
u. ravelling to London in hopes of retrieving my 
nich Hoaths and pay, by returning to my ſhip, which, 


y this time, I read in a newſpaper, was ſafely ar- 
3 ved | in the river Thames. Becauſe (ſaid ſhe) 

you run the hazard of being treated not only 
© as a deſerter in quitting the ſloop, but alſo as a 
* mutineer in aſſaulting your commanding offi- 


have 
of z cer, to the malice of whoſe revenge you will 
be moreover expoſed.” She then promiſed to 
the ecommend me as a ſervant to a ſingle lady of 


er acquaintance, who lived in the neighbour- 
ood with her nephew, who was a young fox- 
Panter of great fortune, where I might be very 
Happy, provided 1 could bear with the diſpoſition 
ad manners of my miſtreſs, which was ſome- 
rhat whimſical and particular. ——— But above all 
Fhings, ſhe counſelled me to conceal my ſtory, 
he knowledge of which would effectually poiſon 
Wy entertainment : for it was a maxim amongſt 
oſt people of condition, that no gentleman in 
Wiſtreſs ought to be admitted into a family, as a 
Womeſtic, leaſt he become proud, lazy, and inſo- 
; 1 . was fain to embrace this humble propo- 
becauſe my affairs were deſperate ; and in A 
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„ own health, by ſitting up with her whole 
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few davs was hired by this lady, to ſerve in es 
lity of her footman; being repreſented by ny 
hoſteſs, as a young man, who having been cli J 
to fea by his relations againſt his inclination, 1 
was ſhipwrecked and robbed, which had encreal. 
ed his diſguſt to that way of lite ſo much, thai 


he rather choſe to go to fervice on ſhore than 


enter himſelf on board of any other ſhip.— Be- 
fore ] took poſſeſſion of my new place, the gave 
me a ſketch of my miſtreſs's character, that I 


might know better how to regulate my condud, 


40 
66 
e 
66 
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cc 


years, not ſo remarkable for her beauty, as 
her learning and taſte, which is famous al 
over the country. Indeed ſhe is a perfect fe. 
male virtuoſi, and ſo eager after the purſuit of 


to a degree of fluttiſhneſs ; this negligence, 


6c 
CC 


«« her own way, which is ſomething extraordinz: 
«« ry, and gratifies her in all her whimſical de- 
« ſires. — Her apartment is at ſome diſtar-: 
« from the other inhabited parts of the houle; 
4e and conſiſts of a dining-room, bed-chamber, 
« and ſtudy : She keeps a cook-maid, waiting: 


« woman, and footman of her own, and ſeldom i 


6 eats or converſes with any of the family, but 
„ her niece, who is a very lovely creature, and 
e humours her aunt often to the prejudice of her 


nights together; for your miſtreſs is too much 
+ of a philoſopher to be ſwayed by the cuſtom: 


** Your lady (ſaid ſhe) is a maiden of forty 


knowledge, that ſhe neglects her perſon even 


together with her contempt for the male part 
of the creation, gives her nephew no great 
e concern, as by that means he will probably 
e keep her fortune, which is conſiderable in the 
4 family. He therefore permits her to live in 
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people do. —Among 
4 | 3 ; 
profeſſes the principles of Roficrucius, and be- 
ſieves the earth, air, and ſea, are inhabited by 
; Inviſible beings, with whom it is poſſible for 
the human ſpecies, to entertain correſpondence 
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of the world, and never ſſeeps or eats as other 
other odd notions, ſhe 


and intimacy, on the eaſy condidon of living 


Be-. 

= = | chaſte. —As ſhe hopes one day to be admitted 

ry into an acquaintance of this kind, ſhe NO ſooner 

1,0 heard of me and my cat, than ſhe paid me a 

om il viſit, with a view, as ſne has lince owned, to bo 

* ( introduced to my familiar ; and was greatly 

„ mortified to find herſelf difappointed in her 

+ be. expectation. Being by this vitonary turn ot 

re mind, abſtracted as it were from the world, 
mm ſhe eannot advert to the common Occurrences 

ce, of life; and therefore is frequently ſo abſent 
pan * as to commit very ſtrange miſtakes and extra- 

wee 3 vagancies, which you will do well to rectify 

ably and repair, as your prudence will ſuggeſt. 

: the 

e in L = 1 — —_——— — — 

dina- 

| de- 5 | 

3 „„ AEXIL. 

uſe ; 2 

5 Ty reception by that lady — I becoue enamonred of Nerf 
5 —recount the particulars of my laſt misfortune ucqmre 

ting: e god opinion of my miſtreſs - an account of ide young 
dom $qire---T am made acquainted with more particulars ef 
but Norcye's ſituatin ——concerve 2 mortal hatred againſt 
Ne Sir Timothy---T examine my lady's library and performan= 

| het ces. ober extravagant bebaviours g | 

hole RE} 

EY RAUGHT with theſe uſeful inſtructions, I 

Loni repaired to the houſe of her habitation, and 


vas introduced by the waitipg- woman, to the no. 


. [ „ 7 
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ſence of my lady, who had not before ſeen me. 
Ste fat in her ſtudy, with one foot on the ground, 
and the other upon an high ſtool at ſome diſtance, i 


from her ſeat ; her ſandy locks hung down in 2 
diſorder, | cannot call beautiful, from her lead, 
which was deprived of its coif, for the benefit of 
ſeratching with one hand, while ſhe held te 
{tump of a pen in the other.— Her fore- head wa 


ligh and wrinkled, her eyes large, grey and pro- 
minent; her noſe long, ſharp and acquiline 


her work of vaſt capacity; her viſage meaor: i 


and freckled, and ber chin peeked like a ſhoe. 
maker's paring knife: Her upper lip contained: 
large quantity of plain Spaniſh, which, by con. 


tinual falling, had embroidered her neck. tba 
as not naturally very white, and the breaſt «i 
her gown, that flowed looſe about her with | 


negligence truly poetic, diſcovering linen thai 
was very fine, and to all appearance never wa/. 2 
ed but in Caſtalian flreams.. Around her |= 
heaps of books, globes, quadrants, teleſcopes 4 


and other learnęd apparatus: Her ſnuff. bos 1 


ſtood at her right-hand, at her left lay her hand 
kerchief ſufficiently uſed, and a convenience Mil 
ſpit i in, appeared on one fide of her chair.— Be. 2 
ing in a reverie when we entered, the maid div 
not think proper to diſturb ber ; ſo that wi 
waited ſome minutes unobſerved, during which 
lime, ſhe bit the quil ſeveral times, altered he 
poſition, made many wry faces, and at length 
with an air of triumph, repeated aloud, 


cc Nor dare the immortal Gods wy rage oppoſe!" 


Haviog committed her ſucceſs to paper, ſhe 
turned towards the door, and perceiving u 
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rid, ** What's the matter?“ „ Here's the 
young man (replied my conductreſs) whom 
Mrs Sagely recommended as a footman to 
Four Ladyſhip.” On this information ſhe 
Wtarcd in my face a conſiderable time, and then 
{WBaked my name, which | thought proper to con- 
Wccal under that of John Brown <-- After having 
a ſurveyed me with a curious eye, ſhe broke out 
into, O! ay, thou waſt ſhipwrecked 1 remem- 
„ber —— Whether didſt thou come on ſhore 
on the back of a whale or dolphin?“ o this 
l anſwered, I had ſwam aſhore without any af. 
sſtance. Then ſhe demanded to know if I 
con. had ever been at the Helleſpont, and ſwam from 
tba Seſtos to Abydos. I replied in the negative: 
aft upon which ſhe bid the maid order a ſuit cf 
ith new livery for me, and inſtruct me in the arti- 
tha eles of my duty; ſo ſaying ſhe ſpit in her ſnuff— 
a/. box, and wiped her noſe with ber cap which lay 
er lei on the table, inſtead of her handkerchie 
open We returned to the kitchen, where I was re 
f-boxÞMgaled by the maids, who feemed to outvie with 
hand one another, in expreſſing their regard for 
ice ume. From them J underſtood, that my bu 
— B: ſineſs confiſted in cleaning knives and forks, 
id da laying the Cloth, waiting at table, carrying meſ- 
at wages, and attending my lady when ſhe went 
Which abroad. Their being a very good ſuit of livery 
d hei ia the houſe, which had belonged to my pre- 
ength, 7 deceſſor deceaſed, 1 dreſſed myſelf in it, and 
bound it fitted me exactly, fo that there was no 
occaſion for employing a taylor on my account. 
I had not been long equipped in this manner, 
when my Jady's bell rung; upon which | ran up 
ſtairs, and found her ſtalking about the room 
ia her ſhift and under petticoàt only. I would 
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have immediately retired, as became me, but ſſue Jl 
bid me come in and air a clean ſhift for her ; 
which having done with fome backwardnels, 
ſhe put it on before me without any ceremony, | 
and I verily believe was ignorant of my ſex all the 4 
time, being quite abſorbed in contemplation— | 
About four o'clock in the afternoon, I was or- | 
dered to Jay the cloth, and place two covers, 
which I underſtood was for my miſtreſs and her 
niece, whom 1 had not as yet ſeen.— Though 1 
was not very dextrous at this operation, I per- 
formed it pretty well for a beginner, and when 
dinner was upon the table, ſaw my miſtreſs 
approach, accompanied by the young lady, whoſe 
name for the preſent ſhall be Narciſſa. 80 
much ſweetneſs appeared in the countenance 
and carriage of this amiable apparition, that my 
heart was * captivated at firſt fight, and while 
dinner laſted I gazed on her without inter- 
miſſion Her age ſeemed to be ſeventeen, her 
ſtature tall, her ſhape unexceptionable, her hair 
that fell down upon her ivory neck in ringlets, 
black as jet; her arched eye-brows of the ſame 
colour; her eyes piercing, yet tender; her lips 
of the conſiſtence and hue of cherries; her com- 
plection clear, delicate, and healthy; her al- 
pect noble, ingenious, and humane; and the 
whole ſo raviſhingly delightful, that it was im- 
poſſible ſor any creature, endued with ſenſibility, 
to ſee without admiring, and admire without 
loving her to exceſs ! How often did 1 curſe the 
ſervile ſtation, that placed me ſo infinitely be- 
neath the regard of this idol of my admiration ! 
and bow often did I bleſs my fate, that enabled 
ne to enjoy daily the fight of ſo much pertec- 
ion! When the ſpoke I liſtened wich . ; 
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at when ſhe ſpoke to me, my foul was thrilled 
1er ; Vith an extacy of tumultuous joy! I was even 
ils, {Wo happy as to be the ſubject of their converſa- 
»21y, ion: For Narciſſa having obſerved me, ſaid to 
| the Per aunt, © I fee your new footman is come.“ 


nen addrefling herſelf to me, aſked with in- 
table complacency, if 1 was the perſon who had 


 or- 

vers, Moeen fo cruelly uſed by robbers ! When ] ſatis- 
her fed her in this, ſhe expreſſed a deſire of knows. 
ph I Wong the particulars of my fortune both before 
per- ad ſince my being ſhipwrecked, Hereupon (as 
hen rs Sagely had counſelled me) I told her, that 
tres I had been bound 'prentice to the maſter of a 
hoſe chip. contrary to my inclination, which ſhip 


lad foundered at fea; that I and four more, 
obo chanced to be on deck when ſhe went down, 
made ſhift to ſwim to the ſhore, where my 
companions, after having overpowered me, ſtript 
me to the ſhirt, and left me as they imagined, 
dead of the wounds I received in my own de- 
tence: Then I related the circumſtances of my 
being found in a barn, with the inhuman treat- 
ment [ met with from the country people, and 
Wparſon ; which J perceived drew tears from the 
charming creature's eyes! When I had finiſhed 


al- my recital, my miſtreſs ſaid, ** Ma foy ! le gar- 
the con eſt bien fait?” To which opinion Narciſ- 
im- ſa aſſented, with a compliment to my underſtand- 
lity, Ning, in the ſame language, that flattered my va- 
out nity extremely. | 
the The converſation among other ſubjects, turn- 
be- ed upon the young Squire, whom my lady en- 


quired after under the title of the Savage ; and 
was informed by her niece, that he was {till in 
bed, repairing the fatigue of laſt night's debauch, 
and recruiting ſtrength and ſpirits to undergo a 
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fox-chace to-morrow morning, in company wit! | 
Sir Timothy Thicket, Squire Bumper, and a 
great many other pentlemen of the ſame ſtamy, : 
whom he had invited on that occaſion ; ſo that. 
by day-break the whole houſe will be in an up- 
roar.— This was a very diſagreeable piece of | 
news to the virtuo//, who proteſted ſhe would 
{tuff her ears with cotton when ſhe went to bed, 
and take a doſe of opium to make her fleep the 
more found, that ſhe might not be diſturbed and 
diſtracted by the clamour of the brutes. 

When their dinner was over, 1 and my fellow 
fervants fat down to ours in the kitchen, where | 
I underſtood that Sir Timothy Thicket was a Þ 
wealthy knight in the neighbourhood, between 
whom and Narcifla a match had been projected 
by her brother, who propoſed at the ſame time 
to eſpouſe Sir Timothy's ſiſter; by which means, 
as their fortunes were pretty equal, the young 
ladies would be provided for, and their brothers 
be never the poorer; but that the ladies did not 
concur in the ſcheme, each of them entertaining 
a hearty contempt for the perſon allotted to her 
for a huſband, by this agreement. This 
information begot in me a mortal averſion to Sir 
Timothy, whom I looked upon as my rival, and 
curſed in my heart for his preſumption——- Next 
morning by day-break, being awaked by the noiſe 
of the hunters and hounds, I got up to view the 
cavalcade, and had a fight of my competitor, 
whoſe accompliſhments (the eſtate excluded) did 
not ſeem brilliant enough to give me much un- 
eaſineſs with reſpect to Narcifla, who, I flattered 
myſelf, was not to be won by fuch qualifications as 
he was maſter of, either as to perſon or mind. 
— ——- My miſtreſs, notwichſtanding her pre- 
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Caution, was ſo much diſturbed by her nephew's 
5 company, that ſhe did not rife till five o'clock in 
che afternoon ; fo that } had an opportunity of 
I examining her ſtudy at leiſure, to which I was 
- ES ſtrongly prompted by my curioſuy— — Here [ 
4 found a thouſand ſcraps of her own poetry, con- 


filting of three, four, ten, twelve, and twenty 


nes, on an infinity of ſubjects, which, as whim 
uſpired, ſhe had begun, without conſtancy or 
capacity to bring to any degree of compoſition : 
Put what was very extraordinary in a female poet, 
ere was not the leaſt mention made of love in 
any of her performances. 


I ccunted frag- 
ments of hive tragedies, the titles of which were, 


„ The ſtern Philoſopher.— The double Mur- 


« der. The facrilegious 'Traitor.— The fall of 
« Lucifer And the laſt Day.“ From 
whence I gathered, that her diſpoſition was gloomy, 
and her imagination delighted with objects of 
horror. Her library was compoſed of the 


beſt Engliſh hiſtorians, poets, and philoſophers; 


of all the French critics and poets, and of a few 


books in Italian, chiefly poetry, at the head of 
which were Taſſo and Arioſto, pretty much u- 
ſed. Beſides theſe, tranſlations of the claſſics 


into Faench, but not one book in Greek or La- 


tin; a circumſtance that diſcovered her ignorance 
of theſe languages. After having taken a 
full view of this collection, I retired, and at the 


-uſual time was preparing to lay the cloth, when 
A was told 
za bed, and had been ſo affected with the notes of 


by the maid that her miſtreſs was (till 


the hounds in the morning, that ſhe actually be- 
lieved herſelf a hare beſet with the hunters ; and 
begged a few greens to munch for her breakfaſt. 
When ] teſtified my ſurprize at this unac- 
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countable imagination, ſhe let me know that my 

lady was very much ſubje& to whims of this na- 

ture; ſometimes fancying herſelf an animal, 
ſometimes a piece of furniture, during which con- 
ceited transformations, it was very dangerous ty 
come near her, eſpecially when {he repreſerted x 
beaſt ; for that lately in the character of a car, {i 
bad. flown at her, and ſcratched her face in a ter- 
rible manner; that ſome months ago, ſhe 
propheſied the ere ee was at hand, 
and nothing would be able to quench it, but het 
water, which therefore ſhe kept fo long that her 
life was in danger; and ſhe muſt needs have died 
of the retention, had they not found an expedien 
to make her evacuete, by kindling a bonfire ut. 
der her chamber window, and perſuading her that 
the houſe was in flames; upon which, with great 

deliberation, ſhe bid them bring all the tubs and 
veſſels they could find, to be filled, for the pre 
ſervation of the houſe, into one of SER {he im- 
mediately diſcharged the cauſe of her diſtemper. 
I was alſo informed, that nothing contribu- 
ted ſo much to the recovery of her reaſon, as mu- 
fic, which was alſo adminiſtered on theſe occa- 
ſions by Narciſſa, who played perfectly well on 
the harpſicord, and to whom the (che maid) was 
juſt then going to intimate her aunt's diſorder.— 

She was no ſooner gone, than I, was ſummoned 
by the bell to my lady's chamber, where | found 
her ſitting ſquat on her hams, on the floor, in 
the manner of puſs when ſhe liſtens to the cries 
of her purſuers. When I appeared, ſhe ſtarted 
up with an alarming look, and ſprang to the other 
ſide of the room to avoid me, whom, without 
doubt, ſhe miſtook for a beagle thirſting after her 
life. Perceining her extreme confuſion, 
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retired, and on the ſtair-caſe met the adorable 
Narciſſa coming up, to whom 1 imparted the i. 
tuation of my miſtreſs : She ſaid not a word, but 


ſmilipg with unſpeakable grace, went into her 


iunt's apartment, and in a little time my ears were 
raviſhed with the effects of her kl]. She ac- 


companied the inſtrument with a voice ſo ſweet“ 


and melodious, that I did not wonder at the ſur- 


priſing change it produced on the ſpirits of my 


miſtreſs, which were ſoon compoſed to piece and 
{uber reflection. 
About ſeven o'clock the hunters arrived, with 


| the ſkins of two foxes and one badger, carried 


before them as trophies of their ſucceſs ; and 
when they were abont to fit down to dinnef (or 
ſupper) Sir Timothy Thicket deſired that Narciſ- 
{a would honour the table with her preſence : But 
this, notwithſtanding her brother's threats and in- 


WT treaties, ſhe refuſed, on pretence of attending her 


aunt who was indiſpoſed; ſo that I enjoyed the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing my rival mortiſied: But this 


E diſappointment made no great imprethon on him, 


who conſoled himſelf with the bottle, of which 
the whole company became ſo enamoured, that at- 
ter a moſt horrid uproar of laughing, ſinging, 
ſwearing, dancing, and fighting, they were all car- 
ried to bed in a ſtate of utter oblivion. My 
duty being altogether detached from the *Squire 
and his family, I led a pretty eaſy and comfort- 
able life, drinking daily intoxicating draughts of 
love from the charms of Narciſſa, which bright- 
ened on my contemplation, every day, more and 
more. Inglorious as my ſtation was, 1 became 
blind to my own unworthineſs, and even concei- 


ved hopes of on? day enjoying this amiable crea- 
Yor, Lhe 


% 


— OT nn rage 


man in my appearance and diſcourſe, that ihe 
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ture, whoſe affability greatly encouraged thet: 
preſumptuous thoughts. 


o 
Ll 


CHAP. XL. 


She is furpr ed at ny learning communicates her perfor: 
ances to me I impart tome 4 minc to her. — am mr. 
tifted at her {aint proije Narciſſa approves of my pro. 

dudtion — gain an invplaniary conqueſt over the 
cot wench and dairy maid—their mutual reſentment und 
tr, muations—the jealouſy of their levers, 


URING this ſeaſon of love and tranquil- 

lity, my muſe, which had lain dormant fo 

long, awoke, and produced ſeveral ſmall perform- 
ances on the ſubject of my flame: But as it 
concerned me nearly to remain undiſcovered in 
my real character and ſentiments, I was under 
neceſſuy of mortifying my defire of praiſe, by 
confining my works to my own peruſal and ap- 
plauſe. In the mean time I ſtrove to inſinu- 
ate myſelf into the good opinion of both ladies; 
and ſucceeded fo well, by my diligence and duti- 
tu] behaviour, that, in a little time, 1 was at leaſt 
a favourite fervant ; and frequently enjoyed the 
pleaſure of hearing myſelf mentioned in French 
and Ttalian, with ſome degree of warmth and 
furprize, by the dear object of all my wilh- 
es, as a perſon who had ſo much of the gentle: 


could not for her ſoul treat me like a common 
lacquey.— My prudence and modeity were 
got long proof 9 0 theſe bewitching compl!- 
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n 
161 


ments. One day, while I waited at dinner, the 
onverſation turned upon a knotty paſtage of 
rafo's Gierufalem, which, it ſeems, had puzzled 
nem both. After a great many unſatisfactorv 
; mt ures, my miltrefs taking the book out of 
her pocket, turned up che place in queſtion, and 
ead che ſentence over and over without ſucceſs; 
r length, deſpairing of finding the author's 
neaning, ſhe turned to me, ſaying, Come hi- 
„ ther, Bruno, let us ſee what fortune will do 
for us; J will interpret to thee what goes ba- 
fore and what follows this obſcure paragraphs 
the particular words of which I will alſo ex 
| „plain, that thou mayeit, by comparing one 
with the other, gueſs the ſenſe of that which 
perplexes us. —I was too vain to let flip this 
opportunity of diſplaying my talents; theretorc, 
without heſitation, read and explained the whole 
of that which had diſconcerted them, to the utter 
a{toniſhment of both. ——Narcifſa's face and 
lovely neck was overſpread with bluſhes, from 
whence I drew a favonrable omen, while her 
(aunt, after having ſtared at me a good while 
E with a look of amazement, exclaimed, e In the 
e name of heaven, who art thou pl told 
her I had picked up a ſmattering of Italian, du- 
ring a voyage up the Straits.—Act this ſhe {hook 
her head, and obſerved, that no ſmatterer could 
read as I had done. — She then deſired to know 
wih- if I underſtood French, to which J anſwered in 
ntle: che affirmative :. ſhe aſked if I was acquainted 
t the with the Latin and Greek; I replied, “ A little.“ 
1mon - Oho ! continued ſhe) and with philo- 
were “ ſophy and mathematics, I ſuppoſe ??—I own- 
mpli- ed, I knew ſomething of each. —Whereupon the 
repeated her ſtare and interrogation.- I began 
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to repent my vanity, and, in order to repair the 
fault J had committed, ſaid, it was not to be 
wondered as if I had a tolerable education, be- 
cauſe Jearfing was ſo cheap in my country, that 
every peaſant was a ſcholar ; but I hoped her la- 
dyſhip would think my underſtanding no excep- 
tion to my character. -She was pleaſed to an- 
Wer, “ No, no, God forbid.” But during 
the reſt of the time they ſat at table, they beha. 
ved with remarkable reſerve. 

This alteration gave me much uneaſineſs; and 
J paſſed the night without ſleep, in melancholy 
reflections on the vanity of young men, which 
prompts them to commit ſo many fooliſh actions, 
contrary to their own ſober judgment. : 0. Next 
day, however, inſtead of profiting by this ſelf- 
condemnation, 1 yielded ſtill more to the dictates 
of the principle 1 had endeavoured to chaſtiſe, 
and if Fortune had not befriended me more 
than Prudence could expect, 1 ſhould have been 
treated with the contempt | deſerved. After 
breakfaſt, my lady, who was a true author, bid 
me follow her into her ſtudy, where ſhe expreſ- 
fd herſelf thus: „ Since you are ſo learned 
you cannot be void of taſte ; therefore J am 
7e to deſire your opinion of a ſmall peformance 
ja poetry, which J lately compoſed—---You 
muſt know, that I have planned a tragedy, the 
* ſubject of which ſhall be the murder of a 
prince before the altar, where he is buſy at 
<« his devotions After the deed is perpetrated, 
the regicide will harrangue the people, with 
© the bloody dagger in his hand; and J have 
* already compoſed a ſpeech, which I think will 
“ ſyir the character extremely. Here it is,”'— 
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: Ten taking up a ſcrap of paper, ſhe read with 


the 
be violent emphaſis and geſture, as follows: 
be- | | : 
hat « "Thus have I ſent the ſimple King to hell, 
1 « Wit nout or coffin, ſhroud, or paſſing- bell 
ach * To me, what are divine and human las? 
ep- « | covit no tanction but my on applauſe ! 
an- „ Rapes, robb'rics, treaſon, yield my ſoul delight ? 
inc %% And human carnage eratifies my bg: * 
"Sha drag the parent by tue boary hair, 
« And toſs tne ſprawling infant on my ſpear, 5 | 
« Wiale the fond motier's cries regal; mine ear, 
and „fight, I vanquith, murder friends and foes : 
oly % Nore dare th' immortal Gods my rage oppoſc.“ 


Though I did great violence to my under- 


Ins 

ext ſtanding in praifing this unnatural raphſody, I 
elf. nevertheleſs extolled it as a production that of 
tes iilelf deſerved immortal fame; and beſeeched 
iſe, ber ladyſhip to bleſs the world with the fruits of 


thoſe uncommon talents heaven had beſtowed 
upon her. — She ſmiled with a look of ſelf- 
domplaceney, and encouraged by the incenſe I 
had offered, communicated all her poetical 
works, which I applauded one by one, with as 
little candour as I had ſhown at firſt. — Satiated 
with my flattery, which I hope my fitnation juſ- 
nee tied, ſhe could not in conſcience refuſe me an 
Y on opportunity of ſhining in my turn; and there- 
the fore, after a compliment to my nice diſcernment 
2 and taſte, obſerved, that doubtleſs I muſt have 
y at rroduced ſomething in that way myſelf, which 
ted, he defired to ſee.—This was a temptation I 
vith could by no means refiſt, I owned, that while 


ave I was at college, I wrote ſome ſmall detached 
will pieces, at the deſire of a friend who was in love; 
2 and at her requeſt repeated the following verſes, 


vhich indeed my love for Nareiſſa had inſpired. 
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waiting- maid aſſured me, that Narciſſa had ex- 
preſſed her approbation of my performance with 
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On CEriaplaying on the harpſichord and finging, 


I, 
When Sappho ſtruck the quiv'ring wire, 
The tirobbing breaſt was all on fire: 
And when ſhe rais'd the vocal lay, 
Ihe captive foul was charm'd away ! 


II. 
But had the nymph, poſſeſs d with theſe, 
Thy totter, chaſter pow'r to pleaſe; 
I'hy beauteous air of ſprightly youth; 
Thy native ſmiles of artleſs truth ; 


III. 
The worm of grief had never prey'd 
On the forſaken, love-fick muid : 
Nor had ſhe mourn'd an hapleſs flame, 
Nor dain'd on rocks her tender frame. 


My miſtreſs paid me a cold compliment on the 
verſiſication, which, ſhe ſaid, was elegant enough, 
but the ſubject beneath the pen of a true poet. I 
was extremely nettled at her indifference, and 
looked at Narciſſa, who by this time had joined 
us, for her approbation; but ſhe declined giving 
her opinion, proteſting ſhe was no judge of theſe 
matters: So that I was forced to retire, very much 
balked in my expectation, which was generally a 
little too ſanguine. In the afternoon, however, the 


great warmth, and delired her to procure a copy 
of it, as for herſelf, that ſhe ( Narciſſa) might 
have an opportunity to peruſe it at leiſure, ——l 
Was elevated to an extravagant pitch at this intelli- 
gence, and immediately tranſcribed a fair copy of 
my ode, which was carried to the dear charmer, 
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9 


ogether with another on the ſame ſabject, as 
ollows: 

*. I. 

Thy fatal ſhafts unerring move, 
pow before thine altar, love! 

I fee] ty foft refiſtleſs flame 

Glide fitt thro' all my vital frame! 


IT. 
For while 1 zaze my boſom glows, 
My blood in tides impetuous flows, 
Hope, fear, and joy alternate roll, 
And floods of tranſports 'waelm my ſoul > 


| | ITE. 
My faultering tongue attempts in vain 
ta ſooti.ing murmurs to complain, 
My tongue ſome ſecret magic ties, 

My murmurs fink in broken tighs! 


IV. 

Condemn'd to nurſe eternal care, 
the And ever drop the ſilent tear, 
oh, Unheard T mourn, unknown I ſigh, 
” [ Unfriended live, unpitied die! 
and Whether or not Narciffa diſcovered my paſſi- 
ned on, I could not learn from her behaviour, which, 
as though always benevolent to me, was henceforth 
hele more reſerved and leſs chearful.------ While my 
5 | thoughts aſpired to a ſphere ſo far above me, I 
9 5 had unwittingly made a conqueſt of the cook- 
5 wench and dairy- maid, who became fo jealous of 
2855 one another, that if their ſentiments had been 
da refined by education, it is probable one or other 
$i of them would have had recourſe to poiſon or 
8 ſteel, to be revenged of her rival; but as their 
Ne. minds were happily adapted to their humble ſta- 
4” tion, their mutual enmity was confined to ſcold- 


ing and fiſty-cuffs, in which exerciſe they were 


both well ſkilled. —My good fortune did not long 


| cleaver, fork, or needle ;---nay more, that if he 
gave his tongue any more ſaycy liberties at my 
expence, I would crop his ears without any cere- 
mony.---This rhodomontade, delivered with a 
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remain a ſecret ; being diſcloſe} by the frequent 
broils of theſe heroines, who kept no decorum in 
their encounters. The ccachman and pardener, 
who paid their devoirs to my admirers, each tg 
his reſpective choice, alarmed at my ſucceſs, laid 
their heads together, in order to concert a plan 
of revenge : and the former having been educa- 
ted at the academy of Tottenham court, under- 
took to challenge me to fingle combat; he ac- 
cordingly, with many opprobrious i invectives, bid 
me defiance, and offered to box with me for 
twenty guineas.---I told him, that although I be- 
lieved myſelf a match for him, even at that work, 
I would not deſcend fo far below the dignity of a 
gentleman, as to fight like a porter; bur if he 
had any thing to ſay to me, I was his man at 
blonderbuſs, muſket, piſtol, ſword, hatchet, pit, 


{tern countenance and reſolute tone, had the de- 
fired effect upon my antagoniſt, who with ſome 
confuſion, ſneaked off, and gave his friend an 
account of his reception.---The ſtory taking air 
among the ſervants, procured for me the title of 
Gentleman John, with which I was ſometimes 
honoured even by my miſtreſs and Narciſſa, who 
had been informed of the whole affair by the 
chamber- maid. ---- -- In the mean time, the rival 
queens expreſſed their paſſions by all the ways in 
their power: The cook entertained me with 
choice-bits, the dairy- maid with ſtroakings; the 
firſt would often encourage me to declare myſelt, 


by complimenting me upon my courage and 
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learning, and obſerving, 
band like me, to maintain order and Keep ac- 
counts, ſhe could make a great deal of money by 
ſetting up an eating-houſe at London, for gen— 


RODERICK RANDOM. 33 


that it ſhe had a hul. 


temen's ſervants on board-wages. he other 
courted my affection, by ſewing her own 1mpar'- 
tance, and telling me, that many a ſubſtantial 
farmer in the neighbourhood would be glad to 
marry her; but ſhe was reſolved to pleaſe her 
eye, if ſae ſhould plague her heart, Then ſhe 
would launch out into the praiſe of my proper 
perſon, and ſay, the was ſure 1 would make a 


good huſband, for I was very good natured. 


| began to be uneaſy at the importunities of 
theſe inamorato's, whom at another time, perhaps, 
I might have pleaſed, without the diſagreeable 
ſauce of matrimony; but at preſent, my whole 
foul was engroſſed by Narciſſa, and I could not 
bear the thoughts of doing any thing derogatory 
ef the paſſion L entertained for her. 


Vol. II. K 
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CHAP; ki. 


el 

| Karo being in danger from the brutality of Sir Tiny, 1 
is refeued by me, who reverge m ſelf on my rival——; 
declare my paſſion, and ret c to the fea ſide . SS MX 
am ſurrounded by fomegglers, and carried tu Bullogn---- oo 11 
find my uncle lie: Henont Bowlug, in great dire efs, an h 
relicve m- our converſation, t1 

f 

G 


T certain intervals, my ambition would re. MW: 

vive; I would deſpiſe myſelf for my tam: Wt « 
reſignation to my ſordid fate, and revolve an hun. Ml 
dred ſchemes for aſſuming the character of 1 i « 
gentleman, to which I was entitled by birth and 
education. In theſe fruitleſs ſuggeſtions, time 
ſtole away upperceived, and J had already re. 
maired eight months in the ſtation of a footman, 
when an accident happened, that put an end to my 
ſervitude, and, for the preſent, baniſhed all hope 
of ſucceeding in my love. 

Narciſſa went one day to viſit Mifs Thicket, 
who lived with her brother, within leſs than 4 
mile of our houſe, and was perſuaded to wal 
home in the cool of the evening, accompanied by 
Sir Timothy, who having a good deal of the brute 
in him, was inſtigated to uſe ſome unbecoming {4 
miliarities with her, encouraged by the ſolitarincl 
of a field through which they paſſed. The 
lovely creature was incenſed at his rude behaviour, 
for which ſhe reproached him in ſuch a manner, 
that he loſt all regard for decency, and acually 
offered violence to this pattern of innocence 
beauty —— Put heaven would not ſuffer ſo mud 
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doodneſs to be violated ; and ſent me, who, pal- 
ing by accident near the place, was alarmed with 
her cries, to her ſuccour.-- ---- What were the 
emotions of my ſoul, when I beheld Narciilt, al- 
moſt ſinking beneath the brutal force of this fa- 
tyr! 1 flew like lightening to her reſcue, which 
he perceiving, quitted his prey, and drow his 
hanger to chaſtiſe my preſumption. —My indigna- 
tion was too high to admit one thought of fear, 
jo that ruſning upon him, I ſtruck his weapon cut 
of his hand, and uſed my cudgel io toccefsfully, 
that he fell to the ground, and lay, to all appcar- 
ance, without ſenſe ----- Then I turned to Ner- 
aſa, who had ſwooned, and fitting down by her 
gently raiſed her head, and ſupported it on my 
boſom, while with my hand around her wait, ! 
kept her in that poſition. My ſoul was thrilled 
with tumultuous joy, at feeling the object of my 
deareſt wiſhes within my arms; and while ſhe 
ay inſenſible, I could not refrain from applying 
my cheek to her's, and raviſhing a kiſs: In a lit- 
tle time the blood began to reviſit her face, {he 
opened her enchanting eyes, and having recol- 
lected her late fituation, ſaid, with a look full of 
tender acknowledgment, „Dear John, I am en- 
e tirely obliged to you!“ So laying, the made an 
effort to riſe, in which I aſſiſted her, and ſhe pro- 
ceeded to the houſe, leaning upoa me all the way. 
| was a thonſand times tempted by this opportu- 
nity to declare my paſſion, but the dread of dif- 
obliging her reſtrained my tongue. We had nor 
got an hundred paces from the ſcene of her dit- 
treſs, when I perceived Sir, Timothy get up an! 
move homeward ? a circumſtance which, thoug!: 


i gave me ſome ſatisfaction, in as much as L 


wereby knew had not killed him, filled me 
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with jaſt apprehenſion of his reſentment, which 
1 found myſelf in no condition to withlcard : ef. 
. pecially when I conſidered his intimacy with our 
*iquire, to whom I knew he would eably Jubi 
himſelf for what he had done, by imputing it tg 
his love, and deſiring his W Bruin to take 
the ſame liberty with his fit ter, without any fear 
of offence - When we arrived at the houſe, 
Larciſſa aſſured me ſhe would cxert all her in. 
fiuonce in protecting me from the revenge 0 
Thicket, and likewiſe engage her aunt in my fe- 
vour. At the ſame time pulling out her purſe, 
Offercd it as a ſmall conſideration for the ſcrvics 
1 had done her- But I ſtood too much upon 
the punctilios of love to incur the Icaſt ſuſpici- 
on of being mercenary, and refuſed the preſent, 
ſaying, I had merited nothing by barely doing 
my ee ſ>emed aſtoniſhed at my difin- 
tereſtedneſs, and bluſhed ; ] felt the ſame ſuffuſion, 
and with a Cown-caſt eye and broken accent, told 
| her, I had one requeſt to make, which if her ge- 
neroſity would grant, I ſhould think myſelf fully 
: xcomper.ſed for an : age of milery. She changed 
colour at this preamble, and with great confuſion, 
icplicd, the hoped my good ſenſe would hinder 
e from aſking any thing ſhe was bound in ho- 
zan to rcfafe, and therefore bid me ſignify my 
cc. Upon which I kneeled, and begged to 
is her hand. She immediately, with an averted 
2 {iretched it out; I imprinted on it an ar. 
Jorr kiſs, and bathing it with my tears, cried, 
Dear madam, I am an unfortunate gentleman, 
'* who loves you to diſtraction, but would have 
+6 Gi=0 a thouſand deaths, rather than make this 
declaration under ſuch a ſervile appearance, 
ware he got determined to yield to the rigou 
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of h's fate, to fly from your bewitching pre- 
+ fence, and bary bis preſumptuous paſſion in e- 
„ ternal ſilencz.“ With theſe words I roſe and 
went away, before ſhe could recover ſpirits ſo far 
as to make any reply.---- My firſt care was to go 
and confult Mrs Sagely, with whom L bad main- 
tuned à friendly correſpondence ever ſince J left 
her houſe. Whea ſhe underſtood my ſituation, 
tie god woman with real concern, condoled me 
on my unhappy fate, and approved of my reſo— 
111108 to leave the country, being perfectly well 
acquainted with the barbarons diſpoſition of my 
rival, „uo by this time (ſays ſhe) has no doubt 
„ meditatcd a ſcheme of revenge. Indeed, I 
cannot fee how you will be able to elude his 
x Vengeance : being himlelf in the common, 
he wul immediately grant warrants for appre- 
hending you; and as almolt all the people in 
this country are dependent on him or his 
friend, it will be impoſſible for you to ſind ſhel- 
ter among them: If you ſhould be apprehend- 
ed, he will commit you to Jail, where you 
may poilibly languiſh in great miſery till the 
next aſſizes, and chen, be tranſported for aſ⸗- 
ſaulting a magiſtrare.” — While ſhe thus warn— 
ed me of 1 my danger, we heard a knocking at the 
door, which threw us both into great e 
tion, as, in all probability, it was occalioned by 
my purſuers ; whereupon this generous old lady, 
putting two guineas into my hand, with tears in 
her eycs, bid me, for God's lake, get out at the 
back door, and conſult my ſafety as Providence 
mould direct me.------ There was no time for de- 
liberation, 

I followed her advice, and eſcaped by the be- 
refit of a dark night, to the fea fide, where, 
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while I ruminated on my next excurſion, I was 
all of a ſudden ſurrounded by armed men, why, 
having bound my hands and feet, bid me make 
no noiſe on pain of being ſhot, and carried me 
on board of a veſſel, which 1 ſoon perceived to 
be a ſmuggling cutter, This diſcovery gave 
me ſome fatistaRion at firſt, becauſe J concluded 
myſelf ſafe from the reſentment of Sir Timothy: 
But when 1 found myleif in the hands of raff. 
ans, who threatened to execute me for a ſpy, J 
would have thought myſelf happily quit tct z 
years impriſonment, or even tranſportation. —— - 
It was in vain for me to proteſt my imnecerce : 
I could not perſuade them- that I bad — a 
ſolitary walk to their haunt, at ſach an heu 

merely for my own amuſement ; and I did not 
think it my intereſt to diſcloſe the true cauſe of 
my retreat, becauſe I was afraid they would have 


made their peace with juſtice, by ſurrendering me 


to the penalty of the law. What confirmed 
their ſuſpicion was, the appearance of a cuſtom- 
houſe yacht, which gave them chace, and had 
well nigh made a prize of their veſſel ; when they 
were delivered from their fears by a thick ſoy, 
which efſectually ſcreened them, and favoured 
their arrival at Bulloign.------But before they 


got out of ſight of their purſuer, they held a 
council of war about me, whom {ome of the moſt 


ferocious among them would have thrown over- 
board, as a traitor who had betrayed them to 
their enemies; but others, more conſiderate, al- 
ledged, that if they put me to death, and ſhould 
afterwards be taken, they could expect no mercy 
from the legiſlature, which would never pardon 
outlawry aggravated by murder.-----It was there- 
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| ſnould be ſet on ſhore in France, and left to find 
= my paſſage back to England, as I ſhould think 


v, proper, which u be puniſhment ſufficient fo 
Ke the bare ſuſpicion of a crime in itſelf not capi- 
Ne I Although this favourable determination 
to gare me great pleaſure, the apprehenſion of be- 
Ve ing robbed would not ſuffer me to be perfectly at 
ed eale : To prevent this calamity, as ſoon as I was 
5 untied in conſequepce of the aforeſald deciſion, | 
Ne { tore a {mall hole in one of my ſtockings, into 
1 which I dropped fix guineas, reſerving half a 
3 piece and ſome filver in my pocket, that, finding 
os ſomething, they might not be tempted to make 
E: any ee enquiry.— This was a very neceſſary 
a 


recaution, for when we came within ſight of the 
= p 8 
ur WW French ſhore, one of the ſmugglers told me, I 


225 muſt pay for my paſſage.—To this I replied, that 
Or my paſſage was none of my own ſeeking ; there- 
Ve fore they could not expect a reward from me for 
me tranſporting me into a ſtrange country by force. — 

ed « Damme ! (ſaid the outlaw) none of your pa- 
a 6 layer ; but let me ſee what money you have 
F 


6 got.“ So ſaying he thruſt his hand into my 
pocket without any ceremony, and empried it of 


85 the contents: Then caſting an eye at my hat and 
red wig, which captivated his fancy, he took them 
ney off, and clapping his own on my head, declared 
2 that a fair exchange was ng rabbery,.--- was 
ot fain to put up with the bargain, which was by 
er- no means favourable to me; and a little while 

10 after we went all on ſhore together. 
al- I reſolved to take my leave of theſe deſpera- 
uld does, without much ceremony, when one of them 
= cautioned me againſt appearing to their prejudice 
on 


if ever I returned to England, unleſs I had a mind 
0 be murdered, for which ſerriee, he aſſured 
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me the gang never wanted agents. I pro. 
miſed to obſerve his advice, aud departed for the 
Upper 'Fown, where I enquized for a cabaret or 
public houſe, into which 1 went, with an inten- 
tion of taking ſome refreſtment. In the Kit. 
clien, five Dutch ſailors fat at breakfaſt, with a 
large loaf, a firken of butter, and a cag of bran- 
dy on the table, the bung of witch they orten 
applied to their mouths with oreat perſeverance 
and ſatisfaction — At ſome diitance from them, 
I perceived another perſon in the ſame parv, fit- 
ting in a penhve ſolitary manner, entertaining 
himſelf with a whiff of tobacco, from the {tur 'p 
of a pipe, as black as jet.-----'The appearance of 
diſtreſs never failed to attract my regard and com- 
paſſion; I approached this forlorn tar, with a 
view to offer him my afliſtance, and notwithſtand- 
ing the alteration of dreſs, and diſguiſe of a long 
beard, 1 diſcovered in him my long loft and la- 
mented uncle and benefactor, lieutenant Bowling! 
Good heaven! what were the agitations of my 
ſoul, between the joy of finding again ſuch a 
valuable friend, and the ſorrow of ſeeing him in 
{ach a low condition! The tears guſhed down 
my cheeks, I ſtood motionleſs and ſilent for fome 
time ; at length recovering the uſe of ſpeech ex- 
claimed, ** Gracious God! Mr Bowling!“ — 
My uncle no ſooner heard his name mentioned, 
than he flarted up, crying with ſome ſurprize, 
„ Holloa ??? and after having looked at me ſted- 
faſtly, without being able to recollect me, ſaid, 
Did you call me, brother?“ 1 told bim I had 
ſomething extraordinary to communicate, and 
deſired him to give me a few minutes hearing in 
another room; but he would by no means con- 


{:nt to this propoſal, ſaying, “ Avaſt there, 


calm, ſometimes rough ; that a fair gale of- 
ten ſucceeded a ſtorm: that the wind did not al- 
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& friend ; none of your tricks upon travellers 3 
* If you have any thing to ſay to me, do it over- 
board; you need not be afraid of being above- 
% board; here are none who underitand our 
lingo,” Though | was leth to diſcovermx- 
ſelf before company, I could no longer refrain 
trom telling him, J was his own nephew Roderict 
Landom. On this information, he conſtdered 
me with great earneſtneſs and aſtoniſnment, and 
recalling my features, which tho” enlarged were 
not entirely altered ſince he had ſeen me, came 
up and ſhook me by the hand very corciaily, Pra: 

eſting he was glad to ſee me well. After ſome 
pauſe, he went on thus: And yer, 1 my lad, I am 
« ſorry to ſee you under ſuch colours: the maie 
ſo, as it is not in my power, at preſent, to 
change them for the better, times being very 
hard with me.” With theſe words I could 
perceive a tear trickle down his forrowed cheeks, 
which affected me fo much, that I wept bitter- 
ly, [magining my ſorrow was the effect of 
my misfortunes, he comforted me, by obſerving 
that life was a voyage in which we muſt expect 
to meet with all weathers; ſometimes it was 
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ways fit pne way, and that deſpair fi ſigniſied no- 
thing: but reſolution and fill were better than 
a tout veſſel: For why ? Becauſe they require no 
carpenter, and grow flronger the more labour 
they undergo. I dried up my tears, which | aſ- 
ſured him were not ſhed for my own diſtreſs, 
but for bis, and þegged leave to accompany him 
into another room, where we could converſe 
more at our eaſe, — There I recounted to him the 
ungenerous uſage I had met with from Potion : 
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„ ſhare while it laſted 


at which he ſtarted up, ſtalked acroſs the room 
three or four times, in a great hurry, and graſp- 
ing his cudgel, cried, “ I would 1 were along- 

& fide of him ! that's all. —] would I were 
ce along- ſide of him!“ - then gave him a de- 
tail of all my adventures and ſufferings, which af. 

feed him more than I could have imagined ; 

and concluded with telling him that captain Oak- 
hum was ſtill alive, and that he might return to 
England when he would, to ſollicit his affairs, 
without danger or moleſtation. __—He was Won- 
derfully pleaſed at this piece of information, of 
which however, he ſaid he could not at preſent 
avail himſelf, for want of money to pay for his 
paſſage to London. This objection J ſoon re- 
moved, by putting five guineas into his hand, 

and telling him, I thought myſelf extremely 
happy in having an opportunity of maniteſting 
my gratitude to him in his neceſſity. But 
it was with the utmoſt difficulty I could prevail 
upon him to accept of two, which he affirmed, 
were more than ſufficient to pay the neceſſary 
expence.——— After this friendly conteſt was 
over, he propoſed we ſhould have a meſs of 
ſomething . “ For (ſaid he) it has been banian 
«© day with me a great while—You muſt kgow [ 
« was ſhipwrecked five days ago, near a place 
called Liſieux, in company with thoſe Dutch- 
men who are now drinking below ; and having 
but little money when I came 2-ſhore, it was 
4 ſoon ſpent, becauſe I let them have ſhare and 
Howſomever, I 
* ſhould have remembered the old ſaying, Every 
% hog his own apple: For when they found my 
6 hold unſtowed, they went all hands to ſhool- 


& ng + and begging ; and becauſe] would not take 
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% a ſpell at the ſame duty, refuſed to give me the 
« Icaſt aſſiſtance; fo that I have not broke bread 
« theſe two days. l was ſhocked at the extre- 
mity of his diſtreſs, and ordered ſome bread, 
cheeſe and wine to be brought immediately, to 
allay his hunger, until a fricaſſee of chickens could 
be prepared. — When he had recruited his ſpirits 
with this homely fare, 1 deſired to know the par- 
ticulars of his peregrination, ſince the accident at 
Cape Tiberoon ; which are briefly theſe : The 
money he had about him being ſpent at Port 
Louis, the civility and boſp: tality of the French 

cooled to ſuch a degree, that he was obliged to litt 
on board of one of their king's ſhips, as a 
common foremaſt-man. to prevent himfelf from 
ſtarving on ſhore.— In this ſituation be con- 

tinued two years, during which time he had 
acquired ſome knowledge of their language, 
and the reputation of a good ſeamap: the ſhip 
he belonged to was ordered home to old France, 
where ſhe was laid up as unſit for ſervice, and 
he was received on board of one of monſicur 
D!Antin's ſquadron, in quality of quarter- maſ- 
ter; which office he performed in à voyage to 
the Weſt-Indies, where they engaged with our 
ſhip as before related; but his conſcience up 

braiding him for ſerving the enemies of his coun- 
try, he quitted the ſhip at the fame place where 
he firſt liſted, and got to Curaſoa in a Dutch 
veſſel ; there he bargained with another ſk:pper, 
bound to Europe, to work for his Ss t9 
Holland, from whence he was in hopes of hear- 
ing from his friends in England; but was caſt 
away, as he mentioned before, on the French 
coaſt, and muſt have been reduced to the neccſ- 
r of travelling o on foot to Holland, and beg- 
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ging for his ſubſiſtence on the road, or of en. 


tering on board of another French man of war, 


At 


the hazard of being treated as a deſerter, if 


Providence had not ſent me to his ſuccour — 


ty 
& 
(e 


And now my lad, (continued he) I think ] 
thall ſteer my courſe directly to London, where 
I do not doubt of being replaced, and of ha- 
ving the R taken off me by the lords of the ad. 
miraity, to whom 1 intend to write a peti- 
tion ſetting forth my caſe: If I ſucceed, I 
will have wherewithal to give you ſome al- 


ſiltance, becauſe when I left the ſhip, I had 


two years pay due me; therefore I deſire to 


know whither you are bound; and belide, 


perhaps, I may have intereſt enough to pro- 
care a warrant appointing you ſurgeon's mate 
of the ſhip to which I ſhall belong. — For the 
beadle of the admiralty is my good friend; 
and he and one of the under-clerks are {worn 
brothers, and that under-clerk has a great dea! 
to ſay with one of the upper-clerks, who is 
very well known to the under-lecretary, who 
upon his recommendation, I hope, will recom- 
mend my affair to the ſirſt ſecretary ; and he 
again will ſpeak to one of the Lords in my be- 
half: So that you ſee, I do not want friends 
to aſliſt me on occaſion.----- As for the fellow 


* Crampley, tho? I know him not, 1 am ſure he 


is neither ſea- man nor officer, by what you 
have told me, or elſe he could never be fo 
much miſtaken in his reckoning, as to run the 
thip on ſhore on the coaſt of Suſſex, before 
he believed himſelf in ſoundings ; neither when 
hat accident happened, would he have left the 
thip until ſhe had been ſtove to pieces, eſpecially 
when the tide was making; Wherefore, by this 
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time, 1 do ſuppoſe he has been tried by a 
« court-mariial, and executed for his cowardice 
« and Weooduck“ J could not help ſmi- 


| ling at the deſcription of my uncle's ladder, by 


which he propoſed to climb to the attentiva ot 
the board of admiralty; and though | knew the 
world too well, to conſide in ſuch dependence 
myſelf, 1 would not diſcourage him with doubts ; 


bur aſked if he had no friend in London, who 


would advance a ſmall ſumof money to enable him 
to appear as he ought, and make a ſmall preſent 
to the under- lecretary, who might poilb!y diſ- 
patch his buſineſs the ſooner on that accounr.— 
He ſcratched his head, and after ſome recolle&3- 
on replied, © Why, yes, I believe Daniel Whip— 


[ 


6 


refuſe me ſuch a {mall matter I know 1 


te 
6 
(e 
6 


quor and cloaths ; but as to money, | won't be 
politive Had honeſt Block been living, I 
ſhould not have been at a loſs. -I was hearti- 
ly ſorrow to find a worthy man ſo deſtitute of 
friends when he had ſuch need of them: and 
looked upon my own ſituation as leſs miſerable 
tian his, becauſe I was better acquainted with 
the ſclh{hneſs and roguery of mankind ; conſe- 
quently leſs liable to diſappointments and impo- 
lition. 


cord the ſhip chandler in Wapping would not 


can have what credit I would, for lodging, li- 
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CHAP. XLII. 


He takes his paſſage in a cutter for Deal —We Are 0 
coſted by a prieft, bh proves to be a Scottifh-man--------o 
his profeſſions 5f frieadſmp—he is affronted hy the lieutenat, 
who afterwards appeajes him by fubmiſſion;-----my uncle 
embarks — I um naroducee by the pricjt to a capuchin, in 

whoſe con pony I jet cat for Paris —the character of my 
felliw traveller ------an adventure cu the road--=--- au 
ſhocked at his behawuioar, 


T HEN our repait was ended, we walked 
down to the harbour, where we found a 

cutter that was to fail for Deal in the evening, 
and Mr Bowling agreed for his paſſage. In the 
mean time we ſauntered about the town to ſatisty 
our curioſity, our converfation turning on, the 
ſubje& of my deſigns, which were not as yet ſix- 
ed: Neither can it be ſuppoſed, that my mind was 
at eaſe, when I found myſelf reduced almolt to 
extreme poverty, in che midſt of foreigners, among 
whom | had not one acquaintance to adviſe or be- 
friend me. My uncle was ſenſible of my for- 
lorn condition, and preſſed me to accompany him 
to England, where he did not doubt of finding 
ſome ſort of proviſion for me: But beſides the o- 
ther reaſons 1 had for avoiding that kingdom, [ 
looked upon it, at this time, as the worſt country 
in the univerſe, for a poor honeſt man to live in; 
and therefore determined to remain in France 
coute que cout? I was confirmed in this re- 


ſolution, by a reverend prieſt, who paſſing by at 


this time, and overhearing us ſpeak Engliſh, ac- 
coſted us in the ſame language, telling us he was 
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our country-man, and wiſhed it might be in his 
power to do us any ſervice: We thanked this 

ave perſon for his courteous offer, and invited 
him to drink a.glafs with us, which he did not 
think proper to refuſe, and we went alk together 
into a tavern of his recommending. After ha- 
ving drank to our heatths in a bumper of good 
Burgundy, he began to enquire into our fitua- 
tion, and aſked particularly the place of our ra- 
tivity, which we no ſooner named, than he ſtart- 
ed up, and wringing our hands with great fer- 
vour, ſhed a flood of tears, crying, «1 came from 
e the ſame part of the country! perhaps you are 
my own relations.” ] was on my guard 
againſt his carefies, which aendern very much, 
when I remembered the adventure of the money- 
dropper : but without any appearance of difh- 
dence, obſerved, that as he was born in that part 
of the country, he muſt certainly know our fa- 
milies, which (howſoever mean our preſent ap- 
pearance might be) were none of the moſt obſcure 
and inconſiderable. Thea I diſcovered our 
names, to which 1 he was no ſtranger; 
he had known my grandfather perſonally ; and 
notwithſtanding an abſence of fifty years from 
Scotland, recounted fo many particulars of the 
families in the neighbourhood, that my ſcruples 
were entirely removed, and I thought myſelf 
happy in his acquaintance. in the courſe 


of our converſation, I diſcloſed my condition 
without reſerve, and diſplayed my talents to ſuch 
advantage, that the. old father looked upon me 
with admiration, and aſſured me, that if I ſtayed 
in France, and liſtened to reaſon, .] could not 
fail of making my fortune, to which he Would 
en all in his power. 
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My uncle began to be jealous of the prieſt's in- 
finvation, and very abruptly declared, that if ever 
] ſhould renounce my religion, he would - break 
off all connection and correſpondence with me, 
for it was his opinion, that no honeſt man could 
ſwerve from the principles in which be was bred, 
bether Turkiſh, Proteſtant, or Remi Te 
father affronted with this declaration, with great 
vehemence, began a long diſcourſe, ſetting forth 
the danger of obſtinacy, and ſhutting one's eyes 
againſt the light: He faid, that ignorance would 
be no plea towards juſtification, when we had 
opportunities of being better informed; and that, 
if the minds of people had not been open to con- 
viction, the Chriſtian religion would not have 
been propagated in the world: and we thould 
now be in a ſtate of Pagan darkneſs and barbari- 
ty : He endeavoued to prove, by ſome texts of 
Scripture, and many quotations from the fathers, 
that the Pope was the ſuccefigr of St Peter, and 
vicar of JESUS CHRIsT: that the church of 
Rome was the true, holy, Catholic church ; and 
that the Proteſtant faith was an impious hereſy, 


and damnable ſchiſm, by which many millions ot 


ſouls would fufter everlaſting perdition, — When 
he had finiſned his ſermon, which J thought he 
pronounced with more zeal than diſcretion, he 
addreſſed himſelf to my ancle, and delired to 
know his objections to What had been faid.——— 
hs lieutenant, whoſe attention had been whol- 
ly engrofied by his own affairs, took the pipe out 
of bis mouth, and replied, “ As for me, friend, 
„ d'ye ſee, | have no objection to what you 5 ; 
it may be.gither true or ſalſe, for what I kn 

, meddle with no body's affairs but my own ; 
the gunner to his linflock, abd the ſeerinien 
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6e to the helm, as the ſaving is. —l truſt to ns 
creed but the compals, and do unto every man 
« as I would be done by: So that 1 defy the Pope, 

4e the Devil, and the Pretender; and hope to be 
« faved as well as another.” This aſſoclatiou of 
perſons gave great offence to the friar, who pro- 
teſted in a mighty paſſion, that if Mr Bowling 
had not been his en he would have 
cauſed him to be impriſoned fo for his inſolence.— 

I ventured to diſapprove of my urcle's tl; 


Fo 
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and appeaſe the old gentleman, by aſturing him, 

there was no offence intended by my kinſman, 

who by this time ſenſible of his error, heck 
the injured party by the hand, and aſked pardon 
for the treedom he had taken. — NM larters being a- 
micably compromiled, he invited us to come and 
ſee him in the afternoon at the convent to which 
he belonged, and took his leave for the preſent ; 
when my uncle recommended it ſtrongly to me to 
perſevere in the religion of my forefathers, what - 
ever advantages I might propoſe to myſeif, by u 
change, which could not fail of diſgracing mytcit, 
and diſhonouring my family, I afturcd him, ng 
conſideration ſhould induce me to forfeit his 
friendſhip and good opinion on that ſcore ; at 


7 


which he diſcovered great ſatisfaction, and put 
me in mind of dinner, which we immediately be- 
ſpoke, and when it was ready eat together, 

| imagined my acquaintance with the Scottith 
prieſt, if properly managed, might turn out to 
my advantage, and therefore reſolved to cultivate 
it as much as I could. With this vie wwe vifited 
him at his convenr, according to his invitation, 
where he treated us with wine and ſweet- meats, 
and thewed us every thing that was remarkable 


in the monaltery. . been thus entertained, 
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we took our leave, though not before 1 had pro- 
miſed to ſee him next day; and the time ſixed 
for my uncle's embarking being come, I a-- 
companied him to the harbour, and ſaw him on 
board. We parted not without tears, after we 
had embraced and wiſhed one another all man- 
ner of proſperity ; and he entreated me to write 
to him often, directing to Lieut. Thomas Bowling, 
at the ſign of the union flag, near the Hermitage, 


London. 
I returned to the houſe in which we had met, 

where I paſſed the night in a very ſolitary man- ons 
ner, reflecting on the ſeverity of my fate, and en- gi 
deavouring to project ſome likely {cheme of life nf 
for the future; but my invention failed me. I of 
faw nothing but unſurmountable difficulties in my wi 
Way, and was teady to deſpair at the miſerable on 
proſpect! | That 1 might not, however, neglect a- th: 
ny probable means, I got up in the morning, and rey 
went directly to the father, whoſe advice and aſ- 


ſiſtance I implored. He received me very kind- 
ly and gave me to underſtand, that there was 


i one way of life in which a perſon of my talents 2 
0 could not fail of making a figure. — gueſſed his 5 
ö meaning, and told him once for all, 1 was fully 8 
1 determined againſt any alteration in point of re- 5; 
i ligion; therefore, if his propoſal regarded the ” 

| church, he might ſave himſelf the trouble of ex- 


| plaining it.— He ſhook his head and ſighed, ſay- by 
N ing, Ah! ſon, ſon, what a glorious proſpect 
lh eis here ſpoiled, by your ſtubborn prejudice ea 


be 


Suffer yourſelf to be perſuaded by reaſon, and in 


« conſult your temporal welfare, as well as the m 
concerns of your eternal ſoul.—I can, by my W © 
" intereſt, procure your admiſhon as a noviciate f 
into this cony ent, where I will ſuperintend and Wl * 
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« direct you with a. truly paternal affeQtion.” — 
Then he launched out into the praiſe of a mo- 
naſtic life, which no noiſe diſturbs, no cares mo- 
leſt, and no danger invades.— Where the heart 
is weaned from carnal attachments, the groſſer 
appetites ſubdued and chaſtiſed, and the ſoul 
wafted to the divine regions of philoſophy and 
truth, on the wings of ſtudious contemplation. 
But his eloquence was loſt upon me, whom two 
conſiderations enabled to withſtand his temptati- 
ons; namely, my promiſe to my uncle, and my 
averſion to an eccleſiaſtical life; for as to the 
difference of religion, J looked upon it as a thing 
of too ſmall moment to come into competition 
with a man's fortune. — Finding me immoveable 
on this head, he told me, he was more forry 
than offended at my non- compliance, and fill 


ready to employ his good offices in my behalf. — 


* 'The fame erroneous maxims {ſaid he) that ob- 
* ſtru& your promotion in the church, will in- 
* fallibly prevent your advancement in the ar- 


my; but if you can brook the condition of a 


« fervant, I am acquainted with ſome people of 
„rank at Verſailles, to whom I can give you 
« letters of recommendation, that you may be 
« entertained by ſome one of them, in quality of 
& mailre d'hotel, and I do not doabt that your 
« qualifications will ſoon entitle you to a better 
* proviſion. ”—l embraced his offer with great 
eagerneſs ; and he appointed me to come back 
in the afternoon, when he would not only give 


me the letters, but likewiſe introduce me to a 
capuchin of his acquaintance, who intended to 


ſet out for Paris next morning, in whoſe compa- 
ay L might travel, without being at the expence 
of one livre during the whole journey. This 
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picce of good news gave me infinite pleaſure ; 1 
acknowledged my obligations to the bencvolent 
father in the moſt grateful expretſions ; and he 
performed his promiſe to a title, in delivering 
the letters, and making me acquainted with the 
capuchin, with whom 1 departed next morning 
by break of day. 

It was not long before I diſcovered my fellow 
traveller to be a merry facetious fellow, who not- 
withſtanding his profeſſion and appearance of 
raortification, loved good eating and drinking 

<rter than his roſary, and paid more adoration to 
a pretty girl than to the Virgin Mary or St Ge- 
nevive. He was a thick brawny young man, 
with red eye-brows, a hook noſe, à face covered 
with freckles; and his name was Frere Balthazar. 
His order did not permit him to wear linen, fo 
that having little occaſion to undreſs himſelf, he 
was none of the cleanlieſt animals in the world; 
and his conſtitution was naturally ſo ſtrong ſcen- 
ted, that J always thought it covenient to keep 
to the windward of him in our march——As he 
was perfectly well known on the road, we fared 
ivmptuouſly without any coſt, and the fatigue of 
ur journey was much alleviated by the good hu— 
mour of my companion, who ſung an infinite 

number of Jour catches on the ſubjects of love 
and wine. We took up our lodging the 
{r{t night at a peafant's houſe, not far from Ab- 
be V1 lie, where we were entertained with an 
cxccilent ra-gout, cooked by our landlord's 
danghters, one of whom was very handſome: 
Alter having eat heartily, and drank a ſufficient 
quantity of vin du Pais, we were conducted to 
a barn, where we found a couple of carpets 
ipread upon clean ſtraw for our reception. 
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We had not lain in this ſituation above half an 
hour, when we heard ſomebody: knock ſoftly at 
the door, upon which Balthazer got up, and let 
ig our hoſt's two daughters, who wanted to 
have ſome private converſation with him in the 
dark; when they had whiſpered together ſome 
time, the capuchin came to me, and aſked if 1 
Was :ſcnk ble to love, or ſo hard-hearted as to 
refuſe a ſhare of my bed to a pretty maid, who 
nad a fendreſſe for me ] mult own, to my ſhame, 
that I ſuffered myſelf to be overcome by my 
paſſion, and with great eagerneſs ſeized the \oc- 
caſion, when I underſtood that the amiable Na- 
nette was to be my bed-fellow. In vain did 
my reaſon ſuggeſt the reſpe& I owed to my dear 
miſtreſs Narciſſa; the idea of that lovely char- 
mer, rather increaſed than allayed the ferment 
of my ſpirits; and the young Paiſanne had 
no reaſon to complain of my remembrance. 
Early in the morning, the kind creatures left us 
to our repoſe, which laſted till eight o'clock, 

when we got up, and were treated at breakfaſt 
with chocolate and /* eau de vie by our para- 
mours, of whom we took a tender leave, after my 
companion had confeſſed and given them abſo— 
lution.— While we procceded on our journey, 
the converſation turned upon the night's ad— 
venture, being introduced by the capuchin, who 
alked me how liked my lodging: I declared 
my ſatisfaction, and talked in rapture of the a- 
greeable Nanette; at which he ſhook his head, 

and ſmiling, ſaid, ſhe was a morceau pour la Jed ng 
bouche. I never valued myſelf (continued he) 
upon any thing ſo much as the conqueſt of 
Nanette; and, vanity apart, I have been pret- 
A ty fortunate in my amours.” ——— This infor- 


} 
j 
| 
i 
| 
14 
| 
l 


tation to ſeal, 
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mation ſhocked me not a little, as I was well con- 
vinced of his intimacy with her ſiſter ; and tho' 
I profelt my aſtoniſhment at his laſt night's choice, 
when I ſuppoſed, the other was at his devotion. — 
To this he anſwered, that befides his natural 
complaiſance to the ſex, he had another reaſon 
to diſtribute his favours equally between them; 
namely, to preſerve peace in the family, which 
could not otherwiſe be maintained; — that 
moreover Nanette had conceived an affection 
for me, and he loved her too well to baulk her 
inclination ; more eſpecially when he had an op- 
8 of obliging his friend at the ſame 
time. ] thanked him for this inſtance of his 
friendſhip, though 1 was extremely diſguited at 
his want of delicacy, and curſed the occaſion 
that threw me in his way Libertine as 1 
was, F could not bear to "xn a man behave ſo 
wide of the character he aſſumed: I looked upon 
him as a perſon of very little worth and honeſty, 
and ſhould have even kept a wary eye upon my 
pocket, if I had thought he could have any temp- 
But 1 could not conceive 
the uſe of money to a capuchin, who is obliged, 


by the rules of his order, to appear like a beggar, 


and enjoy all other neceſſaries of life gratis; be- 
ſides, my fellow- traveller ſeemed to be of a com- 
plection too careleſs and ſanguine to give me any 
apprehenſion on that ſcore ; ſo that J proceeded 
with great confidence, in expectation of being 
ſoon at my journey's end. 


IWe 
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We lodge at a horſe near Amiens, where I am robbed by the 
capuchin, who eſcapes while I am aflcep—1 go 10 Noyons 
in ſearch of "him, but with; 4 ſucceſs —1 make my condition 
kuown to ſeveral people, but find no relief I grow deſpe- 


rate---jin a company of foldiers---inbſt in the regiment of 
Picardy---we are ordered into Germany -I find the fatigues 


of the march almoſt intollerable---quarrel with my comerade 


in a diſpute upon politics---he challenges me to the field, 
wounds and diſarms me. 


HE third FO of our pilgrimage, we paſ- 

ſed at a houſe near Amiens, where, Bal- 
thazer being unknown, we ſupped upon indif- 
ferent fare, and ſour wine, and were fain to lie 
in a garret upon an old mattreſs, which, I be- 
lieve, had been in the poſſeſſion of ten thouſand 
myriads of fleas, time out of mind. We did 
not invade their territory with impunity ; in 
leſs than a minute we were attacked with ſtings 
innumerable, in ſpite of which, however, I fell 
faſt aſleep, being exceſhvely fatigued with our 
day's march, and did not wake till nine next 
morning, when ſeeing myſelf alone, I ſtarted up 
in a terrible fright, and examining my pockets, 
found my preſaging fear too true! My companion 
had made free with my caſh, and left me to ſeek 
my way to Paris by myſelf! 1 ran down ſtairs im- 
mediately; and with a look full of grief and amaze- 
ment enquired for the medicant, who, they gave 
me to underſtand, had ſet out four hours before, 
after having told them | was a little indiſpoſed, 
and defired I might not be diſturbed, but be in- 
formed when I ſhould wake, be had taken the 
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road to Noyons, where he would wait for my 
coming at the Coq D'Or. — I {puke not a word, 
but-with a heavy heart directed my courſe to that 
place, at which I arrived in the afternoon, faint- 
ing with wearineſs and hunger; but learned, to 
my utter confuſion, that no ſuch perſon had 
been there ! it was happy for me that J 
had a good deal of reſentment in my conſti- 
tution, which animated me on ſuch occaſions, 
againſt the villany of mankind, and enabled me 
to bear misfortunes otherwiſe intollerable. 
Boiling with indignation, I diſcovered to the holt 
my deplorable condition, and inveighed with 
great bitterneſs againſt the treachery of Baltha- 
zar; at which he ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, and 
with a peculiar grimace on his countenance, ſaid, 
he was ſorry for my misfortune ; but there was 
no remedy like patience. At that inſtant 
ſome gueſts arrived, to whom he.haſtened to 
offer his ſervice, leaving me mortiſied at his in- 
difference, and fully perſuaded that an inn- keep- 
er is the ſame ſordid animal all over the world. 
— While 1 ſtood in the porch, forlorn and un- 
determined, yenting ejaculations of curſes a- 
oainſt the thief who had robbed me, and the old 
priett who recommended him to my friendſnip; 
a young gentleman richly dreſſed, attended by a 
valet de chambre and two ſervants in livery,arrived 
at the inn. I thought ] perceived a god deal of 
ſweetneſs, and good nature in his countenance z 
therefore he had no ſooner alighted than 1 ac- 
es him, and in a few words expiained my 
ſituation: He liſtened with great politeneſs, and 
bo hen J * a an end of my ſtory, «id 
Well, ſieur, what would you have me 


do?: Th Was 25 effo@tually abaſhed at this inter: o- 


RODERICE'RANDOM, F? 


cation, Which I believed no min of common 
ſenſe or generoſity could make, and made no 
other reply than a low bow : He returned the 
compliment ſtill lower, and tript into as apart- 
ment, while the landlord let me know, that my 
ſtandipg there to interrupt company gave offence, 
and might do him infinite prejudice. He had 
no occaliontorepeat his inſinuation; I moved from 
the Pace. immediately; and was jo much traulport- 


ed with grief, anger, and diſdain, that a torrent, 


of blood gulned from my noltrils. In this 
extacy, | quitted Noyons, and betook myteir to 


the ſelds, where J wandered about like one dif- 


tracted, till my ſpirits w ere quite exbauſted, and 
] was oblized to throw myſelf down at the roo 

of a tree, to reſt my wearied limbs. 3 
my rage forſook me, I began to feel the impor— 
tunate cravings of nature, and relapſed into ſilent 
ſorrow and melancholy refieftion, I revolved all 
the crimes I had been guiity of, and found them 
ſo few and venial, that I could not comprehen\ 
the juſtice of that Providence, which after ha- 
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ving expoſed me to ſo much wretchedneſs and. 


danger, leit me a prey to famine at laſt in a fo- 
reign country, where | had not one fend or ac- 
quaintance to cloſe my eyes, and do the laſt offi- 
ces of humanity to my miſerable carcaſe — 4 
tbouſand times I wiſhed myſelf a bear, that 1 
might retreat to woods and deſerts, far from the 
innoſpitable haunts of man, where I could live 


by my own talons, independent of treachercus 


ſriends, and ſupercilious ſcorn. 


As I lay in this manner, groaning over my 


hapleſs fate, L heard the found of a violin, and 
ailing my head, perceived a company of men and 
women dancing on the graſs at {ome dijlance 
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£om me 


every ſelfiſh thought is baniſhed, and the hear: 
dilated with mirth and ſocial joy; wherefore ! 
got up and approached thoſe people, whom | 
ſoon diſcovered to be a party of ſoldiers, with 


their wives and children, unbending and divert- 


ing themſelves at this rate, after the fatigue of a 


2arch. 


I had never before ſeen ſuch a parc] 


of ſcare-crows together, neither could I reconci'e 
their meagre gaunt Jooks, their ſqualid and rag- 


ged attire, and every other external ſymptom 
of extreme woe, and this appearance of feſti- 
vity. I ſaluted them however, and was re- 
ceived with great politeſſe; after whieh they 
formed a ring and danced round me. — 
his jollity had a wonderful effect upon my ſpi- 
rits? 1 was infected with their gaiety, and in ſpite 
of my diſmal ſituation forgot my cares, and join- 
ed in their extravagance. ——— When we had 
recreated ourſelves a good while at this diverſion, 
the ladies ſpread their mantuas on the ground, 
upon Which they emptied their knapſacks of ſome 
onions, coarſe bread, and a fery flaſks of poor 
wine: Being invited to a ſhare of the banquet, | 
fat down with the reſt, and in the whole courle 
of my life never made a more comfortable mea. 
When our repaſt was ended, we got up 
again to dance; and now that 1 found myſelf re- 
freſhed, I behaved to the admiration of every 
body: I was loaded with a thouſand compliments 
and profeſſions of friendſhip z the men commend- 


ed my perfon and agility, and the women were 


loud in the praiſe of my bonne grace ; the ſer- 
jeant in particular, expreſſed ſo much regard for 


me, and deſeribed the agreeableneſs of a ſoldier's 


looked upon this to be a favour. 
able ſeaſon for diſtreſs to attract compaſſion, when 


— 
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life with ſo ch art, that I began to liſten to 
his propoſal of enliſting me in the ſervice ; and 
the more I conſidered my own condition, the 
more 1 was convinced of the neceſſity I was 
under to come to a ſpeedy determination. 
Having therefore maturely weighed the circum— 
ſtances pro and con, I ſigniſied my conſent, and 
was admitted into the regiment of Picardy, ſald 
to be the oldeſt corps in Europe. The com- 
pany to which this command belonged, was quar- 
tered at a village not far off, whither we marched 
next day, and I was preſented to my captain, who 
ſcemed- very well pleaſed with my appearance, 
gave me a crown to drink, and ordered me to be 
accommodated with cloaths, arms and acoutre- 
ments. - Whereupon 1 fold my livery ſuit, 
purchaſed linen, and as I was at great pains to 
learn the exercite, iu a very ſhort time became a 
compleat ſoldier. 

It was not long before we reccived orders to 
join ſeveral more regiments, and march with all 
expedition into Germany, in order to reinforce 
Mareſchal Duc de Noailles, who was then en- 
camped with his army on the ſide of the river 
Main, to watch the motions of the Engliſh, 
Auſtrians, and Heſſians, under the command of 
the Earl of Stair. We began our march ac- 
cordingly, and then I became acquainted with 
that part of a ſoldier's life to which I had been 
a ſtranger hitherto.---lt is impoſſible to deſeribe 
the hunger and thirſts 1 ſuſtained, and the fa- 
tigue I underwent in a march of ſo many hun- 
dred miles; during which I was ſo much chafed 
with the heat and motion of my limbs, that in a 
very ſhort time the inſide of my thighs and legs 
were . of ſkin, and I proceeded in the 
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utmoſt torture, This misfortune I owed to 
the plumprets of my conſtitution, which 1 cur- 
fed, and envied the withered condition of my 
comerades, whoie bodies could not fpare juice 
enough to ſupply a common iffue, and were in- 
deed proof againſt all manner of friction. The 
continual! pain I felt made me fretful, and my 
peeviſhneſs was increaſed by the mortificat ion of 
my pride in ſeeing theſe miſcrable wretches, 
whom a hard gale of wind would have ſcattered 
through the air like chaff, bear thoſe toils with 
alacrity, under which I was ready to ſink. 

One day while we enjoyed a halt, and the ſoldi- 
ers with their wives had gone out to dance, ac- 
cording to cuſtom, my comerade ſtaid at home 
with me on pretence of friendihip, and inſulted 
me with his pity and conſolation | He told me, 
though 1 was young and tender at preſent, IWould 
ſoon be ſeaſoned to the ſervice ; and he did not 
doubt but I ſhovid have the honour to contri— 
be in ſome meaſure to the glory of the King.— 
& Have courage, therefore, my child, (ſaid he} 
« and pray to the good Gop, that you may be 
de as happy as I am, who have had the honour of 
« ferving Lewis the Great, and of receiving ma- 
ny wounds in helping to eſtabliſh his glory.“ 
--- When 1 looked upon the contemptible object 
that pronounced theſe words, I was amazed at 
te infatuation that poſſeſſed him; and could 
ot help expreſſing my aſtoniſhment at the ab- 
ferdity of a rational being, who thinks himſelt 
highly honourcd in being permitted to encoun- 
ter abject poverty, oppreſſion, famine, diſeaſe, 
mutilation and evident death, merely to gratify 
the vicious ambition of a Prince, by whom his 
tufferings were diſregarded, and his name utterly 
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unknown. - obſerved, that if his fituation was 
the conſequence of compulſion, as having been 
preſſed into the ſervice, [ would praiſe his patience 
aud fortitude in bearing his lot ;---1f he had ta- 
ken up arms in defence of his injured country, 
he was to be applauded for his patriotiſm ;---or 
if he had fled to this way of life as a refage from 
a greater evil, he was juſtifiable in his own con- 
ſcience (though I could have no notion of miſery 
more extreme than that he ſuffered ;) but to put 
his condition on the foot of conducing to the 
glory of his prince, was no more than profeſſing 
himſelf a deſperate ſlave, who voluntarily under- 
went the utmoſt wretchedneſs and p-ril, and 
committed the molt flagrant crimes, to ſooth the 
barbarous pride of a fellow creature, his ſuperior 
in nothing but the power he derived from the 
fabmiſhon of ſuch wretches as he. The ſoldier 
was very much affronted at the liberty I took 
with his king, which, he faid, nothing bat my 
ignorance would excuſe : He affirmed, that the 
characters of princes were ſacred, and ought not 
to be profaned by the cenſure of their ſubjects, 
who are bound by their allegeance to obey their 
commands, of what nature ſoever, without ſeru— 
ple or repining.---And advited me to correct the 
rebellious principles { had imbibed among the 
Eagliſn, who, for their inſolence to their kings, 
dere notorious all over the world, even to a pro- 
verb. 0 
Le roy d Angleterre, 
Et le roy de Þ Enfer. 

In vindication of my countrymen, I repeated 
all che arguments commonly uſed to prove, that 
erery man has a natural right to liberty; that 
allegeance and protection are reciprocal; that 
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when the mutual ties are broken by the tyranny 


of the King, he is accountable to the people for 


his breach of contract, and ſubject ro the penal- 


ty of the law; and that thoſe inſurrections of the 


Engliſh, which are branded with the name 9f re- 
bellion by the ſlaves of arbitrary power, were nv 
other than glorious efforts to reſcue that inde- 
pendence, which was their birth-right, from the 
ravenous claws of ujurping ambition. The 
Frenchman, provoked at the little deference | 
paid to the kiugly name, Joſt all patience, and 
reproached me in ſuch a manner, that my tem- 
per forſook me, and 1 clinched my ſiſt, with an 
intention to give him an hearty box on the ear. 
—Perceiving my deſign, he {tarted back, and de- 
manded a parley ; upon which | checked my in- 
dignation, and he gave me to underſtand, that a 
Frenchman never forgave a blow ; therefore, it 
I was not weary of my lite, I would do well to 
ſpare him that mortification, and do him the ho- 
nour of meaſuring his ſword with mine, like a 
gentleman. —I took his advice, and followed him 
io a field hard by, where indeed 1 was aſhamed 
at the pitiful figure of my antagoniſt, who was a 
poor, little, ſhivering creature, decrepid with 
age, and blind of one eye. But I ſoon found the 
folly of judging from appearance; being at the 
ſecond pals wounded in the ſword-hand, and 
inmediately diſarmed with ſuch a jerk, that [ 
thought the joint was diſlocated. —1 was no leſs 
confounded than enraged at this event, eſpecially 
as my adverſary did not bear his ſucceſs with all 
the moderation that might have been expected; 
for he inſiſted upon my aſking pardon for my 


preſumption in affronting his king and him. 


This 1 would by no means comply with, but 
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told him, it was a mean condeſcenſion, which no 
gentleman in his circumſtances ought to propole, 
and none in my ſituation perform ;- and if he 
perſiſted in his ungenerous demand, I would in 
my turn claim ſati faction with my mulicer, at 
which weapon we ſhould be more upon a par, 
than with the ſword, of which he ſeemed ſo 
much maſter. 


C HAP. XLIV. 


The Gaſcon does not uſe his victory with all the moderation 
that might have been expeRed.------In order to be revenged I 
learn the ſcience of defence------ We join Mareſchal Duc de 
Noailles------ are engaged with the allies at Dettingen, and 


put to flight — the behaviour of the French ſoldiers o 


that occaſion=----=--- I induſtriouſly ſeek another combat with 
the old Gaſton, and vanquiſh him in my turn. our re- 
giment is put into winter quarters at Rheims, where I find my 
friend Strap: our recognition he ſupplies me with 
money, and procures my diſcharge------we take a trip 10 
Paris ; from whence we ſet out for London, by the way 
of Flaaders, where we ſafely arrive. | 


E was diſconcerted at this declaration, to 

which he made no reply, but repaired to 
the dancers, among whom he recounted his vic- 
tory with many exaggerations and gafconades 
while I taking up my ſword, went to my quar- 
ters and examined my wound, which 1 found 
was of no conſequence, —— The ſame day an I- 
rin drummer, having heard my misfortune, viſit- 
ed me, and after having condoled with me on 
the chance of war, gave me to underſtand, that 
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he was maſter of the ſword, and would in a ve- 

ry ſhort time inſtruct me ſo thoroughly in that no- 
ble ſclence, that I ſhould be able to chaſtiſe the 
old gaſcon for his inſolent boaſting at my expence. 
This friendly office he proffered on pretence 
of the regard he had for his countrymen; but I at- 
terwards learned, the true motive was no other 
than a jealouſy he entertained, of a correſpond— 
ence between the Frenchman and his wife, which 
he did not think proper to reſent in perſon, 
Be this as it will, I accepted his offer, and practi- 
ſed his leſſons with ſuch application, that I ſoon 
believed myſelf a match for my conqueror.—— 
In the mean time we continued our march, and 


arrived at the camp of Mareſchal Noailles, the 


night before the battle of Dettingen. Notwith- 


ſtanding the fatigue we had undergone, our re- 


giment was one of thoſe that were ordered next 
day to croſs the river under the command of the 
Duc de Gramont, to take poſſehon of a narrow 
defile, through which the allies muſt of neceſſity 


have paſſed at a great diſadvantage, or remain 


where they were, and periſh for want of proviſi- 
on, if they would not condeſcend to ſurrender at 
diſcretion. How they ſuffered themſelves to 
be pent up in this Manner, it is not my province 
to relate; I ſhall only obſerve, that when he had 
taken poſſefhion of our ground, I heard an old 
officer in converſation id another, profeſs a 
ſorprize at the conduct of Lord Stair, who had 
the reputation of a good general. — ut it 


ſeems, at this time, that nobleman was oyer-ruled, 
and only acted in an inferior character; ſo that nv 


part of the blame could be imputed to him, who 
declared bis diſapprobation of the ſtep, in con- 
ſequence of which the whole army was in the 
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utmoſt danger. ; bur providence or deſtiny acted 
miracles in their behalf, by diſpoſing the Duc de 
Gramont to quit his advantageous poſt, paſs the 
defile and attack the Engliſh, who were drawn 
up in order of battle on the plain, and who hand- 
led us ſo roughly, that after having loſt a great 
number of men, we turned our backs without ce— 
remony, and fled with ſuch precipitation, that 
many hundreds periſhed in the river, through 
pure fear and confuſion; for the enemy was ſo 


generous, that they did not purſue us one inch 


of ground; and if our conſternation. would have 
permitted, we might have retreated with great 
order and deliberation. But notwithitanding 
the royal clemency of the king of Great Bruain, 
who headed the allies in perſon, and no doubt 
put a ſtop to the carnage, our loſs amounted to 
zoco men, among whom were many officers of 
diſtinction. Our miſcarriage opened a paſ- 
ſage for the {oe to Hanau, whither they imme - 
diately marched, leaving their ſick and wounded 
to the care of the French, who next day took 
poſſeſnon of the field, of battle, buried the dead, 
and treated the living with humanity. This 
was a great conſolation to us, who thence took 
ocaſion to claim the victory; and the genius of 
tie French nation never appeared more conſpicu- 
ous than now. in the rhodomontades they utter- 
ed on the ſubje& of their generoſity and courage: 
Every man, (by his own account) performed 
ieats that would have ſhamed all the heroes of 
antiquity. —— One compared himſelf to a lion 
retiring at leiſare from his cowardly purſuers, 
who keep at a wary diſtance, and gall him with 
their darts. Another likened himſelf to a 


bear thar retreats with his. fare to the enemy, 
Vol. II. 1 
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who dare not affail him; and the the third al- 
fan ned the character of a deſperate i ſtag, that turns 
upon the hounds and keeps them at bay.—-- 
There was not a private ſoldier engaged, who. 
had not, by the prowels of his f. ingle arm, de- 
moliſhed a whole platoon, or put a ſquadron of 
horſe to flight; and above others the meagre 
gaſcon extolled his exploits above thoſe of Her 
4455 or Charlemaigne.------As I full retained 
my reſentment for the diſgrace I ſuffered in my 
lalt rencontre with him, and now that I thought 
myfelf qualified, I longed for an opportunity to 
retrieve my honour 3 1 magnified the valour of 
the Engliſh with all the hyperboles 1 could ima- 
gin2, and decried the puſillanimity of the French, 
in the ſame ſtile, comparing them to hares flying 
before grey-hounds, or mice purſued by cats; 
and paſſed an ironical compliment on the ſpeed 
he exerted, in his flight, which, conſidering his 
age and infirmities, I ſaid was ſurpriſing. He 
was ſtung to the quick by this ſarcaſm, and with 
an air of threatening diſdain, bid me know my- 
ſelf better, and remember the correction I had al- 
ready received from him for my inſolence; for 
be might not always be in the humour of ſparing 
a wretch who abuſed his goodneſs. To this in- 
_ made no reply, but by a kick on the 
breech, which overturned him in an inſtant. ----- - 
He ſtarted up with a wonderful agility, and draw- 
ing his ſword, attacked me with great fury: Se- 
veral people interpoſed, but when he informed 
them of its being an affair of honour, they retired, 
and left us ta decide the battle by ourſelves. I 
ſuſtained his onſet with little damage, having 
only received a {mall ſcratch on my right ſhoul- 


der, and ſecing his breath and yigour almoſt ers- 
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hauſted, aſſaulted him in my turn, cloſed with 
him, and wreſted the {ſword out of his hand in 
the ſtrupgle.------ Having thus acquired the vic- 
tory, 1 deſired him to beg his life; to which he 
made no anſwer, but ſhrugged up his thoulders 
to his ears, expanded his hands, elevated the ikin 
of his forehead and eye-brows, and deprefied the 
corner of his mouth, in ſuch a manner, that L 
could ſcarce refrain from laughing aloud ar his 
groteſque appearance. — That I might, however 
mortify his vanity, which had try imphed without 
bounds over my misfortune, I thruſt his ſyord 
up to the hilt in ſomething (it was not a tanſy) 
that lay ſmoaking on the pla n, and Joined the 
reſt of the ſoldiers with an air of tranquiility and 
difference. 

There was nothing more of moment attempt- 
ed by either of the armies during the re: maining 
part of the campaign, which being ended, the 
Engliſh marched back to the Netherlauds; part 
of our army was detached to French Flanders 
and our regiment ordered to winter- quarters in 
Champaigne. It was the fate of the grenadicr 
company, to which I nod belonged, to lie at 
Rheims, where 1 found myſelf in the utmoſt want 
of every thing, My pay, which amounted to 
five ſols a-day, far from ſupplying me with neceſ- 
ſaries, was ſcarce ſufficient to procure a wretch- 
ed ſubſiſtence, to keep foul and body together ; 
ſo that J was, by hunger and hard duty, brought 
down to the meagre condition of my fellow 
ſoldiers, and my linen reduced from three to- 
lerable ſhirts, to two pair of ſleeves and necks, 
the bodies having been long ago converted into 
ſpatterdaſhes ; and after all, I was better provi- 
ded than any other man in the regiment, —— 
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In this urgency of my affairs, I wrote to my un- 
cle in England, though my hopes from that quar- 
ter were not at all ſanguine, for the reaſons 1 have 
already explained, and in the mean time, had 
recourſe to my old remedy patience, conſolinꝑ 
myſelf with the flattering ſuggeſtions of a lively 
imagination, that never abandoned me in my dit- 
treſs. | 
One day, while I ſtood centinel at the gate of a 
general officer; a certain nobleman came to the 
door, followed by a gentleman in mourning, to 
whom at parting, I heard him fay, “ You may 
„depend upon my good offices.” This aſſu- 
rance was anfwered by a low bow of the perſon in 
black, who turning to go away, diſcovered to 
me the individual countenance of my old friend 
and adherent Strap was ſo much aſtonifhed 
at the ſight, that I loſt the power of utterance, 
and befor24 could recolle& myſelf, he was gone 
without taking any notice of me. Indeed had 
he ſtaid, 1 ſcarce would have ventured to accolt 
him; becanſe, though I was perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the features of his face, I could 
not be poſitively certain as to the reit of his per- 
ion, which was very much altered for the better, 
Hiace he leit me at London; neither could I 
Fonjecture by what means he was enabled to 
appear in the ſphere of a gentleman, to which, 
while I knew him, he had not even the ambition 
to aſpire, But 1 was too much concerned 
in the aſſair to neglect further information, and 
therefore took the firſt opportunity of aſking the 
porter if he knew the gentleman” to whom the 
 Merquis ſpoke, The Swiſs told me, his name was 
Monlieur d'Eſtrapes, that he had been valet de 
.coambre to an Engliſh gentleman lately deceaſed, 
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and that he was very much regarded by the 
Marquis, for his fidelity to his Matter, between 
whom and that nobleman a very intimate friend- 
ihip had ſubſiſted. ——— Nothing could be more 
agrecable to me than this piece of intelligence, 
which baniſhed all doubt of its being my friend, 
who had found means to Frenchify his name, as 
well as his behaviour, ſince we parted. As foon 
therefore as I was relieved, | went to his lod- 
ging, according to a direction given me by the 
Swils, and had the good fortune to ſind him at 
home. That I might ſurprize him the more, I 
concealed my name and bulinefs, and only de- 
fired the ſervant of the houſe, to tel] Monſieur 
d' Eſtrapes, that l begged the honour of an half 
hour's converſation with him. He was con- 
founded and diſmayed at this meſſage, when he 
underitood it was fent by a ſoldier, though he 
was conſcious to himſelf of no crime; all that he 
had heard of the Baſtile appeared to his imagina- 
tion with aggravated horror, and it was not be- 
fore l had waned a conſiderable time, that he had 
reſolution enough to bid the ſervant ſhew me up 
{tairs. —— When I entered his chamber, he re- 
turned my bow with great civility, and endea- 
voured with forced complaiſance, to diſguiſe his 
tear, which appeared in the paleneſs of his face, 
the wildneſs of his looks, and the ſhaking of his 
limbs. - was diverted at his conſternation, 
which redoubled, when I told him (in French) 
I had bufineſs for his private ear, and demanded 
a particular audience. The valet being 
withdrawn, I aſked in the ſame language, if his 
name was d' Eſtrapes: To which he anſwered, with 
"A faultering tongue, The ſame, at your ſervice.“ 


“ Are you a Frenchman ? (ſaid I ps I 
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*© have not the honour of being a Frenchman born 
** (replied he) but I have an infinite veneration 
& for the country.“ I then deſired he would 
do me the honour to look at me, which he 1.0 
ſooner did, than {truck with my appearance, ke 
ſtarted back, and cried in Engliſh, „O Jeſus !— 
« {ure it can't! No, 'tis impoſſible !- I ſmiled 
at his interjections, ſaying, „] ſuppoſe you are 

too much of a gentleman to own your friend 
& in adverſity.” ———— When he heard me pro- 
nounce theſe words in our own language, he leap- 

ed upon me in a tranſport of joy, hung about my 
neck, kiſſed me from car to ear, and blubbered 


like a great ſchool-boy who had been whipt 
Then obſerving my dreſs, he ſet up his throat, 


crying, «© O IL. d! O L------6! that ever! 
* ſhould live to ſee my deareſt friend reduce 

to the condition of a foot ſoldier in the French 
ſervice ! Why did you conſent to my leaving 
you? But I know the reaſon ven 
thought you had got more creditable friends, 
and grew aſhamed of my acquaintance Ah! 
Lord help us ! tho? I was a little ſhort ſighted, 
] was not altogether blind: And though 
did not complain, I was not the leſs ſenſible 
& of your unkindneſs, which was indeed the 
only thing that induced me to ramble abroad, 
& the Lord knows whither ; but I muſt own it 
has been a lucky ramble for me, and ſo ] for- 
c give you, and may God forgive you — 0 
& L—d! O L—d! is it come to this! 1 
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was nettled at the charge, which, though juſt, I 


could not help thinking unſeafonable, and told 
him with ſome tartneſs, that whether his ſuſpi- 
cions were well or ill grounded, he might have 


choſen a more convenient N of intro 
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ducing them: And that the queſtion now was, 
whether or no he found himſelf diſpoſed to lend 
me any afhitance. “ PDiſpoled { y (replied he 
ee with great emotion) I ng nt ron had known 
6% me ſo well, as to aſſure yourſelf, without afle- 
« ing, that J and all that belongs to me are at 
« your command. ——In the mean time, you 
“ ſhall dine with me, and I will tell you ſome- 
„thing that, perhaps, will not be diſplealing 
« unto you.''—— Then wringing my hand, he 
ſaid ** It makes my heart bleed to fee you in that 
* garb!” I thanked him for his invitation, 
which, I obſerved, could not be unwelcome, 
to a perſon who had not eaten a comfortable 
meal theſe ſeven months; but I had another re- 
queſt to make, which I begged he would grant 
before dinner, and that was the loan of a 
ſhirt. For although my back had been many 
weeks a ſtranger to. any comfort of this kind, 
my ſkin was not yet quite familiarized , to 
the want of it. He ſtared in my face, 
with a woeful countenance, at this declaration, 
which he could ſcarce believe, until I explained 
it, by unbuttoning my coat, and diſcloſing my 
naked body ; a circumſtance that ſhocked the 
tender hearted Strap, who, with tears in his eyes 
ran to a cheſt of drawers, and taking out ſome 
linen, preſented to me a very fine rufffed holland 
(birt, and a cambrick neck- cloth, aſſuring me, he 
had three dozen of the ſame kind at my fervice.— 
J was ravithed at this piece of good news, and 
having accommodated myſelf in a moment, hug- _ 
py my benefactor for his generous offer, ſaying, 
was overjoyed to find him undebauched by 
proſperity, which ſeldom fails of corrupting the 
heart. He beſpoke for dinner, ſome ſoup 
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and bouille, a couple of pullers roaſted, and a 
diſh of aſparagus, and in the interim entertained 


me with bifcuit and Burgundy ; after which he 


entreated me to gratify his longing deſire of 
knowing every circumſtance of my tortune ſince 
his departure from London. This I compli- 
ed with, beginning at the adventure of Gawkey, 
and relating every particular event in which 1 
had been concerned from that day to the pre- 
ſent hour. During the recital, my friend was 
ſtrongly affected, according to the various ſitu- 
ations deſcribed : He ſtarted with ſurprize, 
glowed with indignation, gaped with curioſity, 
{miled with pleaſure, trembled with fear, and 
wept with ſorrow, as the viciſitudes of my life 


inſpired theſe different paſſions; and when my, 


ſtory was ended, ſigniſied his amazement on the 


whole, by lifting up his eyes and hands, and pro- 


teſting, that though I was a young man I had 


ſuffered more than all the bleſſed martyrs. 


After dinner, I deſired in my turn, to know 
the particulars of his peregrination, and he fatis- 


fied me in a few words, by giving me to under- 


ftand, that he had lived a year at Paris with his 
matter; who, 1n that time, having accuired the 
Janguage, as well as the {aſhionavle exerciſes, to 
perfection, made the tour of France and Hol- 
land, during which excurſion, he was ſo unfor- 
tunate as to meet with three of his own coun- 
try-men on their travels, in whoſe company he 
committed fuch exceſſes, that his conſtitution 
failed, and he fell into à conſumption ; that by 
the advice of phyhetans he went to Montpelier 
for the benefit of good air, and recovered ſo well 
in ſix weeks, that he returned to Rheims, ſeem- 
jagly in good health, where he had not continu- 
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ed above a month, when he was feized with a 
looſeneſs, that carried him ci in ten days, to the 
unſpeakable forruw : all who knew him, and 
eſpecially of Strap, who had been very happy in 
his ſervice, aud given ſuch ſatisfadion, that his 
mater Cu his death- bed, recommended him to 


7 perſons of diſtingt tion for his diligence, 
15 Ys ns affection, and leſt him by will, his 


V. 2aring apparel, goid watch, ſword, rings, ready 
money "and all the moveables he had in France, 
to the RY je of three hundred pounds, „which 
„ now (ſald he) in the ficht of God and man, 
6 ſurrender to jour abſolute diſpoſal ; Here are 
„ my keys, take them, I beſcech you, and God 
give you joy of the poſfeſſion.“ My brain 
was almoſt turned with this ſudden change ot 
fortune, which I could ſcarce believe real; - how- 
ever, I poſitively refuſed this extravagant prot - 


fer of my friend, and put him in miad of my 


being a ſoldier; at which he ſtarted, crying, 


Gao that's true We malt procure your 
by diſcharge—T have ſome intereſt with a nol: le- 
„ man who 1s able to do me that favour.““ 
We conſulted about this affair, and it was deter- 
mined, that Monſieur d' Eſtrapes ſhould wait 
upon the Marquis in the morning, and tell bim 
he had by accident ſound his brother, whom he 
had not ſeen for many years before, a private 
ſoldier in the regiment of Picardy, and implore 
that nobieman's intereſt lor his difcharge 


In the mean time, we enjoyed ourſelves over a 

bottle of good Burgundy, and ſpent the evening 

in concerting ſchemes for our future conduct, 

in caſe I ſhould be ſo lucky as to get rid of the 

army——The buſineſs was to make ourſelves 

zaſy for life, by means of his legacy, a tall very 
Vox. II. K 
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difficult, and, in the uſual methods of laying ont 
money, altogether impracticable; ſo that after 
much canvaſſing, we could come to no reſolu— 
tion that night, but when we parted, recom- 


mended the matter to the ſerious attention of 


each other. As for my own part, 1 pazzled my 
imagination to no purpoſe ; when I thought of 


turning merchant, the ſmallneſs of our Rock, 


and the rifk of ſeas, enemies, and markets, ths 
terred me from that ſcheme. - If 1 ſhould 
ſettle as a ſurgeon in my own country, I would 
find the buſineſs already overſtocked; or if I 
pretended to ſet up in England, I muſt labour 
under want of friends and powerful oppoſition, 
ubſtacles unſurmountable by the moſt ſhining 
merit; neither would 1 ſucceed in my endeavours 
to riſe in the ſtate, inaſmuch as I could neither 
flatter nor pimp for courtiers, nor proſtitute my 
pen in defence of a wicked and contemptible ad- 
miniſtration —— Before I could form one feaſible 
project, I fell aſleep, and my fancy was bleſſed 
with the image of the dear Narciſſa, who ſeem- 
ed to {mile upon my paſſion, and offer her hand 
as a reward for all my toils. 

Early in the morning, I went to the lodgings 
of my friend, whom I found exulting over his 
happy invention; for I no ſooner entered his 
apartment, than be addreſſed me in theſe words, 
with a ſmile of ſelf applauſe: Well, Mr Ran- 
« dom, a lucky thought may come into a fool's 


% head ſometimes.-------T have hit it I'll 
* hold you a button my plan is better than yours, 
& for all your learning. . But you ſhall have 


« the preference in this as in all other things ; 
5 therefore proceed, and let us know the effects 
of your meditation, . and then | will im- 
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cc part my own ſimple excogitations. - told him 
that not one thought occurred to me which de- 
ſerved the leaſt notice, and ſignified my impati- 
ence to be acquainted with the fruits of his re- 


flection. 
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and herſelf reduced to miſery and deſpair. 


« As we have not (ſaid he) money 
ſufficient to maintain us during a tedious ex- 
pectation, it is my opinion, that a bold paſh 
mult be made, and J ſee none fo likely to ſuc- 
ceed, as your appearing in the character of a 
gentleman, (which is your due) and making 
your addreſſes to ſome lady of fortune who 
an render you independent at once. 
Nay, don't ſtare I affirm that this ſcheme 
is both prudent and honourable ; for I wonld 
not have you throw yourlelf away upon an 
old toothleſs, wheezing dame, whoſe breath 
would ftink you into a conſumption in leſs 
than three months; neither would I adviſe 
you to aſſume the character of a wealthy Squire, 


as your common fortune-hunters do, by which 


means many a poor lady is cheated into ma- 
trimony, and inſtead of enjoying the pomp and 
randeur that was pronuſed, fees her dowry 
ſeized by her huſband's rapacious creduors, 


No, I know you have a ſoul that diſdains ſuch | 
impoſition ; and are maſter of qualifications 
both of mind and body, which alone entitle 
you to a match, that will ſet you above the 
world. have cloaths in my poſſeſſion, 
that a Duke need not be aſhamed to wear.— 
believe they will fit you as they are —if 
not, there are plenty of taylors in France. —- 
Let us take a ſhort trip to Paris, and provide 
ourſelves in all other neceſſaries, then ſet out 


for England, where 1 intend to do myſelt the 
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honour of attending you in quality of va- 
& Jet.———This will ſave you the expence of 4 
« ſervant, ſhaving and dreſſing; and ] doubt nor 
but by the bletling of God, we thall bring mat- 
ters to a ſpeedy and fortunate iſſue. — Extra- 
vagant as this propoſal was, I liſtened to it with 
pleaſure, becauſe it flattered my vanity, and in- 
dulged a ridiculons hope 1 began to entertain of 
inſpiring Narciſſa with a mutual flame. 

After breakfaſt, Monſieur d' Eſtrapes went to 


pay his devoirs to the Marquis, and was fo ſuc- 


ceſsful in his application, that | obtained a dif- 
charge in a few days, upon which we ſet out for 
Paris Here I had time to reflect and congra- 
tulate myſelf upon this fudden tranſition of tate, 
which, to bear with moderation, required ſome 
degree of philoſophy and ſelf-denial. This 
will be more obvious, if I give a detail of the 
particulars, to the quiet poſſeſſion of which I was 


/ raiſed in an inſtant, from the moſt abject mitery 


and contempt. My wardrobe conſiſted of ive 


faſhionable coats full mounted, two of which 


were plain, one of cut velvet, one trimmed with 


gold, and another with filver-lace ; two irocks, 


one a white drab with large plate buttons, the 
other of blue, with gold binding; one wailt- coat 
of gold brocade; one of blue ſattin embroi— 
dered with ſilver; one of green ſilk, trimmed 
with broad figured gold lace; one of black ſük, 
with figures ; one of white ſattin; one of black 
cloth; and one of ſcarlet; {ix pair of cloth bree- 
ches; one pair of crimſon, and another of black 


velvet; twelve pair of white ſilk ſtockings, 23 


many of black ſilk, and the ſame number of fine 
cotton; one hat, laced with gold point d' Eſpagne, 
another with filyer Jace ſcolloped, a third with 
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gold binding, and a fourth plain; three dozen of 
fine ruffed ſhirts; as many neckclotbs; one do- 
zen of cambrick handkerchiefs, and the like 
number of ſilk. The other moveables which J 
poſſeſſed, by the generoſity and friendſhip of 
Strap, were a gold watch with a chaſed caſe, 
two valuable diamond rings, two mourning ſwords, 
one with a filver handle, and a fourth cutſteel in- 
Jaid with gold ; a diamond ſtock buckle, and a 
ſet of ſtone buckles for the knees and ſhoes; a 
pair of ſilver mounted piſtols with rich houſings ; 
a gold headed cane, and a ſnuff box of tortoiſe- 
hell mounted with gold, having the picture of 
a lady in the Iid. ——The gentleman left many 
other things of value, which my friend had con- 
verted into ca{h before I met with him, ſo that 
over and above theſe particulars, our ſtock in 
ready money amounted to ſomething more than 
two hundred pounds. | 

Thus equipt, I put on the gentleman of figure, 
and attended by my honeſt friend, who was con- 
tented with the ſtation of my valet, I viſted the 
Louvre, examined the gallery of Luxamburgh, 
and appeared at Verſailles, where | had the ho- 
nour of ſeeing his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty eat a 
conſiderable quantity of olives During the 
month I ſpent at Paris, 1 went ſeveral times to 
court, the Italian opera, and play-houſe, danced 
at a maſquerade, and in ſhort ſaw every thing re- 
markable in and about the capital, —— After 
which we ſet out for England by the way of Flan- 
ders, paſſed through Bruſſels, Ghent, and Bru- 
ges, and took ſhipping at Oſtend, from whence in 
fourteen hours we arrived at Deal, hired a poſt 
Chaiſe, and in twelve hours more got ſafe to 
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London ; having diſpoſed of our heavy baggage 
in the waggon. | 


CHA P. XLV. 


T enquire about my uncle, and underſtand he is gone to ca 
take lodgings at Charing-croſs—g9 to the play, where 1 meet 
with an adventure—1 go to an ordinary ; the gueſts dejert- 
bed—become acquainted with Medlar and Dr Wogtail. 


S ſoon as we alighted at the Inn, I diſ- 
patched Strap to enquire about my uncle, 
at the Samſon and Lion in Wapping ; and he re- 
turned in a little time with an account of Mr 
Bowling's having gone to fea mate of a merchant 
ſhip, after a long and unſucceſsful application 
and attendance at the admiralty ; where it ſeems, 
the intereſt he depended upon was not ſufficient 
to reinſtate him, or recover the pay that was due 
to him when he quitted the Thunder. 

Next day | hired very handſome lodgings not 
far from Charing-croſs; and in the evening 
dreſſed myſelf in a plain ſuit of the true Paris cut, 
and appeared in a front-box at the play, where I 
ſaw a good deal of company, and had vanity e- 
nough to make me believe that I was obſerved 
with an uncommon degree of attention and ap- 


plauſe. This filly conceit intoxicated me fo 


much, that I was guilty of a thouſand rediculous 
coquetries, and I dare ſay, how favourable ſo- 


ever the thoughts of the company might be at 


my fir{t appearance, they were ſoon changed by 
my abſurd behaviour, into pity or contempt. —L 


— — 19 
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got up and fat down, covered and uncovered my 
head twenty times between the acts; pulled out 
my watch, clapped it to my ear, wound it up, ſet 
it, gave it the hearing again ;—diſplayed my ſnuff- 
box, affected to take ſnuff, that I might have an 
opportunity of ſhewing my brilliant, and wiped 
my noſe with a perfumed handkerchief ;—then 
- dangled my cane, and adjuſted my {word-knot, 
and ated many more fooleries of the ſame kind, 
in hopes of obtaining the character of a pretty fel- 
low, in the acquiring of which, I found two con- 
ſiderable obſtructions in my diſpoſition ; namely, 
a natural reſerve, and jealous ſenſibility, ——Fain 
would I have entered into converſation with the 
people around me ; but was reſtrained by the 
fear of being cenſured for my aſſurance, as well 
as by reflecting that I was more entitled to a 
compliment of this kind from them, than they to 
ſuch condeſcenſion from a ſtranger like me.—— 
How often did I redden at the frequent whiſpers 
and loud laughter of my fellow beaux, which 1 
imagined were excited by me1 and how often did 
I envy the happy indifference of thoſe choice ſpi- 
rits, who beheld the diſtreſs of the ſcene, with- 
out diſcovering the leaſt ſymtom of approbation 
or concern! My attention was engaged in ſpite 
of myſelf, and I could not help weeping with 
the heroine of the ſtage ; though I practiſed a 
great many ſhifts to conceal this impolite piece of 
weakneſs.---When the play was ended, I fat wait- 
ing for an opportunity of handing ſome lady to 
her coach; but every one was attended by ſuch 
a number of officious gallants, that for a long 
time I was baulked in my expectation.— At 
length, however, I perceived a very handſome 
creature, genteelly dreſſed, ſitting by herſelf in 2 
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box, at ſome diſtance from me; upon which I 
went vp to her, and offered my lervice.---She 
ſeemed to. be in ſome confuſion, thanked me for 
my com plaifance, and with a tender look dech- 
ned giving me the trouble; looking at her watch, 
and teſt; ying her ſurpriſe at the negligence of her 
footman, whom ſhe had ordered to have a chair 
cady for her at that hour.---1 repeated my in- 
treaty with all the eloquence and compliment J 
was maſter of; and in the event, ſhe was pre- 
vailed upon to accept of a propoſal 1 made to ſend 
my ſervant for a chair or coach. Accordingly, 
Strap was diipatched for that purpoſe, and return- 
ed without ſorely there being none to be found ; 
by this time the play. houſe was quite empty, and 
we were obliged to retire: : As I led her throug! 
the paſſage, I obſerved ie or ſix yourg feilows 
of faſhion, ſtanding in a corner, -one of whom as 
I thought, tipt my charmer the wink, and when 
we were paſt, I heard them ſet up the loud 
laugh.——- This arrouſed my attention, and I 
was reſolved to be fully ſatisfied of this lady's 


character, before J ſhould have any nearer con- 


nection with her.--- As no convenience appeared, 
3 propoſed, that I ſhould conduct her to a tavern, 
where we might ſtay a few minutes, until my fer- 
vant could fetch a coach from the Strand.--- She 
ſeemed particularly ſhy of truſting herſelf in a 
tavern with a ſtranger ; but at laſt yielded to my 
pathetic remonſtrances, rather than endanger her 
health, by remaining in a cold damp thorough- 
{.re.--- Having thus far ſucceeded, I begged to 
know what wine ſbe would be pleaſed to drink 

a gleſs of; but ſhe profeſſed the greateſt averſion 
to all "be of ſtrong liquors ; and it was with 
much difficy ty that I cu perſuade her do cat 
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a jzlly.---In the mean time, I endeavoured to al- 
leviate the uneaſineſs ſhe dilcovered, by ſayipg all 
the agreeable things I could think of : at which 

the would often Goh, and regard me with a Jan- 
guiſhing look, that ſeemed too near a kin to the 
lewd leer of a conrtezan.---This diſcovery add- 
ed to my former ſuſpicion, while it pat me upon 
my guard againſt her arts, diveſted me of elerve, 
and enabled me to entertain her with more gaie- 
ty and freedom. -In the courſe of our converſa- 
tion, | preſſed her to allow me the honour of 
waiting, upon her next day at her lodgings, Which 
ſhe, with many apologies, refuſed, leſt it ſhould 
give umbrage to Sir John, who was of a diſpoſt- 
tion apt to be fretted with trifles.---This infor- 
. mation, by which I was to underſtand that her 
huſband was a knight, did not check my addreſ- 
ſes, which became more and more importunate, 
and I was even hardy enough to raviſh a kiſs. 
But, O heavens ! In ſtead of banquetting on the 
ambroſial flavour that her delicacy and c:mplec- 
tion promiſed, I was almoſt ſuffocated with the 
teams of Geneva? An exhalation of this kind, 

from a mouth which had juſt before declared an 
utter abhorrence of all ſpirituous liquors, not on- 
ly changed by doubts into certainty, but my rap- 
tures into loathing ; and it would have been im- 
poſſible for me to have preſerved common com- 
plaiſance ſive minutes longer, when my ſervant 
returned with a coach. -I took the advantage of 
this occaſion, and preſented my hand to the lady, 
who put in practice againſt me the whole artille- 
ry of her charms, ogling, Janguiſhing, ſighing, 

and ſqueezing, with ſo lnle reſerve, that Strap 
perceived her tenderneſs, and rubbed his hands 
with joy as he followed us to the door ; but 

Vor. IL L 


22 THE ADVENTURES OF 


I was proof apainſt all her endearments, and 
handed her into the coach with an intention to 
take my leave immediately. She gueſſed my de- 
ſign, and invited me to her houſe, that now Sir 
John was gone to bed, ſhe could have the plea- 
ſure of my converſation for half an hour without 
interruption. . 1 told her, there was no mortifi- 
cation I would not undergo, rather than endan- 
ger the repoſe of her ladyſhip; and bidding the 
coachman drive on, wiſhed her a pood night. 
She loſt all temper at my indifference, and ſtop- 
ping the coach at the diſtance of about twenty 
yards from me, popped out her head, and baw- 
Iced with the lungs of a fiſh- woman, D n 
you, you dog, won't you pay the coach hire?“ 
i made no anſwer : Upon which ſhe held forth 
againſt me, with an eloquence pecuhar to herſelf; 
cailing me pitiful fellow, ſcoundrel, and an hun- 
dred ſuch appellations; and conciuding with an 
oath, that for all my appearance, ſhe believed J 
had got no meney in my pocket. 

Having thus vented her indignation, ſhe or- 
dered the coachman to proceed, and I returned 
to the tavern, where I beſpoke ſomething for 
ſupper, very well pleaſed at the iſſue of this ad- 
venture — ] diſpenſed with the attendance 
of the waiter at table, on pretence that my own 
ſervant was preſent, and when we were alone, 
ſaid to Strap: Well, Monſieur d' Eſtrapes, 
„ what d'ye think of this lady! My friend, who 
had not opened his mouth ſince her departure, 
could make no other reply than the mono- 
ſyllable, 4 Think !”? which he pronounced with 
a note of fear and aſtoniſhment. —Surprized at 
this emphaſis, I ſurveyed my valet, and percet- 
ying a wildneſs in his looks, aſked if he had ſeey 
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9 
his grand-father's ghoſt ?!—© Ghoſt! (ſaid he) 
« am ſure I have ſeen a devil incarnate ! Who 
& would have thought, that ſo much deviliſſi ma- 
* lice and Billinſgate could lurk under ſuch ſweet- 
neſs of countenance and modelty of bchavi- 
% our? Ah! God help us! Fronts nulla fdes 
„% —Nimium ne crede colari—but we ought to 
bow down on our knees and bleſs God for de- 
livering us from the jaws of that painted ſe- 
pulchre.” I was pretty much of Strap's opt- 
mon, and though I did not believe myſelt in any 
danger from the allurements of that ffterhood, 
1 determined to act with great circumſpection for 
the future, and ſhun all commerce of that kind, 
as equally prejudicial to my purle and conſtitu— 
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My next care was, to introduce myſelf into a 
ſet of good acquaintance ; for which purpoſe 
1 frequented a certain coffee houſe, noted for 
the reſort of good company, Enghiſh as weil as 
foreigners, where my appearance procured all 
the civilities and advances I could defive. There 
being an ordinary in the ſame houſe, I went up 
ſtairs to dinner with the other gueſts, and found 
myſelf at table with thirteen people, the greatelt 
part of whom were better drefied than myſelf. —— 


The converſation, which was moſtly carried on 


in French, turned chiefly on politics; and | 
ſoon found the whole company was in the French 


intereſt, myſeif excepted, and a teſty old gent]-- 


man, who contradicted every thing that was ad- 
vanced in favour of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 


with a ſurlineſs truly Engliſh. —But this truſty 


Patriot, who had never been out of his own coun- 


try, and drew all his maxims and notions from 


prejudice and hear- ſay; was very unequal to his 


my — — — — - 
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_ antagoniſts, who were ſuperior to him in learning 


and experience, and often took the liberty of 
travellers, in aſſerting things which were not 
ſtrictly true, becauſe they thought themſelves in 
no danger of being detected by him. -The 
claim of the Queen of Spain to the Auſtrian do- 
minions in Italy, was fully explained and vindi- 
cated, by a perfon who ſat oppoſite to me, who 
by the ſolemnity of his manner, and the richneſs 
of his apparel, ſeemed to be a foreign ambaſſador. 
— This diſſertation introduced another on the 
Pragmatic Sanction, handled with great warmth 
by a young gentleman at my right hand, dreſſed 
in a green frock trimmed.with gold, who juſti- 
ſied the French king for his breach of that con- 
tract; and affirmed that he could not have ob- 


{ſerved it without 1 injuring his own glory. - 


Although I was not at all convinced by this gen- 
tleman's arguments, I could not help admiring 
his vivacity, which I imagined mult be the effect 


of his illuſtrious birth, and noble education, and 


accordingly rated him in my conjecture as a 
young prince on his travels.---The diſcourſe was 
atterwards ſhifted by an old gentleman of a 


very martial appearance, to the laſt Campaign, 


then the battle of Dettingen was fought over a- 
gain, with ſo many circumſtances to the honour 
of the French, and diſadvantage of the allies, 
that I began to entertain ſome doubts of my ha- 
ving been there in perſon ; and took the liberty 
to mention ſome; objections to what he advanced. 
This introduced a diſpute which laſted a 


; rf while, to the mortiſication of all preſent; 
and was at laſt referred to the determination of a 


grave perſon, whom they ſtiled Doctor, and who, 


under a ſhew of great moderation, decided it a- 
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gainſt me, with ſo little regard to truth. that 1 
taxed him with partiality in pretty ſevere terms, 
to the no ſmall entertainment of the true Englith 
politician, who rejoiced at my defence of a cauſe. 
he had too often eſpouſed without ſucceſs : My 
opponent, pleaſed with the victory he had gainzd, 
affected a great deal of candour, and told me he 
would not have been ſo poſitive, if he had not 
been at great paing to inform himſelf of each 
particular. „Indeed (ſays he) I am con- 
% vinced, that the previous ſteps conſidered, 
„things could not happen otherwiſe; for we 
“ generals who have ſeen ſervice, tho we may 
not be on the ſpot ourſelves, know by the 
6 leaſt ſketch of the diſpoſition, what mutt be 
e the event.”---Hethea cenſured, with great free- 
dom, every circumſtance of the conduct of thoſe 
who commanded the allies; from thence made 
a tranſition to the miniſtry, which he honoured 
with many invectives, for employing people who 
had neither experience nor capacity, to the pre- 
judice of old officers who had been diſtinguiſhed 
for both; dropt many hints of his own import- 
ance; and concluded with obſerving, that the 
French and Spaniards knew better how to value 
generals of merit ; the good effects of which are 
ſeen in the conqueſts they gain, and the admi- 
rable diſcipline of their troops, which are at the 
fame time better cloathed and paid than any ſol- 
diers in the univerſe. Theſe remarks furniſhed 

the green knight with an opportunity of launch- 
ing out in the praiſe of French government in ge- 
neral, civil as well as military; on which occa- 
ſion he made many odious. compariſons to the dil- 
advantage of the Engliſh : Every body almoſt aſ- 
ſented to the obſervations he andes and the Doc- 
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tor gave his ſanction, by ſaying the people in 
France were undoubtedly the happieſt ſubjects in 
the world. I was ſo much aſtoniſhed and con- 
founded at their infatuation and effrontery, that 
I had not power to utter one word in oppoſition |, 
to their aſſertions; but my moroſe aſſociate could 


not put up with the indignity that was offered to 
old England, and therefore with a ſatirical grin 


addreſſed himafelt to the general in theſe words? 
4% Sir, Sir, 1 have often heard it ſaid, She's a vil- 


„ lainous bird that befouls her own neft.— As 


“ for what thoſe people, who are foreigners, ſay, 
] don't mind it, they know no better; but you 
* who were bred and born, and have got your 
e bread under the Engliſh government, ſhould 
© have more regard to gratitude as well as truth, 


« in cenſuring your native country, —— lf the 


„ miniſtry have thought fit to lay you aſide, I 


5 
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ſuppoſe they have their own reaſons for ſo do- 
ing; and you onght to remember that you {ti} 
live on the bounty of this nation. — As for 
theſe gentlemen, (meaning the prince and am- 
baſſador) who make ſo free with our conſti- 
tution, laws, and genius of our people, I think 
& they might ſhew a little more reſpec for their 

& benefactors, who, 1 muſt own, are to blame in 
& harbouring, ptotecting, and encouraging ſuch 
** ungrateful vagrants as they are. At theſe 
words the chevalier in green ſtarted up in a great 


60 
40 
cc 


paſſion, and laying his hand on the hilt of his 


hanger, exclaimed, ** Ha ! foutre ''———--The 
Engliſhman on the other hand, graſping has cane, 
cried, Don't foutre me ſirrah, or by G—d I'll! 
« knock you down.” —— The company inter- 
poſed, the Frenchman ſat down again, and his 


antagoniſt N _— monſieur, 
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you know very well, that had you dared to 
ſpeak ſo freely of the adminiſtration of your 


Baltite without ceremony, where you might 
have rotted in a dungeon, and never ſeen the 
ce lipht of the fun again. —— Now, Sir, take my 
word for it, although our conſtitution ſereens 
ns from fuch opprethon, we want not laws to 
& chaſtiſe the authors of ſeditious diſcourſe ; and 
if I hear another ſyllable out of your mouth, 
in contempt or prejudice of this kingdom, I 
will give you a convincing proof of what I ad- 
vance, and have you laid by the heels for your 


effect on the company, as ſudden as ſurpriſing. 

The young prince became ſupple as a ſpani⸗ 
el, the ambaſſador trembled, the general fat ſi- 
lent and abaſhed, and the doctor, who, it ſeems, 


had felt the rod of power, grew pale as death, 


and aſſured us all, that he had no intention to 
affront any perſon or people, —< Your prin- 
„ ciples, doctor, (reſumed the old gentleman) 
&« are no ſecret ] have nothing to ſay upon 
&« that head; but am very much ſurpriſed that 
a man who deſpiſes us ſo much, ſhould not- 
% withſtanding live among us, when he has no vi- 
„ {ible motive for ſo doing. Why don't you 
take up your habitation in your beloved France, 
6+ where you may rail at England without cen- 

“ ſure 2? To this the doctor thought proper 


to make no reply; and an unſocial filence enſued; 


which I perceiving, took notice, that it was pity 
ſuch idle diſputes, maintained very often for 
whim or diverſion, ſhould create any miſunder- 


ſtanding among gentlemen of good ſenſe ! and 


own country in Paris, as you have done of ours. 
in London, you would have been fent to the 


preſuraption.”———— This declaration had an 
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aſked the meaning of that term. 
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propoled to drink down all animoſity in another 
bortle.— This motion was applauded bythe whole 
company: The wine was brought, and the Eng— 
liſh champion declaring he had no ſplcen againſt 
any man for differing in opinion from him, any 
more than for differeuce of complection, drank 
to the good health of all preſent ; the compliment 
was returned, and the converſation once more be- 
came unreſerved, though more general than be- 
fore. Among other topicks the ſubject of war 
was introduced, on which the general declaimed 
with great eloquence, recounting many of his own 
exploits by way of illuſtration. In the courſe 
of his harrangue he happened to mention the 
word epaulement, upon which the teſty n 
1I'II tell 
„you what an epaulement is, (replied he) — 
“ never ſaw an epaulement but once and that 
& was at the ſiege of Namur In the council 
„ of war, monſieur Cohorn, the famous engi— 


% neer, affirmed that the place could not be ta- 


& ken..“ Yes, (ſaid the prince of Vaude- 
« mont) it may be taken by an epaulement. 
„ This was immediately put in execution, and 
4 in twenty-four hours Marſhal Boufflers was fain 


to capitulate.” —— Here he made a full ſtop, 


and the old gentleman repeated the queſtion, 
« But pray what is an epaulement ?” To this 


the officer made no immediate reply, but rung the 


beil and called for a bill, which being brought, he 
threw down his proportion of the reckoning, and 
telling the company he would ſhew them what an 
epaulement is, when his majeſty thought fit to in- 


truſt him with the command of our army a— 


broad, ſtrutted away with great dignity. 1 
could not imagine why he was ſo ſhy pf explain- 
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ing one of the moſt ſimple terms of fortification ; 
Which + forthwith deſcribed as a ſide- work com- 
poſed of earth, gabions, or faſcines ; but I was 
very much ſuiprized when J afterwards under- 
ſtood, that his reſerve proceeded from his igno- 
rance Having paid our bill, we adjourned to 
the coffee · room, where my fellow labourer inſiſt- 
ed on treating me with a diſh, giving me to un- 
derſtand at the ſame time, that I had acquired 
his good opinion, both with reſpect to my prin- 
ciples and intellects I thanked him for his 
compliment, and profeſling myſelf an utter ſtran- 
ger in this part of the world, begged he would 
have the goodneſs to inform me of the quality 
and characters of the people who dined above. 
- —--'Phis requeſt was a real favour to one of his 
diſpoſition, which was no leſs communicative than 
curious; he therefore complied with great ſatis- 
faction, and let me know, to my extreme aſto- 
niſhment, that the ſuppoſed young prince was 
a dancer at one of the theatres; and the embal - 
ſador no other than a fidler belonging to the 0- 
pera, The doctor en he) is a Roman Ca- 
<< tholic prieſt, who ſometimes appears in the 
& character of an officer, and aſſumes the name 
% ©; captain; but more generally takes the garb, 
« title and behaviour of a phyſician, in which ca- 
4 pacity he wheedles himſelf into the confidence 
« of weak minded people, and by arguments no 
& Jeſs ſpecious than falſe, converts them from 
« their religion and allegeance.----- He has been 
in the hands of jullice more than once for ſuch 
« practices; but he 1s a fly dog, and manages 
© matters with ſo much craft, that hitherto he has 
4+ eſcaped for a ſhort impriſonment.----- As for 
$ the n you may fee he has owed his pro- 
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motion more to his intereſt than his capacity 3 
and row that the eyes of the miniſtry are 6- 
pened, his friends dead, or become incunit» 
derable, he is ſtruck off the lift, and obliged 
to put up with a yearly penſion; in conſequence 
of this reduQon, he 1s become malecontent, 
and inveighs againſt the government in all com- 
panies, With ſo little diſcretion, that J am ſur- 
prized at the lenity of the adminiſtration in c- 
verlookipg his inſolence; but the truth of the 
matter 1s, he owes his ſafery to his weakneſs 
and want of importance. He has ſeen a 
little, and but a little ſervice ; and yet if you 
will take his word for it, there has not been 
a great action performed in the ſield ſince the re- 
volution, in which he was not principally con- 
cerned, When a ſtory is told of any great 
general, ke immediately matches it with one 
F himſelf, though he is often unhappy in his 
invention, ard commits ſuch groſs blunders in 
the detail, that every body is in pain for him. 
—— Czar, Pompey, and Alexander the Great 
are continually 1n his mouth ; and as he reads 
a good deal without any judgment to digeſt it, 
his ideas are confuſed, and his harangues as 
unintelligible as infinite; for, once he begins, 
there is no chance of his leaving off ſpeaking, 
while one perſon remains to yield attention; 
therefore the only expedient 1 know, of put- 


ting a ſtop to his Joquacity, is to lay hold of 


ſome incongruity he has uttered, and demand 
an explanation, or aſk the meaning of ſome 


difficult term that he knows by name only; 


this will effectually put him to ſilence, if not to 
ſlight, as it happened when J enquired abort 
an epaulement.—— Had he been acquainted 


RODERICK RANDOM. 97 


with the ſignification of that word, his triumph 
„% would have been intolerable, and we muſt have 
© quitted the field firſt, or been worried with 
i npertinence.”----- Having thus gratiſied my 
curiolity, the old gentleman began to diſcover his 
own, in queſtions relating to myſelf, to which 1 
thong ea proper to return ambiguous anſwerz. 
I preſume, Sir, (Haid he) you have travelled.“ 

J anſwered, ** Ves. —“ I darc fay, you would 
6 find it very expenſive (ſaid he. . I replied, 

6 To be ture, one cannot travel without mo- 
“ α ney n « That I know by experience ſaid 
he) for I myſclf take a trip to Bath or Tun— 
bridge every ſeaſon ; and one muſt pay ſauce 
for what he has on the road as well in other 
countries as in this--»--- That's a very prevuy 
ſtone in your ting. give me leave, Sir, the 
French have attained to a wonderful ſicil! in 
making compoſitions of that kind. - Why 
now, this looks almoſt as well as a diamond.“ - 
* Almoſt as well, Sir, (ſaid {) why not als 
ther?---] am ſure if you underſtand any thing 

of jewels, you muſt perceive at firſt ſight, that 
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144 


th this ſtone is a real diamond, and that of a 
* very fine water.-----Take it in your hand and 
& examine it... He did ſo, with ſome confu- 


fon, and returned it, ſaying, “ TI aſk your 
pardon, I ſee it is a true brilliant of immenſe 
„value.“ J imagined his reſpect for me incr2a- 
ſed after this inquiry; therefore to captivate his 

eſteem the more, | told him, 1 would ſhew him 
a ſeal of compoſition, engraved after a very va- 
luable antique; upon which I pulled ont my 
watch with a rich gold chain, adorned with three 
ſeals ſet in gold, and an opal ring.----- He viewed 
each of them with great eagerneſs, handled the 
chain, admired the chaſed caſe, and obſerved, 


. A —_— —— — 


i 
- 
| 
| 
: 
f 


92 THE ADVENTURES OF 


that the whole muſt have coft me a vaſt ſum of 
money. I affected indifference, and replied in a 
careleſs manner, Some trifle of ſixty or ſeven- 
„ ty guineas.* Upon which he ſtared in my 
face for ſome time, and ther aſked, if J was an 
Engliſhman.. ----- ] anſwered in the negative.- - 
« You are from Ireland ther ir, I preſume, (ſaid 
© he).” I made the ſame reply. Oh! perhaps 
% (ſaid he) you were born in one of our ſettle- 
4 ments abroad. I ſtill anſwered no. 
He ſeemed very much ſurprized, and ſaid, he 
was ſure J was not a foreigner. I made ro re- 
ply, but left him upon the tenter-hooks of impa- 
tient uncertainty.- He could not contain his 


anxiety, but aſked pardon for the liberty he had 


taken, and to encourage me the more to diſcloſe 
my ſituation, diſplayed his own without reſerve 
—— „Jam (ſaid he) a ſingle man, have a con- 
ce ſiderable annuity, on which | live according 
* to my own inclination; and make the ends of 
the year meet very comfortably.------ As 1 
have no eſtate to leave behind me, I am not 
c troubled with the importunate officiouſneſs of 
« relations, or legacy-hunters; and I conſider 
the world as made for me, and'not me for the 
world: It is my maxim therefore to enjoy it 
« while I can, and Jet futurity ſhift for itſelf.“ 
While he thus indulged his own talkative vein, 
and at the ſame time no doubt, expected a re- 
taliation from me; a young man entered. dreſ- 
fed in black velvet and an enormous tye-wig, 
with an air in which natural levity and affected 
ſolemnity were ſo jumbled together, that on the 
whole he appeared a burleſque on all decorum: 
This ridiculous oddity danced up to the table 


at which we fat, and after a thouſand grimaces, 
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aſked my friend by the name of Mr Medlar, if 


we were not engaged upon buſineſs My 
companion put on a ſurly countenance, and re- 
_ plied, “No great buſineſs, doctor but how- 
« ever. O! then (cried the phyſician) 
« I muſt beg your indulgence a little; pray 
„ pardon me, gentlemen, —Sir, (ſaid he, ad- 
„ drefling himſelf to me) your moſt humble 
& ſervant, I hope you will forgive me, Sir, 

* 1 muſt beg the honour to fit—Sir—Sir, J have 
© ſomething of conſequence to impart to my 
„ friend Mr Medlar,—Sir, I hope you will ex- 
* cuſe my freedom in whiſpering, Sir. — Before 
1 bad time to give this complaiſant perſon my 
permiſhon, Mr Medlar cried, 1'l} have no whiſ- 
& pering—if you have any thing to ſay to me, 
„ ſpeak with an audible voice.” —— The doctor 
ſeemed a little diſconcerted at this exclamation, 
and turning again to me, making a thouſand a- 
pologies for pretending to make a myſtery of any 
thing, which he ſaid was owing to his ignorance 
of my connection with Mr Medlar ; but now he 
underſtood i was a friend, he would communi- 
cate what he had to ſay, in my hearing. 
He then began, after two or three hems, in this 
manner :——* You muſt know, Sir, | am uſt 
“ come from dinner at my Lady Flariet's (then 
& addreſſing himſelf to me) a lady of quality, 
„Sir, at whoſe table I have the honour of dining 
„ ſometimes.---- There was lady Stately, and my 
& Jady Larum, and Mrs Dainty, and Miſs Biddy 
„ Gigler, upon my word a very good-natured 
« young lady, with a very pretty fortune, Sir.— 
& There was alſo my lord Straddle. Sir John 
“% Shrug, and Maſter Billy Chatter, who is ac- 
& tually a very facetious young geutleman. 
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© So, Sir, her ladyſhip ſeeing me exceſſively 
„ fatigued, for ſhe was the lait of fifteen pati- 
« ents (people of diſtinction, Sir) whom I had 


* viſited this forenoon,—inhited upon my ſtay- 


ing dinner. —.- tough upon my word, 1 pro- 
„ teſt I had no appetite; however in compli. | 
ance with ber Jadyſhip's requeit, Sir, I ſat 
down, and the converſation turnipg vpon dif- 
« ferent ſubjects, among other things Mr Chat- 
&« ter aſked very earneſtly when I ſaw Mr Med- 
* Jar.---I told him J had not had the pleafure 
of ſeeing you theſe nineteen hours and an half; 
for you may remember, Sir, it was nearly about 
that time, I want be poſnive as to a minute.“ 

No! (ſays he) then 1 deſire vou will go to his 
lodging immediately after dinner, and ſce 
„ what is the matter with him, for he mult cer- 
tainly be very bad from having eat laſt night 
& fuch a vaſt quantity of raw oyſters.”------ The 


cruſty gentleman, who, from the ſolemnity of his 


delivery, expected ſomething extraordinary, no 
ſooner heard his concluſion, than he ſtarted up 
in a telly humour, crying. Pihaw, pſhaw ! 
& d—n your oyſters;' and walked away after 
a ſhort compliment of Your fervant, Sir, to 
"me." The doctor got up alſo, ſaying, * I 
« yow and proteſt, upon my word, I am actually 
« amazed.” ——And followed Mr Medlar to 
the bar, which was hard by, where he was pay- 
ing for the coffee; there he whiſpered ſo loud, 

that I could overhear, Pray, who is this gen- 
« tleman ?'——- His friend replied haſtily, « I 
« might hare known that before now, if it had 
e not been for your impertinent intruſion. — 
And walked away very much difappointed, — 
The ceremonious phyſician returned immediately 
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and ſat down by me, aſking a thouſand pardona 
for leaving me los ; and giving me to under— 
ſtand, that what he had communicated to Me 
Medlar, at the bar, was an affair of the laſt im- 
portance, that would admit of no delay. 
He then called for ſome coffee, and launched 
out into the virtues of that berry, which, he ſaid, 
in cold phlegmatic conſtitutions, like his, dried 
p the ſuperfluous moiſture, and braced the re- 
laxed nerves. He let me know, that it was 
utterly unknown to the ancients; and derived 
its name from an Arabian word, which I might 
eaſily perceive by the ſound and termination.— 
From this topic he transferred his diſquiſitions to 
the verb drizz, which he affirmed, was impro- 
perly applied to the taking of coffee, in as much 
as people did not drink, but ſip or fipple that 
liquor ;—that the genuine meaning of drinking 
1to quench one's thirſt, or commit any debauch 
by ſwallowing wine ; that the Latin word, 
which conveyed the fame idea, was bibere or Po- 
tare, and that of the Greeks pinein or poteein, 
thongh he was apt to belieye they were indifferent- 
ly uſed on different occaſions : For example; 
to drink a vaſt quantity, or, as the vulgar expreſs 
it, to drink an ocean of liquor, was in Latin 
 fotare, and in Greek poteein; and on the other 
hand, to uſe it moderately, was bibere and hinein; 
—that this was only a conjeQure of his own, 
which, however, ſeemed to be ſupported by the 
word bihulous, which is particularly . applied to 
the pores of the ſkin, that can only drink a very 
ſmall quantity of the circumambient moiſture, 
by reaſon of the ſmalineſs of their diameters 
—— whereas, from the verb poteein, 1s derived 
the ſubſtantive poramos, which ſignifies a river, 
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or vaſt quantity of liquor. I could not help 
{ſmiling at this learned and important inveſtigatt- 
on; and to recommend myſelf the more to my 
new acquaintance, whoſe diſpoſition 1 was by 
this time well informed of, I obſerved, that what 
he alledged did not, to the beſt of my remem- 
brance, appear in the writings of the ancients z 
for Horace uſes the words pots and bibs indif- 
ferently for the ſame purpoſe, at in the twenti- 


eth Ode of his firit Book, 


Ville potabis modicis Sabinum canthari.— 
Et rale domitam calgnn tu bibes uvam. 


That I had never heard of the verb poteein, but 
that potamss, hole ma, and potos, were derived from 
pino, poſo, pepoka ; in conſequence of which, the 
Greek poets never uſe any other word for feſtal 


drinking. Homer deſcribes Neſtor at his cups 
in theſe words: 


Naſtora d'ouk elathan jacke pinonta perempes, 


And Anacreon mentions it on the ſame occaſi- 
on almoſt in every page, 


Pionti a*inon pedun 
Otan pino ſon oinon. 


Opliz* ego de pino. 


And in a thouſand other places. be doctor 
who, doubtleſs, intended by his criticiſm, to give 
me an high idea of his erudition, was infinitely 
furprized to find himſelf ſchooled by one of my 
appearance; and after a conſiderable pauſe, cried, 
Upon my word! you are in the right, Sir, — . 
4 find I have not conſidered this affair with 

& my uſual accuracy.“ Then accoſting me in 
Latin, which he ſpoke very well, the converſa- 
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tion was maintained ſull two hours on a variety 
of ſubjects, in that language; and indeed he 
poke fo judiciouſly, that I was convinced, not- 
withſtanding his whimſical appearance, and at- 
tention, to trifles, of his being a man of extenſive 

knowledge, eſpecially in books; he looked upon 
me, as J afterwards underſtood from Mr Medlar, 
as a prodigy 1 in learning, and propoſed that very 
night, if 4 was not engaged, to introduce me to 
ſeveral young gentlemen of fortune and faſhion, 

with whom he had an appointment at the Bed- 


ford coffee-houſe. 


CHAP. XLVI. 


WWoetnal introduces me to a fet of fine gentlemen, with whom 
1 ſpend the eventng at the taUern—0ur mer al %. -e 


charatters of my new companions—toe doctor is roaſted— 
the I ue of our debauch. 


«. 


ACCEPTED his offer with pleaſure, and we 

wert thither in a hackney coach, where | ſaw 
a great number of gay figures fluttering about, 
moſt of whom ſpoke to the doctor with great 
fanulizrity. Among the reſt, ſtood a gronp of 
them around the fire, whom 1 immediately knew 
to be the very perſons who had the night before, 
by their laughing, alarmed my ſuſpicion of the 
lady who had put herſelf under my proteGtion.—— 
IT hey no ſooner perceived me enter with Dr 
Wagtail (for that was my companion's name) than 
they tittered and whiſpered one to another; and 
1 was not a little ſurpriſed to ſind, that theſe were 
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the gentlemen to whoſe acquaintance he deſign - 
ed to recommend me; for when he obſerved 
them together, he told me who they were, and 
deſired to know by what name he ſhould intro- 
dice me. I ſatisfied him in that particular, and 
he advanced with great gravity, faying, Gen- 
„ tlemen your mo{t obedient. — Give me leave 
6 to introduce my friend Mr Random, to your 
ſociety!ꝰ Then turning to me, © Mr Random, 
'« this is Mr Bragwell—Mr Banter, Sir, — Mr 
Chaiter—my friend, Mr Slyboot, and Mr 
© Ranter, Sir.] ſaluted each of them in or- 
der, and when J came to take Mr Slyboat by the 
hand, I perceived him thruſt his tongue in his 
cheek, to the no ſmall entertainment of the com- 
pany : but I did not think proper to take any no- 
tice of it on this occaſion. Mr Ranter too, 
(who I afterwards learned was a player) diſplay- 
ed his talents, by mimicking my air, features and 
voice, while he returned my compliment :---This 
J ſhonld not have been ſo ſenſible of, had I 
not ſeen him behave in the ſame manner to my 
friend Wagtail, when he made up to them at 
firſt--- But for once I let him enjoy the fruits of 
jus dexterity without queſtion or controul, re - 
ſolved however, to chaſtiſe his inſolence at a 
more convenient opportunity. — Mr Slyboot 
gueſing I was a ſtranger, aſked if I had r 
been in France; and when I anſwered in the 
affirmative, enquired if | had ſeen the Luxem- 
burgh gallery: I told him I conſidered it more 
than once with great attention ; Upon this a 
converſation enſued, in which I diſcovered - him 
to be a painter. While we were diſcourſing up- 
on the particular pieces of this famous collection, 


- } gver-heard Banter aſked Dr Wagtail, where. 
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he had picked up this Mr Random.---To which 
queitivn the phyſician anſwered, «© Upon my 
« word, a mighty pretty ſort of a gentleman 
* a mag of fortune, vir, he has made 2 
grand tour · and en the belt company 1 
„ Europe, Sir,“ What, he told you fo 
« 1 ſuppoſe? (did rhe the other) I take him to be 
© neither more nor leis than a French vate, de 
ce chambre.“ & Ol! barbarous, barbarous! 
« (cried the doctor) this is actually, upon my 
word, altogsther unaccountabie.---I know af 
his family perfectly well, Sir-- He's of the 
Randoms in the north-—-a ve ery ancient houſe, 
Sir, and a diitant relation of mine.??—1 was ex- 
tremely nettled at the conjecture of Mr 1 
and began to entertain a very indifferent opin4.; 
oi my company in general; but as I might no 
bly, by their means, acquire a more extenſive 
and agreeable acquaintance, 1 determined to bear 
theſe little mortifications as long as I could, with - 
out injuring the digniry of my character. After 
having ralked for ſome time on the weather, 


Cs 


Plays, politics, and other coffee-houſe ſubjects, 


it was propoſed that we ſhould ſpend the even- 
ing at a noted tavern in the neighbourhood, 
whither we repaired in a body. — Having taken 
pofieikon, of a room, called for French wine and 
beſpoke ſupper, the glaſs went about pretty Irec- 
ly, and the characters of my aſſociates opened up- 
on me more and more.—lt ſoon appeared, that 
the doctor was entertained as a butt for the pain- 


ter and player to exerciſe their wit upon, for the 
diverſion of the company. Mr Ranter began 
the game, by aſking him what was good for 


hoarſeneſs, ee of ſpirits and indigeſtion, he 


| bevy troubled with all theſe complaints to a very 


\ 
—— — —— Pe AAP OE 


xe THE ADVENTURES OF 


great degree. Wagtail immediately undertook 
to explain the nature of his cafe, and in a very 
prolix manner, harangued upon prognoſtics, 
diagnoſtics, ſymptomatics, therapentics, inani- 
tion, and repletion; then calculated the force 
of the ſtomach and lungs in their reſpective ope- 
rations ; aſcribed the player's malady to a diſor- 
der in theſe organs proceeding rom hard drink- 
ing and vociferation, and preſcribed a courſe 
of ſtomachies, with abſtinence from venery, 
wine, and loud ſpeaking, laughing, ſingiog, 
coughing, ſneezing or halloving. “ Pah, 
4 pah, (eried Ranter, interrupting him) the 
« remedy is worſe than the diſeaſe, - — 
„wish | knew where to find ſome Tinder-wa- 
ter. '—<© Tinder-water ! (ſaid the doctor) upon 
my word I don't apprehend you, Mr Ramer.”?. 
“ Water extracted from Pinder (replied the 


« « other) an univerſal ſpecific for all diſtempers 


&« incident to man. It was invented by a 
& learned German monk, who, for a valuable 
& conſideration. imparted the ſecret to Paracel - 
ſus.” * Pardon me, (cried the painter) it 
was firſt uſed by Solomon, as appears by a 
Greek manuſcript, in his own hand- writing, 
lately found at the foot of mount Lebanon, by 

2 peaſant who was digging for potatoes.“ 


- 6 Well ( {aid 8 1 in all my vaſt reading, [ 


never met with ſuch a preparation ! neither 
did | know till this minute, that Solomon un- 
derſtood Greek, or that potatoes grew in Pa- 
„ leſtine.”” Here Banter interpoſed, ſaying, 
he was furpriſed that doctor Wagtail ſhould 

make the leaſt doubt of Solomon's underſtandin 

Greek, when he is repreſented to us as the wiſeſt 


: 20 loſt af 22290 


ꝛdugated prince in the world; and as 
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for potatoes, they were tranſplanted thither from 
Ireland, in the time of the Cruſades, by ſome 
knights of that country. ——-** | profeſs ſaid the 
<«& doctor) there is nothing more likely - would 
„actually give a valt ſum for a fight of that ma- 
& nuſctipt, which mult be incſtimable—and if I 
« underitood the proceſs would tet about it im- 
% mediately.. - - The player aſfured him, the 
proceſs was very ſimple that he mult cram a 

hundred weight of dry tinder into a glaſs retort, 
and diſtilling it by the force of animal heat, it 
would yield half a ſcruple of inſipid water, one 
drop of which is a full doſe, . Upon my 
&« integrity ! {exclaimed the credulous doctor) 
this is amazing and extraordinary? that a ca- 
put mortuum thall yield any water at all —— I 
muſt own, I have always been an enemy to 
ſpecifics, which] thought inconiſtent with the 
nature of the animal œconomy; but certain- 
ly the authority of Solomon is not to be que- 
% {iioned. I wonder where | ſhall find a glaſs 
„ retort large enough to contain ſuch a vaſt quan- 
« tity of tinder, the conſumption of which muſt 
undoubtedly raiſe the price of paper ——or 
« where ſhall I find animal hear ſufficient, even 
to warm ſacha maſs ?” Slyboot inform- 
ed him that he might have a retort blown for him 
as big as a church, and that the eaſieſt method 
for raifing the vapour by animal heat, would be 
to place it in the middle of an infirmary for fe- 
veriſh perſons, who might lie upon matreſſes a- 
round, and in contact with it.—He had no ſoon- 
er pronounced theſe words, than Wagtail ex- 
claimed in a rapture! «An admirable expedi- 
ent as I hope to be ſaved ! 5 will poſitively put 
it in practice. This ſimplicity of the phy- 
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ſician furniſhed excellent diverſion for the com- 
pany, who, in their turns, ſneered at him in iro- 
nical compliments, which his vanity ſwallowed as 
the genuine ſentiments of their hearts. Mr 
Chatter, impatient of ſo long a filence, now broke 
out, and emertained us with a catalogue of ail 
the people who danced at the laſt Hampſtead aſ- 
{embly, with a moſt circumſtantial account of the 
dreſs and ornaments of each, from the lappets of 
the ladies to the ſhoe- buckles of the men ; con- 
cluding with telling Bragwell, that his miſtreſs 
Melinda was there and ſcemed to miſs him; and 
ſoliciting his company at the next occaſion of 

that kind. ——+** No, no, damme, (ſaid Brag- 


« well) 1 have ſomething elſe to mind than 


« dangling after a parcel of giddy headed girls; — 


«c 
cc 


am apt to involve myſelf in ſcrapes, when a 
cc 


woman is Cuncerned,-- ---- The laſt time I was 
% there, I had an affair with Tom Tricket.“ 

O! U remember that (cried Banter) you lug- 
ged out before the ladies; and I commend you 
for ſo doing, becauſe you had an opportunity 
of ſnewing your manhood, without running 
any riſk.” ------* Riſk ! (ſaid the other, with a 
fierce countenance) d- n my blood! I fear 
no THKks.---1 a n't afraid of lugging out again it 
any man that wears a head, damme! tis well 
known LT have drawn blacd more than once, 
and loſt ſome too; but what does that ſigni- 
„ fy?”---The player begged this champion to 
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employ him as his ſecond the next time he intend- 


.ed to kill, for he wanted to ſee a man die of a 
ſtab, that he might know how to act ſuch a part 
the more naturally on the {tage.------* Die! 


-b6 replied the hero) No, by Gd! I know 


beſides, you know my temper is ſo unruly, that 


=, 
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de better things than to incur the verdict of a 
& Middleſex jary.---I ſhould look upon my fen- 
« cing-maſter to be an ignorant ſon of a b---ch, 

if he bad not taught me to prick any part of 


% my antagoniit's body that 1 pl-aſe to diſable.” 


———< Oho! (cried Slyboot) if that be the caſe, 
« | have a favour to aſk : You muſt know I am 
66 employed to paint a Jeſus on the croſs ; and 
my purpoſe is to repreſent him at that point of 
& time, when the ſpear is thruſt into his fide.--- 
« Now I ſhould be glad you would, in my pre- 
& ſence, pink ſome impertinent fellow into con- 
& vulſions, without endangering his life, that I 
* may have an opportunity of taking a good cle- 
% ver agony from nature: The doctor will di- 
& rect you where to enter, and how far to go; 
&« but pray let it be as near the left {ide as poſ- 
5 ſible.” Wagtail, who took this propoſal 


| ſeriouſly, obſerved, that it would be a very diffi- 


cut matter to penetrate into the left ſide of the 
thorax, without hurting the heart, and of conſe- 
quence killing the patient ; but he believed it was 
poſſible for a man of a very nice hand, and exact 


knowledge of anatomy, to wound the diaphrag- 


ma ſome where about the ſkirts, which might 


induce a ſingultus, without being attended with 


death : That he was ready to demonſtrate the 
inſertion of that muſcle to Mr Bragwell ; but de- 


- fired to have no concern with the experiment, 


which might eſſentially prejudice his reputation 


in caſe of a miſcarriage. Bragwell was as much 
impoſed upon by the painter's waggery as the doc- 


tor, and declined engaging in the affair, ſaying, 


he had a very great regard for Mr Slyboot, but 


had laid it down as a maxim, never to fight ex- 
cent when his honour was engaged. - A 
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thouſand jokes of this kind were paſſed ; the wine 
circulated, ſupper was ſerved in, we eat heartily, 
returned to the bottle, Bragwell became noity 
and troubleſome, Banter grew more and more 
ſevere, Ranter rehearſed. Slyboot made faces at 


the whole company, | ſung French catches, and 


Chatter killed me with great affection; while the 
doctor with a woeful countenance, fat filent like 
a diſciple of Pythagoras At length it was 
propoſed by Bragwell, that we ſhould icour the 
hundreds, ſweat the conſtable, maul the watch, 
and then reel ſoberly to bed. 

While we deliberated upon this expedition, the 
wi came into the room, and aſked for doctor 
Wagtail; when he underſtood he was preſent, 
he told him, there was a lady below to enquire 
for him; at which the phyſician ſtarted from his 
melancholy contemplation, and with a look of 
extreme confuſion, aſſured the company he could 
not poſſibly be the perſon wanted, for he had no 
connection with any lady whatever; and bid the 
drawer tell her {o.———< For ſhame! (cried Ban- 


ter) would you be ſo impolite as to refuſe a la- 


“ dy the hearing? perhaps ſhe comes for a con- 


% ſolation.— it muſt be ſome extraordinary af- 


« fair that brings a lady to a tavern at this time 
6 o'night.---Mr Ranter, pray do the doctor's 


„ baiſe mains to the lady, and ſquire her hither,” 


--- The player immediately ſtaggered out, and 
returned, leading in with much ceremony, a tall 


ſtrapping wench, whoſe appearance proclaimed 
her condition. We received her with the nt- 


moſt ſolemnity, and with a good deal of intreaty 
ſhe was perſuaded to fit, when a profound ſilence 

enſued, during which ſhe fixed her eyes, with a 
gitconſolate look upon the doctor, who was ut- 
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terly confounded at her behaviour, and returned 
her melancholy four- fold; at length after a 
good many piteous ſighs, ſhe wiped her eyes, and 
accolted him thus: What not one word cf 
« comfort? will nothing ſoften that ſtony heart 
“ of thine? Not all my tears! Not all my at- 
& fliftions! Not the inevitable ruin thou halt 
„ brought upon me! Where are thy vows, thou 
& faithleſs, perjured man! — Haſt thou no 
© honour? — no conſcience — no remorſe for 
« thy perfidious conduct towards me !— 
„ anſwer me, wilt thou at laſt do me juſtice, or 
& maſt I have recourſe to heaven and hell for 
“ my revenge !”—lf poor Wagtail was amazed 
before, ſhe ſpoke, what muſt his confuſion be 
on hearing this addreſs, . His natural paleneſs 
changed into a ghaltly clay colour, his eyes rol- 
led, his lips trembled, and he anſwered in an ac- 
cent not to be deſcribed. “% Upon my word, 
* honour, and ſalvation! madam, you are ac- 
* tually miſtaken in my perſon. I have a 


„ moſt particular veneration for your ſex, ma- 


dam, and am actually incapable of injuring any 
lady in the ſmalleſt degree, madam, —belides, 
% madam, to the beſt of my recollection, I us- 
ver had the honour of ſeeing you before, as 
„ | hope to be ſaved, madam ??—* How trai- 
'£ tor {cried ſhe) doſt thou difown me then ?— 
© Miſtaken ! no, —too well I know that fair be- 
„ witching face! too well I know that falſe en- 
* chanting tongue! Alas! ' gentlemen, fince the 
*© villain'compels me, by his unkindneſs, to ex- 
e poſe myſelf and him, know, that this betray- 
er, under the ſpecious pretence of honourable 
addreſſes, won my heart, and taking advantage 
of his conqueſt, robbed me of my virgin tiea- 
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«© ſure, and afterwards abandoned me to my 
« fare! I am. now four months gone wich 
« child by him, turned out of doors by my re- 


©< Jations, and left a prey to miſery and want! 


is Yes, thou Barbarian (laid ſhe, turning to Wag- 
& tail) thou tiger, thou Succubus! too well 
+ thou knoweſt my ſituation but I will tear 
es out thy faithleſs heart, and deliver the world 
from ſuch a monſter.“ —— 80 ſaying, ſhe 
iprang forward at the doctor, who, with incre- 
dible agility, jumped over the table, and got be- 


hind ungen. while the reſt of us endeavoured 


to appeaſe the furious heroine. ——— Although 
every body in the company affected the utmoſt 
ſurpriſe, 1 could eaſily perceive it was a ſcheme 


concerted among them, to produce diverſion at 
the doctor's expence; and being under no con- 


cern about the conſequence, J entered into the 
confederacy, and enjoyed the diſtreſs of Wag ail, 

who with tears in his eyes, begged the protection 
of the company, declaring himſelf as innocent 
of the crime laid to his charge, as the foetus in 
utero ; and hinting at the fame time, that na- 
ture had not put it in his power to be guilty of 
uch a treſpaſs “ Nature! 2 the lady) 
there was no nature in the caſe he abuſed me 
by the help of charms and ſpells ; elſe how is 
it poſſible that any woman could have liſtened” 
«© to the addreſſes of ſuch a ſcare-crow ?—Were 
« thoſe owliſh eyes made for ogling ; that car- 
« rion complection to be admired ; or that mouth 


like a horſe ſhoe to be kiſſed ? ? No, no, you 


owe your ſucceſs. to your philtres, to your 
drugs and incantations ; and not to your natural 


“ talents, which are in every reſpe& mean and 


contemptible? de doctor now thopght 
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he had got an opportunity of vindicating him- 
ſetf effectually; and defired the complainant 
to compoſe herfelf but for half an hour, in which 
Ee undertook to prove the abſurdity of believing 
in the power of incantations, which were o ny 
ile dreams of ignorance and ſuperſtition — 
He accordingly pronounced a very learned &:{- 
courſe upon the nature of ideas, the powers and 
independence of the mind, the propertie of {ti- 
mulating medicines, the difference between a 
proneneſs to venery, which many ſimples woold 


create, and a paſſion limited to one object, wich 


can only be the reſult of ſenſe and reflect on; 
and concluded with a pathetic remonilrance ſet- 
ting forth his unhappineſs of being periecur:d 
with the reſentment of a lady whom he had never 


injured, nor even ſeen before that occaſion, an1 
whoſe faculties were, in all likchhood, ſo much 


impaired by her misfortunes, that an innocent - 
perſon was in danger of being ruined by her diſ- 
order. He had no ſooner finiſhes his harangue, 
than the forlorn princeſs began her Jamentations 


afreſh, and cautioned the company againſt his 


eloquence, which, ſhe ſaid, was able to bias the 
molt impartial bench in chriftendom. — Banter 
adviſed him to eſpouſe her immediately, as the 
only means to ſalve his reputation, and offered to 
accompany him to the fleet for that purpoſe ; 
but Slyboor propoſed that a father ſhould be pur- 
chaſed for the child, and a comfortable alimony 
ſettled on the mother. Ranter promiſed to adopt 
the infant gratis, Wagtail was ready to wor- 
ſhip him for his generoſity ; and though he 


perſiſted in proteſting his innocence, condeſcended 


to every thing rather than his unblemiſhed charac- 


ter ſhould be called in queſtion. The lady rejected 
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the expedient, and inſiſted on matrimony. Brag- 
well took up the cudgels for the doctor, and 
undertook to rid him of her importunity, for 
half a guinea; upon which Wagtail, with great 
eagerneſs, pulled out his purſe and put it into 
the hand of his friend, who taking half a piece 
out of it, gave it to the plaintiff, and bid her 
thank God for her good fortune When ſhe had 
received this bounty, ſhe affected to weep, and 
begged ſince the phyſician had renounced her, 
he would at leaſt vouchſafe her a parting kiſs; 
this he was prevailed upon to grant, with great re- 
luctance, and went up, with his uſua} ſolemnity, 
to ſalute her; when ſhe laid hold of his cheek 
with her teeth, and held faſt, while he roared with 
anguiſh to the unſpeakable diverſion of all preſent. 
When the thought proper 10 releaſe him, ſhe drop- 
ped a low curteſy to the company, and quitted the 


room, leaving the doctor in the utmolt horror, 


not ſo much on account of the pain, as the ap- 


prchenſion of the conſequence of the bite; for 


by this time, he was convinced of her being mad. 
Banter preſcribed the actual cautery, and put the 


poker in the fire to be heated, in order to ſear 
the place. The player was of opinion that Brag- 
well ſhould ſcoop out the part aflected with the 


point of his ſword; but the painter prevented 
both theſe dreadful operations, by recommending 
a balſam he had in his pocket, which never failed 
to cure the bite of a mad dog: With cheſe words 
he pulled out a ſmall bladder of black paint, with 
which he inſtantly anointed, not only the ſore, 


but the greateſt part of the patient's face, and 


left it in a frightful condition. In ſhort 


the. poor creature was ſo harraſſed with fear and 


roxution, that ] pitied him extremely, and ſent 
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him home in a chair, contrary to the inclination 
of every body preſent. 

This freedom of mine gave umbrage to Brag- 
well, who teſtified his diſpleaſure, by ſwearing a 
few threats, without making any application; 
which was no ſooner perceived by Slyboot, wh 
fat by me, than with a view of promoting a quar- 


ad rel, he whiſpered to me, that he thought Brag- 
nd well uſed me very ill; but every man was the 
er, beſt judge of his own : airy, ] anſwered a- 
8 3 loud, that 1 would neither ſuffer Mr Bragwell 


e- nor him to ule me ill with 1 impunity ; and that 
ve I ſtood in no need of his counſel in regard to 
ek the regulation of my conduct. He thought pro- 
th per to alk a thouſand pardons, and affured me, 
It. he meant no offence ; while Bragwell fergned 
p- himſelf aſlecp, that he might not be obliged to 
he take notice of what paſſed. But the player, who 
Ir, had more animal ſpirits, and leſs prudence than 
p- Slyboot, unwill.ng to let the affair reſt, where 


he had dropt it, jogged Mr Bragwell, and told 
him ſoftly, that 1 called him names, and threat- 
ened to cudgel him. — This 1 underſtood dy 


ar 15 ſtarting up and crying, * Blood and wounds ! 

9 you lie, — No man durſt treat meſo ignon.:- 
* 6 niouſly, Mr Random, did you call me names, 
d „ and threaten to drub me?” I denied the im- 
g putation, and propoſed to puniſh the ſcoundrel, 
d who endeavoured to foment diſturbance in the. 
's company; Bragwell ſignified his approbation, 

h and drew his {word ; ] did the ſame, and accoſt- 


5 ed the actor in theſe words, © Lookee Mr Ran- 
d ter, I know you poſſeſs all the mimickry and 
t 0 miſchievous qualities of an ape, becauſe J 


„% have obſe-ved you put them all in practice 
„ more th. n once to- night, on me and others; 


. 
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©« now I want to ſee if you reſemble one in nim- 
ce bleneſs allo ; therefore I defire you to leap o- 
& ver this {word without heſitation ;”* fo faying l 
held it parallel to the horizon, at the diſtance of 
about three feet from the floor, and called, Once 
„ —twice—thrice, and away ;**—but inſtead 
of complying with my commands, he ſnatched 
his hat and hanger, and aſſuming the looks, 
ſwagger and phraſe of piſtol, burſt out into the 
following exclamation, + Ha ! mult I then per- 
c“ form inglorious prank, of Sylvan ape in moun- 
& tain foreſt caught! Death rock me aſleep, a- 
& bridge my doleful days, and lay my head in 
4 fury's lap Have we not Hieren here?“ 
— This buffoonery did not anſwer his expecta- 
tion, for by this time the company was bent on 
ſeeing him in a new character. Mr Banter de- 
ſired me to hold my {word a foot or two higher, 
that he might have the better opportunity of ex- 
erting himfſeli—'The painter told him, if he per- 
formed well he would recommend him as a vaul- 
ter to the proprietors of Sadler's wells; and Brag- 
wel crying, © Leap for the king,” applied the 
point of his ſword to the player's poſteriors, with 
ſuch ſucceſs, that he ſprang, over in a trice, and 
finding the door unguarded, vaniſhed in a twink- 
ling ; glad, no doubt, of having paid his ſhare 
of the reckoning ſo eaſily. 

It being now near two o'clock in the morning, 
we diſcharged the bill. and ſallied ont into the 
ſtreet. The painter ſlunk away without taking 
his leave,---Billy Chatter being unable to ſpeak 


or ſtand, was ſent to a Bagnio; and Banter and 


I accompanied Bragwell to Moll King's coffee- 
Houſe, where after he had kicked half a dozen 
hungry whores, we leſt him alleep on a bench, 
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and directed our courſe towards Charing- eroſs, 
near which place both he and 1 lodged. 

The natural dryneſs of my companion being 
overcome by liquor, he honoured me by the way 
with many compliments and profeſſions of friend- 
ſhip, for which I made ſuitable acknowledge- 
ments, and told him, I thought myſelf happy in 
having, by my behaviour, removed the unfavour- 
able opinion he entertained of me at firſt ſight, 
He was ſurpriſed at this declaration, and beg- 
ged me to explain myſelf : Upon which I men- 
tioned what 1 had over-heard him ſay of me to 
Wagtail, in the coffee-houſe.--- He laughed, 
and made an apology for his freedom, aſſuring 
me, that my appearance had very much prepoſ- 
ſeſſed him in my favour ; and what he ſaid, was 
only intended as a joke on the doctor's ſolemnity. 
I was highly pleaſed at being undeceived in 
this particular, and not a little proud of the good 
opinion of this wit, who ſhook me by the hand 
at parting, and promiſed to meet me next day at 
the ordinary, 
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Strap communicates to me a congueſt he had made on a chand- 
lers widow—-- s him If miſerably miſtaken —— 1 go to 
an Opera—admire Melinda —am cautioned by Bauer go 
to the Aſſembly ot Hampſtead -- dance with that young lady--= 
receive an inſolent meſſage from Bragwell, whoſe mettle is 
ſoon cooled. am in favonr with my miflreſs, whom IT viſit 
next day; and amb ubbled out of eighteen guineng at cards 
Strap triumpùs at my fucceſs,but is aſtoniſhed at my. ca gence 
Banter comes to my lodging, is very farcojftical at ex- 
Pence, and borrows fixe guineas from me as a proof of his 


Friendſbip. 


[| N the morning before T got up, ſtrap came 
into my chamber, and finding me awake, 
hemmed ſeveral times, ſcratched his head, caſt 
his eyes upon the. ground, and with a very fool- 
1th kind of a ſimper on his face, let me know he 
had ſomething to communicate. „% By your 
« countenance (ſaid I) I expect to hear good 


„ tidings.— - Indifferent (replies he, tit- 


ce tering) that is, thereafter as it ſhall be. 
“ You muſt know, I have ſome thoughts of al- 
tering my condition. What! (cried I, 
« aftomſhed) a matrimonial ſcheme ? O rare 
Strap! thou haſt got the heels of me at laſt.” 
— N' no leſs, I'll aſſure you (ſaid 
he, burſting into a laugh of ſelf. approbation) 

a tallow-chandler's widow, that lives hard by, 
“ has taken a liking to me.— A fine jolly 
dame, as plump as a patridge.— She has a 
well furniſhed houſe, a briſk trade, and a good 
** deal of the ready. I might have her for the 
' aſking. She told a friend of mine, a 
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ce brother ſootman, that ſhe would take me out 
„ of a ſtinking clout, —— But I refuſed to give 

my final ande r, till L knew your opinion of 
the matter. I congratulated Monſicur 
d' Eſtrapes upon his conqueſt, and approved of 
the ſcheme, provided he could be affured of theſe 
circumitances of her fortune : but adviſed him 
to do nothing raſnly, and give me an opportuni- 


ty of ſeeing the lady before matters ſhould be 


brought to a concluſion, ------ He aſſured me he 
would do nothing without my conſent and ap- 
probation, and that very morning while 1 was at 
brcaklaſt, introduced his inzmorata to my ac- 
gunintenee ——— She was a ſhort thick woman, 

about the age of thirty ſix, and had a particular 
pron ninence of belly. which 1 perceived at firſt 
ſight, not without ſame ſulpicion of foul play,-- = 
i deſired her, however, to fit, and treated her 

with a diſh of tea; the diſcourſe turning on the 
good qualities of Strap, whom J repreſented as 
a prodigy of ſobricty, induſtry and virtue. 
When ſhe took her leave, he followed her to the 
door, and returned licking his lips, and aſkipg if 
I<did not think the was a luicious creature. 
made no myſtery of my app! rehenſion, but de- 
clared my ee of her without beret ; at 
which he was not ſurprized, telling me he had 
obſerved the ſame ſymptom, but was informed 
by his friend that ſhe was only liver grown, and 
would in a few months be as ſmall in the waiſt 
as ever. Yes, iaid 1) a few wecks, I be- 
„ lieve will do the batinefs.------In ſhort, Strap, 
it is my opinion, that you are egregioully i im— 
« poſed upon: and that this friend is no other 
4% than a raſcal who wants to palm his trull up- 
on you for a wife, that he may at once deii- 
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e“ ver himſelf from the importunities of the mo- 
& ther, and the expence of her bantling ; for 
& which reafon I would not have you truſt im- 
plicitely to the report he makes of her wealth, 
which is inconſiſtent with his behaviour; nor 
run your head precipitately into a nooſe, that 
you may afterwards wiſh exchanged for the 
« langman's.” He ſeemed very much ſtartled 
at my inſinuation, and promiſed to I6ok twice 
beſore he leaped; faying with ſome heat,“ Odd, 
„if ] find his intention is to betray me, we { all 
e fee which of us is the better man.””--- My pre- 
diction was verifed in leſs than a fortnight ; her 
great belly producing an infant, to the unſpeak- 
able amazement of Strap, who was, before this 


happened; inclipable to believe I had refined a 


little tco much in my penetration. His falſe 
friend diſappeared, and in a few days after, an 
execution vas iſſued againſt her goods and houſe- 
hold furniture, which were ſeized by the credi- 
tors. 

Mean while J met with my friend Banter at 
the ordinary, and in the evening went to the o- 
pera with him and Mr Chatter, who pointed 
out Melinda in one of the boxes, and offered to 
introduce me to her, obſerving at the ſame time, 
that ſhe was a reigning toall worth ten thouſand 
pounds. This piece of information made my 
heart bound with joy, and J diſcovered great 
eagerneſs to accept the propoſal: upon which 


he aſſured me ] could dance with her at the 
next aſſembly, if he had any influence in that 


quarter; ſo ſaying, he went round, ſpoke to her 
ſome minutes, and, as I imagined, pointed at 
me; then returning, told me, to my inexpreſſi- 


ble pleaſure, that 1 might depend upon what 35 
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had promiſed, for ſhe was now engaged as my 


artaer. Banter, in a whiſper, gave me to 
underſtand, that ſhe was an incorrigibie coquette, 
who would grant the ſame favour to any young 
fellow in England, of a tolerable appearance, 
meerly to engage him among the herd of he 
admirers, that ſhe might have the pleaſure cf 
ſeeing them increaſe daily; — that ſhe was of 
a cold inſenſible diſpoſition, dead to every pa- 
ſion but vanity, and ſo blind to merit, that he 
would Jay any wager, the wealthieſt foo] would 
carry her at laſt. I attributed a good deal of 
this intelligence to the ſatirical turn of my friend, 
or reſentment, for having himſelf ſuffered a re- 
buff from the lady in queſtion; and at any rate 
traſted ſo much to my own accompliſhments, as 
to believe no woman could reſiſt the ardor of my 
addreſſes. 
Fall of this confidence, I repaired to Hamp- 


ſtead, in company with Billy Chatter, my Lord 


Hobble and Doctor Wagtail.— Here [ {aw a ve- 


ry brilliant aſſembly, before whom 1 had the ho- 


nour to walk a minute with Melinda, who char: - 
ed me with her frank manner of receiving me, 
and eaſineſs of behaviour Before the coun- 
try dances began, I received a meſiage by a per- 
fon 1 did not know, from Bragwell, who was 
preſent, importing, that nobody, who knew him, 
preſumed to dance with Melinda, while he was 
there in perſon ; and that I would do well to re- 
linquiſn her without noiſe, becauſe he had a 
mind to lead up a country dance with her. This 
extraordinary intimation, which was delivered 
in the lady's hearing, did not at all diſcompoſe 
me, who by this time was pretty well acquaint- 


ed with the character of my rival. 1 therefore, 
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without the leaſt ſymptom of concern, bid the 
| agen tell Mr Bragwell, that while J was ſo 
1 happy as to obtain the lady's conſent, I ſhould 
| Wh! not be ſolicitous about his; and defired the bea- 
| Wiki! . ; R : 
| | rer himſelf to bring me no ſuch impertinent mef- 
I! ſages for the future, Melinda affected a ſort of 
confuſion, and pretended to wonder that Mr 
tl Bragweil ſhould give him ſuch liberties, with re- 
Wit gard to her, who had no manner of connection 
1 with the fellow. | Jad hold of this opportunity 
to diſplay my valour, and offered to call him to 
account for his inſolence, which ſhe abſolutely 
i refuſed, under pretence of coolulting my ſafety; 
10 tho? 1 could perceive. by the ſparkling of her eyes, 
i that ſhe would not have thoaght herſelf rod 
in 8 the ſubj-& of a duel. I was by no 
aus pleaſed with this diſcovery of her thoughts, 
1 ub ich not only argued the moſt unjuſtifiable va- 
| ih nity, but likewiſe the moſt barbarous indifference 
il however, I was allured by her fortune, and re- 
{olved to gratify her pride, in making her the 
| occaſiun of a public quarrel between me and Brag- 
well, who, 1 was pretty certain, would never 
dee matters to a dangerous extremity, | 
vel hile we danced together, I obſerved this 
| arm able rival at one end of the room, encir— 
| Gi ah a cluſtre of beaux, to whom he talked 
wich great vehemence, caſting many big looks at 
me frem time to time: 1 gueſſed the ſubject of 
is diſcourſe, aud as ſoon as I had handed my 
partner to her ſeat, ſtrutted up to the place where 
| he flood, and cockin my hat i in his face, de- 
manded aloud, if he had any thing to ſay to me. 
He anſwered with a ſullen tone, “Nothing, at 
6 preſent, Sir,“ and turned about upon his heel. 
“ Well, (aid I) you know where I am 
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to be found at any time.“ lis com- 
panions ſtared at one another, and ! returned to 
the lady, whoſe features brightened at my ap- 
proach, and immediately a whiſper ran through 
the whole room; after which, ſo many eyes 
were turned upon me, that I was ready to fink 
with confuſion. — When the ball broke up, 
] led her to the coach, and like a true French 
gallant, would have got up behind it, in order 
to protect her from violence on the road; but 
ſhe abſolutely refuſed my offer, and expreſſed her 
concern that there was not an empty ſeat for me 
Within it. 

Next day in the afternoon, I waited on her at 
her lodgings, by permiſſion, ! 


in company with 
Chatter, and was very civilly received by her mo- 
ther, with whom He lived; there were a good 
many faſhionable people preſent, chiefly young 
fellows, and immediately after tca. a couple of 
ard tables were ſet, at one of which J had the 
honour to play with Melinda, who in lefs than 
three hours made ſhift to plunder me of eight 
guineas, I was well enough content to loſe a 
little money with a good grace, that I might have 
an opportunity to ſay ſoft things in the mean 
time, which are ſtill more welcome, when attend- 
ed with good luck; but 1 was by no means ſatis- 
ned with her fair play, a circumitance that ſhock- 
ed me not a little, and greatly impaired my opini- 
on of her diſintereſtedneſs and delicacy.— How- 
ever, I was reſolved to profit by this behaviour, 
and treat her in my turn with leſs ceremony; ac- 
cordingly, 1 laid cloſs ſiege to her, and finding 
her not at all diſguſted with the groſs incenſe 1 of- 
fered, that very night made a declaration of love 
in plain terms, — She received my addreſſes with 


— 
2 — 


— 


— Fn af 
„ 2 


71 


118 THE ADVENTURES OF 


great gaiety, and pretended to laugh them off, 


but at the ſame time treated me with ſuch parti- 
cular complacency, that I was perſuaded I had 
made a conqueſt of her heart, and concluded 
myſelf rhe happieſt man alive —— Elevated with 
theſe flattering ideas, I ſat down again to cards, 
after ſupper, and with great cheerfulneſs ſuffered 
myleif to be cheated of ten guineas more. : 
It was late before | took my leave, after being 


favoured with a genera] invitation ; and when 


1 got into bed, the adventures of the day hindered 
me from ſleeping.---- Sometimes I pleaſed my- 
ſelf with the hopes of poſieihng a fine woman with 
ten thouſand pounds; then I would ruminate on 
the character I had heard of her from Banter, 
and compare it with the circumſtances of her con- 
duct towards me, which ſeemed to bear too great 
a reſemblance to the picture he had drawn. 
This introduced a melanchol; y reflection on the 


expence J had undergone, and the ſmallneſs of 


my funds to ſupport it, which, by the bye, were 


none of my own. In hone; found myſelf in- 


volved in doubts and perplexities, that kept me a- 


wake the greateſt part of the night. 


In the morning, Strap, with whom J had not 
converſed theſe two days, preſented himſelf with 
the utenſils for ſhaving me; upon which, 1 aſk- 
ed his opinion cf the lady whom he had ſeen me 
conduct to her coach at Hampſtead. -----<* Odd! 
& ſhe's a delicious creature (cried he) and as I 
© am informed, a great fortune. I am ſorry 
ou did not infiſt on going home with her.— 


] dare ſay, ſhe would not have refuſed your 


“ company; for ſhe ſeems to be a good hu- 


4 moured faul. . There's. u time for all 


6 things (ſaid 1). You mult know, Strap, I was 
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em off, * in company with her till one o'clock this 
parti- WW morning. L had no ſooner pronounced 
1 had Mi theſz words, than he began to Caper about the 
clades room. and ſnap his fingers, crying in a tranſport, 
d with MO The day's our own !---the day's our own +” 
cards, be gave him to underſtand, that his triumph was a 
uffered little premature, and that I had more difficulties 


to ſurmount than he was aware of; then I re- 
being K counted to him the intelligence I had received 
when from Banter.----- At which he changed colour, 

hook his head, and oblerved there was no faith 


7 
* 


- prog 1 in woman. L told him I was reſolved to 
n with make a bold puſh notwithſtanding, although I 
ate on foreſaw it would lead me into a great expence; 
anter, Wl and bid him gueſs the ſum I had Joſt laſt night 
con-. M*® cards. He ſcratched his chin, and profeſſed 
great > his abhorrence of cards, the very name of which 
99 being mentioned made him ſweat with ve xation, 
n the gas it recalled the money - dropper to his re- 
of Ml membrance; But, however, (ſaid he) you 
were © have to do with other gueſs people now. — 
in. Why, 1 ſuppoſe, if you had a bad 
mea. run laſt night, you would ſcarce come off 
for leſs than ten or twelve ſhillings.” 
d not — l was mortified at this piece of ſimplicity, 
"with which J imagined, at that time, was all affected 
| alc. by way of . reprimand for my folly ; and aſked 
n me with ſome heat, if he thought I had ſpent the 
Odd! = evening in a cellar with chairmen and bunters ; 
as 1 giving him to know, at the ſame time, that my 
forry expence amounted to eighteen guineas. - It 
"od © | would require the pencil of Hogarth to expreſs 
your the aſtoniſhment and concern of Strap, on hear- 
"hyu- nung this piece of news; the baſon in which he 
Ir all Was preparing the Jather for my chin, drop- 
was © ped out of his hands, and he remained ſome timo 
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1 in that . attitude, with his 
mouth open. and his eyes thruſt forward can— 
ſiderably beyond their lation ; but remember'ng 
my diipulition, which was touchy and impatient 
of controul, he ſmothered his chagrin, and at- 
tempted to recollect himſclf.— With this 
view he endeavoured to laugh, but in ſpite of his 
teeth, broke out into a whimper, took up his 
waſh-ball and pewter pot, icrobbed niy beard 
with the one. and Ciicharged the other upon my 
face I took no notice of his confuſion, but 
after he bad iulty recovered himfeif, put him in 
mind ef his right, and aſſured him of my readi- 
neſs to ſurrender his effects whenever he ſhould 
think proper to demand them. He was net- 
ted at my inſinuation, which he thought pro- 
ceeded from my diftruft of bis friendſhip: and 
begged J would never talk to him in that ſtrain 
again, unleſs I had a mind to break ay any 

This good creature's unalterable friendſhip 
for me, alſe&ed me with the moſt grateful ſenti- 
ments, and acted as a ſpur to my b of 
acquiring a Luna, that I might have it in my 
power to manifeſt my generoſity in my turn. - 
For this purpoſe, ] determined to bring matters 


to a ſpeedy concluſion with Melinda; well know- 


ing, that a few ſuch nights as the laſt would ef- 
fectually 1 incapacihate me from proſecuting chat, 
or any other Sdrantageme amour. 

While my meditation was buſied in planning out 


my future conduct. Mr Banter favoured me with 


2 vititz and aſter breakfaſt, aſked how 1 had paſ- 
ſed the preceding evening 1 anſwered, | was 
very 2grecably entertained at a private houſe — 


« Yes, (ſaid he, with a ſarcaſtic ſmile you deſer- 


«© ved ſomething extraordinary for the price yon 


e paid.“ was ſurprized at his remark, and 
"retended ig ignorance of his ,meaning.—* Come, 
„ come, Random (continued he) you need not 
« make a myſtery of it to me, the whole town has 


de it L willethat fooliſh affair between you 
& and Bragwell at Hampſtead had been leſs pub- 
te lic. — it has ſet all the buſy bodies at work 


& to find out your real character and ſituation; and 
6 you cannot imagine what conjequres have 
e already circulatedatyourexpence : One ſuſpects 
« you to be a Jcfuit in diſguiſe; another thinks 
„ youu-are an agent from the Pretender ; ; a third 
believes you to be an upſtart gameſter, becauſe 
„ no body knows nothing of your faraily or 
6 fottune; a fourth is of opinion, that you ate an 
„ 1:1ſh fortune bunter,”—This laſt hypotheſis 
N me ſo near, that to conceal my coufu- 
ſion, 1 was fain to interrupt his detail, and damt 
the world for an envicus meddling community, 
that would not ſuffer a gentleman to live without 
moleſtation. He took no notice of this apoſtrophe, 
but went on, „ For my own part I neither 
+ know nor deſire to know, who, or what you 
« gare; this 1 am certain at that few people 
% make a myltery of their origin and ſituatio n, 
&- who can boalt of any thing advantageous i in ei- 
66 iber; and my own opinion of the matter 
« js, that you have raiſed yourſelf by your in— 
6 duſtry, from nothing to the appearance you now 
„ maimain, and which you endeavour to ſupport 
„% by ſome matrimonial ſcheme.” Here he 
fxed his eyes ſtedfaf {ty upon me, and percciving 
my face covered with bluſhes told me, now hg was 
confirmed in his opinion :“ Look ye, Random, 
6 (aid he) i have divined your plan, and am con- 
% kaent it will never ſucceed— You are too ho- 
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ee neſt and too ignorant of the town, to practiſe 
« the neceſſary cheats of your profeſon, and de- 
tect the conſpiracies that will be formed agaifift 
% Yu Beſides, you are downright baſhtul-— 
e what the devil! ſet up for a fortune hunter, 
& before you have conquered the ſenſe of ſhan e! 
„Perhaps you are entitled by your merit, aud 
& ] believe you are, to a richer and better wile 
« than Melinda; but take my word for it, ſhe is 
< not to be won at that rate ; or, if you are ſo 
& lucky, as to carry her, between you and me 
« you may ſay as Teague did, By my foul, I have 

gained a loſs! ſhe would take care to ſpend her 
ee 25 n fortune in a twinkling, and ſoon make 
& you ſick of her extravagance,”—-1 was alarmed 
by his diſcourſe, while | reſented the freedom of 
it, and expreſſed my diſguſt, by telling him, he 
was miſtaken in my intentions, and deſired he 
would give me leave to regulate my conduct. 


according to the dictates of my own reaſon. He 


made an apolopy for the liberty he had taken, 
end aſcribed it to the warmth of his friendſhip 
for me; as an uncommon inſtance of which he 
borrowed five guineas, aſſuring me there were 
very few people in the world whom he would fo 
far favour with his confidence. —1 gave him the 
money, and profeſſed myſelf ſo well convinced of 
his fincerity, that he had no occaſion to put it to 
{uch extraordinary proofs for the future. 
« 1 thought (ſaid he) to have aſked five pieces 
© more, but hearing you were bubbled of eighteen 
« laſt night, I preſumed you might be out of 
& caſh, and reſolved to mode] my demand 
& accordingly.” I could not help admiring the 
cavalier behaviour of this ſpark, of whom I deſi- 
fed to know his reaſon for ſaying I was bubbleg,--- 


1 
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Whereupon he gave me to underſtand, that 
before he came to my lodgings he had beat up 
Tom Tofsle, who having been preſent, inform- 
ed him of the particulars, rehearſed all the fme 
things I ſaid to Melinda, with which he propo- 
fed to entertain the town; and among other c:r- 
cumſtances, aſſured him, my miſtreſs cheated 
with ſo little art, that no body but a meer no- 
vice could have been impoſed upon. 

The thoughts of becoming a ſubject of rail- 
Jery for coxcombs, and lofing my money to boot. 
ſtung me to the quick; but | made a virtue of 
my Jndignation, and ſwore that no man ſhould 
with impunity, either aſperſe the character of 
Melinda, or turn my behaviour into ridicule. 
He replied in a dry manner, that T would find it 
an Herculean taſk to chaſtiſe every body who 
ſhould laugh at my expence ; and as for the cha- 
racter of Melinda. he did not ſee how it could 
ſuffer by what was laid to her charge; for that 
cheating at cards, ſo far from being reckoned > 
blemiſh among people of faſhion. was looked 
upon as an honourable indication of ſuperior ge - 
nius and addreſs. ——*< But let us wave this 
é ſubject (ſaid he) and go to the coFee-houſe, 


*in order to make a party for dinner.“ 
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CHAP. W. 


e repair to the ceffee-houſe, where we over hear a curious 
eſpute between Magtail and Medlar, which is referred to 


„ > derifion — =--the doctor gives us an account of his exe 
Periment.——--Medlar is roaſted by Banter, at the ordi- 
nary. ---the oid gent/eman $ advice to me. 


EING as willing to drop the theme, as 
he to propoſe it, 1 accompanied him thi- 
ther, where we found Mr Medlar and Doctor 


Wagtail, diſputing upon the word Cuſtard, which 
the phyſician affirmed ſhould be ſpelt with a G, 


becauſe it was derived from the Latin veib 

uſtare, **to taſte.“ But Medlar pleaded cu- 
ſtom in behalf of C, obſerving, that by the doc- 
tor's rule, we onght to change pudding into 
budding, becauſe it is derived from the French 
word bin; and in that caſe, why not retain 
the original orthography and pronunciation of 
al! the foreign words we have adopted; by which 
means our Tanguage would become a diſſonant 
jargon without ſtandard or propriety. The con- 
iroverly was referred to us; and Panter, not- 
withſtanding his real opinion to the contrary, de- 
cided in favour of Wagtall: Upon which the 
peeviſh annuitant aroſe, and uttering the mono- 
jyliable, ish! with great emphaſis, removed to 
another table. 

We then enquired of the doctor, what pro- 
greſs he had made in the experiment of diſtilling 
Tinder water; and he told us he had been at all 
the glaſs houſes about town, but could find no- 
ody who would undertake to blow a retort 


- 
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large enough to hold the third part of the quan- 
tity preſcribed ; but he intended to try the pro- 
ceſs on as much as wonld produce tive drops, 
which would be ſufficient to prove the ſpecific, 
and then he would make it a pariiamentary affair: 
that he had already purchated a conſiderable 
weight of rags, in reducing of which to tinder, 
he had met with a misfortune which had obliged 
him to change his lodgings : For he had gathered 
them in a h=ap on the floor, and ſet fire to them 
wech a candle, on the ſuppoſition that the board 
would ſuſtain no damage, becauſe it is the na- 
ture of flame to aſcend; but by fome very extra- 
ordinary accident, the wood was invaded, and 
began to blaze with great violence, which difor- 
dered him fo much, that he had not prefence of 
mind enough to call for ailiitancz, and the whole 
houſe muſt have been conſumed with him in the 
nudſt of it, had not the ſmoke that rolled our 
of the windows in clouds alarmed the neighbour— 
hood, and brought people to his ſuccour.— 
That he had loft a pair of black velvet breeches 
and a tye-wig in the hurry, beſides the expence 
of the rags, which were rendered uſeleſs by the 
water uſed to quench the flame, and the damage 
of the floor, which he was compelled to repair. 
That his landlord believed him diſtracted, 
had inſiſted on his quitting his apartment at a 
minute's warnigg, which put him to incredible 
inconvenience ; but now he is ſettled in a very 
comfortable houſe, and had the uſe of a large 
paved yard for preparing his tinder : So that he 
hoped in a very ſhort time to reap the fruits of 
tis labour. 

After having congratulated the doctor on his 
droſpet, and read the papers, we repaired to an 
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auction of pictures, where we entertained our- 
ſelves an hour or two ; from thence we adjourn- 
ed to the Mall, and n two or three turns, 
went back to dinner, Banter aſſuring us, that he 
intended to roaſt Medjar, at the ordinary; and 
indeed we were no ſooner ſet, than this Cynick 
began to execute his purpoſe, by telling the old 
Gentleman he looked extremely well. confider- 
ing the little fleep he kad enjoyed laſt night. To 
this compliment Medlar made no reply. but by 
a ſtare, accompanied with a ſignifcant grin, — 
and Banter went on thus: © don't know whe- 


ther moſt to admire the charity of your mind, 
6s 


or the vigour of your body. Upon my foal, 
„ Mr Mc=dlar, you do generous things with the 
t beſt taſte of any man | know! You extend 
* your compaſſion to real objects, and exact on- 
ly ſuch returns as they are capable of making. 
& —You muſt know. gentlemen, (ſaid he, turn- 
ing to the company) I had been up moſt 
6% part of the night with a friend who was bad 
& of a fever, and on my return home this morn- 
& ing, | chanced to paſs by a pin-ſhop, ſtill o- 
<& pen, whence iſſued a confuſed noiſe of mirth 
„and jollity: upon which I poppea in my 
& head, and perceiving Mr Medlar dancing bare- 
headed in the midſt of ten or twenty ragged 
© bunters, who r<joiced at his expence. But, 
einde d. Mr Medlar you ought not to acri- 
& fice your conſtitution to your benevolence.— 

« fConſider you grow old apace, and < $66 
e ought to have a reverend care of your health, 
& which muſt certainly be very much impaired 
by theſe nocturnal expeditions.” — The teſty 
ſenior could no longer contain himſelf, but cri- 
ed haſtily, © Tis well known that your tongue 


* 


"2 e late. 
iY foundation than in Banter's own invention, ak- 


e 
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is no ſlander.” -“ I think (ſaid the other) 


> « you might {pare that obſervation, as you are 
I» cc very ſenlible that my tongue nas done you 
XZ © ſional ſervice on many occaſions. - You may 


remember, that when you made your addreſ- 


„ ſes to the fat widow. who kept a public houſe 


at iſlington, there was a report ſpread very 


much to the prejudice of your manhood; which 
„ coming to the cars of your miſtreſs, you were 


d | & diſcarded 


immediately; and I brought mat- 
ters to a reconciliation, by aſſuring her you 
had three baſtards at nurſe in the country; 
How you ruined your own affair afterwa:d3, 
it is neither my buſineſs nor inclination to re- 
This anecdote, which had ro other 


forded a good deal of mirth to every body pre- 
ſent, and provoked Mr Medlar beyond all ſuf— 
ferance; ſo that he ſtarted up in a mighty paſh- 
gon, and forgetting that his mouth was full, be— 


ſpattered thote who fat next him, while he diſ- 


Charged his indignation in a volley of oaths, and 
called Banter inſignificant puppy, impertinent 


F jackanapes, and an hundred ſuch appellations; 
telling the company, he had invented theſe falle 


malicious aſperſions, becauſe he would not lend 
bim money to ſquander away upon rooks and 
—Zwhores.--* A very likely ſtory, (ſaid Banter) 
that I ſhould attempt to borrow money of a 


man who is obliged to practice a thouſand ſhifts 


to make his weekly allowance hold ont till 
«+ Saturday's night. Sometimes he ſleeps four 
and twenty hours at a ſtretch, by which means 
he ſaves three meals beſides coffee-houſe ex- 
“ pence------Sometimes he is fain to put up with 
ee bread and cheeſe and mall. beer for dinner; 


66 
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il « ard ſometimes he regales on two penny- 

0 & worth of ox-cheek, in a cellar.?? 6. You 

| „ are a lying miſcreant {cried Medlar, in an ex- 

ij & tacy of rage) I can always command ef 
ll « enough to pay your tay'or's bill, which I am 
if « ſure is no trifle; and | have a good mind to 
Il C6 give you a convincing probt af my circum- 5 
ll 67 {la CCS) by pr otecuting 70 for del. mation, 1 
|; „ firrah,”— By this time the violence of his E 
It wrath had de Prived him of his appetite. and he 
i! fat ſilent, unable to ſwallow one mouthful, while 
il his tormentor enjoyed his morttfication, and in- i 
if creaſed his chagrin, by adviſing him to lay in | 
| plentifully for Eis next Cay s faſt. - Ip 
| Dinner being ended, we came down ſtairs to al 
| the coffce-room, and Banter went away to keep 
| an eppointment, ſaying, be ſuppoſed he ſhould 5 
| ſee Wagtail and me in the evening at the Bed- 
! ford coffee- houſe.— He was no ſooner gone, 
| | than the old gentlemen took me aſide, and ſaid 99 
if he was forruw to fee me ſo intimate with that 
t fellow, who was one of the molt graceleſs 19\.cs 
if about town, and had already walted a good e- 2" 
N late and conſtitution upon harlots that he 
had been the ruin of many a young man, by in- 
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troducing them into debauched company, and 
ſetting a lewd example of all manner of wicked 
neſs; and that, uvleſs | was on my guard, he $ 
would ſtrip me in a ſhort time, both of my mo- 
{ll ney and reputation. I thanked him for his in- 
" formation, and promiſed to conduct myſelf ac- 
| cordingly, wiſhing, however, his caution had 

been a few hours more carly, by which means I 
might have faved five gnireas. Notwirhſtand- 

ing this inte! ier | was inclinable to impute 

ome part of the charge to Mcdlat's revenge far 
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the liberties taken with him at dinner; and there- 
fore, as ſoon as 1 could diſengage myſelf, ap- 

plied to Wagtail for his opinion of the character 
in queſtion 3 ; refolved to compare their accounts, 
allowing for the prejudice of each, and form my 
Juc Agment upon both without adhering ſtrictiy to 
eicher. The doctor aſſured me, that he 
was a very pretty gentleman, of family and for- 
tune; a ſcholar, a wit, a critic; and perfectly 
well acquainted with the town ; that his honour 
and courage were unqueſtionable, though tome 

extravagancies he had been guilty of, and his ta- 
Int for ſatire, had procured him enemies, and 
made ſome people {hy of his acquaintance. 
From theſe different ſcetches, I concluded that 
Banter was a young fellow of ſome parts, who 
bad fpent his fortune, but retainea his appetites, 


and fallen our with the world becauſe he could 


not enjoy it to his wiſh, 

I went to the Bedford coffee-honſe in the e- 
vening, where I met with my friends, from thence 
proceeded to the play, and afterwards carried 
them home to my Jodgings, where we ſupped 
with great harmony and ſatisfaction. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 


ö WA. 


J receive a challenge—the conſequence of it the guarrc 
ing made up, I em pat in arre/?, by the care aud ff, 
of Strap bit inmediately retcaſed upon explaining rey wy 
fa PN Behaviour of Mr © Regan ond his two jri 6 —- 


Melinda, whom ] di vert with an account of ihe duet 


5, prove marriage——ſbe refers the matter to her -. 


ther, of whom ] make a ſolemn demand of her daughter — 
the old lady's behavicur I am d ſcarded, reſcut thiir dif 


don, 

H E NI was ready to go abroad next 
V day. Strap brought me a etter, direc- 
ted 72% Mr Random, Eſq ; Thoſe— Which, np- 
on open.ng, ] found contained a challenge, couch- 
ed in thele very extraordinary terms: 


&-8-1-R; 

bs HEREAS I am inform ed that 
\ you make love to Miſs Melinda 
« Gooletrap. This is to let you know, that 
„ ſhe is under promiſe of marriage to me; and 
that I am at this preſent waiting, at the back 
of Montague houſe, with a pair of good piſ- 
„ tols in my hand, and if you will keep your 
appointment, I will make your tongue confeſs 
(after the breath is out of your body; that you 

“ do not deſerve her as well as 

& Yours, Cc. 
« Roukkx O Recan.” 


L gueſſed from the ſtile and ſubſcription of 
this biller, that my rival was a true Mileſian, and 
was not a little uneaſy at the contents, eſpecially 
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wat part, where he aſſerts his right to my mi- 
ttreſs by promiſe, a circumſtance ] did not know 
how to reconcile to her penetration. However, 
this was no time for me to decline the invitation, 
becauſe the ſucceſs of my addreites might in a 
great meaſure depend upon my behaviour in that 
air. I therefore immediately Icaded my pit- 
tols, and berook myſelf in a hackney-coaci to 
the place appointed, where J found a tall raw- 
boned man, with a hard featured countenance, 

and black buſhy beard, walking by himſelf, wrap- 
ped up 1n a h abby great- coat, over Which his 
hair deſcended in a leathern queue from his head, 
that was covered with a greaſ hat trimmed with 
a tarniſhed faint a efpagne. Ile no ſooner per- 
ceived me advancing. than without any preambie, 
be pulled a piſtol from his boſom, and Preſent 
ing at me, ſnapt ii. Alarmed at this rude fatu- 
tation I made a land; and before he could ad- 


| quit his other piece, "Re one of mine at him, 


without doing any damage. By this time he 
was ready with his ſecond, that Baſhed in the 
pan without going off: Upon which he called, 
with a true Tipperary cadence, * Fire away, ho- 
„ ney,* —and began to hammer his flint with 
8 deliberation — But 1 wa reſolved to make 

uſe of the advantage Fortune had given me; and 
N ſtept up, without throwing away my 
lire, deſiring him to aſk his life, or prepare for 
another world; but this ſtout Hibernian refuſed 
to condeſcend, and complained bitterly of my 
having quitted my ground before he could return 
my ſhot, ſaying, 4-ought to go back to my ſtati- 
on, and let him have an equal chance with me. 
—T endeavoured to perſuade him that I had gi- 
ven him a double chance already; ; and it was 


bed 
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my buſineſs to prevent him from enjoying a third ; 
— But now, ſince J had an opportunity, I de- 
manded a parley and deſired to know his con- 
dition, and reaſon for calling me to the held, 
who, to the beſt of my remembrance, ſo far from 
having done him an injury, had never before ſecn 
him. He told me, that he was a gentleman of 
fortune who had ſpent all he had, and hearing 
that Melinda had got ten thouſand pounds, he in- 
tended to make himſelf maſter of that ſum by eſ- 
pouſing her, and was determined, in an honour- 
able way, to cut the throats of all thoſe who ſtood 
between him and his hopes.---1 then demanded 
to know the foundation of his hopes; and now 
that I had ſeen him, being more and more alio- 
niſhed at the cireumſtance of the promiſe, del;r- 
ed he would explain that myſtery: He gave mo 
to underſtand that he truſted entirely to his birt 
2nd perſonal merit; that he had frequently wrote 
to Melinda, ſetting forth his claim and pretenß- 
ons, but ſhe was never kind enough to fend an 
anſwer, or even to admit him into her preſence ; 
and that the promiſe he mentioned in his letter, 
was mage by his friend Mr Gaghagan, who al. 
ſured him, that no woman could reſiſt a man of 
his appearance I could not ferbear laughing to 
exceſs at the ſimplicity of my rival, who did not 
{-em to reliſh my mirth; and began to be ve 
ſerious : Upon which 1 endeavoured to eee] 
him, by giving him my word and honour, that 
in far from prejudicing his addreſſes to the lady, 
1 would repreſent him to her in the moſt favour- 
able light 1 could, with any regard to truth; but 
he muſt not be ſurprized if the ſhould remain 
blind to his deſerts, for nothing was more capri- 


cious than a woman's mind, and the affection of 
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IS that ſex was ſeldom purchaſed with Virtue a- 
bose. —That my declaration might have the bet: 
ter effect, I took notice of his dithabille, and 
profeſſiog ſorrow at ſeeing a gentieman reduced, 
© !lipt two guineas into his hand, at the fight of 
ZR which he threw away his piſtols, and hugging me 
ia his arms, cried, “ Arrah, by Jeſus. now, you 
r are the beſt friend I have met with theſe ſeven 
long years. — When I had ſuffered ſome mi- 
nutes in his embrace, he quitted me, and picking 
up his ruſty arms, wiſhed the devil might burn 

bim, if ever he ſhould give me any farther trou- 
; ble about woman-kind. 

Ihe quarrel being thus amicably compoſed, I 
begged leave to look at his piſtols, which] found 
ſo greaſy and ſo foul, that I believe, it was happy 
| for him neither of them was diſcharged, for one of 
them would certainly have ſplit in the going off, 
and he would, in all probability, have loſt his hand 
in the exploſion ; but what gave me a lively 
idea of the man's character was to find, upon exa- 
mination, that one of them had been loaded with- 
out being primed, and the other primed without a 
charge. 5 

While we walked home ward together. I expreſ- 
ſed a defire to know my new friend's hiſtory; 
and he informed me of his having ſerved in the 
German army as a volunteer againſt the Turks; 
that for his behaviour at the ſiege g& Belgrade he 
had been honoured with an enſign's commiſſion, 
and afterwards promoted to the rank of lieutenant, 
in which ſtation, it was his misfortune to affront 
his captain, who challenged him to the field, and 
was killed in the duel, upon which he was obliged 
to retreat ; that he had been in England 
fome years ſoliciting his friends for proviſion in 
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the Britiſh army; but being hitherto unſucceſs. 
ful, he was defired by Mr Gaghagan to turn his 
thoughts to matrimony, and make his fortune ly 
an advantageous match: in conſequence of which 
advice he had made up to Melinda, and having 
heard, by means of an Iriſh footman in the fami- 


ly, that I was her chief favourite, had called me 
ys 7 


out, in hopes of removing by my death, the great- 
eſt obſtruction of his defires ; but now he was 
convinced of my honour agd generoſity, he ſwore 
by the blei!tcd Virgin, he would think of her no 


more, if there was not another woman inthe world 


—— As a further proof ot his veracity, which | ka 


did not at all doubt, he opened an old iron ſnuff— 
box, and pulled out his commiſſion in the Imperial 
army, and his captain's challenge, which he pre- 
ſerved as teſtimonials of his character. 1 was 
ſo well convinced of this poor man's honeſty and 

courage, that i determined to ſpeak in his beha'f 

to ſome of my acquaintance, who might recom- 


mend his caſe to the conſideration of thoſe who 
could provide for him; and in the mean time to 
accommodate him with a fewcloaths. by which his 


appearance would be much mended, and himicil 
= 


enabled to renew his ſollicitations in perſon. 

As we walked along, converſing ſociably toge- 
ther, we were met by a file of muſqueteers, and 
Strap at their head, who no ſooner approached, 


than with a frantic look, he cried, “ Seize them! 
2 In the name of God! ſeize them! 
We were accordingly ſurrounded, and I put in ar- 


reſt by the corporal, who was comman 


ing offi- 


cer; but captain O Regan diſengaged himſelf, 4 


and ran with ſuch ſpeed towards Tottenham court | 


road. that he was out of ſight in a moment. When WY 
my arms were delivered up, and myſelf Reuel, Mm 


. 
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Is. trap became a little more compoſed, and aſked 


= 3 for the liberty he had taken, which he 
* hoped I would excu'e as it proceeded from his 
n | Jaffection: He then told me, that, ſuſpecting the 
1/7 We: (Which by the bye. was brought by the au— 

1 Wthor himſelf) contained ſomething extraordina v, 

18 1 Whe had peeped through the keych le, and ſeen 
t. ne load my piltols; upon which he ran down to 
33 hitehall, and .pplied to the officer on guard 
re Mor a party to put me in arreſt ; bur before he 


Peturned, J was gone in a coach; that he had en- 
- lied which way I went, and having heard that 
Fuels were commonly fought at the back of Mon— 
M292 houſe, he conducted the guard to this place, 
b vhere he thanked God for having found me ſafe 
ad ſound I let him know, that 1 forgave his 
*$Þiicious concern for once, but cautioned him in 


25 

nd Mretty ſevere terms from making me the ſubject 
alf f idle converſation. for the future: then turning 
m- Js the corporal, I thanked him for his care and 
ho eve him a crown to drink with his men, aſſuring 
to im that the rencountre was over long before he 
his ame up, and every thing compromiſed, as he 
{cif ght have obſcrved by our behaviour; as a far- 


ge. ion that one of my piſtols had been d.ſcharged ; 

10 - but this civil perſon, without giving him- 
ed, | f or me any further trouble, received the boun- 
m with a thouſand bows and acknowledgments, 


tely, 


og 
öff- He was not gone an hundred yards when my 
ſelf, MPiend O Regan came up, in order to reſcue me 


(ith two Tatterdemalions whom he had engaged 
ur that purpoſe, about the purlieus of St Giles's ; 
Pune of them Was armed with a ont that 


er proof of which, he would find upon examina- 


"WM returning tbe piſtols releaſed me immedi- 
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wanted a lock, and another with a ruſty broad 
ſword : but their dreſs ſurpaſſed all deſcription, — 
When he underſtood | was already free, he made 
an apoloby for his abrupt departure, and intro- 
dvced me to his two companions; Firſt. to coun- 
ſellor Firz clabber, who, he told me, was then 
employed in compiling a hiſtory of the kings of 

Tunfter, from Iriſh manuſcripts ; and riſen to his 
friend Mr Gaghagan, who was a profound philo— 
ſopher and politician, and had projected many ex- 
cellent ſchemes tor the good of his country — 
But it ſeems theſe literati had been very il] re- 
warded for their ingenious Jabours ; for between 
them both, there was but one ſhirt, and half a 
pair of breeches. I thanked them very kind- 
Iv for their readineſs to aftiit me, and having of- 
fered my ſervice in my turn, withed them a good- 
morrow, deſiring O Regan to accompany me to 

y lodgings, where he was fitted with decent 
N from m y wardrobe, fo much to his ſatis— 
faction, that he {wore eternal gratitude and friend- 
ſhip to me, and at my requelt, recounted ail the 
particulars of his life. 

In the afterncon, I waned on Melinda, who 
received me with great kKindnefs and familiarity, 
and laughed exceſhvely at my adventure with 
the Iriſhman, to whoſe wiſhes the was no ſtran— 
ger. having more than a dozen of letters in her 
poſſeſſon, which he had wrote to her on the ſub- 
ect of love, and which, for my entertainment, 
ſhe ſubmi:ted to my peruſal. Having made 
ourſelves merry at the expence of this poor admi- 
rer, J ſeized the opportunity of her mother's go- 
ing out of the room, and introduced my own 
paſſion, which 1 recommended to her with all 
the ardour and eloquence 1 was maſter of, —— 1 
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gattered, ſighed, ſwore, intreated, and acted a 
WW thouſand extravagancies, in hopes of making ſome 
impreſſion on her heart; but ſhe heard every thing 
1 ſaid without diſcovering the leaſt emotion; 
and other company came in, before ſhe would 


8 voucbſafe one ſerious reply. — After tea, the cards 


W were brought in according to cuſtom, and it was 
my good fortune to have Melinda for my partner 
by which means, inſtead of loſing, I came off with 


ie guineas clear gain. 


I ſoon became acquainted with a good many 
people of faſhion, and ſpent my time in the mo- 
diſh diverſions of the town, ſuch as plays, operas, 
maſquerades, drums,aflemblies, and pupet-ſhows ; 
chiefly in company with Melinda, whom I culti— 
W vated with all the eagerneſs and addreſs that my 
© proſpe& could inſpire, and my education atlord : 


: = 1 ſpared neither my perſon nor my purſe, to gratiſy 


her vanity and pride; my rivals were intinudated, 


and indeed outſhone; and after all, I began to 


fear that the dear creature had not a heart to loſe. 
At laſt, finding myſelf unable to ſupport the 
expence of this amour much longer, I was deter- 
mined to bring the matter to a crilis; and one even- 
ing, while we were fete a tete, complained of 
her indifterence, deſcribed the tortures of ſuſpence 
to a love-{ick mind, and preſſed her to diſcloſe her 
ſentiments of matrimony and me, with ſuch car- 
IF neltneſs, that ſhe could not, with all her ait, ſhift 
ie ſubject ; but was obliged to come to an eclair- 
Ciſſement.— She let me know, with a careleſs air, 
that ſhe had no objection to my perſon, and if I 
could fatisfy her mother in other particulars, I 
ſhould not find her averſe to the match; but ſhe 
was reſolved to do nothing in an affair of ſuch mo- 
mentous concern, without the advice and conſent 
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of her parent.——— This was not a very agreeable 
declaration to me, whoſe aim had been to win her 
inclination firſt, and then ſecure my conqueſt by a 
private marriage, to which i flattered myſelf ſhe 
would expreſs no reluctance. That I might 
not, however, deſert my cauſe before it was del- 
perate, | waited on the mother. and with great 
forraality demanded the daughter in marriage: 
The good Jady, who was a very notable woman, 
behaved with great ſtate and civility ; thanked me 
for the honour | intended her Hor, and faid, 
ne did not doubt that I was in all reſpects qua- 
liücd to make a woman happy; but it concern- 
ed her, as a parent anxious about the welfare of 
her child, to enquire into the particulars of my 
fortune, and know what ſettlement I propoſed to 
make. Jo this intimation, which would have 
utterly diſconcerted me, if I had not expected 
it, I replied without heſitation, that though my 
fortune was very mall, I was a gentleman by 
birth and education, would maintain her daugh- 
ter in the ſphere of a gentlewoman, and ſettle her 
own dowry on her and her heirs for ever. 
his careful matron did not ſeem to reliſh my 
POR but obſerved with a demure countenance, 
har there. was no neceſſity for ſettling that upon 
18 child which was her own already: Howe- 
ver, if J pleaſed, her lawyer ſhould confer with 
mine npon the matter; and in the mean time, 
ſhe deſired I would favour her with the peruſal 
of my rent- roll. Notwithſtanding the vexa- 
tion | was under, I could fcarce forbear laugh- 
ing in her face, at the mention of my rent- roll, 
which was indeed a ſevere piece of ſatire upon 
my pretenſions. I frankly owned 1 had no 
land eſtate: and told her, that I could not exact 
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ſpecify the ſam J was maſter of, until J had re- 
gulated my affairs, which were at prefent in 
ſome diſorder ; but that I would take an oppor- 
tunity of ſatisfying her on that head very {uon. 

I was not Jong before I took my leave; and 
returned to my lodgings in a very meijancholy 


mood, perſuaded I had nothing more to expect 


from that quarter: | was confirmed in this opi— 
nion next day, when I went back with a view 
of explaining myſelf more fully to the old gen— 
tlewoman ; and was told by the footman that his 
ladies were not at home, although | had ſeen 
Melinda through the blinds at a parlour window, 
as J went up to the door. incenſed at this af— 
front, I quitted the door, without ſaying one 
word, and as I repaſſed the parlour, bowed to 


| Miſs. who ſtill remained in the ſame ſituation, 
| ſecurely ſcreened, as ſhe thought, from my 
view. 


This diſappointment gave me more uneaſinefs 
on Strap's account, than my own ; for L was in 


no danger of dying for love of Melinda; on the 


contrary, the remembrance of my charming Nar- 


eiſſa was a continual check upon my conſcience, 


during the whole courſe of my addrefies ; and per- 
haps contributed to the bad ſucceſs of my ſcheme, 


by controuling my raptures, and condemning my 
companion with every thing that happened to me, 
and IJ performed this p.ece of duty in an effected 


paſſion, {wearing I would be his pack horſe no long 
er, and deſiring him to take the management of 


his affairs into his own hand. This ſineſſe had 


the defired effect; for inſtead of grumbling over 


my miſcarriage, Strap was frightened vt the paſ- 
ſion J feigned, and begged me for the love of 


God to be appeaſed ; obſerving, that although we 
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had ſuffered a great loſs, it was not irreparable; 
and if fortune frowned to-day, ſhe might per- 
haps ſmile to-morrow. [ pretended to acqui- 
eſce in his remarks, praiſe his equanimity, and 
promiſe to improve by misfortune. He, on 
the other hand, pretended to be perfectly well 
ſatisfied with my conduct, and conjured me tg 
follow the dictates of my own reflection; but in 
ſpite of all his affectation, I could perceive his 
inward affliction, and his viſage ſenſibly increaſed 
in longitude from that day. | 


CHAT Lc 


I ong to be revenged on Melinda. apply to Banter for 
his aſſiſtance—.—. he contrives a ſcheme for that purpoſe, 

. which is put in execution with great ſucceſs-----» I make an 
ottempt on the heart of Miſs Gripewell, but am diſap- 
Fointed . grow mclanchely at my diſappointment, and 


have recourſe to the bottle receive a hillet- daux 
am raviſbed at the contents. ind myſelf involved in an 


intiigue, which I imagined would make my fortune m 


confounded at my miſtake, which baniſhes all thoughts of 
matrimony. | 


| 5g the mean time, my attention was wholly 

engrciled in ſearch of another miſtreſs, and 
the deſire of being revenged on Melinda, in both 
which ſchemes 1 was very much aſſiſted by Billy 
Chatter, who was ſuch a neceſſary creature among 
the ladies, that in all private dances he engaged 
the men. To him therefore I applied, defiring 
he woutd introduce me to a partner of ſome figure 
at the next private aſſembly, for the fake of a fro- 
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lic, the intention of which I would afterwards 
communicate. Billy, who had heard ſomething 
of a difference between Melinda and me, imme- 
diately ſmoaked part of my delign, and thinking 
] only wanted to alarm her jealouſy a little, pro- 
| miſed to gratify my deſire, by matching me with a 
partner worth thirty thouſand pounds, whom the 
ladies of this end of the town had lately taken in- 
to their management and protection. Upon 
further enquiry, 1 found this perſon's name was 
X Miſs Biddy Gripewell ; that her father, who had 
been a pawn-broker, died inteſtate, by which means 
all his ſubſtance deſcended to this daughter, who 
vas ſo little a favourite, that could the old man 
bave prevailed with his own rapacious diſpoſition, 
do part with as much money as would have paid 
dhe expence of a will, ſhe would not have inheri- 
ted the ſixth part of his fortune; - that during 
his life, ſo far from being educated in a way ſuita- 
ble to ſuch great expectations, ſhe was obliged to 
live like a ſervant wench. and do the molt menial 

offices in the family. But his funeral was 
do ſooner performed, than ſhe aſſumed the fine la- 
dy, and found ſo many people of both ſexes to 
flatter, careſs and inſtruct her, that, for want of 
diſcretion and experience, ſhe was grown inſuffer- 
J 2dly vain and arrogant, and pretended to no leſs 
x than a Duke or Earl at Ieaſt, for her huſband ;— 
that ſhe had the misfortune to be neglected by the 
XX Engliſh quality, but a certain poor Scottiſh lord 
was then making intereſt to be introduced to her 
8 acquaintance. ----In the mean time, ſhe was fallen 
into the hands of a notable lady, who had already 
diſpoſed of her to a lieutenant of foot. a diſtant 
relation of her ladyſhip's. tho* Miſs. as yet, knew 
nothing of the affair; and laſtly, that if I propo- 
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ſed to dance with her. I muſt give him leave to re- 
preſent me as a knight or foreign count at leaſt, 
- I was raviiied at this piece of information, 
and conſented, for one night, to perſonate a French 
Marquis, that 1 might the eaſier fulfil my re- 
verge. 
Having made the appointment with Chatter, 
went to Banter's lodging, having by this time 
conceived a great opinion of his penetration and 
Knowledge; and after had enjoined ſecrecy. told 
him every circumſtance of my diſgrace with Me 
linda, and imparted the plan I had en to 
mortify that proud coquette, deſiring his advice 11 
improving, and aſſiſtapce in executing of the 
ſcheme. Nothing could be more agreeable to 
his miſanthropical temper, than an account of her 
behaviour and my reſentment: He applauded my 
reſolution, and propoſed that I ſhould not only 
provide myſelf in a proper partner, but alſo pro- 
cure ſuch an one for Miſs Gooſetrap, as would in- 
fallibly intail upon her the ridicule of all her ac- 
quaintance : For this purpoſe he mentioned his 
barber, who. he ſaid, was an exceeding coxcomb, 
lately come from Paris, whoſe abſurd aflectation 
and grimace would eaſily paſs upon her, for the 
ſprightly politeſſe of a gentleman improved by tra— 
vel, —I hugged him for his hint and be affured 
me, it would be no difficult matter to make him 
believe tha! Melinda having ſeen him by accident, 
was captivated by his appearance, and longed for 
his acquaintance. — He actually engaged him on 
this pretence, and painted his good fortune in ſuch 
colours, that the poor ſhaver was quite beſide him- 
ſelf with joy.— He was immediately fitted with 
a tawdry ſuit of cloaths belonging to Banter, and 
by him recommended to Chatter, as a very pretty 
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elo, juſt returned from his travels. | 

Billy, who acted as a gentleman atner to a great 
many of the fair ſex in and abvut town, undertook 
ES at once, to beſpeak Melinda in his behalf; and 
every ching happened according to my wiſh, 
At the time appointed, 1 appeared, dreſſe d to 
the beſt advantage ; and in the character or Mar- 


y I 5 3 7 bi 
J auis, had the honour of opening the ball with the 
rich heireſs, who attracted the eyes of the whole 


company, by the prodigious number of jewels: 
with which ſhe was adorned. — Among others, I 
perceived Melinda; who could no more conceal 
her envy than altoniſhment at my ſucceſs ; Her 
curioſity was ſtill more flagrant and tormenting, 


Chatter, who alone could give her any ſatisfaction 
on that head, was engaged in converſation at the 
other end of the room. obſerved her impa- 
rience, and exulted in her chagrin ; and after my 
partner was fer, took the opportunity of paſſing by 
ber to make a flight bow without ſtopping ; which 


3 compleated my triumph and her indignation. . She 


changed colour, bridled up, aſſumed an air of diſ- 
dain, and flirted her fan with ſuch fury, that it went 


ment of thoſe who fat near and obſerved her. 
At length the metamorphoſed barber took her 
out, and acted his part with ſuch ridiculous extra- 
vagance, that the mirth of the whole company 
ZE was excited at his expence, and his partner ſo much 
aſhamed, that before the country dances began, ſhe 
retired in great confuſion, under pretence of being 
taken ſuddenly ill, and was followed by her gal- 
lant, who, no doubt, imagined her indiſpoſition 
was nothing but love: and laid hold of the occa- 
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for ſhe had never ſeen Miſs Gripewell before; and 
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to pieces in a moment, to the no ſmall entertain» 


ſion of conducting her hope, to comfort ber with 
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ſitive whiſper of Who is he?“ ran round the 


day. The barber in pure ſimplicity of heart, de- 
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an aſſurance of his entertaining a reciprocal pal. 
ſion.— They were no ſooner gone, than an inqui— 


room, and Chatter could give no other intelligence 
about him, than that he was a man of fortune, - 
juſt returned from his travels: 1 who alone was 3K 
acquainted with his real quality, affected igno— 
rance, well knowing, that female curioſity would 
not reſt ſatisfied with ſuch.a general account, and 
that the diſcovery would proceed with a better 
grace from any body than me. a 

Mean while 1 was e by the richneſs of 
the prize, to practiſe on Mis e heart; 
but ſoon found it too well fortified with pride a and 
indifference to yield to any efforts in my own cha- 
racer, and I neither would nor could preſerve 
the title I had borrowed longer than that night, 

As I expected, every thing came to light next 


tected himſelf to Melinda, and diſcovered the 
foundation of his hopes; ſhe ſickned at the af- 
front, and was aſhamed zo ſhew her face in pub- 
lic for many weeks after this accident. Poor 
Chatter found it impoſüble to juſtify himſelf to 
her ſatisfaction; was in utter diſgrace with 
Miſs Gripewell, for having impoſed me upon 
her as a nobleman ; and ſuffered very much in 
his character and influence among the ladies in 
general. FF 

Finding my finances diminiſhed more than one 
half, and my project as little advanced as on the 
Grit day of my arrival in town, ] began to dil- ſl 
pair of my ſucceis, and grew melancholy at tbe 
proſpe& of approaching want—To diſpel the 
horrors of this fiend, } had recourle to the bottle, 
and kept more company than ever.. I became 
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ny: Polt a letter written in a woman's hand, con- 


| Elevated with this conjectur, | went to work, 
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particularly attached to the play-houſe converſed 
with the actors behind the ſcenes, got acguaint— 
ed with a body of templars and in a thort time 
commenced a profeſſed wit and critic, Indeed. 
I may fay, without vanity, chat was much het- 
ter qualified than any one of my companions, 
who were, generally ſpeaking, of all the crea- 
tures 1 ever converted with, the moſt ignorant 
and aſluming. B Jy. means of thele avocations 
] got the better of care, 1 + hs to leparate 
my ideas in ſuch X manner, that when ever I was 
attacked by a le oOo my reflect on, I could ſhove 
it aſide, and call in ſome agreciule reverie to my 


aſſiſtance. This was not the caſe with S trap, 
0 practiled a thouland ſhifts to conceal the 
ſorrow that preyed upon his carcaſe, and reduced 
him to the relemblance of 2 meer ſkeleton. 
While | thus poſted, in a thoughtleſs manner, 
towards poverty, I one day recery ied; by the pen- 


taining a great many wah: flown Compliments, 
warm proteſtati ons of love, couched in a very 
poeucal ſtile, an earneſt defire of knowing whe— 
ther or not my heart Was Enga ged, by leavin | 
an an{wer at a certain; ac directed 0 R. B. 
and «he whole ſubſcr! wed, ** Your incognita.“ 
1 was traniported with joy on reading the con- 
tents of this billet- doux, which J ee as A 
maſter· piece of tendetneſs and elegance, and was 
already up to the ears in love with the author, 
whom my imagination rEpre: lentcd as a lady of 
fortune in the bloom of youth and beauty, —— 


and exhauſted my iv vention in compoling an an- 


ſwer ſuitable to the ſublimity of her ſtile, and the 
ardour of her ſentiments.— cxpreſſed my admi- a 
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ration of her wit, in terms the moſt hyperbolt- 
cal, and while J acknowledged myſelf unworthy 
of her regard, declared myſelf enamoured of her 
underſtanding ; and in the moſt pathetic manner, 


implored the honour of an interview, — Having \'$ 
finiſhed this performance, and communicated it 
to Strap, who ſkipped about for joy, I diſpatch- 
ed him with it to the place appointed, which was 
the houſe of a milliner not far from Bond-ſtreet, 1 
and deſired him to keep watch near the door for 3 
ſome time, that he might diſcover the perſon who oF 
would call for it. In leſs than an hour he re- 
turned. with a joyful countenance, and told me, 
that ſoon after he had delivered the letter, a | 4 
chairman was called, to whom it was given, with "i 
directions to carry it to the houſe of a rich gen- > 
tiemar in the neighbourhood, whither he (Strap) 
followed him, and ſaw it put into the hands ofa 


Waiting woman, who paid the meſſenger and#ſhut 
the door: that upon enquiry at an ale-houſe hard 
by, where he called for a pint of beer, he under- 
ſtood. that the gentleman to whom the houſe be- 
longed, had an only daughter, very handſome, 
who woula inherit his whole eſtate; and who 
certainly was the author of the billet 1 had recei- | 
ved. — ] was of the ſame opinion, and hunging ³⁵⁶ 
myſelf in the happy proſpect, dreſſed immediate» 
ly, and paſſed in preat ſtate by the houſe that 
contained my unknown admirer—Nor was wy 
vanity diſappointed; for I perceived a beautiful 
young creature ſtanding at one of the windows 
of the dining-room, who, J imagined, obſerved 
me with more than common curioſity. That I 
might indulge her view, and at the ſame time 
feaſt my own, I affected to ſtop, and gave or- 
ders to Strap in the ſtreet, juſt oppoſite to hcx 
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Ration, by which means I had an opportunity of 


ſeeing her more diſtinctly, and of congratulating 
myſelf on having made a conqueit of fo much per- 
fection.— in a few moments ſhe retired, and I be- 
took myſelf to the ordinary 1n a rapture of hope, 
which deprived me of my appetite for that meal, 


and ſent me home in the evening to indulge my 
# contemplation. 


Early next day, I was favoured with another 


* epiltle from my unknown charmer, ſignifying her 


WM unutterable joy at the receipt of mine, which, 
XX white it made a tender of my heart, convinced 


"0 her of the value of it, Above all things, ſhe pro- 
feſled extreme pleaſure in finding me fo much 
attached to her underſtanding a circumſtance that 


not only flattered her in the moit ſenſible part, 


bat at the ſa ne time argued my own ſagacity.— 
M1 8 5 J 


As for the interview 1 deſired, the aſſured me, 


that I could not be more eager for ſuch an occa- 


hon, than ſhe ; but ſhe mutt not only ſacrifice a 


little more to decorum, but be ſatisfied of my 


honourable intentions, before ſhe would grant 


that requeſt; Mean while, ſhe gave me to under- 


{tand. that although the might owe ſome defe- 
rence to the opinion of certain perſons, the was 


reſolved, in an affair that fo nearly concerned her 
happineſs, to conſult her own inclination prefer- 
able to the advice of the whole world; eſpeci- 


ally as the was urged to ſuch condeſcention by no 


conſideration of fortune, what the depended up- 
on, being her own without reſtriction or controul. 
Struck with aUmiration at the philoſophy and 
{elf denial of my miſtreſs, who ſeemed inſenſible 
of the beauty ſhe poſſeſſed ; and in particular, 


| | raviſhed with that piece of intelligence, by which 


I learned her fortune was independent, i reſumed 
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the pen, launched out into encomiums on the dig- 
nity of her ſentiments, aſſected to undervalue the 
charms of external beauty, pretended to ground 
Fay paſſion on the qualities of her mind, complain- 
ed of her rigour, in facrificing my repoſe to en 
over- {crupulous regard to decorum, and declared 
the purity of my def ons in the molt ſolemn an: : 
pathetic vows. —'I'his performance being 5 
and directed, was ſent to che place appointed, 
Strap, who, that we might be ſtill the mor? 
c conſirmed in our belic f renewed his watch, and 
in a little time bro! apht back the ſame information 
£5 before, with this additton, that Miſs Sparkle, 
(che name of uy ſuppoſed correſpondent) look - 
ing out of the winduw, no ſooner ſaw the meC- 
lenver arrive, T an the ſhut the caſement in a fort 
of beautiful confuſion, and diſappeared ; eager, 
no doubt, to hear from the dear object of her 
love. 
My doubts now vaniſhed, the long = 

Port appeared, and 1 looked upon mylelt as per 
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tecily fecure of that happineſs 1 [ had been in quet 
py 1 “ 


of 5 long. After dinner, I ſauntered in com- 
pany with Dr Wagtail to that part of ihe town 

12 which my inamorata lived; and as he was 4 
meer reciſter, inquired of him into the name, 
character, and fortune of every body who poſſeſſ- 
cd a good houſe in the {treers through which we 
allcd. When it came to his turn to mention 
Sir John Sparkle, he repreſented him as 
an immenſe 


a man of ll 
oftate and narrow diſpoſition, why 


1ewed up his only child, a fine young lady, 


from the converſation of mankind, under the“ 


tri watch and inſpection of an old governante, 


who was either fo honeſt, envious, or inſatiable, 
$ jy rr v5 Lo tes Ka 
An! 141% def if wd 10 


| 


| been, as yet, able to make ber ol 
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3 ba friend, or get acceis to her charge, though 
4 numbers attempted it every day; not fo much on 
account of her cxpetarions from her father, who, 
* being a widower, might marry again, and have 
oas, as for a fortune of twelve thouſand pounds 
re ber by an uncle, of which ſhe could not be 
eprired.— This piece of news exacily tallying 
ovich the laſt part of the letter i had been honvur- 
A with in the morning, had ſuch an effect on 
me, tat any man, except Wagtail, might have 
Would my emotion; bat his attention was too 
uch engroſſed on the contemplation of his own 
i portance, to be affected with the deportment 
ok any other body, unlefs it happened to be fo 
IF particular that he could not help taking notice of 
- Rs 

When I had diſengaged myſelf from him, 


£* - - 


whoſe converſation grew infipid to me, I went 


9 
a bone, and made Strap acquainted with the fruits 
= of my reſearches. — This faithful Squire was al- 
10lt choaked with tranſport, and even wept for 
joy; but whether on account of himſelf or me, 
1 ſhall not pretend to determine. Next day a 
” Hos billet-dousx was brought to me, containing 
=_ ny expreſhons of tenderneſs, mingled with 
* ſome affecting doubts about the artifice of man, 

Jae ſinconſtancy of youth, and the gealouſy often 
attending the moſt ſincere paſhon ; withal deſir- 
ing J would excuſe her, if ſhe ſhould try me a 
WF tle longer before ſhe declared herſelf beyond 
de power of retracting. Theſe intereſting 

ſcruples added fuel to my flame, and unpatience 
to my hope; i redoubled my complaint of her 
indiſference, and preſſed her to an affignation 
ich ſach fervid intreaties, that, in a few days 
ale conſented to meet me at the houſe of that 
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milliner, who had forwarded all my letters, — 


when I heard the ruſtling of ſilk and the ſound of 5 


I was ſtruck dumb with amazement, and petrißed 
with horror! This antient urganda perceived my bo 
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During the intervals between the date of her pro. 

miſe and the hour of appointment, my pride ſoar. 
8 beyond all reaſon and deſcription; i Joſt all re- 
membrane of the gentle Nareiſſa, and my thoughts 
were wholly employed in plar ding triumphs over 
the malice and contempt of the world. 

At length the happy hour arrived: 1 flew tothe 
place of rendezvous, and was conducted into an IN 
apartment, where J had not waited ten minutes, 


feet aſcending the ſtairs : My heart took the alarm 
and beat quick, my cheeks plowed, wy nerves 
thrilled, and my knees ſhook with extaſy! | per- 
ceived the door opening, ſaw a gold brocade pet- 
ticoat advance, and ſprung forward to embrace my 
Charmer. - Heaven and earth! how ſhall ! 
paint my ſituation, when I found Miſs Sparkle 
converted into a wriukled hag turned of feventy! 


diſorder, and approaching with a Janguiſhing air, Wl 
ſeized my hand. aſking in a ſqueaking tone, if { 
was lindiſpoſed. — Her monſtrous affection com- 
pleated the diſguſt I had conceived for her at her 
firſt appearance; and it was a long time before! 
could command myſelf ſo much as to behave with © 
common civility : At length, however, ] recolle&- 
ed myſelf, and pronounced an apology for my be- 
haviour, which, I ſaid, proceeded from a dizzineſs WW 
that ſeized me all of a ſudden. My hoary % 
Dulcinea, who. no doubt, had been alarmed at my 
confuſion no ſooner learned the cauſe to which! 
now aſcribed it, than ſhe diſcovered her joy in 26 
thouſand amorous cequetries, and aſſumed the WF 


ſprightly arts of a girl of ſixteen. One while ſhe WM 
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1 Paled me with her dim eyes, quenched in rheum; 
'O« 3 Shen, as if ſhe was aſhamed of that freedom, ſhe 
y x to look down, bluſh, and play with her 
: 4 Een. then toſs her head, that I might not perceive 
Ja palſy that ſhook it, aſk ſome childiſh queſtions 
Noith a liſping accent, giggle and prin with her 
"| 9 Front ſhut, to conceal the ravages of time upon 
Mer teeth, leer upon me again, ſigh piteouſly, fling 
oerſelf about in her chair to ſhew her agility, and 
1 act a great many more abſurdities that youth and 

1 deauty can alone excuſe. Shocked as | was at my 
iſappointment, my diſpoſition was incapable of 
3 b any perſon who loved me; I therefore 
endeavoured to put a good face on the matter for 
the preſent, reſolving to drop the whole affair as 
on as 1 ſhould get clear of her company; with 


tis view, | uttered ſome civil things, and in par- 
ble ticular deſired to know the name and condition of 
y che lady who had honoured me ſo much. — She 
ed iold me her name was Withers, that ſhe lived 
my vit Sir John Sparkle, in quality of governeſs to 
= *KEbis only daughter, in which ſituation ſhe had pick- 


ea up a comfortable ſufficiency to make her caſy 
for life; that ſhe had the pleaſure of ſeeing me at 
church, where my appearance and deportment 


el made ſuch an impreſſion upon her heart, that ſhe 
im ould enjoy no eaſe until ſhe had enquired into 
-ct- my character, which ſhe found ſo amiable in all 
be- reſpects, that ſhe yielded to the violence of her in- 
1els 3 3 lination, and ventured to declare her paſſion, with 
ary too little regard, perhaps, to the decorum of her 
my ex; but ſhe hoped I would forgive a treſpaſs, of 
þ 1 P bich f myſelf was, in ſome meaſure, the cauſe, 


1 «4 

ad impute her intruſion to the irreſiſtable dictates 
rf love.— No decoyed rake ever ſwallowed a bo- 
le Mas with more reluQance than I felt in making a 
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reply ſuitable to the compliment, when inftead of 
the jewel, 1 fouhd the crazy Caiket only in my 
power; and yet my y hope: began to revive a litik. 
when I conivjercs, cha, Gy carrying on the APPCity 

ance of an intrigue with the Duen! na, I : migh; 
poſſibly get accent to her ra. Encouraged by 


«7? 
: CY? 
this uggellion, wy temper 8 er more ference, ty 
reſerve wore oft, I ralked alter, and even 


made Toys to this antiquated CR who ſeen 
extremely happy in her adorer, and read 5 r 
allurements to make her imagined COngueit more Wy 
ſecure —T be od woman of the houſe treated us 
with tea and ſweetmeats, and afterwards withdrew, MW 
like a civil experienced matron as ſhe was. -—- i 
Left thus to our mutual endearments ; Mis 
Withers for ſhe was ſtill a maiden | began to talk 
Ot matrimonp, and expreſied ſo much impatience Wl 
in all her behaviour, that had ſhe been ſifty Years | 
younger, [ might poffibly have oratified her! 10 
ing without having recourſe to the church; but | 
this my virtue as v al: as intereſt forbad. When 1 
the inclinations of an old maid ſettle upon a 2 4 
fellow, he is perſecuted wich her addreſſes ; but! 
ſhould he once grant her the favour, he will never | 
be able to diſentangle himſelf from her importuni- | 
ties and reproaches. jt was my butlinels to deler | 
the ceremony as long as poſnbie under the mot 
ſpecious pretences, with a view of becoming ac- Aa 
quaiured with Mils Sparkle, in the mean time; il 
and 1 did not deſpair of ſucceſs. when 1 ect 4 
that in the courle of our correſpondence I ſhoul:!, 
in all probability, be invited to viſit my miſtreſs in 
her own apartment, and by that means have an 
opportunicy © of converſing Wich her charming ward, | 

leaſed with this proſpect, my heart dilated witli 8 
Joy. I taiked in reptures to the ale goycrnante Þ 
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and kiſted her ſhrivelled hand, with great devotion; 
She waste much tranſported with ber good for- 
tung he could not contain her extacy, but 
flesh me like a tygreſs, and preſſed her {kin- 
ny lips to mine; when (as it was no doubt con- 
certed by ber evil genius a doze of garlic ſhe had 
ſwallowed that morning to difpel wind, l ſuppoſe, 
began to operate with ſuch a ſudden exploſion, 
that bumawenature, circumſtanced as I was, could 
not endufſe ſhock with any degree of temper. 
—|! loſt Nience and reflection, flung 2 
ſrom her in an ibſtant, ſnatched my hat and cane 
and ran Cown ſtairs as if the devil had me in 
purſuit, and could ſcarce reſtrain the convulſions 
W of my bowels, which were grievouſly ofended by 
the perfume that aſſaulted me. — Strap, who weit - 
ed my return with impatience, ſeeing me 1 
in the utmoſt diſorder, ſtood motio nfeſg with ap- 
prehenſion, and durſt not enquire into the caule. 
After I had waſhed my mouth more than ence, 
and recruited my ſpirits with a glaſs of wine, 1 re- 
counted to him every particu alar of what had hap- 
pened; to which he made no other raeply, f for ſome 
ume, than lifting vp his eyes, claſping his hands, 
and utteripg a hollow groan, At length he ob- 
ſerved, 1 in a melancholy tone, that it was a thou- 
ſand pities my organs etre ſo delicate as tobe of- 
ſended with the ſmell of f parize 2: “ Ah! God help 
us (ſaid he) *ris not the ſtæams of garlje, no, nor 
of ſomething elſe, that would give me the leaſt 
W © uncalineſs fee what it is to be a cobler's 
&« fon,” ] replied haſtily, © T wiſh then you 
© wenld go and retrieve my miſcarriage.” —At 
this he ſtarted, forced a ſmile, and left the room, 


| reſented 1 my abrupt departure ſo much, that her 


Vor. 11, U 


ſhaking his bead. Whether the old gentle woman 
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lore changed into diſdain, or was aſhamed to ſce 
me on account of her infirmity, I know not 3 but 
L was never troubled again with her paikon, 


CHAP: LI. 


F enltryate an acquaiotonce with two nobIemen—am tnfrodue 
ced to Earl Strutwell —his rind promiſe and in vitat on 
the behavicur of his porter and lackey — he receives me wth 
an appearance of uncommon affeftion—rundertakes to {peu 
zn my behalf to the minifter—informs me of his fucceſs, aid 
wiſhes me joy—introduces a converſation about Petronius Ar- 
liter — fails in Ive with my watch, which I preſs upon 

Vin -I make a preſent of a diamond ring to Straddle— 
impart my gold fortune to Strap, and Banter, who diſabu- 
tos me, to my utter mort'fication. 
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AFF LE bitherto in my matrimonial 
& > ſchemes, I began to queſtion my talents for 
the ſcience of fortune-hunting, and to bend my 
thoughts towards fome employment under the 
government. — Wich the view of pracuring 
which, 1 cultivated the acqyaintance of lords 
Straddle and Swillpot, whoſe fathers were men 
vi intereſt at court. I found theſe young no- 
blemen as open to my advances as I conld deſire: 
J accompanied them in their midnight rambles, 
and often dined with them at taverns, where l 
had the honour of paying the reckoning. 

I one day took the opportunity, while I was 
loaded with proteſtations of friendſhip, to diſcloſe 
my deſire of being ſettled in ſome ſinccure; and 
to ſollicit their influence in my behalf. Swill⸗ 


pot ſqueezing my hand, ſaid, 1 might depend up- 


IJ ebended upon, I thought I diſcovered fo much 
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on bis ſervice, by G—-d. The other ſwore, that 
do man would be more proud than he to run of 
my errands. Encouraged by theſe declarations, 
I ventured to expreſs an inclination to be intro- 
diced to their fathers, who were able to do my 
buſineſs at once. Swillpot frankly owned he had 
not ſpoke to his father theſe three years ; and 
Straddle aſſured me his father having lately diſo- 
bliged the miniſter by ſubſcribing his name to a 
proteſt in the houſe of peers, was thereby render- 
ed incapable of ſerving his friends at preſent ; but 
he undertook to make me acquainted with Earl 
Strutwell, who was hand and glove witha certain 
perſon that ruled the roaſt. This offer I embraced 
with many acknowledgments, and plied him ſo 
cloſely, in ſpite of a thouſand evaſions, that he 
found himſelf under a necellty of keeping h's 
word, and actually carried me to the levee of this 
great man, where he left me in a crewd of fel- 
low-dependents, and was uſhered to a particular 
cloſet-· audience; from whence in a few minutes, 
he returned with his lordſhip, who took me by 
the hand, aſſured me he would do me all the 
ſervice he could, and deſired to fee me often.— 
] was charmed with my reception, and although 
1 had heard that a courtier's promiſe is not to be 


ſocetneſs of temper and candour in this Earl's 
countenance, that 1 did not doubt of profiting by 
his protection. I reſolved therefore, to avail 
myſelf of his permiſſion, and waited on him next 
andience day, when I was favoured with a par- 
ticular ſmile, ſqueeze of the hand, and a whiſ- 
per, ſignifying that he wanted half an hour's con- 
verſation with me fete a tete, when he ſhould be 


diſengaged, and for that purpoſe defired me to 
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come and drink a diſh of chocolate with him to- 
morrow morning.—'}'he Invitation, which did 
not a little flatter my vanity and expectation, | 
took care to obſerve, and went to his lordſhip's 
houſe at the time appointed. Having rapped at 

the gate, the porter unbolted and kept it half o- 
pen, piacing himſelf in the gap. Ike folgiers in 
a breach, to diſpute my pallag ge. ] demanded 
to know if his locd was ſlirring 2. He anſwered 


+ '» 4 


with a ſurely aſpect, „ No.“ At what hour 


„ does he commonly riſe ? (fwd 1)“ 6% Some- 


& times ſooner, ſometimes later (ſaid he, clot; ng 1 


e the door upon me by degrecs). -I then told 

him 1 was come by his Jordſhip's own appoint— 
ment; to which this Cerberus replied, „] have 
6 received no orders about the matter; and was 
upon the point of thutting me out, when | recol— 
lected myſeif all of a ſudden, and flipping a crown 
into his hand, begged as a favour that he would 
enquire and let me know whether or not the Eat! 
was up. The grim janitor relented at the touch 
of my money, which he took with all the indiffer- 
ence of a tax-gatherer, and ſhewed me into a par- 
four, where, he ſaid, 1 might amuſe myſelf 'til 
ſuch time 2s his lordſhip would be awake. [ 
had not ſat ten minutes in this place, when a foot- 
man entered, and without ſpeaking, ſtared at me. 
I interpreted this piece of his behaviour into 
“ Pray, dir, what is your buſineſs ?? and aſked 
the fame queſtion 1 had put to the porter, when [ 
accoſted him firſt. The lackey made the fame re- 
ply, and diſappeared before I could get any fur- 
ther intellioence.---1n a little time he returned, on 
pretence of poking the fire, and looked at me 


again with great carneſtneſs ; upon which | began 
to-pereeive hie men 85 and tipping him wich 
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half a crown, deſired he would be ſo good as to 
fall upon a method of letting the Earl know that 
J was in the houſe. He made a low bow, ſaid 
| « Yes, Sir,” and vaniſhed. This bounty was 
not thrown away, for in an inſtant he came back 
and conducted me to a chamber, where 1 was 
received with great kindneſs and familiarity by 
his lordſhip, whom } found juit riſen, in his 
morning gown and flippers. After breakfaſt, 
he entered into a particular converſation with me 
about my travels, the remarks ! had made abroad, 

and examined me to the full extent of my under- 
landing. My anſwers ſeemed to pleaſe him ve- 

ry much; he frequently ſqueezed my hand, and 
looking at me with a ſiagular complacency in his 
countenance, bid me depend upon his good of- 
| fices with the miniſtry in my behalf. Youn 

& men of your qualification (ſaid he) ought to 
« be- cheriſhed by every adminiſtration. For 
% my own part, I fee ſo little merit in the world, 

& that 1 have laid it down as a maxim, to en- 
&« courage the leaſt appearance of genius and vir- 
&« tue, to the utmoit of my power. You have 
a great deal of both; and will not fail of ma- 
&« king a figure one day, if I am not miſtaken; 
but you mult lay your account with mounting 
by gradual ſteps to the ſummit of your fortune. 
Rome was not built in a day. As you un- 
derſtand the languages perfectly well, how 
would you like to croſs che ſea, as ſeeretary to 
* an embaſly?”? I aſſured his Lordſhip, with 
great ee that nothing could be more a- 
greeable to my inclination : Upon which he bid 
me make myſelf eaſy, my buſmeſs was done, for 
he had a place of that kind in his view. This 
piece of Booroiny affected me ſo much, that. J 
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no ſooner perceived them, than he caught mc in 
his arms, hugged and kiſſed me with a ſeeming. 


common inſtance of fondneſs for a ſtranger, re. 


not for the future give myſelf the trœuble of at- 
tending at his levee, but coine at the ſame hour 
every day, when he was at leiſure, which was | 
three times a week. | 

Though my hopes were now very ſanguine, I 
determined to conceal my proſpect from every bo- 
dy, even from Strap, until 1 fhould be more 
certain of ſucceſs ; and in the mean time, give 
my patron no reſpite from my ſolicitations —— | 
When [ renewed my viſit, I found the ſtreet door 
opened to me as if by enchantment; but in my 
paſſage towards the preſence-room, 1 was met 
by the valet de chambre, who caſt ſome furious 
looks at me, the meaning of which J could not 
comprehend. The Earl ſaluted me at entrance 
with a tender embrace, and wiſhed me joy ot 
his ſucceſs with the premier, who, he ſaid, had 
preferred his recommendation to that of two other 
noblemen very urgent in behalf of their reſpec- 
tive friends, and abſolutely promiſed that I ſhould 
go to a certain foreign court in quality of ſecre- 
tary to an ambaſſador and plenipotentiary, who 
would ſet out in a few weeks, on an affair of vall 


was unable for ſome time to expreſs my gratitude, BY 
which at length broke out in acknowledgment WY 
of my own unworthineſs, and encomiums on bis WY: 
benevolence. I could not even help ſhedding WK 

. d | op 
tears, at the goodneſs of this noble lord, wha Wit 


ly paternal affection. Confounded at this un. | 


mained a few moments filent and aſhamed, then 
got up and took my leave, after he bad atlured i 
me that he would ſpeak to the miniſter in my 
favour, that very day; and deſired that I would 
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FEmportance to the nation. I was thunder- ſtruck 
ich my good fortune, and could make no other re- 
i than kneel and attempt to kiſs my benefactor's 
and, which he would not permit, but raitng 
3 me up, preſſed me to his breaſt with ſurprizing 
emotion, and told me he had now taken upon 
imſelf the care of making my fortune. — What 
Enhanced the value of the benefit ſtill the more, 
os his making light of the favour, and ſhifting 
ye converſation to another ſubject : among other 
"MWopics of diſcourſe, that of che Belles Lettres was 
Introduced, upon which his Lordihip held forth 
oithi great taſte and erudition, and diſcovered an 
atimate knowledge of the authors of antiquity— 
BF Here's a book ſaid he, taking one from his 
boſom) written with great elegance and ſpirit, 
and though the ſubje& may give offence to 
. ſome narrow minded people, the author will 
always be held in eſteem by every perſon of 
vit and learning.“ — So ſaying, he put into my 
and Petronius Arbiter, and aſked my opinion 
pt bis wit and manner. I told him, that in 
y opinion, he wrote with great eaſe and vivaci- 
y, but was withal ſo lewd and indecent, that he 
oght to find no quarter or protection among 
people of morals and taſte, ——< I own (replied 
dhe Earl) that his taſte in love is generally de- 
cried, and indeed condemned by our laws; 
but perhaps that may be more owing to pre- 
judice and miſapprehenſion, than to true rea- 
* fon and deliberation. The beſt man among 
the antients is ſaid to have entertained that 
paſſion; one of the wiſeſt of their legiſlators 
has permitted the indulgence of it in his com- 
mon- wealth; the moſt celebrated poets have not 
ſerupled to ayow it ; at this day it prevails not 
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only over all the Eaſt, but in moſt parts «' Ml 
Europe; in our own country it gains grourd Wl 
a-pace, and in all probability will become ins zY 
ſnort time a more faſhionable vice_than ſimp!. 

formcation, Indeed there is ſomething 
to be (aid in vindication of it, for notwithil ani. 
ing the leverity of the Jaw againſt offence; 
in this way, it muſt be W r that the Pre: . 
tice of this paſſion is unattended with that cute 


and burthen upon ſociety, which procecds li 


from a race of miſerable deſerted baſtards. who | 
are either murdered by their parents, deſerted 
to the utmoſt want and wretchedreſs, or bred | 
up to prey upon the common- weaith, aud tt 
likewiſe prevents the debauchery of many a 
young maiden, and the proflitution of honct W 


men's wives ; not to mention the conſideration i 


of health, which is much liable to be im. 
paired in the gratificatton of this appetite, than 
in the exerciſe of common venery, which by 
ruining the conſtitutions of our young men, 
has produced a punny progenythat degeneratt's 
from generation to generation? Nay, I have 
been told, that there is another motive per. 
haps more powerful than all theſe, that induces 
people to cultivate this inclination : namch, 2 
the exquiſite pleaſure attending its ſucceſs.” | 
From this diſcourſe. I began to ) be apprchenſire 


that his Lordſhip, finding 1 had travelied, was a- 
fraid I might have been infected with this ſputi— 
ous and ſordid defire abroad, and took this me- 
thod of ſounding my ſentiments on the ſubject, 
Fired at this ſuppoſed ſuſpicion, I argued 
againſt it with great warmth, as an appetite un- 
natural, abſurd, and uf Nantes; conſequence: 
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and declared my utter deteſtation and abhorrence 


= of it in theſe lines or the ſatytilt. 

Pi % Eternal in famy the wretch confo! ad; 

ing & Who planted firſt this vice on Britiſh ground 

10. 6 A vice! that 'ſpite of ſente and nature reigns, 

era « And poiſons genial love, and manhood ſtains!“ 

w The Earl Imiled at my indignation, told me he 
abs was glad to ſind my opinion of the matter io con- 
855 W formable to his own, and that what he advanced 
ho Vas only to provoke me to an anſwer, with which 
o Whe profeſſed himiclt perfectly well pleaſed. 

1 After I had enjoyed a long audience, J happen- 
ed to look at my watch, in order to regulate my 
10 motions by it; and his Lordſhip obſerving the 
ct chaſcd cafe, defied to ſee the device, ind: e xa- 
0 wine the execution, which he approved with ſome 
855 expreſſions of admiration. Conſidering the 
5 obligations J lay under to his Lordihip, 1 thought 
| bl chere could not be a fitter opportunity than the 
885 preſent to manifeſt, in ſome ſhape, my gratitude; 
os 1 therefore begged he would do me the hohour to 
55 accept of the watch, as a [mall teſtimony of the 
md lenſe) had of his Lordltip's generolity : but he 
© ccaſed it in a percempiory manner, and faid he 
Y was ſorry 1 ſhould entertain fuch a mercenary opi- 
1 ion of him, obſerving at the fame time, that it 
my Nas the maſt beautiful piece of ee he 
ed ever ſcen; and debiring to know where he 
_ > bould have ſuch another. I begged a thouſand par- 
"dons for the freedom I bad taken, which 1 hoped 
# Fc would impute to nothing elſe than th? higheſt 
Wvencration for his perſon let him know that as 
. Wit came to my hand by accident in France, I could 
* 


give him no information about the maker, for there 
Was no name on the inſide; and once mote humbly 
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intreated that he would indulge me fo far as to uE 
it for my ſake. He was {till poſi tive in re. 
ſing it; ; but war pleaſed to thank me for my gene- 
ous offer, f. iying, it was a preſent that no no. 
man need be aſhamed of receiving; though le 
was reſolved to ſhew his diſintereſtedneſs with re. 
gard to me, for whom he had conceived a particu. al 
lar friendihip ; and inſiſted (if I was willing » 
part with the watch) upon knowing what it co, 8 
that he might at leaſt indemnify me, by refunding 
the money. On the other hand, I aſſured his Lord. 
ſip, that I would look upon it as an uncommon Z 
mark of diſtinction, if he would take it without 
farther queſtion ; and rather than diſoblige me, 
he was at laſt perſuaded to put it in his pocket, to 
my no ſmall ſatisfation, who took my leave ir. 
mediately, after having received a kind ſqueeze, | 
and an injunction to depend upon his promiſe. i 
Buoyed up with my reception, my heart open- W 
ed. I gave away a guinea among the lacqueys ; a 
who elcorted me to the door, fl ew to the lodgings 
of Lord Stradsle, upon whom 1 forced my dia- 
mond ring, as an acknowledgment for the great 
j-rvice he had done me, and from thence hied my- Z 
ſelf home, with an intent of ſharing my happi- Z 
x with honeſt Strap. I determined, however, 
ro heighten his pleaſure, by depreſſing his ſpirits 7 
at rſt, and then bringing in the good news with 
double reliſh For this purpoſe, I affected the 
appearance of diſappointment and chagrin, ard 
told him in an abrupt manner, that] had lot 
the watch and diamond. Poor Hugh, who had 
been already harrafted into a conſumption by in- 
telligence of this ſort, no ſooner heard theſe words 
than, unable to contain himſelf, he cried wih 
diſtraction in his looks, God in heaven fen 
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ule . ee hid !?—T could carry on the farce no longer, 
be but laughing in his face, told him every thing 
02 that had befallen me, as fore recited. His teas 
le- tures were immediately unbended, and tus age 
he ſition ſo affecting, that he wept wich joy, calling 
TO my Lord >trutwell by the appellatious of Jewel, 
cu. Phoenix, Nara avis; and praiſin God, that 

o I ncre was {till ſome virtue left among ovt nob!ti- 
4 tj, —Our mutual congratulations being over, Ve 


ung 1 gave way to Our imagination, and anticipated gur 
rd: 1 happineſs, by proſecuting our ſucceſs through the 
101 cf: ent ſteps of promotion, till 1 arrived at the 
out rank of a prime miniſter, and he to that of my 
me, rd ſecretary. | 

„%  [ntoxicated with theſe ideas, T went to the ordi- 
in. Wnary, where meeting with Banter, l communica- 
e, Med the whole affair in confidence to him, condlu— 


ging with an aſſurance that I would do him all the 
en. ervice in my power, —He heard me to an end 
Y; with great patience, then regarding me a good 
1" 8 P , 8 © 
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and 


chile with a look of diſdain pronounced, “ 50 
* your buſineſs is done you think?“ * As good 
© as done, | believe, ſaid 1.” e tell you 
(replied he) what will do it ſtill more effec- 
= twaily-- A halter.--?*Sdeath ! if I had been {fuch 
= gull to two ſuch ſcoundrels as Strutwell and 
Straddle, I would without any more ado tuck 
my ſelf up.“ Shocked at this exclamation, | de- 
red him with ſome confuſion to explain himſeiZ, 
ſpon which he gave me to underitand, that 


loit rraddle was a poor contemptible wretch, who li- 
had ed by burrowing and pimping to his fellow peers ; 


in. * 
10s 
vith 3 
{ors J 


hat in conſequence of this laſt capacity, he bad 
oubtleſs introduced me to Strutwwell, who was fo 
WP 0corious tor a paſſion for his own ſex that be was 
mazzd his character had never reached my ears; 
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and that ſo far from being able to obtain for me 
the poſt he had promiſed, his intereſt at court was 
10 low, that he could ſcarce provide for a ſuperan- 
auated footman once a- year in Chelſea-hoſpita— 
that it was a common method for him to amuſe 
firangers whom his jack-calls run down, with 
ſuch 2furances and careſſes as he had beſtowed 
on me, until he had ſtript them of their cath, 
and every thing valuable about them ;—very of- 
ten of their chaſtity ; and then leave them a prey 
to want and infamy ; that he allowed his ſervants 
no other wages than that part of ſpo!] which they 
could gain by their induſtry ; and that the whole 
of his conduct towards me was fo glaring, that 
no body who knew any thing of maakind could 
have been impoſed upon by his inſinuations. 
I ͤ leave the reader to judge how 1 reliſhed this 
piece of information, which precipitated me from 
the molt exalted pinnacle of hope, to the loweſt a- 
byſs of deſpondence; and well nigh determined 
ne to take Banter's advice, and finiſh my chagrin 
with a halter — ] had no room to ſuſpect the ve- 
racity of my friend, becauſe, upon recollection, I 
found every circumſtance of Strutwell's behaviour 
exactly tallxing with the character he had deſcri- 
bed: His hugs, embraces, ſqueezes, and eager 
looks, were now no longer a myitery; no more 
than his deſence of Petronius, and the jealous 
frown of his valet de chambre, e it leems, was 
at preſent the favourite pathic of his Lord. 
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CHAP. LI. 


T atte:npt 19 recover my watch and jewel, but to no purpoſe 
——reſolve to revenge myſelf on Sirutwell by my impertu- 


expected fucceſs------ Strap s extacy----=- rs Gawky waits 
upon me, profeſſes remorſe for her perfidy, and impleres 
my ofiftance--=--- Ido myſelf a piece of juſtice by ber means, 
and afierwards reconcile ber to ber father. 


* WAS ſo confounded that! could make no re- 
1 ply to Banter, who reproached me yith great 
indignation, for having thrown away upon raſcals, 
chat which, had it been converted into ready mo- 
rey, would have ſupported the rank of a gentle- 
man for ſome months, and enabled me at the ſame 
time to oblige my friends Stupified as | was, 
could cafily divine the {ource of his concern, but 
neaked away in a ſolitary manner, without yield= 
Meg the leaſt anſwer to his expoſtulations; and be- 
an to deliberate with myſelf, in what manner [ 
Whould attempt to retrieve the moveables I had fo 
Holiſhly loſt, -T would have thought it no rob- 
Wery to take them again by force, could I have 
one it without any danger of being detected; 
Put as 1 could have no ſucn opportunity, 1 reſol- 
ed to work by fineſſe, and go immediately to the 
odgings of Straddle, where | was fo fortunate as 
o find him. „ My Lord, (ſaid 1)] havè juſt now 
x recollected, that the diamond | had the honour | 


165 THE ADVENTURES O 


« Fpreſeniing to you, is looſened a little in the 1 
* ſocket, and there is a young fellow juſt arrived WY 
from Paris who 1s reckoned the beit jeweler :1 Wil 
& Europe; knew him in France, and if your Ml 
« Lordihip will give me leave, wall carry the rir. 
« to him to be ſet to rights.“ — His Lordibip 
was not to be cauplit in this ſnare--be thanked rie 3 
for my offer, and let me know, that having bim. 
ſelf obſerved the defect, he had already ſent it to 
his own jeweller to be mended. And indeed, by BY 
this time, | believe it was in the jeweller's hands, ll 
though not in order to be mended, for it ſtood in 
need of no alterations. w 
Banlked in this piece of politics, J curſed ny BY 
ſimplicity ; but reſolved to play a ſurer game with | 
the Earl, which i thus deviied.—) did not doubt 
of being admitted into familiar converſation with 
him, as before, and hoped by ſome means to get 
the watch into my hand, then on pretence of v.in- 
ding or playing with it, drop it onthe floor, Which if 
in all probability will diſorder the work ſo as to 
ſtop its motion. This event would furniſh me with 8 
an opportunity of inſiſting upon carrying it away 
in order to be repaired ; and had this happened, 
ſhould have been in no hurry to bring it buck.— 
What pity it was ] could not find an occaſion of 
putting this fine ſcheme into execution! When! = 
went to renew my viſit to his lordſhip. my acceſs to 
the parlour was as free as ever; but after I had 
waited ſome time, the valet de chambre came in 
with his Lord's compliments, and a deſire to {ce 
me to-morrow at his !evee, being at preſent ſo 
much indiſpoſed that he could not ſee company — 
I interpreted this meſſage into a bad omen, and 
came away, muttering curſes againſt his lordſhip s 
politeneſs, and ready to go to luggerheads with 
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myſelf for being ſo egreg fou. duped. — Bat that 
I might have ſome ſatisfaction for the lots I had 
ſuſtained, ] belieged him elolely at his levee, and 
poerſecuted him with my {clcitations ; not without 
 taiuc hopes indeed, of reaping ſomething more 
from my induſtry, than the bare pleaſure of mak- 
ing him uneaſy; though 1 could never obtain ano- 
ther private hearing, Curing the whole courſe of 


tt9 CE my attendance ; neither had [ refolution enough 
5s undeceive Strap, whoſe looks in a little time, 
ds, were fo whetted with impatience, that whenever 
1in I came home, his eyes devoured me, as it were, 
vich eagerneſs of attention. 

W RR At length, however, finding myſelf reduced 
110 to my laſt guincn, I was compelled to diſcloſe my 
abt neceſſity, though I endeavoured to ſweeten the 
ich diſcovery by rehearſing to him the daily aſſurances 
get I received from my patron— But theſe promiſes 
n. IE vere not of efficacy ſufficient to ſupport the ſpi- 
8 Trits of my friend, who no ſooner underſtood the 
1 lowneſs of my finances, than uttering a dreadful 
ith ME groan, he exclaimed, “ In the name of God, 
nz EE. what ſhall we do?“ —in order to comfort him, 
d ! bid, that many of my acquaintance, who were 
— i 2 worſe condition than we, ſupported notwith- 
\ of landing, the character and appearance of gen- 
1 { h lemen; and adviſing him to thank God that we 
o bad as yet incurred no debt, propoſed he ſhould 
* pawn my ſword of ſtcel inlaid with gold, and truſt 
5 my diſcretion for the reſt. This expedient was 
"Me wormwood and gall to poor Strap, who, in ſpite 
5 | of his invincible affection for me, ſtill retained 
2 00s of economy and expence ſuitable to the 
ol gp rrownels of his education; nevertheleſs he com- 
ps 0 plied with my requeſt, and raiſed ſeven pieces on 
i de ſword in a twinklipg.— This ſupply, incon- 
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written a diſcharge, telling him with an air of 


his hands in ſecret, gnawed his nether lip, an 


jected ſpirits, could not even lay me afleep. Pant. 
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fiderable as it was, made me as happy for te il 


preſent, as if I had had five hundred pounds ir 
bank; for by this time I was well ſkilled in pro. 
craſtinating every troubleſome reflection, tha 
the proſpect of want ſeldom affected me ver; 
much, let it be ever ſo near. — And now indeed 
it was nearer than 1 imagined ; for my lanclor 
having occaſion for money, put me in mind of 
my being indebted to him five guineas in lodging, 
and telling me he had a ſum to make up, beg. 
ged I would excuſe his IMportuntty : and di ſchar;s L 
the debt Though L could ill ſpare ſo much cain, AY 
my pride took the reſolution of diſburſing i, Ml 
which I did in a cavalier manner, after he had 


ſcorn and reſentment, I faw he was reſolved that 
I ſhould not be long in his books; while Stray, 
who ftood by, and knew my cjrcumitances, wrurg 


turned yellow with deſpair Whatever ap- 
pearange of indiffcrence my vanity enabled we | 
to put on, | was thunderitruck with this demand, 1 
which 1 had no ſooner ſatisfied, than 1 haſtencd 
into company, with a view e beguiling my cares 
with con erſation, or drowning them in wine. 

After. dinner, a, party was ACC ordingly Mace e 
in the coffee houſe, from whence we adjourned 


to the tavern, where iuſtead of ſharing the mit- YT 


of the company, I was as much cheprined at their 
good humour, as a damned ſoul in heli would be 
at a glimpie of heaven. In vain did 1 1wai- 
low bumper after bumper? ! the wine had loſt is ll 
effect upon me, and fo far from 1ailing my de- 


er, who was the only intimate I had (Strap ex · 
cepted) perceived my anxiety, and when *. 


o 
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broke up, reproached me with puſillanimity, for 
being caſt down at any diſappointment that ſuch 
a raſcal as Strutwell could be the occaſion of. — 
I told him 1 did not at all ſee how Strutwell's 
being a raſcal alleviated my misfortune, and gave 

bim to underſtand, that my preſent grief did not 
bo much proceed from that diſappointment, as 


3: a trom the low ebb of my fortune, which was ſunk 
11; 900 ſomething leſs than two guineas.—At this de- 
e claration, he cried, © Pſhaw ! is that all ?? and 


aſſured me, there were a thouſand ways of living 
u, io town without fortune, he himſelf having ſubſiſt- 


i, ed many years entirely by his wit.--I expreſſed an 
ea ger deſire of being acquainted with ſome of theſe 
ot methods, and he without further expoſtulation, 
hat bid me follow him. He conducted me to a houſe 
ap, near the piazzas in Covent Garden, which we 
urg entered, and having delivered our ſwords to a 
and grim fellow, who demanded them at the foot of 
2) MT ie ſtair caſe, aſcended to the ſecond ſtory, where 
e l fav multitudes of people ſtanding round two 
5c, eaming tables loaded in a manner with gold and 
ned filver.— My conductor let me know, that this was 
ares the houſe of a worthy Scotch Lord, who uſing 
che privilege of his peerage, had fer up public 
ic gaming tables, from the proſits of which he drew 
ned comfortable livelihood. He then explained the 
ich difference between the tiers and the betters ; 
121 characteriſed the firſt as old rooks, and the laſt as 
i be bubbles; and adviſed me to try my fortune at the 
val 9 [{:]ver table by betting a crown at a time— Before 
üs l would venture any thing, 1 conſidered the com- 
de- pay more particnlarly, and there appeared ſuch 
at-. groupe of villainous faces, that I was {truck 
cX- WT :tÞ horror and aſtoniſhment at the fight ! I ſig- 
wo aited my ſurprize to Banter, who whiſpered in 
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my ear, that the bulk of thoſe preſent were ſharp- 
ers, highwayman, and apprentices, who having 
embezzled their maſter's caſh, made a deſperate 
puſh 1n this place, to make up their deſiciences, 
This account did not encourage me to hazzard 
any part of my {mall pittance; but at length be- 
ing teized by the importunities of my friend, who 
alfred me there was no danger of being il] uſed, 
people being hired by the owner to ſee juſtice 
done to every body; I began by riſquing one ſhil- 
ling, and. in lefs than an hour, my winning a- 
mounted to thirty, Convinced by this time of 
the fairneſs of the game, and animated with ſuc- 

eſs, there was no need for further perſuaſion to 
continue the play: I lent Banter (who ſeldom had 
aun money in his pocket) a guinea, which he 

carried to the gold table and Joſt in a moment, 
He would have borrowed another, but finding 
me deaf to his arguments, went away in a pet.— 
Mean while my gain advanced to fix pieces, and 
my deilire of more increaſed in proportion; ſo 
that I moved to the higher table, where J laid 
half a guinea on every throw, and fortune ſtill 
favouring me, I became a fitter, in which capacity 
| remained until it was broad day; when I found 
mia atter mary viciſſitudes, one hundred and 

titty guincas in pocket, 

Thin king it now high time to retire with my 
booty, I aſked if any body would take my place, 
and made a motion to riſe; upon which, an old 
Gaſcop, who fat oppoſite to me, and of whom 1 
had won a little mcvecy, ſtarted up with fury in his 
jouks, crying, ** Re/tez, foutre, reſtez, il faut 
donner moi mon ravanckia !') At the ſame 
ume, a Jew, who fat near the other, inſinuated, 
*hat I was more beholden to art than fortune 
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for what J had got; that he had obſerved me wipe 
the table very often, and that ſome of the G1vift- 
ons ſeemed to be greaſy, This intimation pro— 


duced a great deal of clamour againſt me, e pe- 


cially among the loſers, who threatened with ma- 
ny oaths and 1mprications to take me up by a 
warrant as a ſharper, unleſs l would compromite 
'the affair by refunding the ereate{t part of my 


winning. Though I was far from being eaſy un- 


der this accuſation, I relied upon my innocence, 
threatned in my turn to proſecute the Jew for de- 
famation, and boldly offered to ſubmit my cauſe 
to the examination of any juſtice in Weſtminſter: 
But they knew themlelves too well to put their 
characters on that iſſue, and finding I was nor 
to be intimidated into any conceſſion, dropt the.r 
plea, and made way for me to withdraw, I 


would not however ſtir from the table, until the 


Iſraelite had retracted what he {aid to my diſad- 
vantage, and aſked pardon before the whole-at- 
ſembly. 

As I marched out with my prize, I happened 
to tread upon the toes of a tall, raw boned fel- 
low, with a hooked noſe, fierce eye, black thick 
eye-brows, a pig-tail wig of the ſame colour, 
and a formidable hat pulled over his forehead, 
who ſtood gnawing his fingers io the crowd, and 
no ſooner felt the application of my thoe heei, 
than he roared out in a tremenduous voice, 
„Blood and wounds! you ſon of a whore, 
„ what's that for? *—I atked pardon with a 
great deal of ſubmiſſion, and proteſted I had no 
intention of hurting him; but the more I hum- 
bled myſelf, the more he ſtormed, and inſiſted 
upon gentlemanly ſatisfaction, at the fame time 
provoking me with ſeandalous names, that [ 
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could not put up with; ſo that J pave a looſe to 
my paſhon, returned his Bil lingſgate, and chal- 
lenged him to follow me down to the piaz.zas, 
His i indignation cooling as mine warmed, he re- 
fuſed my invitation, laying he would chaſe his 
own time, and returned toward the table mut- 
tering threats, which I neither dreaded nor diſ— 
tinctly heard; but deſcending with great delibera- 
tion, received my ſword from the door-keeper, 
whom I gratificd with a guinea according te the 


cuſtom of the place, and went home in a rapture 
of joy. 


My faithful valet, who had fat up all night in 


the utmoſt uneaſineſs on my account, let me in 
with his face beſlubered with tears, and followed 
me to my chamber, where he ſtood ſilent like a 
condemned criminal, in expectation of hearin 

that every ſhilling was ſpent. I gueſſed the ſitua- 
tion of his thoughts, and aſſuming a ſullen look, 
bid him fetch me ſome water to waſh. He repli- 
ed, without lifting his eyes from the ground. In 
% my imple conjecture, you have more occaſion 


« for reſt, not having (I ſuppoſe) flept thele four | 


«© and twenty hours.” Bring me ſome water, 
4 ſaid J, in a peremptory tone) ;“ upon which 
he ſneaked away ſhrugging his ſhoulders. Be- 
fore he returned 1 had ſpread my whole ſtock 
on the table in the moſt oftentatious manner; ſo 
that when it firſt ſaluted his view, he ſtood like 


one intranced, and having rubbed his eyes more 


than once, to aſſure himſelf of his being awake, 
broke out into, “ Lord have mercy upon us, 
«© what a vaſt treaſure is here!“ „ *Tis all 


© our own, Strap, (ſaid I) take what is necel- 


- * fary, and redeem the ſword immediately.“ 


He adranccd towards the table, ſtopt ſhort by 
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the way, looked at the money and me by turns, 
and with a wildneſs in his countenance, produ- 
ced from. joy checked with diſtruſt, cried, 4 I 
« dare ſay it is honeſtly come by.” To remove 
bis ſcruples, I made him acquainted with the 
whole ſtory of my ſucceſs 3 on hearing of which, 
he danced about the room, in an extaly, crying, 
% God be praiſed ! a white ſtone ! God be prai- 
„ ſed ! a white ſtone !” So that I was afraid the 
ſudden change of fortune had difordered his intel- 
lects, and that he was run mad with joy. Ex- 
tremely concerned at this event, I attempted to 
reaſon him out of his frenzy, but to no purpoſe, 
for without regarding what ! ſaid, he continued to 
friſk ap and down, and repeat his raphſody of 
«© God be praiſed ! a white ſtone !** Ar laſt, I 
roſe in the utmolt conſternation, and laying vio- 
lent hands upon him, put a ſtop to his extrava- 
gance, by fixing him down to a ſettee that was in 
the room. — This conſtraint baniſhed his delirium, 
he ſtarted as if juſt awoke, and terrified at my be- 
haviour, cried, + What is the matter?“ When 
he learned the cauſe of my apprehenſion, he was 
aſhamed of his tranſports, and told me that in 
mentioning the white ſtone, he alluded to the 
Dies foſti of the Romans, all lapide notati. 
Having no inclination to ſleep, I ſecured my 
caſh, dreſſed, and was juſt going abroad, when the 
ſervant of the houſe told me there was a gentle- 
woman at the door, who wanted to ſpeak with me. 
—Hgurprized at this information, I bid Strap ſhew 
her up, and in leſs than a minute ſaw a young 
woman of a {habby, decayed appearance, enter m 
room. After half a dozen court'ſies, ſhe began to 
ſob, and told me her name was Gawky ; upon 
which I immediately recollected the features of 
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Miſs Lavement, who had been the firſt occaſion of 
my misfortunes. — Though I had all the reaſon in 
the world to reſent her treacherous uſage of me, 
I] was moved at her diſtreſs, and profeſſing my ſor- 
row at ſceing her fo reduced, deſired her to fit, 
and enquired into the particulars of her fituation, 
—dhe fell upon her knees, and implored my for- 
giveneſs for the injuries the had done me, proteſt- 
ing before God, that ſhe was forced, gael her in- 
clination; into that helliſh conſpiracy which had 
almoſt deprived me of my life, by the entreaties of 
her huſband, who having been afterwards renoun— 
ced by his father on account of her marriage 
with her, and unable to ſupport a family on his 
pay, left his wife at her father's houſe, and wen: 
with the regiment to Germany, where he was 
broke for miſbehaviour at the battle of Dettin- 
gen; ſince which time ſhe had heard no tidings 
of him. She then gave me to underſtand, with 


many ſymptoms of penitence, that it was her ns- 


fortune to bear a child four months after marriage, 


by which her patents were ſo incenſed, that ſhe 


was turned out of doors with the infant, that di- 
ed ſoon after; and had hitherto ſubſiſted in a 
miſerable indigent manner, on the extorted cha- 
rity of a few friends, who were now quite tired 
of giving; that not knowing where or how to 


ſupport herſelf one day longer, ſhe had fied for 
faccour even to me, who cf all mankind had the 


| leaſt cauſe to aſſiſt her, relying upon the generoſi- 


ty of my diſpoſition, which, the hoped, would 
be pleaſed with this opportunity of avenging itſelf 
in the nobleſt manner, on the wretch who had 
wronged me. I was very much affected with her 
diſcourſe, and having no cavfe to ſuſpect the fin- 
cerity of her repemanee, raiſed her up, freely 
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ardoned all ſhe had done 2gainit me, and pro- 
miſed to befriend her as much as lay in my 
wer. 

Since my laſt f in London, I had mace no 
advances to the apothecary, imagining it would be 
impoſſible for me to make my innocence appear, 
ſo unhappily was my accuſation circumſtanced: 
Strap, indeed, had Jaboured to juttity me to the 
ſchoolmaſter ; but ſo far from ſacceeding i in his 
attempt, Mr Concordance dropt ail correſpondence 
with him, becauſe he refuſed to quit his connecti— 
on with me. Things being in this fituation, I 
thought a fairer opportunity of vindicating my 
character could not offer, than that which now 
preſented itſelf; therefore ſtipulated with Mrs 
Gawky,that before I yielded her the leaſt aſſiſtance. 
ſhe ſhould do me the juſtice to clear my reputati- 
on, by explaining, upon oath before a magiſtrate, 
the whole of the conſpiracy, as it had been exe- 
cuted againſt me. When ſhe had given me this 
ſatisfaction, I preſented her with five guineas, a 
ſum ſo much above her expectation, that ſhe could 
ſcarce believe the evidence of her ſenſes, and was 
ready to worſhip me for my benevolence. The 
declaration, ſigned with her own hand, I ſent to 
her father, who, upon recollecting and comparing 
the circumſtances of my charge, was convinced of 
my integrity, and waited on me next day, in com- 
pany with his friend the ſchoolmaſter, to whom 
he had communicated my vindication. After mu- 
tual ſalutation, Monſieur Lavement began a long 
apology for the unjult treatment ] received ; but L 
ſaved him a good dea breath, by interrupting 
his harangue, and afſugs g: him, that ſo far from 
entertaining any reſeß 


og ent againſt him, I thought 
myſelf obliged to big i, which allowed me to 
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eſcape, after ſuch ſtrong preſumptions of guilt ap. 
peared apainit me. Mr Concordance thinking :: 
now his t turn to ſpeak, obſerved, that Mr Random 
had roo much candour and agacity to be diſobli- 
ged at their conduct, which, all things contidered, 
could not have been chorale. with any honclty 
of intention, “Indeed, (ſaid he if the plot nad 
&« been unravelled to us by any ſupernatural intel- 

« ligence ; if it had been whiſpered by a genie, 
% communicated by a dream, or revealed by an 
« angel from on high, we ſhould have been to 
6c blamein crediting ocular demonitration ; but as 
« we were left in the miſt of mortality, it cannot 
ebe expected we ſhould be incapable of impoſiti- 
* on. I do aſſure you, Mr Random, no man on 
earth is more pleaſed than | at this triumph ot 
& your character; and as the news of your misfor- 


tune panged me to the very entrails, this ma- 


cc 


« quiver with joy.” I thanked him for his con- 
cern, deſired them to undeceive thoſe of their ac- 


quaiutance who judged harſhly of me, and ha- 


ving treated them with a glaſs of wine, repreſent- 
ed to Lavement the deplorable condition of his 


daughter, and pleaded her cauſe fo effeQually, 


that he conlented to ſettle a ſmall annuity on her 
for life; but ceuld not be perſuaded to take her 
home, becauſe her mother was fo much incenſec 
that ſhe would never ſee her. 


nifeſtation of your innocence makes my midrit 


* 
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0 H AP III. 


I purchaſe new l reprimand Strutwe!l aud Stradale 
Banter propoſes. another matrimonial ſche me- -I 
accept of bis terms. ſet out for Bath in a tage. coach 
with the young lady and her mother the behaviour of an 


officer and a lawyer —— cur fellow travellers deſcribed 
. mar: dialogue between 5 miſtreſs and the caps 


tain. 


- AVING finiſhed this affair to my fatisfac- 
tion, I found myſelf perfe&tly ar caſg, and 
looking upon the gaming table as a certain reſource 
for a gentleman in want, became more gay than 
ever, Although my cloaths were almoſt as good 
as new, I grew aſhamed of wearing them, becauſe 
I thought every body by this time, had got an in- 
ventory of my wardrobe. For which reaſon, I 
diſpoſed of a good part of my apparel to a ſaleſman 
in Monmouth-ſtreet, for halt the value, and 
bought two new ſuits with the money. I likewile 
purchaſed a plain gold watch, deſpairing of reco- 
vering that which | had ſo fooliſhly given to Strut— 
well, whom, notwithſtanding, I (till continued to 
viſit at his levee, until the ambaſſador he had men- 
. tioned, ſet ont with a ſecretary of his own chuling. 
I thought myſelf then at liberty to expoſtulate 
with his Lordſhip, whom 1 treated with great free- 
dom in a letter, for amuſing me with vain hopes, 
when he neither had the power nor inclination to 
provide for me. Nor was I leſs reſerved with 
-Straddle, whom I in perſon reproached for miſte- 
. preſenting to me the character of Strutwell, which 
1 did not ſcruple to aver was infamous in every re- 


ſped.—He ſeemed very much enraged at my free · 
Vor. II. 
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dom; talked a great deal about his quality and ho- 
nour, and began to make ſome compariſons, which 
I thought fo injurious to mine, that | demanded 
an explanation with great warmth ; and he was 
mean enough to equiyocate, and condeſcend in 
{uch a manner, that I left him with an hearty 
contempt of his behaviour. 

About this time Banter, who had obſerved 2 
ſurprizing and ſudden alteration in my appearance 
and diſpoſition, began to enquire very minutely in- 
to the cauſe ; and as I did not think fit to let him 
know the true ſtate of the affair, leſt he might 
make free with my purſe, on the ſtrength of ha- 
ving propoſed the ſcheme that filled it, I told him 
that J had received a ſmall ſupply from a relation 
in the country, who at the ſame time had promi- 
ſed to uſe all his intereſt (which was not fmall) in 
ſoliciting ſome poſt for me, that would make me 
eaſy for life. “ If that be the caſe (faid Ban- 
<< ter) perhaps you won't care to mortify yourſel: 
a little in making your fortune another way,— 
I have a relation who is to ſet out for Bath next 
week, with an only daughter, who being fickly 
and decrepid, intends to drink the waters for 
the recovery of her health. — Her father, who 
e was a rich Turky merchant, died about a year 

ago, and left her with a fortune of twenty thou- 
ſand pounds, under the ſole management of her 
mother, who is my kinſwaman. I would 
have put in for the plate mylelf, but there is a 
breach at preſent between the old woman and 
me. You muſt know, that ſome time ago 

I borrowed a ſmall ſum of her, and promiſed, it 
ſeems, to. pay it before a certain time; but be- 
ing diſappointed in my expectation of mone 
from the country, the day elapſed without my 
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being able to take up my note; vpon which, 
ee ſhe wrote a peremptory letter, threatening to 
« arreſt me if ] did not pay the debt immediately. 

« Nettled at this preciſe behaviour, I ſent a dam- 
« ned ſevere anſwer, which enraged her ſo much 

&« that ſhe actually took out a writ againſt me,— 

« Whereupon finding the thing grow ſerious, l 
« got a friend to advance the money for me, diſ- 
charged the debt, went to her houſe, and abu- 
& ſed her for her unfriendly dealing. She was 
“ provoked by my reproaches, and ſcolded iu her 
„% turn. The little deformed urchin joined her 
& mother with ſuch virulence and volubility of 
“tongue, that I was ſain to make my retreat, 
« after having been honoured with a great many 
„ ſcandalous epithets, which gave me plainly to 
« underſtand that I had nothing to pe from the 

& eſteem of the one, or the affection of the other. 

85 As they are both utter ſtrangers to life, it 
* js a thouſand to one but the girl will be picked 
& up by fome ſcoundrel or other at Bath, if I don't 
e provide for her otherwiſe. You are a 
% well-looking fellow, Random, and can behave 
as demurely as a quaker. Now if you will 
give me an obligation for 500 pounds, to be 
„ paid ſix months after your marriage, I will pot 
“you in a method of FRAME her in ſpite of all 
« oppolition.”? 

This propoſa} was too advantageous for me, to 
be refuſed : "The writing was immediately drawn 
and executed; and Banter giving me notice of 
the time Chew. and the ſtage coach 1n which 
they were to ſet out, I beſpoke 2 place in the 
ſame convenience, and having hired a horſe for 
Strap, who was charmed wich the proſpect, ſet 
out accordingly, 
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As we embarked before day, I had not the pleaſure 


for ſome time of ſeeing Miſs Snapper (that was the 
name of my miſtreſs) nor even of perceiving the 
number and ſex of my fellow travellers, although 
1 gueſſed that the coach was full, by the difficulty 
1 found in ſeating myſelf. — The firſt five minutes 
raſſed in a general filence, when all of al (udden, 
the coach heeling to one fide, a boiſterous voice 
pronounced, Fo the right and left, cover your 
« flanks, damme ! whiz !”? Ieaſily diſcovered, by 
the tone and matter of this exclamation, that it 
was uttered by a fon of Mars ; neither was it 
hard to conceive the profeſſion of another perſon, 
who fat oppoſite to me, and obſerved, that we 
bought to have been well ſatisfied of the ſecurity, 
before we entered upon the premiſes. —Theſe two 
{allies had not the deſired effect: We continued a 
good while as mute as before, till at length the gen- 
tleman of the {word, impatient of longer ſilence, 
made a ſecond effort, by ſwearing he had got into 
4 meeting of quakers.—““ ] believe fo too (ſaid a 
„ rill female voice at my left hand) for the ſpi- 
* rit of folly begins to move.“ Out with it 
„then, madam,” (rephed the ſoldier)—“ You 
« ſeem to have no occaſion for a midwife,” (cre! 
tne lady) - D—n my blood; (exclaimed No o- 
„ ther) a man can't talk to a woman, but ſhe 
„ immediately thinks of a midwife. ?P—* True, 
«© Sir, (faid ſhe) J long to be delivered. 
« What ! of a mouſe, madam ?” (ud he) ——— 
„ No, Sir, (faid ſhe) of a fool.“ Are 
© you far gone with fool?“ Cid he) — “ Lit- 
« te more than two miles,” (ſaid ſne) “ By 
Gad, you're a wit madam,” (cried the officer) 
—* I with I could withanyjuſticereturn the com- 


* pliment,” (faid te lady) Zounds : I have 
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et done,” (ſaid he) © Your bolt is ſoon ſhot, 
ec according to the proverb,” (ſaid ſhe) The 
warrior's powder was quite ſpent; the lawyer ad- 
viſed- him to drop the proſecution, and a grave 
matron, who fat on the left hand of the victorious 
wit, told her, ſhe muſt not Jet her tongue run fo 
fait among ſtrangers. —This reprimand, ſoftened 
with the appellation of Child, convinced me that 


the ſatyrical lady was no other than Miſs Snap- 


per, and 1 reſolved to regulate my conduct ac- 
cordingly. "Phe champion finding - himlelf ſo 
ſmartly handled, changed his battery, and began 
to expatiate on his own exploits. —* You talk 
« of ſhot, Madam, (ſaid he) damme ! I have 
both given and received ſome ſhot in my time. 
„ -I was wounded in the ſhoulder by a piſtol- 
ball at Dettingen, where ſay nothing: but 
«© by G—d! if it had not been for me—all's 

« one for that— I deſpiſe boaſting, d—me ! 
„% whiz !?——So ſaying, be whiſtled one part, 
and hummed another of the Black Joke; then 
addreſſing himſelf to the lawyer, went on thus, 
% Wouldn't you think it damned hard, after ha- 
& vying, at the riſk of your life, recovered the 
& ſtandard of a regiment, that had boon loſt, to 


« receive no preferment for your pains ? 1 don't 


“ chuſe to name no names, fink me! but how- 
“ ſomever, this I will refer, by G—d, and that 


« js this, a+ muſqueteer of the French guards, 
64 


a certain regiment, damme! was retreating with 


„his prize as fait as his horſe's heels could carry 
him, {ink me! Upon which, i ſnatched up a fire- 
„lock that belonged to a dead man, damme! 
& whiz! and ſhot his horſe under him, d—n 


% my blood! The fellow got up upon his feet 


having taken a ſtandard from a certain cornetof | 
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and began to repoſe me, upon which I char- 
ged my bayonet breaſt-high, and run him thro? 
the body, by G—d !--- One of his comrades 
coming to his aſhſtance, ſhot me in the ſhoul- 
der, as J told you before; and another gave 
me a confuſion on the head with the but- end 
of his carbine 5 but damme, that did not ſg- 
nify---I killed one, put the other to flight, 
and taking up the ſtandard, carried it off very 
deliberately.- But the beſt joke of all was, 
the ſon of a b---ch of a cornet who had ſur- 
rendered it in a cowardly manner, ſeeing it in 
my poſſeſſion, demanded it from me, in the 
front of the line“ ! D n my blood 


(ſays he) where did you find my ſtandard ? 


(ſays he) D---n my blood (ſaid I), 
where (ſaid 1) did you loſe it! ( faid 1•— 

That's nothing to you {ſays he), tis my ſtan- 
dard (ſays he) and by G---d I'll have it, 
(lays he) —D—n—ti—n ſeize me (ſays 1) 
if you ſhall (ſays I) till 1 have firſt delivered 
it to the general; and accordingly I went to 


O | 2608 
the head quarters after the battle, and deliver - 


ed it to my Lord Stair, who promiſed to do 


for me, but 1 am no more than a poor lieute- 
nant ſtill, d n my blood.“ 
Having vented this repetition of expletives, 


the lawyer owned he had not been requited ac- 

cording to his deſerts; obſerved that the labou- 
rer is always worthy of his hire, and aſked if the 
promiſe was made before witneſſes, becauſe in 
that caſe the law would compel the general to 
perform 1t ;---but underſtanding that the promiſe 
was made during a ſete a tete over a bottle, with- 
out being reſtricted to time or terms, he pronoun- 
ced it not valid i in law, proceeding to enquire in- 
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to the particulars of the battle, and affirmed, that 
although the Engliſh had drawn themſelves inte 
a premunire at firſt, the French managed their 
cauſe ſo lamely in the courſe of their diſpute, 
that they would have been utterly nonſuited, had 
they not obtained a noli-proſequi. In ſpite of theſe 
enlivening touches, the converſation was like to 
ſuffer another long interruption ; when the lieu- 
tenant, unwilling to conceal any of his accom- 
pliſhments that could be diſplayed in his preſent 
{ituation, offered to regale the company with a 
ſong ; and interpreting our ſilence into a deſire 
of hearing, began to warble a faſhionable air, the 
Frft ſtanza of which he pronounced thus: 


% Would you taſk the moon ty'd hair, 

« To yon flagrant beau repair; 

«© Where waving with the poppling vow, 
„The bantling fine will ſhelter you, &c.“ 


The ſenſe of the reſt he perverted as he went on, 
with ſuch ſurprizing facility, that I could not 
help thinking he had been a! ſome pains to bur- 
leſque the performance.--- Miſs Snapper aſcribed 
it to the true cauſe, namely, ignorance ; and 
when he aſked her how ſhe reliſhed his muſick, 
anſwered, in her opinion, the muſick and the 
words were much of a piece. O! d—n 
my blood! (faid he) I take that as a high com- 
pliment ; for every body allows the words are 
„ damnable fine.” — They may be ſo (replied 
* the lady) for aught 1 know, but they are a- 
* boye my comprehenfion. ?——< 1 an't obli- 
ged to find you comprehenſion, madam, curſe 
« me!” (cried he) No, nor to ſpeak ſenſe 
neither,“ (ſaid ſhe) — “ D---n my heart 


* (ſaid he) I'll ſpeak what ] pleaſe.”--- Rere 
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the lawyer interpoſed, by telling him there were 
ſome things he muſt not ſpeaxk. And upon 
being defied to give an inſtance, mentioned 'I'rea- 
ſon and Defamation. —*, As for the king. (cried 
de the ſoldier) God bleſs him eat his bread, 
& and have loſt blood in his cauſe, therefore 1 
{© have nothing to ſay to him----but by G---d, 1 
&« dare ſay any thing to any other man.“ .- No, 
&« (faid the lawyer) you dare not call me Rogue.” 
“ Damme, for what ?” (ſaid the other). 
Becauſe (replied the counſellor) „ ſhould have 
&« a good action againſt you, and recover.” — 
«© Well, well, (cried the officer) if ] dare not 
„ call you Rogue, | dare think you one, damme !” 
'This ſtroke of wit he accompanied with a loud 
laugh of ſelf-approbation, which unluckily did 
not affect the audience, but effectually filenced 
his antagoniſt, who did not open his mouth for 
the ſpace of an hour thereafter, except to clear 


his pipe with three hermms, which, however, 
produced nothing. 
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Day breaking, I have the pleaſure of viewing the perſon of 
Miſs Snapper, whom I had not feen before —the ſoldier is 
witty upon me is offended, talks much of his valour—is re 
primanded by a grave gentlewoman—we are alarmed with 
the cry of Highwaymen—-1 get out of the coach, and ſtand 
on my defence—they ride of without having attacked us— 
I purſue them——one of them is thrown from his horſe and 
taken I return to the coach=— am complimented by 
Miſs Snapper——the captain's behaviour on this occaſihn 
he Prude reproaches me in a ſoliloquy T upbratd her 
in F manner the behaviour of Mrs Snapper at brenb- 
faſt diſobliges me Abe lawyer is willy upon the officer, whe 

threatens him. 


IN the mean time, day breaking in upon us dif- 
1 covered toone another the faces of their fellow- 
travellers ; and I had the good fortune to find m 
miſtreſs not quite ſo deformed nor diſagrecable as 
ſhe had been repreſented to me, Her head, in- 
deed bore ſome reſemblance to a hatches, the edo- 
being repreſented by her face; but ſhe had a cer- 
tain delicacy in her complexion, and a great dea 
of vivacity in her eyes, which were very large and 
black; and though the potuberance of her breaſt 
when conſidered alone, ſeemed to drag her for- 
wards, it was eaſy to perceive an equivalent on her 
back which ballanced the other, and kept her body 
in equilibrio. On the whole, I thought I ſhould 
have great reaſon tocongratulate myſelf,if it ſhould 
be my fate to poſſeſs twenty thouſand pounds en- 
cumbered with ſuch a wife. I began therefore tv 
deliberate about the moſt probable means of ac- 
quiring the conqueſt, and was ſo much engroſſed 
by this idea, that | ſcarce took any notice of the reit 
r A a ZE, 
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of the people in the coach, but reſolred my pro. 
pe& in ſilence ; while the converſation was main- 
tained as before by the object of my hopes, the 
ſon of Mars, and the barriſter, who, by this time, 
had recollected himſelf, and talked in terms 
as much as ever. At length a diſpute hap- 
pened, which ended in a wager, to be determined I 
by me, who was ſo much abſorbed in contempla- 
tion which was put to me by each in his turn, 
Affronted at my ſuppoſed contempt, the ſoldier, 
with great vociferation, ſwore I was either dumb | 
or deaf, if not both, and that I looked as if I could 

not ſay Beh to a gooſe. — Arrouſed at this obſerva- 
tion, that I neither heard the reference nor the 
queſtion, fixed my eyes upon him,and pronounced 
with emphaſis the interjection Bob! Upon which 
pe cocked his hat in a ſierce manner, and cried, 
e Damme, Sir, what d'ye mean by that? — Had 
] intended to anſwer him, which, by the bye, was 
not my deſign, I ſhould have been anticipated by 
Miſs, who told him, my meaning was to ſhew, 

that I could cry Boh! to a gooſe; and laughed ve - 
ry heartily at my laconic reproof.--Her explanati- 

on and mirth did not help to appeaſe his wrath, 

which broke out in ſeveral martial „. 

ſuch as- - I do not underſtand ſuch freedoms 

damme !---D---n my blood ! I'm a gentleman, 

and bears the kings commiſſion. Sblood! 
«© ſome-people deſerve to have their noſes pulled 
for their impertinence. I thought to have 
checked theſe ejaculations by a frown; becauſe he 
had talked fo much of bis valour, that I had 
long ago rated him an aſs in 2 lion's ſkin ; but fo 
far from anſwering my expectation, he took um- 
brage at the contraction of my brows, ſwore he 


did 1 not value my ſulky look a fg s end, and protelt- 
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ed he feared no man breathing.---Miſs Snapper 
ſaid, ſhe was very glad to find herſelf in company 
with a man of ſo mnch courage, who ſhe did not 
doubt would protect us all from the attempts of 
highwaymen during our journey. Make your- 
« ſelf perfectly ealy on that head, Madam,replied 
« the officer) [ have got a pair of piſtols,ſhere they 
&« are) which 1 took from a horſe-oflicer at the bar- 
« tle of Dettingen---they are double loaded, and 
« if any highwayman in England robs you of the | 
value of a pin while 1 have the honour of be- 
&« ing in your company, d--n my heart,” -- When 
he had expreſſed himſelf in this manner, a prim 
gentlewoman, who had ſat filent hitherto, open - 
ed her mouth, and faid, ihe wondered how any 
man could be 10 A as to pull out ſuch weapons 


before ladies. Damme, Madam, (cried 


é the champion) if you are 10 much afraid ar 
& fight of a piſtol, how d'y2 propole to ſtan 
& fire if there ſhould be occahon 2? 8“. 


let him know, that if ſhe thought he could be . 


unmannerly as to uſe fire arms in her preſence, 
whatever might be the occaſion, ſhe would ger 
out of the coach immediately, and walk to the 
next village, where ſhe might procure a conveni- 
ence to -herſelf.--- Before he could make any 
anſwer, my Dulcinea interpoſed, and obſerved, 
that ſo far from being offended at a gentleman's 


uſing his arms in his own defence, ſhe though: 


herſelf very lucky in being along with one b. / 
whoſe valour ſhe ſtood a good chance of 8 
herſelf from being rifled. The prude caſt a diſ- 

dainful look at Miſs, and ſaid that people who 
have but little to loſe, are ſometimes the molt ſoli- 
citous about preſerving it. The old lady was af- 
fronted at t this inuendo, and took notice, that peo- 
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ple ought to be very well informed before they 
{peak lightly of other people's fortune, leſt they 
diſcover their own envy, and make themſelves ri- 
cculons.--The daughter declared, that ſhe did not 
pretend to vie with any body in point of riches ; 
and if the lady who inſiſted upon non-reſfiſtance, 
would promiſe to indemnify us all for the loſs we 
{hould ſuſtain, ſhe would be one of the firit to 
perſuade the captain to ſubmiſſion, in caſe we 
ſhould be attacked. To this propoſal, reaſona- 


lie as it was, the reſerved lady made no other re- 


ply, than a ſcornful glance and a toſs of her head. 
| was very well pleaſed with the ſpirit of 
my miſtreſs ; and even wiſhed for an opportunity 
of diſtinguiſhing my courage under her eye, which 


I believed, could not fail of prepoſſeſſing her in my 
tavour ; when all of a ſudden, Strap rode up to 
the coach door, and told us in a great fright, that 


two men on horfe- back were croſſing the heath 


(for by this time we had paſſed Honſlow) and 


made directly towards us. This piece of infor- 


mation was no ſooner delivered, than Mrs Snap- 
per began to ſcream, her daughter grew pale, the 
other lady pulled out her purſe to be in readineſs, 
the lawyer's teeth chattered while he pronounced, 
4 is no matter we'll ſue the county and re- 


cover.“ -The captain gave evident ſigns of 


confuſion; and I, aſter having commanded the 
coachman to op, opened the door, jumped out, 
and invited the warrior to follow me.——Þut 
fnding him backward and aſtoniſhed, I took his 
piſtols, and giving them to Strap, who had by this 
time alighted, and trembled very much, I mount- 
ed en horſe-back ; and taking my own (which 
1 could better depend upon) from the holſters, 
cocked them both, and faced the robbers, who 
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were now very near us. Secing me ready 
to oppoſe them on horſe-back, and another man 
armed a foot, they made a halt at ſome diſtance 
to reconnoitre us, and after having rode round us 
twice, myſelf ſtill facing about as they rode, went 
off the ſame way they came at a hand gallop. 
A gentleman's ſervant coming up with a horſe at 
the ſame time; I offered him a crown ro ath{t me 
in purſuing them, which he no ſooner accepted, 
than I armed him with the officer's piſtols, and 
we galloped after the thieves, who truiting to the 
ſwiftneſs of their horſes, ſtopped till we came with- 
in ſhot of them, and then firing at us, put their 
nags to the full ſpecd. We followed them 
as far as our beaſts could carry us, but not being 
fo well mounted as they, our efforts would have 
been to little purpoſe, had not the horle of one 
of them ſtumbled, and thrown his rider with ſuch 
violence over his head, that he lay ſenſeleſs when 
we came up, and was ken without the leait oppo- 
fition, while his comerade conſulted his own ſatety 
in flight, without regarding the diſtreſs of his 
friend. We ſcarce had time to make ourſelves 
maſters of his arms, and tye his hands together, 
before he recovered his ſenſes ; when learning 
his ſituation, he affected ſurprize, demanded to 
know by what authority we uſed a gentleman in 
that manner, and had the impudence to threaten 
us with a proſecution for robbery, In the mean 
time we perceived Strap coming up with a crowd 
of people, armed with different kinds of weapons; 
and among the reſt a farmer, who no ſoaner per- 
ceived the thief whom we had ſecured, than he 
cried wich great emotion, * "There's the fellow 
* who robbed me an hour ago, of twenty pounds 
in a canvas bag.“ He was immediately 
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ſearched, and the money found exactly as it had 
been deſcribed : Upon which, we committed him 


to the charge of the countryman, who carried him 
to the town of Hounſlow, which, it ſeems the 


farmer had alarmed; and having ſatisfied the 
foot man for his trouble according to promiſe, I 
returned with Strap to the coach, where I found 
the captain and lawyer buſy in adminiſtring ſmel. 
ling bottles and cordials to the grave lady, who 
had gone into a fit at the noiſe of the tiring, 
When | had taken my ſeat, Miſs Snapper, who 
from the coach had ſeen every thing that happen- 
ed, made me a compliment on my behaviour, anc 
ſaid, ſhe was glad to ſee me returned, without 
having received any injury; her mother too own- 
ed herſelf obliged to my reſolution ; and the law- 
yer told me, that I was entitled by act of parlia- 
ment to a reward of forty pounds, for having ap- 
xrehended a highway man. The ſoldier obſery- 
ed, with a countenance in which impudence and 
ſhame ſtruggling produced ſome diſorder, that 
if I had not been in ſuch a damned hurry to pet 
bout of the coach, he would have ſecured the 
rogues effectualſy, without all.this buſtle and loſs 
of time, by a ſcheme which my heat and precipi- 
tation ruined, . For my own part, (con- 
6 tinued he) am always extremely cool on theſa 
& occaſions.” —** So it peace by your tremb- 


ling (faid the young lady)! Death and 


„ damnation {cried he) your ſex protects you, 
* madam ; if any may on earth durſt tell me ſo 
„ much, 1'd ſend him to hell, damn my heart! 
© in an inſtant,” ——Sd ſaying, he fixed his 
eyes upon me, and aſked if ] ba ſcen him trem- 
L anſwered without heſitation. Yes.” 

—“ Damme, Sir, (ſaid he) d'ye doubt my coa- 


f 


rage?“ —I replied, “ Very much.” 
declaration quite diſconcerted him.----- He look- 
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ed blank, and pronounced with a faultering voice, 


% Oh! 'tis very well,-----d---n my blood! 1 


&« ſhall find a time.“. .I ſignified my contempt 


% of him, by thruſting my tongue into my cheek, 
which humbled him ſo much, that he ſcarce ſwore 


another oath aloud during the whole journey, 
'Fhe preciſe lady, having recruited her ſpirits 
by the help of ſome ſtrong waters, began a ſolilo— 


quy, in which ſhe wondered, that any man, who 
, pretended ta. maintain the character of a gentle- 


man, could, for the ſake of a little paultry coin, 
throw perſons of honour into ſuch quandaries 
as might endanger their lives; and profeſſed her 


farprize, that women were not aſhamed to com» 


mend ſuch brutality. At the ſame time vowing, 
that for the future ſhe would never ſet foot in a 
Stage coach, if a private convenience could be 


had for love or money, 


Nettled at her remarks, I took the ſame me- 


thod of conveying my ſentiments, and wondered 


in my turn, that any woman of common ſenſe 


. ſhould be ſo unreaſonable-as to expect that people, 


who had neither acquaintance nor connection with 
her, would tamely allow themſelves to be robbed 


and mal-treated, mcerly to indulge her capricious 


humour, T likewiſe profeſſed my aſtoniſhment 


at her inſolence and ingratitude in taxing a per- 


{on with brutality, who deſerved her approbation 


and acknowledgment ; and vowed, that if ever 


we ſhould be afſaulted again, I would leave her 
to the mercy of the ſpoiler, that ſhe might know 


the value of my protection 


This perſon of honour did not think fit to car- 


ry on the altercation any further, but ſeemed 49 
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chew the cud of her reſentment, with the crefi. 
fallen captain, while 1 enteredinto diſcourſe with, 


my charmer, who was the more pleaſed with my 
converſation, as {the had conceived a very different 


opinion of my intellects for my former filence. 
I ſhould have had cauſe to be equally ſatisfied with 
the ſprightlineſs of her genius, could ſhe have 
curbed her imagination with judgment; but ſhe 
laboured under ſuch a profuſion of talk, that J 


dreaded her unruly tongue, and felt by anticipati- 
on the horrors of an eternal clack ! However, 
when | conſidered on the other hand, the joys 


attending the poſſeſſion of twenty thouſand pounds, 
I forgot her imperfections, ſeized occaſion by the 


fore -· lock and endeavoured to infinuate myſelf 


into her affection.— The careful mother kept a 
ſtrict watch over her, and though the could not 


help behaving civilly to me, took frequent op- 


portunities of diſcouraging our communication,by 
reprimanding her for being ſo free with ſtrangers, 
and telling her ſhe muſt learn to ſpeak leſs and 


think more.—Abridged of the uſe of ſpeech, we 


converſed with our eyes, and 1 found the young 
lady very eloquent in this kind of diſcourſe. In 
ſhort, I had reaſon to believe, that ſhe was ſick 
of the old gentlewoman's tuition, and that J 


| ſhould nd it no difficult matter to ſuperſede het 


authority. | 

When we arrived at the place where we were 
to breakfaſt, 1 alighted and helped my miſtre!s 
out of the coach, as well as her mother, who 


called for a private room, to which they withdrew, 
in order to eat by themſelves. — As they retired , 
together, I perceived that Miſs had got more? 
-twilts from nature, than I had before obſer- 
ved, being bent ſide-ways into the figure oi 
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an 8, ſo that her progreſſion very much reſem- 
bled that of a crab. The Prude alſo choſe 
the Captain for her meſs- mate, and ordered 
breakfaſt for two only to be brought into another 
ſeparate room; while the Lawyer and J, deſer- 
ted by the reſt of the company, were fain to put up 
with one another. I was a good deal chagrined 
at the ſtately reſerve of Mrs Snapper, who, I 
thought, did not uſe me with all the complaiſance 
I deſerved ; and my companion. declared, that he 
had been a traveller theſe twenty years, and ne- 
ver knew the ſtage-coach rules ſo much infringed 
before. As for the honourable gentlewoman, I 
could not conceive the meaning of her atrach- 
ment to the Lieutenant; and aſked the Lawyer 
if he knew for which of the Soldier's virtues ſhe 
admired him: The Counſellor facetiouily repli- 
ed, * 1 ſuppoſe the Lady knows him to be an 
* able conveyancer, and wants him to make a 
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&« ſettlement entail.“—! could not help laughing Ef. 
at the archneſs of the barriſter, who entertained 1 
me, during breakfaſt, with a good deal of wit of BY 
the ſame kind, at the expence of our fellow-tra- N 0 
vellers; and among other things ſaid, he was 1 ; 

lorry to find the young lady ſaddled with ſuch 7 
incumbrances, ts 

When we had made an end of our repaſt, and 1 g 
paid our reckoning, we went into the coach, took be 

. our places, and bribed the driver with ſixpence, ty 
to revenge us on the reſt of his fare, by hurrying FM 
a them away in the midſt of their meal. This he 9 
Gs performed to our ſatisfaction, after he had diſturb- 1 
d ed their enjoy ment with his importunate clamour, 1 
he mother and daughter obeyed the ſum- - 
Jy mons firſt, and coming to the coach-door, were * 
1 obliged to deſire the coachman's afliſtance to get 4h 
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in, becauſe the Lawyer and I had agreed to ſhew 
our reſentment by our neglect. They were 
no ſooner ſeated, than the Captain appeared, as 
much heated as if he had been purſued a dozen of 
miles by an enemy; and immediately after him 
came the Lady, not without ſome marks of diſor- 
der. Having helped her up, he entered him- 
ſelf, growling a few oaths againſt the coachman 
for his impertinent interruption; and the Lawyer 
comforted him by faying, that if he had ſuffered 1 
2271/7 prius through the obſtinacy of the defendant, 
he would have an opportunity to join iſſue at the 
next ſtage. This laſt expreſſion gave offence to 
the grave gentlewoman, who told him, if ſhe was 
« man, ſhe would make him repent of ſuch obſce- 
nity, and thanked, God ſhe had never been in ſuch 
company before.---?At this inſinuation, the Cap- 
tain thought himſelf under a neceſſity of eſpouſing 
the Lady's cauſe ; and accordingly threatened to 
cut the Lawyer's ears out of his head, if he ſhould 
give his tongue any ſuch liberties for the future. 
— The poor Counſellor begged pardon, and u- 
pivertal lence enſued. 
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Trcſlve to ingratiate myſelf "ih ite mother, and am fre: 7 
ed by accident. the 2 e Lady finds der /b, and 
qu: Tn the coach. He Capt un-1s d. 15155 ted of | his dinner 
we arrive at Bath---T accs: Tau Ii Sn apper te the long 
room, where ſve is attacked by bear N ſh, and bers 
the largh againſt him---I make Iove to her, and receive a 
_ haute ber to an aſjembiv, where T am tft with g 
ſight of my dear Narciſſu, which diſcor pots me ſo much, 

” Mifs Snapper 05/erving Ny dif, raAer, :6 1 P. ans to 

d:fe 97 ver the Cad. (e- i 5 _ at the oc fron „aud Qin Cut WW 4 

home, pays me a, farcaſtic n pl ment -<- I am met by MI. js 

W il fam, who is maid and c. 0 mte & Nerc fa---ſhe la- 

guaints me with her lady's reg dard for me while under the 

diſguiſe of a ſervant, and def; ribes the tr. anſports of Nar- 

ciſſa, on ſeeing me at the afjembly, in the charaFer of c 

gentleman---1 am ſerpriſed "with an account f her quit“; 

marriage, and mate an appointment to meet AI Williams 
next day. 


URING this unſocial interval my pride 
and intereſt maintained a ſevere conflict, 
on the ſubject of Miſs -Snapper, whom the one re- 
preſented as unworthy of my notice, and the 0- 
ther propoſed as the object of my whole attenti— 
on: The advantages and diſadvantages attending 
ſuch a match, were cppoſed to one another by 
my imagination; and at length, my judgement 
gare it ſo much in favour of the firft, that I re- 
{olved to proſecute my ſcheme, with all the ad- 

dreſs in my power. - { thought I perceived 
ſome concern in her coumenance, occaſioned by 
my ſilence, which ſhe no doubt imputed to my 
diſguſt at her mother's behaviour; and as I be- 
lie ved the old woman could hot fail of aſeribing 
my muteneſs to the. fame motive, I determined 
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to continue that ſullen conduct towards her;, at 
fall upon ſome other method of d my 
eſte em for the daughter; nor was it difficult for 
me to make her acquainted with my ſentiments 
by the expreſhon of my looks, which 1 modelled 


into the characters of humility and love; and 


which were anſwered by her with all the ſym— 
pathy and appiobation 1 cou'd deſire. But when, 
began to conſider, that without further oppor- 
tunities of improving my ſucceſs, all the progreſs 
J had hnherto made could not much avail, and 
that ſuch opportunities could not be enjoyed with- 
out the mother's permiſſion; I concluded it would 
be requiſite to vanquith her coldneſs and ſuſpici— 
on, by my aſſiduities and reſpectful behaviour on 
te road; and ſhe would in all likelihood invite 
me to viſit her at Bath, where I did not fear of 
being able to cultivate her acquaintance as much 
as weuld be neceflary to the accompliſhment of 
my purpoſe. And, indeed, accident furniſhed 
me with an opportunity of obliging her ſo much, 
that ſhe could not, with any appearance of good 
manners,. farbear to gratify my inclination, 
When we arrived at our dining-place, we found 
all the eatables in the inn beſpoke by a certain no- 
bleman, who had got the ſtart of us; and in al! 
Bkelihood, my miſtteſs and her mother muſt have 
dined with Duke Humphrey, had 1 not exerted 
myſelf in their behalf, and bribed the landlord 


with a glaſs of wine, to curtail his Lordſhip's 


entertainment of a couple of fowls and ſome ba- 
con, which 1 ſent with my cempliments to the 
ladies; they accepted my treat with a grcat ma- 
ny thanks, and deſired that J would favour them 
with my company at dinner, where I amuſed the 
eld gentlewoman ſo ſucceſsfully, by maintaining: 
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a ſeemingly diſintereſted eaſe, in the midſt of my 
civility, that ſhe ſiguified a deſire of being better 
acquainted, and hoped I would be ſo kind as to 
ſee her ſometimes at Bath. An | enjoyed 

myſelf in this manner, the preciſe lady had the 
good fortune to meet with her huſband, who was 
no other than gentleman, or in other words, 
valet de chambre to the very nobleman, whoſe 
coach ſtood at the door. Prond of the intereit 
ſhe had in the houſe, ſhe affected to {how her 
power, by introducing the Captain to her ſpouſe, 
as a perſon who had treated her with great civili- 
ty; upon which he was invited to a ſhare of their 
dinner; while the poor Lawyer, finding himſelf. 
utterly abandoned, made application to me, and 
was, through my interceſſion, admitted into our 
company.— Having fatisfied our appetites, and 
made ourſelves very merry at the expence of the 
perſon of honour, the civil captain and compla- 
cent huſband, I did myſelt the pleaſure of dif- 
charging the bill by ſtealth, for which I received 
2 great many apologies and acknowJedpments. 
from my gueſts, and we re- imbarked at the firſt 
warning. — The officer was obliged, at laſt, to 
appeaſe his hunger with a luncheon of bread and 
cheeſe, and a pint bottle of brandy, which he. 
diſpatched in the coach, curſing the | inappetence 
of bis Lordſhip, who had ordered dinner to be 
put back a whole hour. 

Nothing remarkable happened duripg the re- 
maining part of our journey, which was ended a- 
bout twelve. o'clock, when I waited on the ladies 
to the houſe of a relaton, in which they intended 
to lodge, and paſhng that night at the inn, took 
lodgings next morning for myſelf. 

The forenoon was ſpent in viſiting every thing, 


* 
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that was worth ſeeing in the place, which I did 
in company with a gentlewoman to whom Banter, 
had given me a letter of introduction ; and in the 
afternoon I waited on the ladies, and found Miſs a 

good deal indiſpoſed with the fatigues of the jour- 
ney. As they foreſaw they would have ARA 
fon for a male acquaintance, to ſquire them at al! 

public places, J was received with great cordia- 
tity, and had the mother's permiſkon to conduct 
them next day to the long room, where we no 
ſooner entered, than the eyes of every body pre- 
tent were turned upon us; and when we had 
ſuſfered the martyrdom of their looks for ſom? 
time, a whiſper circulated at our expence, which 
was accompanied with many contemptuous miles, 
and tittering obſerrations, to my utter ſhame and 
confuſion. l did not ſo much conduct as fol- 
low my charge to a place, where ſhe ſeated her 


mother and herſelf with aſtoniſhing compoſure, 


notwithſtandipg the unmannerly behaviour of the 
whole company; which feemed to be aſſumed 
mecrly to put her out of countenance.- The ce- 
lebrated Mr N—h, who commonly attends in 
this place, as maſter of the ceremonies, perce!- 
ving the diſpoſition of the aſſembly, took upon 


himſelf the taik of gratifying their ill- nature ſtil! 


kim of the name of Tobit's dog. 


ſarther, by expoſing my miſtreſs to the edge of 
his wit.------ With this view he approached us, 
with many bows and grimaces, and after having 
welcomed Miſs Snapper to the place, afked her, 
in the hearing of all preſent, if the could inform 


I was ſo 
much ineenſed at his inſolence, that J ſhould 


certainly have kicked him where he ſtood, with- 


out ceremony, had not the young lady prevented 
the effects of my indignation, by replying, with 
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the utmoſt vivacity, © His name was N----h, 
« and an impudent dog he was.” This rapartee, 
ſo unexpected and juſt, raiſed ſuch an univerſal 
laugh at the aggreſſor, that all his aſſurance was 
inſufficient to ſupport him under their deriſion; 
ſo that after he had endeavoured to compoſe him- 
ſelf by taking ſnuff, and forcing a ſmile, he was 
obliged to ſaeak off in a very ludicrous attitude; 
while my Dulcinea was applauded to the ſkizs, 
for the brithancy of her wit, and her acquaintance 
immediately courted by the beſt people of both 
ſexes 1n the room. This event, with which I 
was infinitely pleaſed at firſt, did not fail of a- 
Jarming me, upon further reflection, when | con- 
ſidered that the more ſhe was careſſed by perſons 
of diſtinction, the more her pride would be inſla- 
med, and, conſequently, the obſtacles to my ſuc- 
ceſs multiplied and enlarged.—· Nor were my 
preſaging fears untrue.----- That very night I per- 
ceived her a little intoxicated with the incenſe ſhe 
had received, and though ſhe ſtill bæhaved with 
a particular civility to me, ! foreſaw, that as ſoon 
as her fortune ſhould be known, ſhe would be 
ſurrounded with a ſwarm of admirers, ſome one 
of whom might poſhbly, by excelling me in 
point of wealth, or in the arts of flattery and 
ſcandal, ſupplant me in her eſteem, and find means 
to make the mother of his party reſolved there- 
fore to loſe-no time, and being invited to ſpend 
the evening with them, found an opportunity, in 
pite of the old pgentlewoman's vigilance, to ex- 
plain the meaning of my glances in the coach, 
by paying homage to her wit, and profethag my- 
ſelt enamoured of her perſon. She bluſhed at 
my declaration, and in a favourable manner diſ- 
approved of the liberty I had taken, putting me 
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in mind of our being ſtrangers to one another, 
and deſiring | would not be the means of inter- 
rupting our acquaintance, by any ſuch unſeaſon- 
able ſtrokes of gallantry for the future My 
ardour was effectually checked by this reprimand, 
which was, however, delivered in ſuch a gentle 
manner, that 1 had no cauſe to be diſobliged; 
and the arrival of her mother relieved me from a 
dilemma, in which I ſhould not have known how 
to demean mylelf a minute longer. Neither 
osuld ] reſume the eaſineſs of carriage with which 
] came in, my miſtreſs ated on the reſerve, and 
the converſation beginning to flag, the old lady 
introduced her kinſwoman of the houſe, and pro- 
poſed a hand at whiſt. 

While we amuſed ourſelves at this diverſion, I 
anderitood from the gentlewoman, that there was 
to be an aſſembly next night, at which I begged 
to have the honour of dancing with Miſs. She 
thanked me for the favour I intended her, aſſured 
me the never did dance, but ſignified a deſire of 
ſeeing the company; upon which | offered my 
ſervice, and was accepted, not a little proud of be- 
ing exempted from appearing with her, in a ſitua- 
tion, that, notwithſtanding my profeſſion to the 
contrary, was not at all agreeable to my inclina- 
tion. 

Hiving ſupped, and continued the game till 
ſuch time as the ſucceſſive yawns of the mother 
warned me to be gone, I took my leave, and went 
home, where I made Strap very happy with an 
account of my progreſs, Next day I put on my 
gayelt apparel, and went to drink tea at Mrs Snap- 
per's, according to appointment, when i found, 
to my incxpreſſible ſatisfaction, that ſhe was laid 
up with the tooth-ach, and that Miſs was to be 
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mtruſted to my care. Accordingly, we ſet 


out for the ball-room, pretty early in the even- 


ing, and took poſſeſhon of a commodious place, 
where we had not fat longer than a quarter of 
an hour, when a gentleman drefled in a green 
frock came in, leading a young lady, whom I 
immediately diſcovered to be the adorable Narciſ- 
fa! Good heaven! what were the -thrillings of 
my ſoul at that inſtant! my reflection was over- 
whelmed with a torrent of agitation ! my heart 
throbbed with ſurprizing violence! a ſudden miſt 
overſpread my eyes! my ears were invaded with 
a dreadful found ! IT panted for want of breath; 
and in ſhort, was for ſome moments intranced ! 
This firſt tumult ſubſiding, a crowd of flat- 
tering ideas ruſhed upon my imagination: Every 
thing that was ſoft, ſenſible, and engaging in the 
character of that dear creature, recurred to my 
remembrance, and every favourable circumſtance 
of my own qualifications appeared in all the ag- 
gravation of ſelf-conceit, to heighten my expec- 
tation !--- Neither was this tranſport of long dura- 
tion: The dread of her being already diſpoſed 
of intervened, and over- caſt my enchanting re- 
verie! My preſaging apprehenſion repreſented her 
encircled in the arms of ſome happy rival, and 
of conſequence for ever loſt to me ! I was ſtung 
with this ſuggeſtion, and believing the perſon who 
conducted her, to be the huſband of this amiable 
young lady, already devoted him to my fury, and 
ſtood up to mark him for my vengeance ; when 
I recolle&ed, to my unſpeakable joy, her bro- 
ther the fox- hunter, in the perſon of her gallant. 
--- Undeceived ſo much to my ſatisfaction in this 
particular, I gazed in a frenzy of delight, on the 
irreſiſtable charms of his ſiſter, who no ſooner 
Vol. II. C. 
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diſtinguiſhed me in the crowd, than her evident 
confuſion afforded a happy omen to my flame. — 
At fight of me ſhe ſtarted, the roſes inſtantly 
vaniſhed from her poliſhed cheeks, and returned 
in a moment with a double glow that overſpread 


her lovely neck, while her enchanting boſom 


heaved with ftrong emotion. I hailed theſe fa- 
vourable ſymptoms, and lying in wait for her looks, 
did homage with my eyes.—She ſeemed to ap- 


prove my declaration, by the complacency of her 


aſpect, and I was fo tranſported with the diſcovery, 
that, more than once, I was on the point of 
making up to her, and diſcloſing the throbbings 
of my heart in perſon, had not that profound ve- 
neration which her preſence always aſpired, re- 
ſtrained the unſeaſonable impulſe.— My whole 
powers being engroſſed in this manner, it may be 
eaſily imagined how ill I entertained Miſs 'Snap- 
per, on whom J could not now turn my eyes, 

without making compariſons very little to her 
advantage.— It was not even in my power to re- 


turn diſtinct anſwers to the queſtions ſhe aſced 


from time to time, ſo that ſhe could not help ob- 
ſerving my abſence of behaviour; and, having a 
turn for obſervation, watched my alances, and 
tracing them to the divine object, diſcovered the 


cauſe of my diſorder. That ſhe might, however, 


be convinced of the truth of her conjeRure, ſhe 
began to interrogate me with regard to Nar- 
cifla, and notwithitanding all my endeavours to 
diſengage my ſentiments, perceived my attach- 
ment by my confuſion. Upon which, ſhe aſſu- 
med a ſtatelineſs of behaviour, and fat filent du- 
ring the remaining part of the entertaiament, — 
At any other time I ſhould have been prodigiouſ- 
ly alarmed at her ſuſpicio eng Rad at that inſtant 1 
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was elevated by my paſſion above every other con- 
ſideration. The miſtreſs of my ſoul having retired 
with her brother, I diſcovered ſo much uneaſineſs 
at my ſituation, that Miſs Snapper propoſed to 

o home; and while I conducted her to a chair, 
told me ſhe had too great a 2 for me to keep 
me any longer in torment. 1 feigned ignorance 
of her meaning, and having ſeen her ſafely at her 
lodgings, took my Jeave, and went home in an 
extaſy; where J diſcloſed every thing that had 
happened to my confidant and humble ſervant 
Strap, who did not reliſh the accident ſo well as 
] expected ; and obſerved, thzt a bird in hand 
is worth two in the buſn.— But however, (ſaid 
6% he) you know beſt, you know beſt,” Next 
day, as I went to the bath, in hopes of ſeeing 
or hearing ſome tidings of my fair enſlaver, | was 
met by a gentlewoman, who having looked hard 
at me, cried, «© O Chriſt, Mr Random !”? Sur- 
prized at this exclamation, l examined the coun- 
tenance of the perſon who ſpoke, and immedi- 
ately recognized my old ſweet- heart and tellow 
ſufferer Miſs Williams. 

| was mightily pleaſed to find this unfortunate 
woman under ſuch a decent appearance, profeſ- 
ſed my joy at ſeeing her ſo well, and defired to 
know where L mould have the pleaſure of her con- 
verſation. She was as heartily rejoyced at the ap- 
parent eaſineſs of my fortune, and gave me to 
know that ſhe, AS yet, had ro habitation that ſhe 
could properly call her own ; but wonld wait on 
me at any place ] would pleaſe to appoint. — 
Underſtanding that ſne was difengaped for the 
preſent, L ſhewed her the w ay to my own lodgings, 
where after a very affectionate ſalätat: ion, ſhe in⸗ 
formed me of her being very hippy in the ſervice 
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of a young lady, to whom ſhe was recommended 
by a former miſtreſs deceaſed, into whoſe family 
ſhe had introduced herſelf by the honeſt deceit 
ſhe had concerted, while ſhe lived with me in 
the garret in London. She then expreſſed a 


vehement defire to be acquainted with the viciſſi- 


tades of my life ſince we parted, and aſcribed her 
curiofity to the concern the had for my intereit, 
[ forthwith pratified her requeſt; and when 
I deſcribed my ſituation in Suſſex, perceived her 
to attend o my ſtory with particular eagerneſs, 


She interrupted me when 1 had finiſhed that pe- 


riod, © Good God! is it poſhble !”” And 


then begged 1 would be ſo good as to continue 


my relation; which I did as briefly as I could, 
burning with impatience to know the cauſe of 


her ſurprize, about which I had already formed 


a very intereſting. conjecture. --- Having therefore 


brought my adventures down to the preſent day, 


ſhe ſeemed very much affected with the different 


circumſtances of my fortune, and ſaying with a 


fmile, ſhe believed my diſtreſſes were now at a pe- 
riod, proceeded to inform me, that the lady whom 
ſhe ſerved was no other than the charming Nar- 
cifla, who had honoured her with her confidence 
for ſome time; —that in conſequence of that 


uult, ſhe had often repeated the ſtory of John 


ron with great admiration and regard; that 
ſhe loved to dwell v pon the particulars of his cha- 
racter, and did not ſeruple to own a tender appro- 
| bation of his flame. l became delirious wit! 
this piece of intelligence, ſtrained Miſs Williams 
in my embrace, called her the angel of my happt- 
neſs, and ated ſuch extravagancies, that ſhe 
would have been convinced of my ſincerity, had 
the not been ſatisfied with my honour before 


ROD ERIC RANDOM. 265+ 


As ſoon as I was in a condition to yield attention, 
ſhe deſcribed the preſent ſituation of her miſtreſs, 
who had no ſooner come home the night before, 
than ſhe cloſetted her, and in a rapture of joy, 
gave her to know that ſhe had ſeen me at the ball, 
where 1 appeared in the character which ſhe al- 
ways thought my due, with ſuch advantage of 
transformation, that unleſs my image had been 
engraven on her heart, it would have been impoſ- 
fible to know me for the perſon who had worn 
her aunt's livery that by the language of 
my eyes, ſhe was aſſured of the continuance of 
my paſſion for her, and conſequently of my being 
anengaged to any other ; and that though ſhe did 
not doubt, I would ſpeedily fall upon ſome method 
of being introduced, ſhe was fo impatient to hear of 
me, that ſhe (Miſs Williams; had been ſent abroad 
this very morning an purpoſe to learn the name and 
character I at preſent bore. My boſom had 
been hitherto a ſtranger to ſuch a flood o joy as 
now ruſhed upon it: my faculties were overborne 
by the tide : it was ſome time before I could open 
my mouth : and much longer ere 1 could ntter a 
coherent ſentence.— At length, I fervently 
requeſted her to lead me immediately to the ob- 
ject of my adoration : but ſhe reſiſted my impor- 
tunity, and explained the danger of ſuch prema. 
ture conduct. How favourable ſoe ver (ſaid 
&« ſhe) my lady's inclination towards you may be, 
** this you may depend upon, that ſhe will not. 
„ commit the ſmalleſt treſpaſs upon decorum, ei- 
ether in diſcloſing her own, or in receiving a de- 
5 claration of your paſſion: and although the 
&« great veneration I have for you, has prompted 
me to reveal what ſhe communicated to me in 
confidence, I know ſo well the ſeyerity of her 
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« ſentiments with reſpect to the punctilios of her 
« ſex, that, if ſhe ſhould learn the leaſt ſurmiſe 
of it, ſhe would not only diſmiſs me as a wretch 
« unworthy of her benevolence, but alſo for ever 
„ ſhun the efforts of your love.“ . J aſſented to 
the juſtneſs of her remonſtrance, and deſired ſhe 
would afhit me with her advice and direction: 
upon which it was concerted between us, that, 
for the preſent I ſhould be contented with her 
telling Narciffa, that in the courſe of her enqui- 


Ties, ſne could only learn my name; and that it 


in a day or two, I could fall upon no other me- 
thod of being made acquainted, the would de: 
liver a letter from me, on pretenſe of conſulting 
her happineſs ; and fay that I met her in the ſtreet, 
ard bribed her to that piece of ſervice.-- Matters 
being thus adjuſted, J kept my old acquaintance 
tc breakfaſt, and learned from her converſation, 
that my rival Sir Timothy bad drank himſelf into 
an apoplexy, of which he died five months ago, 
that the ſavage was ſtill unmarried, and that his 

aunt had been ſeized with a whim which he little 
expected, and choſen the ſchool-maſter of the pa- 
r:{h for her lord and huſband : but matrimony not 
2oreeing with her corftitution, ſhe had been hec- 
tie and dropſical, a good while, and was now at 
Bath in order to drink the waters for the recovery 
of her Health; that her niece had accompanied her 


thither at her requeſt, and attending her with the 


ſame affection as before, notwithſtanding the faux 
pas ſhe had committed; and that her nephew, who 
had been exaſperated at the lofs of her fortune, did 
not give his attendance out of good will, but pure- 
ly to have an eve on his ſiſter, leſt ſhe woukl like» 
455 throw herſelf away, without his conſent or 
approbation.— Having enjoyed curſelves in this 
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manner, and made an aſſignation to meet next 
day at a certain place, Mis Williams took her 
leave; and Strap's looks being very inquiſitive 
about the nature of the communication ſabſiſting 
between us, I made him acquainted with the 
whole affair, to his great aſtoniſhment and ſatis- 
faction. | | 


HAP. LVI. 


I became acquainted with Narciſſa's brother, who invites me 
to his houſe---where I am introduced io that adorable creature 
---after dinner the Squire retires to tate his na p Freeman, 
gueſſing the ſituation of my thoughts, withdraws hkew!ſe on 
pretence of buſineſs-=- I declare my paſſion for Narciſſa---ant 
well received. charmed with her converſation---the Squire 


8etains us 10 ſupper==-1 elude his deſigu ty ſtratagem, and 
get home ſober. | 


N the afternoon I drank tea at the houſe of Mr 

Freeman, to whom 1 had been recommended 
by Banter; where I had not fat five minutes, till 
the fox-hunter came in, and by his familiar be- 
haviour, appeared to be intimate with -my friend. 
[ was, at firſt, under ſome concern, leſt he 
mould recollect my features; but when I found 
myſelt introduced to him as a gentleman from 
London, without being diſcovered, I blefſed the 
opportunity that brought me into his company; 
hoping, that in the courſe of our acquaintance, he 
would invite me to his houſe——nor were my 
hopes fruſtrated, for as we ſpent the evening toge- 
ther, he grew extremely fond of my converſation, 
aired a great many childiſh queſtions about France 


- ced in his favour ;— 
though ſome ſituations of my life had been low, 
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and foreign parts; and ſeemed ſo highly enter. 
tained with my anſwers, that, in his cups, he 


ſhook me often by the hand, pronounced me an 
honeſt fellow, and in fine, delved our company 


at dinner next day in his own houſe, — —— My 
imagination was fo much employed 1 in anticipating 


the happineſs I was to enjoy the next day, that! 


ſlept very little that night; but getting up Early 
in the morning, went to the place appointed, 

where I met my friend, and imparted to her my 
ſucceſs with the ſquire She was very much 
pleaſed at the occaſion, which (ſhe faid) could 
not fail of being agreeable to Narciſſa, who, in 
ſpite of her paſhon for me, had mentioned ſome 
{cruples relating to my true ſnuation and charac- 
ter, which the delicacy of her ſentiments ſuggeſ- 

ted, and which ſhe believed I would find it ne- 
ceſſary to remove, though ſhe did not know how. 
—I was a good deal ſtartled at this infinuation, 


becauſe ] foreſaw the difficulty 1 ſhould find in 


barely doing myſelf juſtice : tor although it ne- 


ver was my intention to impoſe myſelf upon any 


woman, much Jeſs upon Narciſſa, as a man of 


| fortune, J laid claim to the character of a gentle- 
man, by birth, education, and behaviour; and 
yet (ſo unluckily had the circumſtances of my liſe 


fallen out) 1 ſhould find it a very hard matter 10 


make good my pretenſions even to theſe, eſpe- 
. Clally to the laſt, which was the moſt eſſential. 
- —- Miſs' Williams was as ſenſible as J, of this 
my diſadvantage ; but comforted me with obſer- 
ving, that when once a. woman has beſtowed her 
affections on a man, ſhe cannot help judging of 


him in all reſpects, with a partiality eaſily influen- 
—fhe remarked, that al- 


— © 
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yet none of them had been infamous; that my 
indigence had been the crime not of me, but of 
fartune; and that the miſeries J had nnderpone, 
by improving the faculties both of mind and body, 
qualified me the more for any dignified ſtation; 
and would, of conſequence, recommend me to 
the good graces of any ſenſible woman; 
ſhe therefore adviſi: me to be always open and 
unreſerved to the inquiries of my miſtreſs, with- 
out unneceſſarily betraying the meaneſt occuren— 
ces of my fate; and truſt to the 8 of her 
love and reflection for the reſt— The ſentiments 
of this ſenſible young woman on this, as well as 
on almoſt every other ſubject, perfeclly agreed 
with mine; | thanked her for the care ſhe took 
of my lncerells and promiling to behave myſelf 
according to her direction, we parted, after ſhe 
had aſſured me, that | might depend upon her 
belt offices with her miſtrels, and that ſhe would, 
from time to time, communicate to me ſuch in- 
telligence as ſhe could procure, relating to my 
flame— Having dreſſed myſelf to the beſt ad- 
vantage, I waited for the time of dinner with the 
molt fearful 1 impatience; ; and as the hour drew 
nigh, my heart beat with ſuch increaſed velocity, 
and my ipirits contracted ſuch diſorder, that I be- 
gan to ſaſpect my reſolution, and even to wiſh my- 
{elf difeagaged, —At Jait Mr Freeman called at 
my lodgings in his way, and I accompanied him 
to the houſe where all my happineſs was depoſited, 
——We were very kindly received by the ſquire, 
who ſat ſmoaking his pipe in a Flour, and afled 
if we choſe to drink any thing before dinner; 
though | pever had more occaſion for a cordial, 
| was aſhamed to accept his offer, which was 
alſo refuſed by my frieud. We fat down, how- 
Vol. II. D d 
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ever, and entered into converſation, which laſt. 
ed half an hour, ſo that I had time to recolle& 


myſelf; and (io capricious were my thoughts) 


even to hope that Narcifla, would not appear— 
when, all of a ſudden, a ſervant coming in, gave 
us notice that dinner was upon the table. —And 
my perturbation returned with ſuch violence, that 
I could ſcarce conceal it from the company, as 
I afcended the ſtair- caſe.— When I entered the 
dining-room, the firſt object that ſaluted my ra- 
viſhed eyes, was the divine Narciſſa, bluſhing 
like Aurora, adorned with all the graces that 
meekneſs, innocence, and beauty can diffuſe ! I 


was ſeized with a giddineſs, my knees tottered, 
and | ſcarce had ſtrength enough to perform the 
ceremony of ſalutation, when her brother, ſlapping 
me on the ſhoulders, cried, 4+ Meaſter Random, 
e that there is my ſiſter. I approached her with 
eagerneſs and fear ; but in the moment of our em- 
brace, my ſoul was agonized with rapture It 
was a Jucky circumſtance for us both, that my en- 
tertainer was not endued with an uncommon itock 
of penetration; for our mutual contuſion was fo 
manifeſt, that Mr Freeman perceived it, and as we 
went home together, congratulated me on my good 
fortune— But ſo far was Bruin frum entertaining 
the lealt ſuſpicion, that he encouraged me to begin 
a converſation with my miſtreſs in a language un- 
known to him, by telling her, that he had brought 
a gentleman (meaning me) who could gabber with 
her in French and other foreign lingos, as faſt as 
ſhe pleaſed: then turning to me, ſaid, © Odds, 
« bobs! I wiſh you would hold diſcourſe with 


her, in your French or Italiano; and tell me if 
* ſhe underſtands it as well as ſhe would be 
„ thopght to do.— There's her aunt and ſhe wil! 
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« chatter together whole days in it, and I can't 
« have a mouthful of Englith for love or money.“ 
I conſulted the looks of my amiable miſtreſs, and 
found her averſe to his propoſal, which, indeed ſhe 
declined with a ſweetneſs of denial peculiar to her- 
ſelf, as a piece of diſteſpect to that part of the com- 
pany which did not underitand the language in 
queſtion. As I had the happineſs of fitting oppo- 
ſite to her, I feaſted my eyes much more than my 
palate, which ſhe tempred in vain with the moit 
delicious bits carved by her fair hand, and recom- 
mended by her perſuaſive tongue; but all my other 
appetites were {ſwallowed up in the immenſity of 
my love, which 1 fed by gazing inceſſantly on the 
delightful obj=&t. Dinner was ſcarce ended, when 
the Squire became very drowſy, and after ſeveral 
dreadful yawns, got up, ſtretched himſelf, took two 
or three turns acroſs the room, begged we would 
allow him to take a ſhort nap, and having laid a 
ſtrong injunction on his ſiſter to detain us till his 
return, went to his repoſe without any further ce- 
remony. He had not been gone many minutes, 
when Freeman gueſſing the ſituation of my heart, 
and thinking he could not do me a greater favour 
than to leave me alone with Narciſſa, pretended to 
recollect himſelf all of a ſudden, and ſtarting up, 
begged the lady's pardon for half an hour, having 
luckily remembered an engagement of ſome con- 
ſequence, that he muſt perform at that inſtant, 
So ſaying, he went away promiling to be bac“. 
time enough for tea; leaving my miſtreſs and me 
jn great confuſion Now that I enjoyed an oppor- 
tunity of diſcloſing the pantings of my foul, I had 
not power to uſc it. I ftudied many pathetic de- 
clarations, but „hen I attempted to give them ut- 
terance, my tongue denied its office; and ſhe 12 
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ent, with a downcalt look, full of anxious alarm, 
her boſom heaving with cx pectadion of ſome Bice: 
event. At length | endeavoured to put an end 
to this ſolemn pauſe, and began with, „It is very 
& ſ{urprifing, Medam,”*—here the found dying a 
way, I made a full ſtop, while Nazciila flarting, 
bluſhed, and with a timid accent anſwered, 
« Sir?” - Confoundcd at this note of interrogati- 


on, 1 pronounced with the moſt ſheepiſh * | 


neſs, © Madam !” to which jhe replied, “. be 
6s pardon-—1 thought you had ſpoke to me 
Another pauſe enſued | made another ray 


and though my voice faultered very much at the. 


beginning, made. ſhift to expreſs myiclt in this 


manner: — “ I ſay, Madam, *tis very 2 iſing 


4 that love ſhould act ſo inconſiſtent with itſelf. as 


* to deprive its votaries of the ule of their facul- 
P 


ge ties, when they have molt need of them. Since 
&« the happy occaſion of being alone with you pre- 


& ſented itſelf, J have made many unſucceſsful at- 
« tempts to declare a paſſion for the lovelieſt of 
a paſſion which took poſſeſſion of 


& her ſex 
„% my ſoul, w hile my eruel fate compelled me to 


<« wear a ſervile diſguiſe fo unſuitable to my birth, 


“ ſentiments, and, let me add, my deſerts; yer 


« favourable in one reſpect, as it furniſhed me. 


*© with opportunities of ſeeing and acuring your 

6: perfections.——Yes, Madam, it was then your 
dear idea entered my boſom, where it has lived 
* unimpaired in the midſt of numberleſs cares, 
« and animated me againit a- thouſand dangers 
« and caiamities !'?—— While I ipoke thus, the 
concealed her face with her fan ; and when I cea- 
Fed, recovering herſelf from the moſt beautiful con- 
fuſion, told me that the thought herſelf very much 
abliged by my fayourable opinion of her; and cha: 
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the was very ſorry to hear I had been unfortunate, 
Encouraged by this gentle reply, { proceeded, own- 
ed my {elf ſufticiently recompenced by her kind 
compattion for what i had undergone, and decla- 
red, that the future happineſs of my life depended 
ſolely upon her.- « Sir, {aid the) I ihould be 
very ungrateful, if after the ſignal protection 
T you once afforded me, I could retufe to contri- 
« bute towards your happineſs, in any reaſonable 
« condeſcenſion ”—T'ranſported at this acknow- 
ledgment, I throw myſeif at her feet, 154 begged 
ſhe would regard my paſſion with a favourable eye: 
She was alarmed at my behaviour, intreated me 
to riſe, Jeſt her brother ſhould fire me io that 
oſture, and to ſpare her, for the preſent, upon a 
ſubject for which the was e unprepared. — 
Upon this, I roſe, aſſuring her, I would rather die 
than diſobey her; but in the. mean time begged 
her to conſider how precious the minutes of this 
opporti unity were, and what reſtraint I put upon 
my inclinations, in ſacriſicing them to her defire.— 
She ſmiled with unſpeakable ſweetneſs, and ſaid, 
there would be no want of opportunities, provided. 
I could maintain the good opinion her brother had 
conceived of me; and I, enchanted. with her. 
chirms, ſeized ner hand, which I wel] nigh de- 
voured with kiſſes. But ſhe checked my bold- 
nels with a ſeverity of countenance ; and deſired 
would not fo far forget myſelf or her, as to en- 
danger the efteem ſhe had for me. - She re- 
minded me of our being almoit ſtrangers to one 
another, and of the neceſſuy there was, for her 
$£n0wing me better, before ſhe could take any re- 
tolutioa in my favour ; and, ia ſhort, mingled fo 
much good ſenſe and complacene; in her reproof, 
that I became as much enamoured of her under - 
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ſtanding, as I had been before of her beauty, and 10 
aſked pardon for my preſumption with the utmoſt 1 
reverence of conviction. She forgave my of- Ji 
fence with her uſual affability ; and ſealed my [MR * 
pardon with a look fo full of bewitching tendernels ME *© 
that for ſome minutes my ſenſes were loſt in exta- © 
ey! Iafterwards endeavoured to regulate my beha- ; 
viour according to her defire, and turn the conver- 
ſation upon a more indifferent ſubject; but her 
preſence was an unſurmountable obſtacle to my 
deſign; while I beheld ſo much excellence, I found 
it impoſſible to call my attention from the con- 
templation of it. I gazed with unutterable fond- 
neſs ! I grew mad with admiration ?— « My 
c condition is inſupportable (cried I), I am dil- 
e tracted with paſhon ! why are you fo exquiſitely 
“ fair !==—_ Why are you ſo enchantingly good? 
„ Why has nature dignified you with charms 
& ſo much above the ſtandard of women; and, 
« wretch that I am, how dares my unworthineis 
* affire to the enjoyment of ſuch perfection.“ 
She was ſtartled at my ravings, reaſoned down 
my tranſport, and by her irreſiſtable eloquence, 
ſoothed my ſoul into a ftate of tranquil felicity : 
bur leſt 1 might ſuffer a relapſe, induſtrioully pro- 
mored other ſubjects to entertain my imagination. 
She chid me for having omitted to enquire 
about her aunt, who (ſhe affured me) in the midſt 
of all her abſence of temper, and detachment 
from common affairs, often talked of me with un- 
common warmth. I profeſied my veneration 
for the good lady, excuſed my omiſſion, by impu- 
ting it to the violence of my love, which engroſſed 
my whole ſoul, and deſired to know the preſent ſi- 
tuation of her health. Upon which the amiable 


Narcifla repeated what I had heard before, of her 
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marriage, with all the tenderneſs for her reputa- 
tion that the ſubject would admit of; told me, ſhe 
lived with her huſband hard by, and was ſo much 
afflicted with a dropſy, and walted by a conſump- 
tion, that ſhe had ſmall hopes of her recovery, 
Having expreſſed my ſorrow for her diſtemper, 
1 queſtioned her about my good friend Mrs Sage- 


h who I learned (to my great ſatisfaction) was 


{till in good health, and by the encomiums ſhe 
beſtowed on me after I was gone, confirmed the 
favourable impreſſion my behaviour at parting 
had made on Narciſſa's heart. This circumſtance 
introduced an inquiry into the conduct of Sir Ti- 
mothy Thicket, who (ſhe informed me) had found 
means to incenſe her brother ſo much againſt me, 


that ſhe found it impoſſible to undeceive him; but 


on the eontrary, ſuffered very much in her own 
character, by his ſcandalous infinuations — tka, 
the whole pariſh was alarmed, and actually in pur- 
ſuit of me; ſo that ſhe had been in the utmoſt 
conſternation upon my account, well knowing how 
little my own innocence and her teſtimony would 
have weighed with the 1gnorance, prejudice and 
brutality of thoſe, who mult have judged me, had I 
been apprehended--That Sir Timorhy being ſeized 
with a fit of the apoplexy, from which with great 


 dimiculty he was recovered, began to be apprehen- 
tive of death, and to prepare himſelf accordingly 


for that great event; as a ſtep to which, he ſent 


for her brother, owned, with great contrition, the 


brutal deſign he had upon her, and of conſequence 
acquitted me of the aſſault, robbery and correſ- 
pondence with her, which he had laid to my 


charge, after which confeſſion he lived about a 


month in a languiſhing condition, and was carried 


off by a ſecond allauk, 
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Every word that this dear creature ſpoke, rivet. 
ted the chains with which ſhe held me enſlaved 
My miſchievous fancy began to work, and the 


tempeſt of my paſſion to wake again; when the 


return of Freeman deſtroyed the tempting oppor- 
tunity, aud enabled me to quell the riſing tumult. 
A little while after the Squire ſtaggered into 
the room, rubbing his eyes, and called for his 
tea, which he drank out of a ſmall bowl, qualified 
with brandy ; we ſipped ſome in the ordinary 
way: Narcifla leſt us in order to viſit her aunt, 
and when Freeman and I propoſed to take our 
leave, the fox. hunter inſiſted on our ſpending the 
evening at his houſe, with ſuch an obſtinacy of af. 
fection, that we were obliged to comply. Fo 
my own part l ſhould have been glad of the in- 
vitation, by which, in all Iikelihood, I ſhould have 
been bleſt with more of his ſiſter's company, had! 
not beerr afraid of riiking her eſteem, by entering 
into a debauch of drinking with him, which from 
the knowledge of his character, I foreſaw would 
happen; but there was no remedy—l was forced 
to rely upon the ſtrength of my conſtitution, which 
} hoped would refiſt intoxication longer than the 
Squire 's 3 anc! trutt to the good nature ard diſere- 
tion of my miſtreſs for the reſt. 

Our entertainer reſolving to begin by times, or- 
dered the table to be furniſhed with liquor and 
glaſſes immediately after tea, but we abſolutely re- 
ſuſed to fet in for drinking fo ſoon; and prevailed 
upon him to paſs away an hour or two at whiſt, in 
which we engaged as ſoon as Narciſſa returned. 
The favage and happened to be partners at ficlt, 
and as my thoughts were wholly employed on a 
more intereſtiug game, I played fo ill that he 
loſt all patience, {wore bitterly, and threatened te 
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call for wine if they would not grant him another 
aſſociate. This deſere was gratified, and Narciſſa 
and I were of a ſide; he won for the ſame reaſon 
that made bim loſe before; I was ſatisfied my 
lovely partner did not repine, and the time ſlipped 
away very agrecably, until we were told that ſup- 
per was ſerved in another room. 
The Squire was enraged to find the evening ſo 
- unprofitably ſpeat, and wrecked his vengeance on 
the cards, which he tore, and committed to the 
flames with many execrations ; threatening to 
make us redeem our loſs with a large glaſs and a 
quick circulation! and indeed we had no ſooner 
lupped, and my charmer withdrawn, than he be- 
gan to put his threats in execution. Three bot- 
tles of port (for he drank no other ſort of wine) 
were placed before us, with as many water glaſ- 
ſes, which were immediately filled to the brim, af- 
ter his example, by each out of his reſpective al- 
lowance, and emptied in a trice, to the beſt in 
Chriftendom. Though I ſwallowed this, and 
the next as faſt as the glaſs could be repleniſhed, 
without heſitation or ſhew of reluctance, I per- 
ceived that my brain would not be able to bear 
many bumpers of this ſort ; and dreading the per- 
ſeverance of a champion who began with ſuch vi- 
gour, | determined to make up for the deficiency 
of my ſtrength by.a ſtratagem, which I actually 
put in practice when the ſecond courſe of bottles 
was called for, —— The wine being ſtrong and 
heady, 1 was already a good deal diſcompoſed by 
the diſpatch we had made, Freeman's eyes began 
to reel, and Bruin himſelf was elevated into a 
ſong, which he uttered with great vociferation. — 
When [therefore ſaw the ſecond round brought in, 


Taflumed a gay air, entertained him with a French 
Voi. II. Ee 
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catch on the ſubject of drinking, which, thong: 
he did not underitand it, delighted him highly, 
and telling him that your choice ſpirits at Paris 
never troubled themſelves with glaſſes, aſked if he 
had not a bowl or cup in the houſe that would 
contain a whole quart of wine. „Odds nig- 
« goers! (cried he) I have a ſilver candle cup that 
“ holds juſt the quantity, for all the world —ferch 
«© ithither, Nimps.” — The veſſel being produced, 
I bid him ee, his bottle into it, which having 
done, I nodded in a very deliberate manner, and 
ſaid, © I pledge you,” He ſtared at me for ſor: 
time, and crying,“ What all at one pull! 
% meaſter Randan ?““ I apſwered, all at one 
« pull! Sir, you are no milk ſop we ſhall do 
& you juſtice,” Shall you? (ſaid he, ſhaking 
* me by the hand) odd then, I'Il ſee it out, an't 
« were a mile to the bottom-- Here's to our better 
& acquaintance, meaſter Randan.” 80 "ty 
he applied it to his lips, and empried it in a breath. 
I knew the effect of it would be almoſt inſtantane- 
ous; therefore, taking the cup, I began to dii- 
charge my bottle into it, telling him he was now 
qualified to drink with the Cham of Tartary.—l 
bad no ſooner pronounced theſe words, than he 
took umbrage at them, and after ſeveral attempts 
to ſpit, made ſhift to flutter out, © A f- -t f. t for 
your Chams of T Tartary! I am a f. 
free - born Engliſhman, worth th--- three thou- 
« ſand a-year, and v--- value no man, damme!“ 
Then dropping his jaw, and fixing his eyes, he 
hicknp'd aloud, and fell upon the floor as mute as 2 
founder. M Freeman, heartily rejoyced at his de- 
feat, aſiſted me in carrying him to bed, where we 
left him to the care of his ſervants, and went home 
to our reſpectixe habitations, congratulating 039 
another ou our good fortune. 
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Miſs Williams informs me of Narciſa's approbat'ti: of my fume 
——[ appeaſe the Squire ——write ti my ni(trefs ef 
{ed with an e2fwer ——der leave of her brother 19 dance 11:th 
her at @ ball ; ohtain his conſent and ber's —enjov a private 
converſation with her am perplexed with ref'ectigus have 
the honour of adpearing ber partner at the bull i, are 
complimented by a certain Nobleman — He dH ſore 
ſymptoms of p:ſſion for Narciffa—T am Hg vt, jealouſy 
-— Narciſſa alarmed, retires —T obſerve Metind. in the com- 
pany ——tde Squire is captivated by her beauty, 


TJ WAS met next morning, at the uſual place, 
L by Miſs Williams, who gave me joy of the pro- 
preſs I had made in the affection of her miſtreſg, 
and bleſſed me with an account of thit dear crea- 
ture's converſation with her, after ſhe had retired 
the night before from our company. could 
ſcarce believe her information, when ſhe recoun- 
ted her expreſſions in my favour, ſo much more 
warm and paſſionate were they than my moſt ſan- 
guine hopes had preſaged; and was particularly 
pleaſed to hear that ſhe approved of my behaviour 
to her brother, after ſhe withdrew. Tranſported 
ze the news of my happineſs, I preſented my ring 
to the meſſenger, as a teſtimony of my gratitude 
and ſatisfaction; but ſlie was above ſuch merce- 
nary conſiderations, and refuſed my compliment 
with ſome reſentment, ſaying, ſhe was not a little 
mortiſied to fee my opinion of her ſo low and con- 
| tempuble. I did myſelf a piece of juſtice by ex- 
| planing my behaviour on this head, and to con- 
| vince. her of my eſteem, promiſed to be ruled by 
le 6-rections in the proſecution of the whole at- 
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fair, which 1 bad fo much at heart, that the re. 


voſe of my life depended upon the conſequence, 

As I fervently wiſhed for another interview, 
where I might pour ont the effuſions of my love, 
without danger cf being interrupted, and perhaps 
reap ſome endearing return from the Queen of my 
defircs, 1 implored her advice and aſfiſtance in 
promoting this event; but ſhe gave me to under. 
tand, that Narciſſa would make no precipitatz 
compliances of this kind, and that I would do 
well to cultivate her brother's acquaintance, in the 
courſe of which I would not want opportuni- 


ties of removing that reſerve, which my miſtreſs | 


thought herſelf obliged to maintain during the in- 
fancy of our correſpondence. —In the mean time, 
ſhe promiſed to tell her lady, that I had endeavour- 
ed, by. preſents and perſuaſions, to prevail upon 
ber, (Miſs Williams) to deliver a letter from me, 
which ſhe had refuſed to charge herſelf with, un- 
til ſhe ſhould know Narciſſa's ſentiments of the 
matter; and ſaid by theſe means ſhe did not doubt 
of being able to open a literary communication 
between us, which could not fail of introducing 
more intimate connections. 

I approved of her council, and our appointment 
being renewed for next day, left her with an in- 
tent of falling upon ſome method of being recon- 
ciled to the Squire, who, I ſuppoſed, would be 
offended with the trick we had put upon him.— 
With this view, { conſulted Freeman, who from 
his knowledge of the fox-hunter's diſpoſition, aſ- 
ſured me there was no other method cf pacifying 
him, than that of ſacrificing ourſelves for one 
night, to an equal match with him in dricking, 
This 1 found myſelf neceſſitated to comply with, 
for the intereſt of my paſſion, and therefore de. 
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termined to commit the debanch at my own lod- 
gings, that I might run ho riſk of being diſcover- 
ed by Narciſſa, in a ſtate of brutal degeneracy. — 
Mr Freeman, who was to be of the party, went, 
ar my deſire, to the Squire, in order to engage 
him, while 1 took care to furniſh myſelf for his 
reception. My invitation. was accepted, my 
gueſts honoured me with their company in the 
evening, when Bruin gave me to underſtand that 
he had drank many tons of wine in his life, but 
was never ſerved ſuch a trick as I had played upon 
him the night before. I promiſed to attone for my 
treſpaſs, and having ordered to every man his bot- 
tle, began the conteſt with a bumper to the health 
of Narciſſa. The toaſts circulated with great 
devotion, the liquor began to operate, our mirth 
grew noiſy, and as Freeman and l had the advan- 
tage of drinking ſmall French claret, the ſavage 
was effectually tamed before our ſenſes were in 
the leaſt affected, and carried home in a kind of 
apoplexy of drunkenneſs. 5 | 

IQ was next morning, as uſual, favoured with a 
vt from my kind and punctual confidante, who 
teiling me, ſhe was permitted to receive my letters 
for her miſtreſs I took up the pen immediately, 
and following the firſt dictates of my paſſion, wrote 
as follows: of | 


« Dean Mapan, 
« IT ERE it polthivie for the powers of ut- 
terance, to reveal the ſoft emotions cf 
my ſoul ; the fond anxiety, the-glowing hopes 
and chilling fears that rule my breaſt by turns, I 
ſhould need ino other witneſs than this paper, to 
evince the purity. and ardor of that flame your 
“ charms have kindled in my heart. But alas! 


z 
*. 
* 
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c expreſſion wrongs my love! I am inſpired with 
ce conceptions that no language can convey! 
« Your beauty fills me with wonder, your under. 
© ſtanding with raviſhment, and your goodneſs 
6 with adoration! IJ am tranſported with defire, 
& diſtracted with doubts, and tortured with im- 
& patience ! Suffer me then, lovely arbitreſs of 
„ my fate, to approach your perſon, to breathe 
in ſoft murmurs my paſſion to your car, to offer 
ci the ſacrifice of a heart overflowing with the mol} 
c“ genuine and diſintereſted love ; to gaze with ex- 
& taſy on the divine object of my wiſhes, to hear 
% the muſic of her enchanting tongue! to re- 
„ joice in her ſmiles of approbation, and baniſh 
„% the moſt intolerable ſuſpence from the boſom 
« of 
« Your enraplured 
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Having finiſhed this effuſion, I committed it to 
the care of my faithful friend, with an ir junction 
to ſecond my intreaty with all her eloquence rd 
influence; and in the mean time went to dreſs, 
with an intention of viſiting Mrs Snapper and 
Miſs, whom 1 had utterly neglected, and indeed. 
almoſt forgot, ſince my dear Narciſſa had reſumed 
the empire of my ſoul. The old gentle womag 
*1cceived me very kindly, and Miſs affected a frank - 
refs and gaiety, which, however, I could eattly 
perceive was forced and diſſembled; among other 
things, ſhe pretended to joke me upon my pathon 
for Narciſſa, which ſhe averred was no ſecret, and 
2ſked if J intended to dance with her at the next 
aſſembly. I was a good deal concerned to find my- 
| {If become the town-talk on this ſubject, left tie 
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Squire, having rctice of my inclinations, ſhovic 
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Alapprove of chem, and by breaking off all cor- 


reſpondence with nie, deprive me of the opportu- 
nities I now enjoyed. But I reſolved to uſe the in- 
tereſt l had with him, while it laſted; and that ve- 
ry night, meeting bim occaſionally, aſked his per- 
miſnan to ſollicit her company at the ball. which 
he very readily granted, to my unexpreſſible ſatis- 
faction. 

Haring been kept awake the greateſt part of 
the night, by a thouſand delightful reveries that 
took poſſeſſion of my fancy, I got up betimes, and 
flying to the place of rendezvous, had in a little 
time the pleaſure of ſeeing Miſs Williams approach 
with a ſmile on her countenance, which J inter- 
preted into a good omen. Neither was I miſtak- 
en in my preſage: She preſented me with a letter 
from the idol of my foul, which, after having kiſ- 
ſed it with great devotion, I opened with the at- 
molt eagerneſs, and was ble{i:d with her appro- 
bation in theſe terms. 


«SIR. | 
« I. O fay I look upon you with indifference, 
would be a piece of diſumulation, which 
I think no decorum requires, and no cuſtom 
can juſtify. Es my heart never felt an impreſ- 
ſion that my tongue was aſhamed to declare, I 
will not ſcruple 10 own myſelf pleaſed with 
your pation, confident of your integrity, and 
ſo well convinced of my own diſcretion, that I 
ſhould not heſitate in granting you the inter- 
view you defire, were I not over awed by the 
prying curioiity of a malicious world, the cen— 
«* lure of which might be fatally prejudicial to the 
* reputation of | 
. „ Hur 
| «6 Naa ciss .“ 


* 
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No Archorite, in the extacy of devotion, ever 
adored a relique with more fervor than that with 
which I kiſſed this inimitable proof of my charm. 
er's candor, generoſity and affection! I read it 
over an hundredtimes ; was raviſhed with her con- 
feſhon in the beginning; but the ſubſcription of 
Your Naxc1ssA, yielded me ſuch delight as I had 
never felt before! My happineſs is ſtill increaſed 
by Miſs Williams, who bleſſed me with a repeti. 
tion of her lady's tender expreſſions in my fayour, 
when ſhe received and read my letter. In 
ſhort, J had all the reaſon in the world to believe 
that this gentle creature's boſom was poſſeſſed by 
a paſũon for me, as warm, though perhaps not 
ſo impetuous, as mine for her. 

informed my friend of the Squire's conſent, 
with regard to my dancing with Narciſſa at the 
ball. and deſired her to tell her miſtreſs, that 1 
would do myſelf the honour of viſiting her in the 
. afternoon, in conſequence of his permiſſion, when 
] hoped to find her as indulgent as her brother had 
been complaiſart in that particu! lar.— Miſs WII. 
liams expreſſed a good deal of joy, at hearing 1 
Vas fo mech in favour with the fox-hunter, and 

ventured to aſſure me, that my viſit would be very 
agreeable to my miſtreſs, the rather becauſe Bruin 
was engaged to dine abroad. This was a circum- 
Nance, which I ſcarce need ſoy pleaſed me.---1 
went immediately to the long room, where I found 
him, and affecting to know nothing of his engage- 
ment, told him, : would do myſelf the pleaſurc 40 
await upon him in the afternoon, and to prefer: 
his ſiſter with a ticket for he bl. He ſhook me 
by the hand, according c cανtiν, and giving me i0 
underſtand that he was to dine abroad, deſired we 
to go and drink tea with Narciſia gutx Nuflanding, 
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and promiſed to prepare her for my viſit in the 
mean time. 

Every thiug ſucceeding thus to my wiſh, I wait- 
ed with incredible patience for the time, which re 
ſooner arrived, than I haſtened to the ſcene, which 
my fancy had pre. occupied long before. I was in- 
troduced accordingly, to the dear enchantreſs, 
whom 1 found accompanied by Miſs Williams, 
who, on pretence of ordering tea, retired at my ap- 
proach. — This favourable accident, which alarmed 
my whole ſoul, diſordered her alſo—l found my- 
ſelf actuated by an irreſiſtable impulſe, I advanced 
to her with eagerneſs and awe ;z and profiting by 
the confuſion that prevailed over her, claſping the 
fair angel in my arms, and imprinting a glowing 
kiſs upon her lips, more ſoft and fragrant than the 
dewy roſe · bud, juſt burſt.*, from the ſtem ! Her 
face was in an inſtant. covered with bluſhes, her 
eyes ſparkled with reſentment; I threw myſelf at her 
feet, and implored her pardon. <— Herdove be- 
came advocate in my cauſe; her look foftened in- 
to forgiveneſs, ſhe raiſed me up, and chid me with 
ſo much ſweetneſs of diſpleaſure,that I was tempt- 
ed to repeat the offence, had not the coming of a 

zrvant with the tea-board prevented my preſump- 
tion. While we were ſubject to be interrupted 
or over - heard, we converſed about the approachiog 
ball, at which ſhe promiſed to grace me as partner; 
but when the equipage was removed, and we were 
left alone, I reſumed the more intereſting theme, 
and expreſſed myſelf with ſuch tranſport and agita- 
tion, that my miſtreſs, fearing I would commit 
ſome extravagance, rung the bell for her maid, 
whom ſhe detained in the room, as a check upon 
My vivacity.---I was not ſorry for this precaution, 
becauſe JI could unboſom myſelf without reſerve, 
Vol. II. Ff 
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before Miſs Williams, who was the confidante of 
us both- I therefore gave a looſe to the inſpirati- 
ons of my paſſion, which operated ſo ſucceſsfully 
upon the tender affections of Narciſſa, that ſhe laid 
aſide the reſtraint ſhe had hitherto wore, and bleſ- 
ſed me with the moſt melting declaration of her 
mutual flame l It was impoſſible for me to for- 
bear taking the advantage of this endearing con- 
deſcenſion. She now gently yielded to my em- 
brace, while I, encircling all that 1 held dear within 
my arms, taſted in advance, the joys of that para- 
diſe I hoped, in a little time, wholly to poſſeſs !--- 
We ſpent the afternoon in all the extacy of hope 
that the moſt fervent love, exchanged by mutual 
vows, could inſpire ; and Miſs Williams was fo 
much affected with our chaſte carefles, which re- 


called the ſad remembrance of what ſhe was, that 


her eyes were filled with tears. 
The evening being pretty far advanced, I forced 


myſelf from the dear object of my flame, who in- 


dulged me in a tender embrace at parting ; and re- 
pairing to my lodgings, communicated to my 
friend Strap every circumſtance of my happineſs, 
which filled him with ſo much pleaſure, that it ran 
over at his eyes; and he prayed heartily, that no 
envious Devil might, as formerly, daſh the cup of 
bleſſing from my pes. Wben I reflected on what 
had happened, and eſpecially on the unreſerved 
proteſtations of Narciſſa's love, I could not help 
being amazed at her omitting to enquire into the 
particular circumſtances of the hfe-and fortune of 
one whom ſhe had favoured with her affection, 
and I begas to be a little anxious about the ſituati- 
on of her finances; well knowing that I ſhould do 


an irreparable injury to the perſon my ſoul held 


moſt dear, if I ſhould eſpouſe her, withont being 2. 
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ple to ſupport her in the rank which was certainly 
her due---I had heard, indeed, while I ſerved her 
aunt, that her father had Jeft her a conſiderable 
ſum ; and that every body believed ſhe would in- 
herit the greateſt part of her kinſwoman's dowry ; 
but I aid not know how tar ſhe might be reſtricted 
by the old gentleman's will, in the enjoyment of 
what he left her; and | was too well informed of 
the virtuoſi's "es conduct, to think my miſtreſs 
could have any expectations from that quarter.--I 
confided, however, in the good ſenſe and delicacy 
of my charmer, who, I was ſure, would not con- 
ſent to unite her fate with mine, before ſhe had 
fully conſidered and provided for the conſequence. 

The Ball-night being arrived, J dreſſed myſelf 
in a ſuit I had reſerved for ſome grand occaſion; 
and having drank tea with Nareiſſa and her bro- 
ther, conducted my angel to the ſcene, where ſhe 
in a moment eclipſed all her female competitors 
for beauty, and attracted the admiration of the 
whole aſſembly.— My heart dilated with pride on 
this occaſion, and my triumph rejected all bounds, 
when, after we had danced together, a certain no- 
bleman, remarkable for his figure and influence in 
the beau monde, came up, and in the hearing of 
all preſent, honoured us with a very particular 
compliment, upon our accompliſhments and ap- 
pearances ; but this tranſport was ſoon checked, 
when I perceived his lordſhip attach himſelf with 
great aſhduity to my miſtreſs ; and ſay ſome warm 
things, which, I thought, Gvoured too much of 
paſnon. It was then I began to feel the pangs of 
Jealouſy. I dreaded the power and addreſs of my 
rival. I ſickened at his diſcourſe z when {he open- 
ed her lips to anſwer, my heart died within me 
when ſhe ſmiled I felt the pains of the damned! 
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J was enraged at his preſumption ; 1 curſed hep 


complaiſance ! at length he quitted her, and went 
to the other ſide of the room. Narcitſa ſuſpectirg 
nothing of the rage that inflamed me, put ſome 
queſtions to me as ſoon as he was gone, to which 
I made no other reply than a grim look, which too 
well denoted the apitation of my breait, and ſur- 
prized her not a little. She no ſooner obſerved my 
emotion than ſhe changed colour, and aiked what 
ailed me; but before 1 could make aniwer, her brg- 
ther pulling me by the {leeve, bid me take notice of 
a lady who ſat fronting us, whom I immediately, 
to my vaſt aſtoniſhment, diſtinguithed to be Melin- 
da, accompanied by her mother and an elderly 
gentleman, whom 1 did not know. © Wounds! 
„Mr Randan (cried the Squire), is ſhe not a de- 
« licate piece of ſtuff! Sdeath ! | have a good 
« mind, if I thought ſhe was a ſingle perſon.” 
Notwithſtanding the perplexity I was in, I hadre- 
flection enough to foreſee that my paſſion might 
ſuffer greatly by the preſence of this lady, who, in 
all probability, would revenge herſelf upon me 
for having formerly diſgraced her, by ſpreading 
reports to my prejudice. I-was therefore alarme| 
at theſe ſymptoms of the Squire's admiration ; and, 
for ſome time did not know what reply to make, 
when he aſked my opinion of her beauty. At 
length I came to a determidation, and told him 
that ber name was Melinda, that ſhe had a fortune 
of ten thouſand pounds, and was ſaid to be under 
promiſe of marriage to a certain Lord, who defer- 
red his nuptials, untill he ſhould be of age, Which 
would happen in a few months: I thought this 
piece of intelligence, which I had myſelf invented, 
would have hindered him effectually from enter- 
taining any further thought of her. But L Was 
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egregiouſſy miſtaken: The fox hunter had too 
much ſelf- ſufficiency to deſpair of ſucceſs with any 
competitor on earth. He therefore made light of 
her engagement, ſaying, with a ſmile of ſclf-appro- 
bation, „ Mayhap the will change her mind, 
« what ſignifies his being a Lord? I think myſelt 
« as good a man as e'er a Lord in chriſtendom ; 
« and I'll ſee if a Commoner worth three thouſand 
« a- year wont ſerve her turn.” This determina- 
tion ſtartled me not a little; I knew he would ſon 
diſcover the contrary of what I advanced, and as 1 
believed he would find her ear open to his ad- 
dreſſes, did not doubt of meeting with every obſta- 
cle in my amour, that her malice could invent, 
and her influence with him execute. This re- 
flection increaſed my chagrin. My vexation was 
evident. Narciſſa inſiſted on going home imme- 
diately; and as I led her to the door, her noble 
admirer, with a look full of languiſhment, direc- 
ted to her a profound bow, which ſtung me tg 
the ſoul. Before ſhe went into the chair, ſhe 
aſked, with an appearance of concern, what was 
the matter with me? and I could pronounce no 
more than, By Heaven ! I am diſtracted !”? 


— _ — 
_ — a al P's $3 wpye—o > op 5 = 1 3 > * 5 2 2 
1 * — 2 p 8 — = * - — —— 2 2 -w 
"AY Hake * . * — —— — — betas orgy 
4 , - =; 22 B32 2 8 — 2 4 - - © p64 — — 
. * 3 a — — r 24 — 
W — „rn — » 4 „ — —— — = — — 


CIS TS _— 7 * * = — 2 
DOR OP ERS © - — - 6 — = 
2 lf — 2 - — r * <2 - 
* * — «d — - 5 = — — — Ne A — 2 £390 == > 
— * _ — — 4 r 2 — ———— - - - VL 4 TER A 
- * 2 f a Ribs 6. oy 28 04 — bg — 2 OTE. rr WS EE " - 
Haw ng. ERS eu > „ 25 — ot er ng — n - . . > 55 * * * 5 
8 - 2 © OMG” — — - . r 4 2 — 2 p DB. 2 * — ne * * ——ͤ—ĩ— —— — — — -_ 
1 2 * o — 3 i I 1 TH OS 7 — TRL" N _ - — 
i Cn Per UT 4" 5s 5 * 
— — 2 . — 


1 


hg = RES eo =. 
. 
$ Bu IR.» a 
— eating. 9 


my apartment almoſt 7 eg vented my 


2 ” 24 a - 7 $22 RI 8 — 
IF Er TER TL 8 
— 9 + K * 3 2 = — — 8 eats 
— — — , 


r . VIE > 
= W 2 A +>. * — 
r - * * p - 
— Hoo eo 
— en 
_ * — 
- I = En N 
SED 


230 THE ADVENTURES ON 


CHAP. LVIIL 


Tortured with jealouſy, I go home and abufe Strap receive 


a meſſage from Narciſſa, in conſequence of which T haſtent; 
her apartment, where her endearing «fſurances bariſh all 
my doubts and apprehenſions---in my retreat diſcover ſome- 
body in the dark, whom, ſuſpeting to be a ſpy, 1 reſolve to 
kill : But, to my great ſurprize, am convinced of his bes 
ing no other than Strap---Melinde flanders me---T become 
acquainted with Lord Quiverwit, who endeavours to furni 
me with regard to Narifſa---the Squire is introduced to his 
Lordſnip, and grows cold towards e- learn from ni 
confidante, that this nobleman profeſſes honourable love to my 
miſtreſs, who continues faithful to me, notwithſtanding the 
feandalous reports ſhe has heard to my prejudice------T am 
mortified with an a/Jurance that her whole fortune depends on 
the pleaſure of her brother--- Mr Freeman condoles me on the 
decline of my character, which Ivvindicate fo much to his ſa- 
tifaction that he undertakes to combat fame in my behalf. 


AVING uttered this exclamation, at which 
1 ſhe fighed, I went home in the condition 
of a frantic Bedlamite : and finding the fire in 


fury upon poor Strap, whoſe ear I pinched with 
ſuch violence, that he roared hideouſly with pain, 
and when I quitted my hold, looked ſo fooliſhly 
aghaſt, that no unconcerned ſpectator could have 
ſeen him without being ſeized with an immode- 
rate fit of laughter. It is true, I was ſoon ſenſible 
of the injury J had done, and aſked pardon for 
the outrage I had committed; upon which my 
faithful valet, ſhaking his head, ſaid, © I forgive 
“ you, and may God forgive you.“ But he could 
not help ſhecding ſome tears at my unkindneſs. 
L felt unſpeakable remorſe for what I had donc, 
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curſed my own ingratitude, and conſidered his 
tears as a reproach that my ſoul, in her preſent 
diſturbance could not bear. It ſet all my paſ- 
ſions into a new ferment, I {wore horrible oaths 
without meaning or application, I foamed at the 
mouth, kicked the chairs about the room, and 


played abundance of mad pranks that frightened 


my friend almoſt out of his ſenſes. At length my 
tranſport ſubſided, I became melancholy, and 
wept inſenſibly. 

During this ſtate of dejection, T was ſnryrized 
with the appearence of Miſs Williams, whom 
Strap, blubbering all the while, had conducted in- 
to the chamber, without giving me previous no- 
tice of her approach She was extremely affected 
with my condition, which ſhe had learned from 
him, begged me to moderate my pathon, ſuſpend 
my conjectures, and follow her to Narciſſa who de- 
fired to ſec me forthwith.·ᷣ That dear name opera- 
ted upon me like a charm! 1{tarted up. and with- 
out opening my lips, was conducted into her apart- 
ment, through the garden, which we entered by 
a private door.--I found the adorable creature in 
tears! I was melted at the fioht---we continued 
ſilent for ſome time---my heart was too full to 
ſpeak---her ſnowy boſom heaved with fond reſent- 
ment; at laſt ſhe ſobbing cried ; “ What have I 
« done to diſoblige you!?“ - My heart was pier- 
ced with the tender queſtion! I drew near with 
the utmoſt reverenge of affection ! I fell upon my 
knees before her, and king her hand, exclaim- 
ed, „O! thou art all c:udncls and perfection! 


« I am undone by my want of merit! I am un- 
% worthy to pofleſs thy charms, which heaven 
* hath deſtined for ſome more favoured being.“ 


She pnefied the cauſe of my diſquier, upbraid- 


—— 
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and chatters. 


% _—_ym—murder me, if you pleaſe ! 


a — —— 3 — — > 22s th ». Wine 
0 a * — ar” - 2 Fe — — — p — — — ＋ 22 p - = _— et " = — = 
_ ow" * x * 2 png 290 A 0 pl : 2 rat — — — — ——— 2 = — = - - 
8 . * * — 5 e . — 2 r 3 e Es 5 —— — 
3 » 4 ne” = - Fane i oo p 71723 K ; **. 4 . — - — ere 5 2 4 — 
. hs — - - 7 — . - — - —— - 
. — F r . T ä c AE . 3 
222. ͤ — ER wars — — n a 
* g Pn 8 N e . 4 * - N 2 : r. ä _ 
1212 > 7 ” p — * * * * * — * < 8 Z - — — — A n : F - 
\ „ p * 449d; — W a4 * TER? b- — WR . — 2 - Or he — — — II — 
1 22 —.— ö r n — < - — 2 * — - N 
* — „„ 2 * — 


6 Ui ene es * 
4 me# Ba 5 4 — 
33 Role. 4 ad —— 4 

22 I. , 2 - 

2 reins wt - 

N 1 > 7 - # 
2 : 2 

SO „* ti hn 

J ee 


" = — 
- — <4 7 
wb 23 , 
W e e ee 
— r 


232 THE ADVENTURES OP 


ed me pently for my ſuſpicion, and gave me 


flattering aſſurances of her eternal fidelity, 


ſuck 
that 


all my doubts and fears forſook me, and peace 


and ſatisfaction reigned within my breaſt. 


At midnight 1 left the kind nimph to her re. 


poſe, and being let out by Miſs Williams, at the 
garden pate, by which I entered, began to ex 


plore 


my way homeward in the dark, when 1 heard at 
my back a noiſe like that of a baboon when he mows 


tion ef the virtuous Narciſſa appeared in je 


{trained my arm : 


turned inſtantly, and perceirin 

ſomething black, concluded I was diſcovered by 
ſome ſpy, employed to watch for that purpoſe, 
Arouſed at this conjecture, by which the reputa- 


opar- 
dy, | drew my ſword, and would have 2 
him to her fame, had not the voice of Strap re- 
It was with great difficulty he 


could pronounce © D—d—d—do! mum—un 


effect had the cold upon his jaws, that his 
rattled like a pair of caſtanets.— Pleaſed 


Such an 


cet ch 


to be 
thus undeceived, | laughed at his conſternation, 
and aſked what brought him thither? Upon which 


he gave me to underſtand, that his concern for 


me had induced him to dodge me to that place, 
where the ſame reaſon had detaĩned him till now ; 
and he frankly owned, that in ſpite of the eſtecm 
be had for Miſs Williams, he began to be very 


uneaſy about me, conſidering the diſpoſition in 


which i went abroad; and if | had ſtaid 


much 


longer, would have certainly alarmed the neigh- 
bourhood in my behalf 
of this his intention confounded me ! | repreſcent- 
ed to him the miſchievous conſequences that 
would have attended ſuch a raſh action,. 
-eautioning him ſeverely againſt any fach debgn 
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tor the future, concluding my admonttion with 
an aſſurance, that in cate he ſhould ever act ſo 
madly, I Would without heſitation put him to 
death. Have a little patience fcried he 
„ in a lamentable tone) your diſpleaſure will do 
« the buſineſs, without your commuting murder.“ 
I was touched with this reproach ; and 
as ſoon as we got home, made it my buſineſs to 
appeaſe him, by explaining the cauſe of that tranſ- 
port, during which I had uſed him ſo unwor- 
thily. 

Next day when I went into the long room, 1 
obſerved ſeveral whilpets circulate all of a ſudden ; 
and did not doubt but Melinda had been buſy 
with my character; but | confoled myſelf with 
the love of Narciſſa, upon which I reſted with 
the molt perfect confidence, and going up to the 
rowly-powly table, won a few pieces from m 
ſuſpected rival, who with an eaſy politeneſs en- 
tcred into converſation with me, and defiring my 
company to the coffee-honſe, treated me with tea 
and chocolate. I remembered Strutwell, and 
guarded againſt his inſinuating behaviour; nor 
was my ſuſpicion wrong placed; he artfully turn- 
ed the diſcourſe upon Narciſfa, and endeavoured, 
by hinting at an intrigue he pretended to be en- 
gaged in elſewhere, to learn what connection there 
was between her and me. But all his fineſſe 
was ineffectual; I was convinced of his diſhmu- 
lation, and gave ſuch general anſwers to his en- 
quiries, that he was forced to drop the ſubject and 
talk of ſomething elſe. 

While we converſed in this manner, the ſavage 
came in, with another gentleman, who introdu- 
ced him to his lordſhip ; and he was received with 
ſuch pecaliar marks of diſtinction, that I was per- 
1 Go 
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ſuaded the courtier intended to uſe him in ſome 
ſhape or another; and thence Iconcei ved an un- 
lucky omen. But I had more cauſe to be diſmay. 
edgthe following day, when I faw the Squire iu 
company with Melinda and her mother, who ho- 
noured me with ſeveral diſdainful glances: and 
when I afterwards threw myſelf in his way, in- 
{tead of the cordial ſhake of the hand, returned 
my ſalute with the cold reception of “ Servart, 


ference, or rather contempt, that if he had not 
been Narciſſa's brother, I ſhould have affronted 
him in public. : 

Theſe occurrences diſturbed me not a little, I 
foreſaw the brooding ſtorm, and armed myſelf 
with reſolution for the occaſion ; but Narcifla be- 
ing at ſtake, I was far from being reſigned. 
I could have renounced every other comfort of 
life with ſome degree of fortitade ; but the pro- 
ſpect of loſing her, diſabled all my philoſophy, 
and tortured my ſoul into madneſs. | 
_ Miſs Williams found me next morning, full of 
anxious tumult, which did not abate when ſhe 
told me, that My Lord Quiverwit, having profeſ- 


to my lovely miſtreſs by her brother, who had at 
the ſame time, from the information of Melinda, 
ſpoke of me as an lriſh fortune-hunter, without 
either birth or eſtate to recommend me; who ſup- 
ported myſelf in the appearance of a gentleman 
by ſharping, and other infamous practices: and 
who was of ſuch an obſcure origin, that I did not 
even know my own extraction. Though 1 ex- 
pected all this, I could not hear it with temper, 
eſpecially, as truth was ſo blended with falſhood 
in the aſſertion, that it would be almoſt impoſh- 


« ſervant, which he pronounced with ſuch indif. 


ſed honourable intentions, had been introduced 
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ble to ſeparate the one from the other in my vin- 
dication. — But I ſaid nothing on this head, be- 
ing impatient to know how Narciſſa had been af- 
ſected with the diſcovery. The generous crea- 
ture, far from believing theſe imputations, was 
ro ſooner witWirawn with her confidante, than 
ſhe inveighed with great warmth apainit the male- 
yolence of the world, to which only ſhe aſcribed 
the whole of what had been ſaid to my diſadvan- 
tage; and calling every circumſtance of my be- 
kaviour to her, into review before her, found eve- 
ry thing ſo polite, honourable and diſintereſted, 
that ſhe could not harbour the leaſt doubt of my 
being the gentleman I appeared to be.—* I have 
« indeed (ſaid ſhe) purpoſely forbore to afk the 
« particulars of his life, leſt the racapitulation 
« of ſome misfortunes, which he has undergone, 
« ſhould give him pain: And as to the article 
of his fortune, I own myſelf equally afraid of 
« enquiring into it, and of diſcovering the ſitu- 
« ation of my own, leſt we ſhould find ourſelves 
„both. unhappy in the explanation! for alas! 
« my proviſion is conditional, and depends en- 
te tirely on marrying with my brother's conſent,” 
Thunderſtruct with this intelligence, the light 
forſook my eyes, the colour vaniſhed from my 
cheeks, and I remained in a ſtate of univerſal tre- 
pidation! My female friend perceiving my diſ- 
order, encouraged me with affarances of Narcif- 
ſa's conſtancy, and the hope of ſome accident 
favourable to our love; and as a further conſola- 
tion let me know, that ſhe had acquainted my 
miſtreſs with the out- lines of my life; and that 
although ſhe was no ſtranger to the preſent low 
ſtate of my finances, her love and eſteem were ra- 
ther encreaſee. than Ciminiſhed by the knowled oe 
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of my circumſtances.— I was greatly comforted 

by this aſſurance, which ſaved me a world of con- 
tufion and anxiety: For I muſt have imparted 
my fituation one day to Narciſſa; and this 1 
could not have done without ſhame and diſor- 


| der. 


As I did not doubt, that by this time the feanda. 
lous aſperſions of Melinda were diffuſed all over 
the town, I reſolved to recollect my whole ſtrength 
of aſſurance, to brow- beat the efforts of her malice, 
and to publiſh her adventure with the Frenchifield 
barber, by way of repriſal. In the mean time, 
having promiſed to be at the garden- gate about 
midnight, Miſs Williams took her leave, bidding 
me repoſe myſelf entirely on the affection of m 
dear Narciſſa, which was as perfect as inviolable. 
— Before I went abroad, I was viſited by Freeman, 
who came on purpoſe to acquaint me with the in- 
famous ſtories, that were raiſed at my expence ; 
1 heard them with great temper, and in my turn 


informed him of everything that had happened be- 


tween Melinda and me; and among other things 
entertained him. with the ſtory of the barber, let- 
ting him know what ſhare his friend Banter had 
in that affair. He was convinced of the injury 
my reputation had ſuffered, and no longer doubt- 
ing the ſource from whence this deluge of ſlander 
had flowed npon me, undertook to undeceive the 
town in my behalf, and roll the ſtream back up- 
en its origin; but in the mean time cautioned me 
from appearing in public, while the prepoſicſion 

as Krong againſt me, leſt T ſhould meet with 


8 font that might have bad conſequenecs. 
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CHAP. LIX. 


Ereceive an extraordinary ne age at the door of the long room, 
which T however enter, and affront the Squire. who ; threats 
eas 19 take the law of me---rebuke Melinda for her malice 
---ſhe weeps with vexation--- Lord Durverwit is ſevere up- 
on me- I retort his . re eee received With the ut; lt 

enderneſs by Narciſſu, who deſires ib hear the ſtory 07 107 
life --we vow eternal conſtancy ts one another.] retire- -- 
em waked by a meſſenger, who. brings a challenge from 
Suiverwit, whom 1 meet, engage, and van quifh, 


TANK ED him for his advice, which, how ever, 
1 my pride and reſentment w es not permit me 
to follow ; for he no ſooner left me in order to 
do julc1 ice to my character among his friends and 
acquaintance, than. ! ſallied out, and went directly 
to the long room. vas met at the door by a 
ſervant, who preſented to me a billet, without a 
ſubſcription, importing that my preſence was diſ- 
aorecable to the Stir ah and defiring I would 
take the hint without further diſturbance, and be- 
ftow myſelf elſewhere for the future. — This pe- 
remptory meiſage filled me with indignation. — 
I followed the fellow who delivered! it, and ſeizing 
him by the collar, in prefence of ail the compa 5 
threatzned to put him inſtantly to death, if he did 
rot diſcover the ſcoundrel who had charged him 
with {ſuch an impudent commiſſion, that 1 might 
puniſh him as he deferved — The meilenger, af- 
frighted at my menaces and furious looks, fell 
upon his knees, and told me, that the gentleman 
who ordered him to deliver the letter, was no o- 
mer than Narciſſa's brother, Who, at that time, 
499d at the other end of the room, talking to. 
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Melinda. 


I went up to him immediately, 


and, in the hearing of his inamorata, acc Mea a 
him in theſe words: „ Lookee, Squire, was it re 
& not for one conſideration that protects you from ot: 
& my reſentment,. I would cane you where you 450 
& ſtand, for having had the preſumption to fend hot 
« me this ſcurrilous intimation,” which ] tore hho 
to pieces, and threw in his face; at the ſame not 
time darting an angry regard at his miſtreſs, and 26h 
telling her, 1 was ſorry ſhe had put it out of my m 
power to compliment her upon her invention, but pe 
at the expence of her good nature and veracity, 100 
Her admirer, whoſe covrage never roſe en 
but in proportion to the wine he had ſwallowed, th 
inſtead of reſenting my addreſs in what ts called ſp 
an honourable way, threatened to proſecute me it 
for an affault, and took witneſſes accordingly ; 
while ſhe, piqued at his puſillanimous behaviour, 4 
and enraged at the ſarcaſm J had uttered againſt h 
her, endeavoured to make her quarrel a public q 
cauſe, and wept aloud with ſpite and vexation, 5 
Ine tears of a lady could not fail of attracting b 


the notice and concern of the ſpectators, to whom 
ſhe complained of my rudeneſs with great bitter. 
nels, ſaying, if ſhe was a man ] durſt not uſe her 
o. — The greateſt part of the gentlemen, already 
prejudiced againſt me, were offended at che liberty 
I had taken, as appeared from their looks; though: 
none of them ſigniſied their diſguſt any other way, 
except my Lord Quiverwit, who ventured to ſay, 
with a ſneer, that J was in the right to eſtabliſh my 
own character, of which he had now no longer any 
doubt. Nettled at this ſevere eguivoque, which 
raiſed a laugh at my expence, I rephed with ſome 
warmth, „I am proud of having, in that particu- 
„lar got the ſtart of your Jordſhip.” — He made 
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no anſwer to my repartee, but, with a contemptu- 
ons ſmile, walked oi, leaving me in a very diſa- 
greeable ſituation. la vain did I make up to ſe- 
veral people of my acquaintance, whoſe converſa- 
tion, I hoped, would baniſh my confuſion ; every 
body ſhunned me like a perſon infected, and 1 
ſhould not have been able to bear my diſgrace, had 
not the idea of the ever faithful and fond Narciſſa 
come to my relief. quitted the ſcene of my 
mortiſication, and ſauntering about the town, hap- 
pened to wake from my contemplation, wheu [ 
found myſelf juſt oppoſite to a toy-ſhop, which J 
entered, and purchaſed a ring, ſet with a ruby, in 
the form of an heart, ſurrounded by diamond 
ſparks, for which I paid ten guineas, intending 
it for a preſent to the charmer of my ſoul. 

I was intraduced, at the hour appointed, to this 
divine creature, who, notwithitanding what ſhe 
had heard to my diſadvantage, received me with 
the utmoſt confidence and tenderneſs ; and having 
been informed of the general ſketches of my life, 
by Miſs Williams, expreſſed a deſire of knowing 
the particular circumſtances, which I related with 
great candour, omitting, however, ſome things 
which I concluded altogether improper for herear, 
and which the reader's reflection will eaſily ſug- 
geſt. As my ſtory was little eife than a recital of 
misfortunes, the tear of ſympathy ſeaſed not to 
trickle from her enchanting eyes, during the whole 
of the narration, which, when ] had finiſhed, ſhe 
recompenced me for my trouble with the moſt en- 
dearing proteſtation of eternal love. She be- 
wailed her reſtricted condition, as it was the means 
of retarding my happineſs ; told me, that Lord 
{Quiverwit, by her brother's permiſſion, had been 
tv drink tea with her that very afternoon, and aftu« 
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ally propoſed marriage; and, ſeeing me extreme!, 
affected with this piece of information, offered tc, 
give me a convincing pt oof of her affection, h) 
efpouting me in private, and leaving the reſt tq 
fate. was penetrated with this inſtance of her 
regard, bat hat I might not be outdone in genero- 
ſity, reſiſted the bewitching temptation, in conſi— 
deration of her honour and intereſt ; ; at the ſans 
time preſented my ring as a pledge of my inviolable 
attachment, and on my knees implored heaven to 
ſhower its curſes on my head, if ever my heat 
ſhould entertain one thought unworthy of the pal. 
ſion that I then rowed. She received my token, 
gave me, in return, ber picture in miniature, exqui. 
ſitely drawn, and ſet in gold; and, in the fame 
poſture, called heaven to witneſs ard to judge her 
flame — Our vows thus reciprocally breathed, a 
confidence of hope enſued, and our mutual] fond. 
neſs becoming as intimate as innocence would a]. 
low, I grew inſenſible of the progreſs of time, ard 
it was morning before I could tear myſelf from this 
darling of my foul ! My good angel force 
what would happen, and permitted me to indulhe 
myſelf on this occaſion, in conſideration of the ſa 
tal abſence J was docmed to ſuffer, 

vent to bed immediately on my return to ny 
Jogging, and having ſlept about two hours, wi 
waked by Strap, who, in great confuſion, told me 
there was a footman below with a letter for me, 
which he would deliver to no body but myſelf — 
A larmed at this piece of news, I defired my friend 
to ſhew him up to my chamber, and received 
letter from him, which, he ſaid, required an im. 
mediate anſwer : upon which 1 opened it, and 
rend, 
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« SIR, 
ec W H EN any man injures my honour, let 


the difference of rank between us be ever 
4 ſo great, Jam contented to wave the privilege 
« of my quality, and ſeek reparation from himon 


« equal terms. — The infolence of your reply 


« to me yeſterday, in the long-room, I might 
© have overlooked, had not your preſumptive e- 
« mulation, in a much more intereſting 1 affair, and 
« adiſcovery which I made this morning, concur- 
« red in perſuading me to chaſtiſe your audacity 
« with my {word. If you, therefore, have 
„ ſpirit enough to Campo the character you aſ- 
© ſume, you will not fail to follow the bearer 
„immediately to a convenient place, where you 
& ſhall be met by QQUIVERWIT.' 


Whether I was enervated by the love and fa— 
vour of Narcifla, or awed by the ſuperior ſtation 
of my antagoniſt, I know not, but I never had a 
loſs inclination to fight than at this time: How- 
cver, finding there was a neceſhty for vindicating 
the reputation of my miſtreſs, as well as for al 
{erting my own honour, I forthwith roſe, and dreſ- 
ing in a hurry, put on my word, bid Strap at- 
zend me, and let out with my conductor, curing 
my bad fortune all the way, for having been ob: 
ſerved in my return from my angel, for ſo! inter- 
preted his Lordſhip! s diſcovery. When ] came 
within fight of my rival, his lackey told me he had 
orders to ſtop; upon which, I commanded Strap 
to halt alſo, while I walkea forward; reſolved, it 
poſſible, to come to an explanation with my chal- 
!:nger, before we ſhould come to battle, —Nor 
was an opportunity wanting; for | no ſooner ap- 
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proached, than he all 1;ed, with a ſtern counte. 
nance, what buſineſs J had in Mr A garden, 
ſo early in the morning? I don't know, 
„ my Lord, (ſaid I) how to anſwer a queſtion put 
& to me with ſuch a magiſterial haughtineſs, ——-. 
ce If your Lordſhip will pleaſe to expoſtulate calm. 
& Jy, you will have no cauſe to repent of your con- 
& deſcenſion Otherwiſe, I am not to be in- 
6 timidated into any confeſſion, —** There's no 
& room for denial (anſwered he) I ſaw you come 
& out with my own eyes.” — Did any other 
& perfon ſee me!“ (ſaid I)—* 1 neither know 
&* nor care; (ſaid he) | wantno other evidence than 
& that of my own ſenſes.” Pleaſed to hear that 
the ſuſpicion was confined to him alone, J endea- 
voured to appeaſe his jealouſy, by owning an in- 
trigue with the waiting-maid ; but he Had too 
much diſcernment to be ſo eafily impoſed upon, 
and told me there was only one way to convince? 
him oſthe truth of what I alledged; which was 
no other than renouncing all claim to Narciſſa up- 
on oath, and promiſing, upon honour, never to 
fpeak to her for the future. = Exaſperated at this 
propoſal, I unſheathed my ſword, ſaying. Hea- 
* vens! what title have you, or any man on earth, 
« to impoſe ſuch terms on me! He did the ſame, 
and, making towards me, with a contracted 
biows: {aid I was a villain, and had diſhonoured 
Narciſſa.—“ He's a ſcandalous villain (I replied, 
„in a tranſport of fury) who brands me with 
ce that imputation ! She is a thouſand times more 
& chaſte than the mother who bore you ; and ] 
& will aſſert her honour with my heart's blood! 
So ſaying, I ruſhed upon him with more eager- 
neſs than addreſs, and endeavouring to get with- 
n his point, receired a wound in my neck, which 
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redoubled my rage. He excelled me in temper 
as well as in ſkill, by which means he parried m 

thruſts with great calmneſs, until I had almoſt ex- 
hauſted my ſpirits; and when he perceived me be- 
ginning to flag, attacked me fiercely in his turn. 
Finding himſelt however, better oppoſed than 
he expected, he revived to follow his longe, and 
cloſe with me; accordingly, his {ſword entered my 
wailt-coat, on the fide of the breaſt bone, and 
running up between my ſhirt and ſkin, appeared 
above my Jett ſhoulder : I imagined that his wea- 
pon had perforated my lungs, and, of conſe— 
quence, that the wound was mortal: therefore de- 
termined not to die unrevenged, 1 ſeized 11+ fel! 
which was cloſe to his breaſt, before he could diſ— 
entangle his point, and keeping it faſt with my 
right, intending to run him through the heart; 
but he received the thruſt in his left arm, which 
penetrated up tothe ſhoulder-blade. — Diſappoint- 
ed in this expectation, and afraid ſtill that death 
would fruſtrate my revenge, I grappled with him, 
and being much the {tronger, threw him upon the 
ground, where I wreſted his ſword out of his 
hand, and fo great was my confuſion, inſtead of 
turning the point upon him, ſtruck out three of 
his fore-teeth with the hilt.—In the mean time, 
our ſervants ſeeing us fall, ran up to ſeparate and 
aſh# us; but before their approach, I was upon- 
my feet, and had diſcovered that my{ſuppoſed mor- 
tal wound was only a flight ſcratch. The know- 
ledge of my own ſafety diſarmed me of a good 
deal of my refeatment, and i began to enquire 
with ſome concern into the fituation of my antago- 
niſt, who remained on the ground, bleeding picn- 
tifully at his mouth and arm, —1 helped this foot- 
man to raiſe him, and having bound uy his wound 
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with my handkerchief, aſſured him it was not dan. 
gerous; 1 likewiſe reſtored his ſword, and offer. 
ed to ſupport him to his own houſe, — He thanked 
me with an air of ſullen dignity : and whiſpering 
to me, that I ſhould hear from him ſoon, went a. 
way leaning on his ſervant's ſhoulder. 

I was ſurprized at this promiſe, which I con- 
ſtrued into a threat, and reſolved, if ever be 
ſhould call me out again, to uſe whatever advan. 
tage fortune might give me over him in another 


with horror; and (after having recovered him from 
his &xtacy, with an aſſurance that I had received 
no damage) to explain the nature of this affair as 
we walked homeward, By that time I had got 
into my apartment, 1 found the wound in m 
neck {tiff and uneaſy, and a good deal of clotted 
blood run down upon my ſhirt: Upon which [ 
pulled off my coat and waiſt-coat, and unbuttoned 
my collar, that I might drefs it with more eaſe, 
My friend no ſooner perceived my fhirt quite 
dyed with blood, than imagining I had got at leaſt 
twenty dreadful wounds, he cried, „O Jeſus!“ 
and fell flat on the floor. l ſtopt the bleeding 
with a little dry lint, and applying a plaiſter over 
it, cleaned myſelf from the gore, ſhifted and dreſ- 
fed while be Jay ſenſeleſs at my feet; ſo that 
when he recovered and ſaw me perfectly well, he 
could ſcarce beliere his own eyes. Now that 
the danger was paſt, ] was very well pleaſed with 
what had happened, which I did not doubt, would 
ſocn become known, and conſcquently digniß 
my character not a little in this place. — IL was ailo 
proud of having ſhewn myſelf, in ſome ſhape, 
worthy of the love of Narcifla, who, 1 was per- 


manner. — In the mean time, I had leiſure to 
take notice of Strap, who ſeemed quite ſtupiſied- 
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ſuaded, would not think the worſe of me for That 
J had done. 5 


e HAP. LX. 


I am viſited by Freeman, with whom T appear in public, and 
am care{ſed am ſent for by Lord Quiveruit, whoſe 
"preſence I quit in a paſſion Narciſſa is carried of by 
ter brother. 1 intend te purſue him, and am diſſuaded by 
my. friend engage in play and loſe all my money 
fet ot for London Iry my fortune at the gaming-table 
without ſucceſs receive a letter from Narcifſa——--bilk 
my taylor. | 


HiLE I entertained myſelf with theſe re- 
flections, the news of this duel being 
communicated by ſome unknown channel, ſpread 
all over the town, [ was viſited by Freeman, 
who teſtified his ſurprize at finding me, havin 
been told, that Lord Quiverwit being dead of his 
wounds, I had abſconded, in order to avoid the 
cognizance of the law. I aſked if people gueſſed 
the occaſion of the quarrel ; and underſtanding it 
was attributed to his Lordfhip's reſentment of my 
reply in the long-room, confirmed that conjec- 
ture, glad to find Narciſſa unſuſpected. My 
friend, after | had aftured him that my antagoniſt 
was in no danger, wiſhed me joy of the event, 
than which, he ſaid, nothing could happen more 
opportunely to ſupport the idea he had given of my 
character, to his friends, among whom he had 
been very athduous in my behalf. 
On the ſtrength of this aſſurance, I went with 
him to the coffee-houſe, where I was ſaluted by a 
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great many of thoſe very perſons who ſhunned me 
the preceding day. And I found every body 
making merry with the ſtory of Melinda's French 
gallant While I remained in this place, L re. 
ceived a meſſage from Lord Quiverwit, defiring, 
it J was not engaged, to ſee him at his hovſe, 
Thither I immediately repaired, and was con. 
ducted to an apartment, where I was received b 
his Lord ſhip in bed. Being left by ourſcives, 
he thanked me in very polite terms, for having tu. 
fed the advantage fortune had given me over him, 
with ſuch moderation; and aſked pardon for any 
offence his reſentment might have prompted him 
to commit.—* | would willingly, (ſaid he) make 
„ you my friend; but as it is impoſhble for me to 
« diveſt myſelf of my paſſion for Narciſſa, I am 
© too well convinced of your ſentiments, to think 
« we ſhall ever agree on that ſubjz&. I took the 


“liberty, therefore of {ending for you, in order 


% to own candidly, that I cannot help oppoſing 
6 your ſucceſs with that young lady; though at 
& the fame time, I promiſe to regulate my op- 
& poſition by the dictates of juſtice and honour ; 
« This, however, I think proper to advertiſe you 
&« of, that ſhe has no independant fortune, and if 
« you ſhould even ſuccced in your addreſſes, you 
« would have the mortification to ſee her reduced 
« to indigence, unleſs you have wherewithal to 
&« ſupport her. And I am credibly informed 
& of your incapacity that way—— Nay, I vill 
& confeſs, that urged by this coulideration, I 
& have actually ſent notice to her brother, of the 
& progreſs | ſuſpect you have made in her affection, 
&« and deſired him to take his precautions accor- 
« dingly.”—Alarmed and provoked at this infor. 


mation, I told his Lordſhip, that I did not les 
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how he could reconcile that piece of conduct with 
his profeſſion of open dealing, and flung away 
from him in a paſſion. | 
As I walked homeward, in hopes of hearing 
from my miſtreſs as uſual by means of Miſs Wil- 
liams, | was ſurprized with the waving of a hand- 
kerchief, from the window of a coach and fix 
that paſſed by me at full ſpeed ; and upon further 
obſervation, I ſaw a ſervant on horſe-back riding 
after it, who, I knew by his livery, belonged to 
| the Squire. —Thunderſtruck with this diſcovery, 
the knowledge of my misfortune ruſhed all at 


72 
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: | once upon my reflection! I gueſſed immediately 
e that the ſignal was made by the dear hand of Nar- 
» cif, who being hurried away in conſequence of 
Lord Quiverwit's meſſage to her brother, had no 


other method of relating her diſtreſs, and implo- 
e ning my aſſiſtance —Frantic with this conjecture, 


Ian to my Jodgings, ſnatched my piſtols, and or- 
dered Strap to get poſt horſes, with ſuch inco- 
rence of ſpeech and diſorder, that the poor valet, 
terrified with the ſuſpicion of another duel, inſtead 
W of providing what I deiired, went forthwith to 
Freeman, who being informed of my behaviour, 
came ſtraight to my apartment, and conjured me 
ſo pathericaily ro acquaint him with the cauſe of 
my uneaſineſs, that I could not refuſe to tell him, 
my happineſs was fled with Narciſſa, and that I 
naſt retrieve her or periſh. He repreſented the 
madneſs of ſuch an undertaking, and endeavour- 
Ned to divert me from it, with great ſtrength of 
friendſhip and reaſon : But all his arguments would 
are been ineffectnal, had he not put me in mind 
the dependance J ought to have on the love of 
arciſſa, and attachment of her maid, which 
p0uld not fail of finding opportunities enough, to 
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advertiſe me of their ſituation; and at the ſame 
time, demonſtrated the injury my charmer's repy. 
ration mult ſuffer from my precipitate retreat, [ 
was convinced and compoſed by theſe conſiders. 
tions. 1 appeared in public with an air of tran. 
quillity, was well received by the belt company in 
town, and. my misfortune taking air, condoled ac. 
cordingly ; while J had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
Melinda ſo univerſally diſcountenanced, that {hs 
was fain to return to London, in order to avoid 
the ſcoffs and cenſure of the ladies at Bath. — 
But though the hope of hearing from the darling 
of my ſoul ſupported my ſpirits a little while, 1 bs 
gan to be very uneaſy, when at the end of ſever] 
weeks, 1 found that expectation diſappointed. — 
In ſhort, melancholy arid deſpondence took po. 
ſeſſion of my ſoul ; and repining at that Provi. 
dence, which by acting the ſtepmother towards 
me, kept me from the fruition of my wiſhes, |] 
determined, in a fit of deſpair, to riſk all] had ar 
the gaming-table, with a view of acquiring a for- 
tone ſufficient to render me independant for life 
or of plunging myſelf into ſuch a ſtate of miſery, 
as would effectually eraſh every ambitious hop: 
that now tortured my Imagination, 

Actuated by this fetal reſolution, I engaoed in 
play, and aſter ſome turns of fortune, found mylci!, 
at the end of three days, worth a thouſand pounds; 
but it was not my intention to {top there, for which 
cauſe 1 kept Strap ignorant of my ſucceſs, and 
continued my career, until | was reduced to firc 
guineas, which I would have hazarded alſo, had! 


not been aſhamed to fall from a bett of two hun- 


dred pounds to ſuch a petty ſum. 
Having thus executed my ſcheme, I went home, 
amazed to find my ſelf fo much at eaſe, and in 
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formed my friend Strap of my miſchance, with 


{ach calmneſs, that he imagined | joked, affected 
to receive the tidings with great equanimity. 


But both he and | found ourſelves miſtaken very 


ſoon. [ had miſinterpreted my own ſtupidi- 
ty into deliberate reſignation, and he had reaſon to 


believe me in earneſt, when he ſaw me next mor- 


ning agitated with the molt violent deſpair, which 
he endeavoured to alleviate with all the conſolation 
in his power. 

In one of my lucid intervals, however, I charged 
him to take a place in the ſtage-coach for London; 

and in the mean time paid my ydebts in Bath, which 
amounted to thirty ſhillings only. Without taking 
leave of my friends, I embarked, Strap having the 
good fortune to find a return-horſe, and arrived in 
town, without having met any thing remarkable 
on the road; ſave that, while we croſſed Bagſhot 
Heath, I was ſeized with a ſort of inclination to re- 
trieve my fortune, by laying paſſengers under con- 
tridurion, in ſome ſuch place. My thoughts were 
ſo citcumſtanced at this time, that I ſhould have 
digeſted the crime of robbery, ſo righteouſly had | 
concerted my plan, and ventured my life in the 
execution, had I not been deterred 'by reflecting 
upon the infamy that attends detection. 

The apartment I formerly lived in being unen- 
gaged, I took poſſeſſion of it, and next day \ went in 
quelt of Banter, who received me with open arms, 
in expectation of having his bond diſcharged to his 
liking: But when he underſtood what had happen- 
ed, his countenance changed of a ſudden, and he 
told me, with a dryneſs of diipleaſure peculiar to 
himſelf, that if he was in my place, he would put 
it out of Fortane's power to play him ſuch another 

trick, and be ayenged of his own indiſeretion at 
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once. When I defired him to explain hig 
meaning, he pointed to his neck, raiſed himſelf on 
his tip- toes, and was going away without any fur. 

ther ceremony, when I put him in mind of my iy. 
digence, and ogy" the five guineas | had for- 
merly lent him. Five guineas ! {cried he) 
& Zonnds! had you ated with common prudence, 
« you might have had twenty thouſand in your 
«© pocket by this time. I depended upon tive 
“ hundred from you, as much as if I had had 
« notes for it in the bank: and by all the roles of 
& equity, you are indebted to me for that ſum,” 
] was neither pleaſed nor convinced by this com- 
putation, and inſiſted on my right with ſuch deter- 
mined obſtinacy, that he was fain ta alter his tone 
and appeaſe my clamour, by afuring me, that he 
was not maſter of five ſhilhngs.— Society in dil. 
treſs, generally promotes good underſtanding a- 
mong people; from being a dun, I deſcended to be 
« client, and aſked his advice about repairing my 
loſſes.— He counſelled me to have recourſe again 
to the oaming-table, where had ſucceeded fo well 
before, and to put myſelf in a condition, by felling 
ny watch — I followed his directions, and ba- 
ving accommodated him with a few pieces, went 
to the place, where J loſt every ſhilling. 

I returned to my lodgings full of deſperate reſo- 
jlution, and having made Strap acquainted with 
my fate, ordered him to pawn my {word immed:- 
ately, that I might be enabled to make another ef- 
fort. This affectionate creature no ſooner under- 


ſtood my purpoſe, than ſeized with inſuppreſſible 


ſorrow at the proſpect ef my miſery, he burſt into 
tears, and aſked what I propoſed to do after the 
fmall ſum he could raiſe on the ſword ſhould be 
ſpent: On my own account (ſaid he) Ian 
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« quite unconcerned ; for-while God ſpares me 
health and theſe ren-fingers, 1 can earn a com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence any where; but what muſt 
become of you, who have lets N to ſtoop, 
and more appetites to gratify?“ - Here 1 
interrupted him, by faying, with ea Hoomy aſpects 
could never want a . ee while 1 had a Toaded 
piſtol in poſieſhon. —Stupihed with h5rror at this 
dreadful inſinuation, he ſtood mute for ſome time, 
and then broke out into “ God, of his infinite 
e mercy,enabie you to withitand that temptation &f 
ce the devil ! — Conſider your immortal foul !— 

te there's no repentance in the orave ?=O Lord ' 
&« that ever it ſhould come to this !—Are we nor 
*« enjoined to relign ourlelves to the will of Ha- 
& ven !—where is your patience !— Durum Ha- 
« tientia frango—you are but a young man —- 
« there may be many good things in {tore for 
% you—accidit in puncto, quod no ſperatur 772 
% ⏑%ẽjÜe remember your uncle, Mr Bowling; 
&« perhaps he is now on his voyage home ward, 
« pleaſing himfelt with the hopes of ſindiog at 
& relieving you—nay, peradventure he is already 
&« arrived, the ſhip was expected about this time.“ 
A ray of hope ſhot athwart the darkneſs of 
my ſoul, at this ſuggeſtion; 1 thanked my friend 
for his Calnable recollection, and after havins 
promiſed to take no reſolution till his return, di . 
mifled him to Wapping for intelligence. 

In his abſence l was viſited by Banter, who be- 
ing informed of my bad luck at play, told me, that 
Fortune would probably be one day weary of per- 
ſecuting me. © In the mean time ſaid he,, here's 
&« a letter for you, which | received juſt now in- 
ee cloſed in one from Freeman. — ] ſnatched it 


with eagerneſs, and knowing the ſuperſcription to 
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be of Narciſſa's hand-writino, kiſſed it with trans. 
port, and having opened it, read, 


60 II. is with great difficulty, that I have ſtolen 
& = from the obſervation of thoſe ſpies who are 
e ſet over me, this opportunity of telling you, that 
] was ſuddenly carried away from Bath, by my 
5 brother, who was informed of our correſpon- 
„ dence by Lord Quiverwit, whom, 1 ſince un- 
« derſtand, you have wounded in a duel on my 
account — As I am fully convinced of your 
„ honour and love, J hope I ſhall never hear of 
& ſuch deſperate proofs of either for the future. 
] am ſo ſtrictly watched, that it will be impoſii- 
ble for you to ſee me, until my brother's ſuſpi- 
cion ſhall abate, or Heaven contrive ſome other 


cc 
66 


< time, you may depend on the conſtancy and af - 


« fection of Your own | 
c NaRCISSA.“ 


« P. S. Miſs Williams, who is my fellow pri- 
* ſoner, deſires to be remembered to you- - 
We are both in good health, and only in 

& pain for you, eſpecially, as it will be im- 
practicable for you to convey any meſſage 
or letter to the place of our confinement--- 
for which reaſon, pray deſiſt from the at- 
tempt, that by miſcarrying mult prolong 
„ our Captivity. 


This kind letter afforded me great conſolation : 
I communicated it to Banter, and at the {ame 
time, ſhewed him her picture: He approved of her 
beauty and good ſenſe, and could not help owning, 
that my neglcct of Miſs Snapper was excuſable, 


unforeſeen event in our behalf. ---In the mean 
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when ſuch a fine creature engroi2d my attenti- 
on. 

began to be reconciled to my fate, and ima- 
gined, that if I could contrive means of fubliiting 
until my uncle ſhould arrive, in caſe he was not 
already at home, that he would enable me to do 
ſomething effectual in behalf of my love and for- 
tune I therefore conſulted Banter about a pre- 
{ent ſupply, who no ſooner underſtood that 1 had 
credit with a taylor, than he adviſed me to take off 
two or three ſuits of rich cloaths, and convert 
them into cafh, by telling them at half price to a 
ſaleſman in Monmouth-flreet—l was a little ſtart- 
led at his propoſal, which l thought ſavoured a lit- 
tle of fraud; but he rendered it palatal le, by ob- 
ſerving, that in a few months J might be in a con- 
dition to do every body juſtice; ; and in the mean 
time I was acquitted by the hongſty of my inten- 
tion ſuffered myſelf to be perſuaded by his 
ſalvo, by which my neceſſity, rather than my 
judgment, was convinced; and when I found 


there were no account of the ip. in which my 


uncle embarked, actually put the icheme in pracs 
tice, and caſed by it tive and twenty onineas, 
paying him for his advice with the odd tive, 
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C H A P. LXI. 


Jam arreſted— carried to the Marſhalſea—fiad my old ac. 
tance beau Jackſon in that jail---be informs me of his den. 
tures---Strap arrives, and with difficulty is comforted. 
Fackſon iutroduces me to a poet I admire his conver{1:ic 
and capacity am deeply effected with my misfortune-=- Sirus 
bires bimſeclf as a journeyman barber. 


UT this expedient was, in a few weeke, at. 
tended with a conſequence I did not foreſee: 
A player having purchafed one of the ſuits which 
were expoſed to ſale, appeared in it on the ſtage 


one night, while my taylor unfortunately happen. 


ed to be preſent. —He knew it immediately, and 
enquiring minutely into the affair, diſcovered my 
whole contrivance : Upon which he came to my 
lodgings, and telling me that he was very much 
ſtraitened for want of money, preſented his bill, 
which amounted to 50 1. Surprized at this 
unexpected addreſs, I affected to treat him cavali- 


erly, ſwore ſome oaths, aſked if he doubted my 


honour, and telling him I ſhould take care whom 
I dealt with for the future, bid kim come again in 
three days. He obeyed me punctually, demanded 
his money, and finding himſelf amuſed with bare 
promiſes, arreſted me that very day in the ſtreet, 
I was not much ſhocked at this adventure, which, 
indeed, reſcued me from a horrible ſuſpence in 


which 1 had lived fince his firſt viſit. I refuſed to 


go to a ſpunging houſe, where I had heard there 
was nothing but the moſt flagrant impoſition; and 


a coach being called, I was carried to the Marſhal- 


ſea, attended by a bailiff and his follower, who 
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were very much CPI and chagrined at my 
reſolution. 

The turnkey gueſſing from my appearance, 
that I had got money in my pocket, received me 
with the repetition of the Latin word depore. and 
gave me to underſtand, that | muſt pay before- 
hand for the apartment I ſhould choſe to dwell 
in. deſired to ſee his convenicncies, and hir- 
ed a {mall paultry bed chamber, for a crown a 
week, which, in any other place, wonld not 

have lett at eighteen pence. — Having taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of this diſmal habitation, I ſent for Strap, 
and my thoughts were buſied in collecting matter 
of conſolation to that faithful Squire, when ſome- 
body knocked at my door, which J no ſooner 
opened, than a young fellow entered, ip very 
ſhabby cloaths and marvellous foul linen. Af- 
ter a Jow bow, he called me by my name, and 
aſked if 1 had forgot him. His voice aſſiſted me 
in recolleCting his perſon, which I ſoon recogniz- 
ed to be my old acquaintance beau Jackſon, of 
whom mention 1s made in the firſt part of my me- 
moirs. I ſaluted him, expreſſed my ſatisfac- 
tion at finding him alive, and condoled with him 
on his preſent ſituation ; which, however, did 
not ſeem to affect him much, for he laughed ve- 
ry heartily at the occaſion of our meeting ſo un- 
expectedly in this place. 

After our mutual compliments were over, J en- 
quired about his amour with the lady of fortune, 
which ſeemed to be near an happy concluſion 
when I had the pleaſure of ſeeing him laſt : And 
after an immoderate fit of laughter, he gave me 
to underſtand, that he had been egregiouſly bit in 
chat affair. You muſt know, (ſaid he) that a 


« few days after our adyenture with the bawd and 
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& her b—ches, I found means to be marrie 1, 
that fame fine lady you ſpeak of, and paſſed the 

& night with her at her lodgings, ſo much to her 
« {atisfation, that early in the morning g: after 
& a good deal of ſnivelling and ſobbing, lhe own. 
« ed, that ſo far from being heireſs "of a great 
„fortune, ſhe was no other than a common wo. 
© man of the town who had decoyed me into 
„ matrimony, in order to enjoy the privilege of 
& a female coverte; and that, unleſs | made 
«© my eſcape immediately, I ſhould be arreitcg 
s for a debt of her contracting, by bailiffs employ. 
« ed ard inſtructed for that purpoſe. —- Start. 
« led at this intimation, I got up in a twinkling, 
« and taking leave of my ſpouſe with ſevera] 
« hearty damns, got ſafe into the verge of the 
« court; where I kept ſnug until I was appoint. 
g ed ſurgeon? s mate of a man of war at Poriſ. 
“ mouth; for which place l ſer out on a Sunday, 
„ went on board of my ſhip, in which I failed 
& to the ac where | had the good fortune to 
* be made ſurgeon of a ſloop that came home 
in a few montks after, and was put out of com. 
6 miſfion: Whereupon I came to London, ima. 
% gining myſelf forgotten and freed from my 
6 wife and her creditors ; but had not been in 
«© town a week before I was arreited for a debt 
« of her's amounting to 20 l. and brought to this 
& place, where | have been fixed by another acti- 
on fince that time. However, you know 
«© my diſpoſition; I defy care and an xiety; and 
« being on the half. pay liſt, make ſhift to live 
* here tolerably eaſy.“ I congratulated him 
on his philoſcphy, and remembering that I was in 
k his debt, repaid the Deer be formerly tent : we, 
which I believe, was far from being unſeaſcnable 
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J then enquired about the economy ef the place, 
which he explained to my ſatisfaction ; and after 
we had agreed to meſs together, he was juſt po- 
ing to give orders for dinner when Strap arri- 
ved. 

I never in my life ſaw ſorrow ſo extravagantly 
expreſſed in any countenance, as in that of my 
honeſt friend, which was indeed particularly a- 
dapted by nature for ſuch impreſſions. — Being left 
by ourſelves, I communicated to him my diſaſter, 
and endeavoured to conſole him with the ſame ar- 

uments he had formerly uſed to me, withal re- 
preſented the fair chance I had of being relieved 
in a ſhort time by Mr Bowling, But his grief 
was unutterable; he ſeemed to give attention 
without liſtening, and wrung his hands in ſilence; 
ſo that I was in a fair way of being infected with 
his behaviour, whea Jackſon returned, and per- 
ceiving the deference 1 paid to Strap, altho' in a 
footman's habit, diſtributed ais crumbs of comfort 
with ſuch mirth, jollity and unconcern, that the 
features of the diſtreſſed Squire relaxed by de- 
grees, he recovered the uſe of ſpeech, and began 
to be a little more reconciled to this Jamentable 
event. We dined together on boiled beet and 
greens, brought from a cook's ſhop in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and altho' this meal was ſerved up in 
a manner little correſponding with the ſphere of 


life in which J had lately lived, I made a virtue of 
neceſſity, eat with good appetite, and treated my 


friends with a bottle of wine, which had the de- 
fired effect, of encreaſing the good humour of my 


fellow - priſoner, and exhilarating the ſpirits ot 
Strap, who now talked of my misfortune en C 


valier. 
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After dinner Jackſon left us to our private at:. 
fairs: when ] deſired my friend to pack up all our 
things, aud carry them to ſome cheap lodging he 
ſhould chuſe for himſelf in the neighbourhood dt 
the Marſhalſea, after he had diſcharged my Jodg- 
ing, for which I gave him money. —— Ilikewite 
recommended to him the keeping my misfortune 
ſecret, and ſaying to my landlord, or any other 
that ſhould enquire for me, that I vas gone into 
the country for a few weeks: At the fame time 
J laid ſtrong injunctions upon him to call ever 
ſecond day upon Banter, in caſe he ſhould receive 
any letters for me from Narciſſa, by the channel of 
Freeman ; and by all means to leave a direction 
for himſelf, at my uncle's lodgings in Wapping, 
by which I might be found when my kinſman 
ſhould arrive. 

When he departed to execute theſe orders, 
(which by the bye were punctually performed that 
very night) J found myſelf ſo little ſeaſoned to 
my ſituation, that I dreaded reſlection, and ſoughtt 
ſnelter from it in the company of the beau, who 
promiſing to regale me with a lecture upon taſte, 
conducted me to the common tide, where I ſaw 
a number of naked miſerable wretches aſftemble.! 
together. We had not been here many minutes 
when a figure appeared, wrapned in a dirty rug, 
tied about his Joins with two pieces of liſt, of 
different colours, knotted together; having black 
buſhy beard, and his head covered with a huge 
maſs of brown periwig, which ſeemed to have 
been raviſhed from the crown of ſome ſcare- crow. 
his apparition, ſtalking in with great ſo- 
lemnity, made a profound bow tothe audience, who 
ſigniſied their approbation by a general reſponſe 

of, «© How d'ye do, doctor?“ He then turned 


RODERICK RANDOM 259 


towards us, and honoured 3 with a parti- 
cular ſalutation, upon which my friend in a for- 
mal manner, introduced him to me, by the nume 
of Mr Melopoyn. This ceremony being over, 
he advanced into the middle of the congregation, 
which crowded around him, and hemming three j 
times, to my utter altoniſhment, pronounced with 
great figoificance of voice and geſture, a very 
elegant and ingenious diſcourſe upon the diffe- 
rence between genius and taſte, illuſtrating his 
aſſertions with apt quotations from the belt an- 
thors, antient as well as modern. When he had 
Gniſhed his harangue, which laſted a full hour, 
he bowed again to the ſpectators; not one of v hom: 
(1 was informed underſtood ſo much as a ſentence 
of what he uttered. T hey manifeſted, however, 
their admiration and eſteem by voluntary contribu- 
tions, which, Jackſon told me, one week with a- 
nother, amounted to eighteen-pence.— This mo- 
derate ſtipend, together with ſome ſmall preſents 
that he received for making up differences and 
deciding canſes amongſt the priſoners, juſt ena- , 
bled him to breathe and walk about in the gro- 
teſque figure I have deſeribed. I underſtood alſo 
that he was an excellent poet, and had compoſed 
a tragedy, which was allowed, by every body who 
had ſeen it, to be a performance of great merit; 
that his learning was infinite, his morals unex- 
ceptionable, and his modeſty invincible---Such 
a character could not fail of attracting my regard; 
| longed impatiently to be better acquainted with 
him, and deſired Jackſon would engage him to 
ſpend the evening in my apartment. . -<My re- 
queſt was granted, he favoured us with his com- 
pany, and in the cuurſe of our converſation, per- 


N that | had a ſtrong paſſion for the Belles 
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Lettres, acquitted himſelf ſo well on that ſubjes. 
that I expreited a fervent deſire of ſeeing his pro- 
ductions. In this too he gratified my in- 


clination :--- He promiſed to bring his tragedy to 


my room next day, and in the mean time enter- 
tained me with ſome detached pieces, which gave 


me a very advantageous idea of his poetical ta- 


lents.-- Among other things I was particularly 
pleated with ſome elegies, in imitation of Tibul— 


jus; one of which | beg leave to ſubmit to the 


reader, as a ſpecimen of his complexion and capa. 
city. | 


| . 
W HPRE now are all my flatt' ring dreams of jicy 
Monimia, give my ſoul her wonted reſt ;- 
Since firit thy beauty fix'd my roving eye, 
Heart-gnawing cares correde my penſive breaſt! 


955 II. 
Bet happy lovers fly where pleaſures call. 
With teliive ſongs beguile the fleeting hour; 
Lead beauty thro' the mazes of the ball, 


Or preſs her wanton in Love's roſe ate bow'r, 


III. 
For me, no wore I'll range th' empurpled mead, 
Where ſhepherd's pipe, and virgins dance around; 
Nor wander tro” the woodbine's fragrant ſhade, , 
Jo hear the muſic of the groves reſound. | 

IV. 5 
II! feek fome lonely church, or dreary hall, 
Where Fancy paints the glimm'ring taper blue, 
Where damps hang mould*ring on the ivy'd wall 
And theeted ghoſts drink up the midnight dew : 


V 
Phere, learu'd with hopeleſs anguith ard de ſpair 
A- wiz in ſelenee dier my fate. repine; | 
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Then with a long farewell to love and care, 
Jo kindred duſt my weary limbs conſign. 


VI. 
Wilt thou, Mo xIMIA, ſhed a gracious tear, 
On the cold grave where all my forrows reſt? 


Wilt thou ſtrew flow*'rs, applaud my love ſincere, 
And bid the turt lie light upon my breaſt ? 


] was wonderfully affected with this pathetic: 
complaint, which ſeemed fo well calculated for my 
own diſappointment in love, that 1 could not · help 
attaching the idea of Narciſſa to the name of Mo- 
niminia, and of forming ſuch melancholy preſages of. 
my paſſion, that I could not recover my tranquilli- 
ty ; and was fain to have recousle to the bottle, 
which prepared me for a profound ſleep that J could. 
not otherwiſe have enjoyed. —— Whether theſe 
impreſſions invited and introduced a train of other 
melancholy reflections, or my fortitude was all ex- 
hauſted in the effort I made againſt deſpondence- 
the firſt day of my impriſonment, I cannot deter- 
mine; but J awaked in the horrors, and found my 
imagination haunted with ſuch diſmal apparitions, 
that I was ready to deſpair. — And, I believe, the 
reader will own, that l had no great cauſe to con- 
cratulate myſelf, when [ conſidered my ſituation. 
I was 1aterrupted in the midſt of thele gloomy. 
apprehenſions by the arrival of Strap, who contri- 
buted not a little to the re- eſtabliſhment of m 
peace, by. letting me know he had hired himſelf as a 
iourn2yman barber; by which means he would: 
not only fave me a conſiderable expence, but even 
make ſhift to lay up ſomething for my ſubſiſtence, 
alter my money ſhould be ſpent, in caſe J ſhould: 
not be relieved before. fl | 
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CHAP, LXII. 


J read Melopoyn's tragedy,. and conceive a vaſt opinion et 
his genius- he recounts his adventures, : 


'T HILE we eat our breakfaſt together, 1 ac. 
quainted him with the character and 

condition of the poet, who came in with his play 
at that inſtant, and imagining we were engaged 
about buſineſs, could not be prevailed upon to ſit; 
but leaving his performance, went away. My 
friend's tender heart was melted at the fight of a 


neration for both theſe epithets) in ſuch miſery ; 
and aſſented with great chearfulneſs to a propoſal 
I made of clothing him with our ſuperflunics ; 
a taſk with which he charged himſelf, and depart. 
ed immediately to perform it. 

He was no ſooner gone, than ! locked my door 
and fat down to the tragedy, which I read to the 
end with vaſt pleaſure, not a little amazed at the 
conduct of the Managers who had rejected it.— 
The fable, in my opinion, was well choſen, and 
naturally conducted; the incidents intereſtipg, 
the characters beautifully contraſted, ſtrongly 
marked, and well ſupported ; the diction poctical, 
tained with the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs; the 
opening gradual andengaging; the Peri egeia ſur- 
prifing, and the cataſtrophe affecting: In ſhort, J 
judged it by the laws of Ariſtotle and Horace, 
and could find nothing in it exceptionable, but a 
little too much embelliſhment in ſome few places, 


gentleman and Chriſtian (for he had a great ve. 


ſpirited and correct: the unities of the drama uin. 
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which objection he removed to my ſatis faction, by 
a quotation from Ariſtotle's poetics, importing that 
the leaſt intereſting parts of a poem, ought to be 
raiſed and dignified by the charms and energy of 
diction. 

1 revered his genius, and was ſeized with an 
eager curiofity to know the particular events of a 
fortune 10 unworthy of his merit. —-At that in- 
{tant Strap returned with a bundle of cloaths, 
which I fent with my compliments to Mr Melo— 
poyn, as a ſmall token of my regard, and deſired 
the favour of his company to dinner He ac- 
cepted my preſent and invitation, and in leſs than 
haif an hour made his appearance in a decent 
dreſs, which altered his figure very much to his 
advantage. J perceived by his countenance, 
that his heart was big with gratitude, and endea- 
xoured to prevent his acknowledgments, by alking 
pardon for the liberty J had taken; he made no 
reply, but with an aſpect full of admiration and 
eſteem, bowed to the ground, while the tears 
ouſhed from his eyes —Aﬀected with theſe ſymp- 
toms of an ingenious mind, I ſhifted the conver— 
{ation from this ſubject, and complimented him 
on his performance, which, I aſſured him, afforded 
me infinite pleaſure.— My approbation made 
him happy; dinner being ſerved, and Jackſun 
arrived, 1 begged their permiſſion for Strap to fit 
at table with us, after having informed them, 
that he was a perſon to whom I was extremely 
obliged; they were kind enough to grant that fa- 
vour, and we eat together with great harmony and 
latisfaction. . 

Our meal being ended, I expreſſed my wonder 
at the little regard Mr Melopoyn had met with 
from the world; and ſignified a deſire of hearing 
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How he had been treated by the Managers of the 
Play. houſes, to whom I underſtood from Jack% 
be had offered his tragedy without ſuceek, 
„There is ſo little entertaining in the inci. 
&«& dents of my life (ſaid he) that I am ſure the re. 
% cital will not recompence your attention; by: 
e ſince you diſcover an inclination to know then, 
e I underſtand my duty too well to diſappoint 
your deſires.“ 


Y father, who was a curate in the country, 
being by the narrowneſs of his circumſtan. 
ces, hindered from maintaining me at the univerſity, 
took the charge of my education upon himſeſt, 
and Jaboured with ſuch induſtry and concern jy 
the undertaking, that I had little cauſe to regret 
the want of public maſters. ——— Being at orc! 
pains to conſult my natural bias, he diſcyrercd j1 
me betimes an inclination for poetry ; upon which 
he recommended to me an intimate acquaintance 
with the claſlics, in the cultivation of which h- 
aſſiſted me with paternal zeal and uncomman e- 
rudition, — When he thought, me ſufficient! 
acquainted with the ancients, he directed my ity. 
dies to the beſt modern authors, French and J. 
talian as well as Engliſb, and laid a particular 


injunction upon me, to make myſelf maſter of my te 
mother tongue. ve 

About the age of eighteen, I grew ambitious cf ne 
undertaking a work of ſome conſequence; and with la 
my father's approbation, actually planned the tra- li 
gedy you have read; but before I had finiſhed a 
four acts, that indulgent parent died, and left my n 
mother and me in very indigent circumſtances.— h 
A near relation compaſſionating our diſtreſs, took t 
us into his family, where I brought my fable to t 
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z concluſion ; and ſoon after, my mother quitted 
this life When my forrow for this melancho- 
ly event had ſubſided, I told my kinſman, who 
was a farmer, that having paid my laſt duty to 
my parent, I had now no attachment to detain 
me in the country, and therefore was reſolved to 
ſet out for London, and offer my play to the ſtage, 
where I did not doubt of acquiring a large ſhare 
of fame as well as fortune; in which caſe 1 
ſhould not be unmindful of my friends and bene- 
factors. — My couſin was raviſhed with the 
proſpect of my felicity, and willingly contributed 
towards the expence of fitting me out for my ex- 
edition. | 

Accordingly I took a place in the waggon, and 
arrived in town, where I hired an apartment in a 
garret, willing to live as frugally as poſſible, un- 
til I ſhould know what I had to expect from the 
manager, to whom I intended to offer my play. 
For though J looked upon mylelf as perfect- 
ly ſecure of a good reception, imagining that a 
patentee would be as eager to receive, as I to 
preſent my production; 1 did not know whether 
or not he might be pre engaged in favour of au— 
other author, which would certainly retard my 
ſucceſs. — On this conſideration too, I de- 
termined to be ſpeedy in my application, and e- 
ven to wait upon one of the managers the very 
next day. For this purpoſe, I enquired of m 
landlord, if he knew where either or both of them 
lived ; and he being curious to know my buſineſs, 
and at the ſame time appearing to be a very ho- 
neſt, friendly man (a tallow chandler), 1 made 
him acquainted with my deſign ; upon which he 
told me, that I went the wrong way to work; 
that I would not find ſuch eaſy acceſs to a manas» 
Vol. II. 5 
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ger as I imagined ; and that if I delivered my 
performance without proper recommendation, jt 
would be as one to a thouſand if ever it ſhould 
be minded. % Take my advice (ſaid he) and 
«+ your bulinels is done. One of the paten. 
c tees is a good catholic, as I am, and uſcs the 
« ſame father who confeſſes me. I will 
«© make you acquainted with this good prieſt, 

« who is an excellent ſcholar, and if he {hall 
c approve of your play, his recommendation will 
« po a great way in determining Mr Supple to 
« bring it on the ſtage.” I applauded his ex- 
pedient, and was introduced to the friar, who 

having peruſed the tragedy, was pleaſed to fi igni- 
ſy his approbation, and commended me in parti. 
cular, for having avoided all reffections upon re. 
ligion. He promiſed to uſe all his influence 
with his fon Supple, in my behalf, and to inform 
himſelf that very day, when it would be proper 
ſor me to wait upon him with the piece. He 
was pun&ual i in performing his engagement, and 
next morning gave me to underſtand, that he had 
mentioned my affair to the manager, and that! 
had nv more to do, than to go to his houſe ary 
time in the forenoon, and make uſe of his name, 
upon which I would find immediate admittance, 
L took his advice, put my performance in 
my boſom, and having received directions, went 
immediately to the houſe of Mr Supple, and 
knocked at the door, that had a wicket in the 
middle, faced with a net-work of iron, through 
which a ſervant having viewed me ſome time, de- 
manded to know my buſineſs. I told him my 
buſineſs was with Mr Supple, and that 1 came 
from Mr O Varniſh, He examined my appear- 
ance once more, then went away, returned in 2 
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ſew minutes, and ſaid his maſter was buſy and 
could not be ſeen. Although I was a little mor- 
tied at my diſappointment, I was perſuaded that 
my reception was owing to Mr Supple's ignorance 
of my errand ; and that I might meet with no 
more obſtructions of the ſame kind, I defired 
Mr O Varniſh to be my introductor the next time. 
He complied with my requeſt, and obtained im- 
mediate admittance to the manager, who received 
me with the utmoſt civility, and promiſed to 
read my play with the firſt convenience. By his 
own appointment I called again in a fortnight, 
but he was gone out; 1 returned in a week after, 
and-the poor g ventlemah was extremely wt; re 
newed my viſir in a fortnight after that, wad hz 
aſſured me, he had been 10 much tatioued with 
buſineſs, that he had not been able as yet to read 
it to an end; but he would take the firſt oppor- 
tunity ; and in the mean time, obſerved, that 
what he had yet ſeen of it was very entertaining. 
1 comforted myſelf with this declaration a fe 
weeks longer, at the end of which I appeared a- 
gain before his wicket, was let in, and found him 
laid up with the gout, I no ſooner entered his 
chamber, than looking at me with a languiſhing 
eye, he pronounced, «+ Mr Melopoyn, Um hear- 
« tily ſorry for an accident that has happened! 
% during my illneſs ; you muſt know, that my 
« elde{t boy, finding your manuſcript upon the 
table in the dining-room, where I uted to read 
« jt, carried it into the kitchen, and leaving it 
« there, a negligent wench of a cook-maid, mi- 
* taking it for walte paper, has expended it a 
but a few leaves in ſinging fowls upon the ſpit. 
But I hope the misfortune is not irreparable, 
ſince, no doubt, you have ſeveral copies.“ 


. 


„* 
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I proteſt to yon, my good friend Mr Randon, 

J was extremely ſhocked at this information! bur 

the good natured gentleman ſeemed to be ſo much 

affected with my misfortune, that I ſupprefleg 

my concern, and told him, that although I bad 

not another copy, I ſhould be able to retrieve the 
loſs by writing another from my memory, which 
was very tenacious. You cannot imagine how 
well pleaſed Mr Supple was at this affurance; he 
begged I would ſet about it immediately, and 
carefully revolve and recoſſect every circumſtance, 
before I pretended to commit it to paper, that it 
"_ be the ſame individual play that he had pe- 
ruſed.— Encouraged by fhis injunction, which 
plainly demonſtrated how much he intereſted 
himſelf in the affair, I taſked my remembrance 
and induſtry, and in three weeks produced the 
exact image of the former, which was conveyed 
to him by my good friend father O Varniſh, who 
let me know, next day, that Mr Supple would 
reviſe it ſuperficially in order to judge of its ſame- 
neſs with the other, and then give his final an- 
{wer,— For this examination I allotted a weck; r 
and in full confidence of ſeeing it acted in a lit- | 
tle while, demanded an audience of the mana- ] 


ger, When that term was expired, —— But alas 
the ſeaſon had flipt away inſenſibly; he convin- 
ced me, that if my play had been put into re- 
hearſal at that time, it could not have been rea- 
dy for performing, until the end of March, when 
the benefit-nights come on; conſequently it would 
have interfered with the intereſt of the players, 
whom' it was not my buſineſs to difoblige. 
I was fain to acquieſce in theſe reaſons, which, 

to be ſure were extremely juſt ? and to reſerve my 
performance to the next ſeaſon, when he hoped 


o 
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would not be ſo unlucky.— Although it was a 
grievous diſappointment to me, who, by this time, 
began to want both money and neceſſaries; ha- 
ving, on the ſtrength of my expectation from the 
theatre, launched out into ſome extravagancies 
by which, the ſum I brought to town was alrea- 
dy almoſt conſumed. Indeed, I ought to be 
aſhamed at this circumſtance of my conduct: 
For my finances were ſufficient, with good œco- 
nomy, to have maintained me comfortably a whole 
vear. You will, perhaps, be amazed when I 
tell you, that, in fix months, I expended not a 
farthing leſs than ten puineas : But when one 
conſiders the temptations to which a young man 
is expoſed in this great city, eſpecially if he is 
addicted to pleaſure as Jam, the wonder will va- 
niſh, or, at leaſt, abate. Nor was the cauſe 
of my concern limited to my own fituation en- 
tirely: I had wrote an account of my reception 
to my kinſman the farmer, and deſired him to 
depend upon me for the money he had kindly ac- 
commodated me with, about the end of Februa- 
ry : which promiſe I now found myſelf unable to 
perform. However, there was no remedy but 
patience: I applied to my landlord, who was a 
very good-natured man, candidly owned my diſ- 
treſs, and begged his advice in laying down ſome 
plan for my ſubliſtence. He readily pro- 
miſed to conſult his confeſſor on this ſubje&, and, 
in the mean time, told me, was welcome to lodge 
and board with him, until Fortune ſhould pu it 
in my power to make reſtitution. 

Mr O Varniſh being informed of my neceſſity, 
offered to introduce me to the author of a week- 
ly paper, who, he did not doubt, would employ 

me in that Way, provided he ſhould find” me du- 
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ly qualified ; but, upon enquiry, I underſtg,; 
that this journal was calculated to foment diviſion; 
in the common-wealth, and therefore I deſireq 
to be excuſed from engaging in it. He then 
propoſed that I ſhould write ſomething in the 
poetical way, which I might diſpoſe of to a book. 
ſeller for a pretty ſum of ready money, and, per. 
haps, eſtabliſh my own character into the bar gain; 
this event would infallibly procure friends; and 
my tragedy would appear next ſeaſon to the beit 
advantage, by being ſupported both by intereſ 
and reputation. I was charmed with this prof. 
pect, and having heard what friends Mr Pope 
acquired by his paſtorals, ſet about a work ct 
that kind, and, in leſs than ſix weeks, compo. 
ſed as many ecclogues, which I forthwith offer. 
ed to an eminent bookſeller, who deſired I woule 
leave them for his peruſal, and he would give me 
an anſwer in two days. At the end of that time, 
I went to him, when he returned the poems, tel- 
ling me, they would not anſwer his purpoſe, and 
ſweetened his refuſal, by ſaying there were ſome 
good clever lines in them. Not a little dejected 
at this rebuff, which I learned from Mr O Var. 


whom this bookſeller always confulted on theſe 
occaſions, I applied to another perſon of che ſame 
profeſſion, who told me, that the town was cloy- 
ed with paſtorals, and adviſed me, if I intend- 
ed to profit by my talents, to write ſomething ſa- 
tirical or luſcious, ſuch as the Button- hole,Shocky 
and Towzer, the Leaky Veſſel, &c. And yet 


this was a man in years, who wore a reverend 


ly to church. Be that as it will, I ſcorned to 
proſtitute my pen in the manner he propoſed, and 


niſh, was owing to the opinion of another author, 


perriwig, looked like a ſenator, and went regular 
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| carried my papers to a third, who aſſured me, 


that poetry was entirely out of his way ; and 
aſked if I had got never a piece of ſecret hiſtory, 
thrown into a ſeries of letters, or a volume of 
adventures, ſuch as thoſe of Robinſon Cruſoe, 
and Colonel Jack, or a collection of conundrums, 
wherewith to entertain the plantations, Being 
quite unfurniſhed for this dealer, I had recourſz 
to another with as little ſucceſs, and I verrily be- 
lieve, was rejected by the whole trade. 

] was afterwards perſuaded to offer myſelf as 
a tranſlator, and accordingly repaired to a perſon 
who was ſaid to entertain numbers of that claſs in 
his pay; he aſſured me, he had already a great 
deal of that work on his hands, which he did not 
know what to do with ; obſerved that tranſlation 
was a meer drug, that branch of literature being 
overſtocked by an inundation of authors from 
North Briton ; and aſked what I would expect 
per ſheer, for rendering the Latin clafſics into 
Engliſh. That I might not make myſelf too 
cheap, I determined to ſet a high price upon my 
qualification, and demanded half a guinea for e- 
very tranſlated ſheet. + Half a guinea !”? (cried 
he, ſtaring at me) then pauſed a little, and ſaid, 
he had no occaſion for my ſervice at preſent. | 
found my error, and reſolving to make amends, 


fell one-half in my demand; upon which he ſta- 


redat me again, and told me his hands were full. 


I attempted others, without finding employment, 


and was actually reduced to a very uncomforta- 


- ble proſpect, when I bethought myſelf of offering 


my talents to the printers of halfpenny ballads, 
and other ſuch occaſional eſſays as are hawked a- 
bout the ſtreets. With this view, I applied to 


one of the moſt noted and yociferous of this tribe, 
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who directed me to a perſon whom I found en. 
tertaining a whole crowd of them with gin, breaq 


and cheeſe; he carried me into a little back par- 


lonr, very neatly furniſhed, where I fipnified my 
defire of being enrolled among his writers; and 
was aſked, what kind of compoſition J profeſſed; 
Underſtanding that my inclination Jeaned towards 
poetry, he expreſſed his ſatisfaction, telling me, 
one of his poets had loſt his ſenſes, and was con. 
fined in Bedlam, and the other was become do. 
zed with drinking drams; ſo that he had not done 
any thing tolerable theſe many weeks. When 1 
propoſed, that he ſhould enter into terms of a- 
greement, he gave me to underſtand, that his 
bargains were always conditional ; and his au- 


thors paid in proportion to the ſale of their works. 


Having therefore ſettled theſe conditions, which 
(Ido aſſure you} were not very advantageous to 
me, he aſhgned me a ſubject for a ballad, which 
was to be finiſhed in two hours; and I retired 
to my garret in order to perform his injunction, 
As the theme happened to ſuit my fancy, 
I compleated a pretty fort of an ode within the 
time preſcribed, and brought it to him, big with 
hope of profit and pleaſure. He read it in a 
twinkling, and to my utter aſtoniſhment, told 
me it would not do ; though indeed, he owned 
I wrote a good hand, and ſpelled very well, but 
my language was too high flown, and of con- 
ſequence not at all adapted to the capacity and 
taſte of his cuſtomers. —— ] promiſed to rectify 
that miſtake, and in half an hour humbled my 
ſtile to the comprehenſion of vulgar readers ; he 
approved of the alteration, and gave me ſome 


hopes of Tucceeding in time, though he obſerved 


that my performance was very deficient in that 


— 


ROD ERICK RANDOM. 23 


"ry, 


quaintneſs of expreſſion that pleaſes the multitude: 
However to encourage me, he ventured the ex- 
pence of printing and paper, and if ] remember 
a-right, my ſhare of the ſale amounted to four - 
pence halfpenny. 

From that day, I ſtudied the Grub ſtreet man- 
ner with great diligence, and at length became 
ſuch a proficient, that my works were in great 
requeſt among the molt polite of the chairmen, 
dray-men, hackney-coachmen, footmen and ſer- 
ring maids: Nay, I have enjoyed the pleaſure of 
ſeeing my prod actions adorned with cuts, paſted 
upon the wall as ornaments in beer-cellars and 
cobler's ſtalls ; and have actually heard them ſung 
in clubs of ſubſtantial tradeſmen.—But empty 
praiſe (you know, my dear Trend) will not ſup- 
ply the cravings of nature. | found myſelf in 
danger of ſtarving in the midſt of all my fame; 
for of ten ſongs 1 compoſed, it was well if two 
had the good fortune to pleaſe.——— For this 
reaſon 1 turned my thoughts to proſe, and du- 
ring a track of gloomy weather, publiſhed an ap- 
parition, on the ſubſtance of which 1 ſubſiſted ve- 
ry comfortably a whole month: I have made ma- 
ny a good meal upon a monſter ; a rape has of- 
ten afforded me great ſatisfaction; but a murder, 

well-timed, was my never failed reſource. What 
then? J was a moſt miſerable flave to my employ- 
ers, who expected to be furniſhed at a minute's 
warning with proſe and verſe, juſt as they thought 
the circumſtances of the times required, whether 
the inclination was abſent or preſent, Upon 
my ſincerity, Mr Randow, have been ſo much 
peſtered and beſieged by theſe children of cla- 
mour, that my life became a burthen to me. 

Vo“ II. Mm 
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The continuation and conc! uſe on of Mr Melopoyn's fry, 


Map ſhift, notwithſlanding, to maintain 
myſelf till the beginning of next winter, when 
I renewed my addreſſes to my friend Mr Supple, 
and was moſt graciouſly received &« 1 have 
&« been thinking of your affair, Mr Melopoyn, 
© ({aid he) and am determined to ſhew how far 
I have your intereſt at heart, by introducing 
you to a young nobleman of my acquaintance, 
«© who is remarkable for his fine taſte in drama- 
& tic writings, and is, beſide, a man of ſuch in- 
« fluence, that if once he ſhould approve your 
&« play, his patronage will ſupport it againſt all 
ce the efforts of envy and ignorance : For ] do 
& aſfure you, that merit alone will not bring ſue- 
& ceſs.— I have already ſpoken of your perfor. 
e mance to Lord Rattle, and if you will call at 
« my houſe in a day or two, you ſhall have a 
« ]ctter of introduction to his Lordſhip.” —I 
was ſenſibly touched with this mark of Mr Sup- 
ple's friendſhip, and looking upon my affair as 
already done, went home and imparted my good 
fortune to my landlord, who to render my ap- 
pearance more acceptable to my patron, procured 
a ſuit of new cloaths for me on his own credit. 
Not to trouble you with idle particulars, I car- 
ried my tragedy to his Lordſhip's lodgings, and 
ſent it up along with Mr Supple's letter, by one 
of his ſervants, who deſired me, by his Lord- 


thip's order, to return in a week, —1 did fo, 


1 
1 
” 
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and was admitted to his lordſhip, who received 
we very courteouſly, and told me he had peruſed 
my play, which he thought on the whole, was 
the belt coup d' efay he had ever ſeen ; but that 
he had marked ſome places in the margin, which 
he imagined might be altered for the better. —- 
| was tranſported with this reception, and promi- 
ſed {with many acknowledgments of his Lord- 
ſhip's generoſity) to be governed ſolely by his ad- 
vice and direction.—“ Well then (ſaid he) write 
« another fair copy with the alterations I have 
40 propoſed, and bring it to me as ſoon as poſli- 
« ble, for I am reſolved to have it brought on 
the {tage this winter.” Vou may be ſure I ſet 
about this taſk with alacrity, and although l found 
his Lordſhip's remarks much more numerous, 
and of leſs importance than | expected, I thought 
it was not my intereſt to diſpute upon trifles with 
my patron ; therefore new- modelled it according 
to his deſire, in leſs than a month. 

When I waited upon him with the manuſcript, 
found one of the actors at breakfait with his 
Lordſhip, who immediately introduced him to 
my acquaintance, and defired him to read a ſcene 
of my play.—This he performed very much to 
my ſatis faction, with regard to emphalis and pro- 
nunciation ; but he ſignified jhis diſguſt at ſeve- 
ral words in every page, which I preſuming to 
defend, Lord Rattle told me, with a perempto- 
ry look, I muſt not pretend to diſpute with him, 
who had been a player theſe twenty years, and 
underſtood the ceconomy of the ſtage better than 
any man living. I was forced to ſubmit, and 
his Lordſhip propoſed the ſame actor ſhould read 
the whole play, in the evening, before ſome gen- 
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tlemen of his acquaintance whom he would con- 
veęne at his lodgings for that purpoſe. 
; { J was preſent at the reading; and I proteſt to 


you, my dear friend, I never underwent ſuch a 


Jevere trial in the whole courſe of my life, as at 


that juncture ! for although the player might be 
a very honeſt man and a good pertormer, he waz 
exceſſively illiterate and aſſuming, and made a 


thouſand frivolous objections, which | was nur 


permitted to anſwer : However, the piece was 
very much applauded upon the whole; the gen- 
tlemen preſent, who I underſtood were men of 
fortune, promiſed to countenance and ſupport it 
as much as they could; and Lord Rattle auu— 
ring me, that he would act the part of a careful 
nurſe to it, defired me to carry it home and al- 


ter it immediately according to their remarks:— 


1 was fain to acquieice in his determination, and 


fulfilled his injunctions with all the expedition in 


my power; but before T could preſent the new 
copy, my good friend Mr Supple had diſpoſed of 
his property and patent to one Mr Brayer ; lo 
hat freſh intereſt was to be made with the new 
manager. — This taſk Lord Rattle undertook, 
having ſome acquaintance with him, and recom- 
ended my performance ſo ſtrongly, that it was 
received. 
| looked upon myſelf now, as upon the eve of 
reaping the fruits of all my labour: I waned a 
few days in expectation of its being put into re- 
hearſal, and wondering at the delay, applied to 
my worthy patron, who excuſed Mr Brayer on 
account of the multiplicity of buſineſs in which 
he was involved; and bid me beware of teizing 


the patentee. - [ treaſured up this caution, 


and exerted my patience three weeks longer; 
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at the end of which his Lordſhip gave me to un- 
derſtand that Mr Brayer had read my play, and 
owned it had indubitable merit ; but as he had 
long been pre- engaged to another author, he could 
not poſſibly repreſent it that ſeaſon; though if I 
would reſerve it for the next, and in the interim 
make ſuch alterations as he had propoſed by ob- 
ſervations on the margin, I might depend upon 
his compliance. 

Thunderſtruck at this diſappointment, I could 
not for ſome minutes, utter one ſyllable : At 
length, however, I complained bitterly of the 
manager's inſincerity in amuſing me fo long, when 
he knew, from the beginning, that he could not 
gratify my deſire. But his Lordſhip repri- 
manded me for my freedom, ſaid Mr Brayer was 
a man of honour, and imputed his behaviour with 
reſpe& to me, to nothing elſe but forgetfulneſs, 
And indeed I have had fome reaſon fince 
that time, to be convinced of his bad memory; 
for, in ſpite of appearances, I will not allow my- 
ſelf to interpret his conduct any other way. 
Lord Rattle obſerving me very much affected 
with my diſappointment, offered his intereſt to 
bring on my play at the other houſe, which J ea- 
gerly accepting, he forthwith wrote a letter of 
recommendation to Mr Bellower, actor, and prime 
miniſter to Mr Vandal, proprietor of that theatre; 
and deſired me to deliver it with my tragedy, 
without loſs of time. Accordingly J ha- 
ſtened to his houſe, where after having waited 
a whole hour in a lobby, I was admitted to his 
preſence, and my performance received with great 
ſtate. He told me he was extremely buſy at 
preſent, but he would peruſe it as ſoon as poſ- 
ſidle; and bid me call again in a week. I took 
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my leave, not a little aſtoniſhed at the port an} 
ſupercilious behaviour of this ſtage-player, why 
had not treated me with good manners ; and he. 
gan to think the Cignity of a poet greatly impai. 
red ſince the days of Euripedes and Sophocles 

but all this was nothing in compariſon ot what ] 
have fince obſerved. 

Well, Mr Random, I went back at the ap. 
pointed time, and was told that Mr Bcllower 
was engaged and could not ſee me. I repeated 
my viſit a few days after, and having waited a 
conſiderable time, was favoured with an audience, 
during which he ſaid, he had not as yet read my 
play. Nettled at this uſage, 1 could contain 
myſelf no longer, by telling him, IJ imagined he 
would have paid more deference to Lord Rattle's 
recommendation, demanded my manuſcript with 
ſome expreſſions of reſentment. © Ay, (ſaid he 
« in a theatrical tone) with all my heart.” Then 
_ pulling out a drawer of the bureau at which 
he ſat, he took out a bundle, and threw it upon 1 
a table that was near him, pronouncing the word, V 
« There,“ with great diſdain. LI took it up, 0 
and perceiving with ſome ſurprize, that it was a £ 

b 
( 


comedy, told him, it did not belong to me ; up- 
on which he offered me another, which J alſo 
diſclaimed. A third was produced, and reje&- 
ed for the ſame reaſon. At length he pulled out 
a whole hanaful and ſpread them before me, ſay- 
ing, “There are ſeven—take which you pleale 
& —or take them all.” 1 fingled out my own, 
and went away, {truck dumb with admiration at 
what I had ſeen - not ſo much en account of his 
inſolence, as of the number of new plays, which, 
from this circumſtance, J concluded were yearly 


offered to the ſtage. —You may be {ure 1 did not 
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fail to carry my complaint to my patron, who 
did not receive it with all the indignation I ex- 
pected; but taxed me with precipitation, and 
told me, L muſt lay my account with bearing the 
humours of the players, if I intended to write 
for the ſtage —** There is now no other reme- 
« dy (ſaid he) but to keep it till the next ſeaſon 
« for Mr Brayer, and alter it at your leiſure in 
« the ſummer, according to his directions.” I 
was now reduced to a terrible alternative, either 
to quit all hopes of my tragedy, trom which I 
had all along promiſed myſelf a large ſhare of for- 
tune and reputation, or to encounter eight long 
months of adverſity, in preparing for, and ex- 
pecting its appearance. This laſt penance, pain» 
ful as it was, ſeemed moſt eligible to my reflec- 
tion at that time, and therefore I reſolved to un- 
dergo it. | . | 
hy ſhou'd I tire you with particulars of ne 
conſequence? I wreſtled with extreme poverty, 
until the time of my probation was expired ; and 
went to my Lord Rattle, in order to remind him 
of my affair, when I underſtood, to my great 
concern, that his Lordſhip was on the point of 
going abroad, and, which was ſtill more unfor- 
tunate for me, Mr Brayer had gone into the 
country; ſo that my generous patron had it not 
in his power to introduce me perſonally, as he 
intended ; However, he wrote a very ſtrong let- 
ter to the manager in my favour, and put him in 
mind of the promiſe he had made in behalf of my 
play. Ye 
As ſoon as I was certified of Brayer's return, 
I went to his houſe with this letter, but was told 
he was gone out. I called again next day, ear- 
ly in the morning, received the ſame anſwer, and 


e 
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Was deſired to leave my name and buſineſs ; I did 


ſo, and returned the day after, when the ſervant 
Itill afarmed, that his maſter was gone abroad; 

though | perceived him, as I retired, obſervins 
me through a window. Incenſed at this disco. 
very, 1 went to a coffee- houſe hard by, and in- 
cloling his Lord{hip's letter in one from m yſelf, 
demanding a categorical anſwer, I ſent it to his 
houſe, by a porter, who returned in a few mi— 
nutes, and told me, Mr Brayer would be glad 
to ſee me at that inſtant. J obeyed the ſummons, 
and was received with ſuch profuſion of compli. 
ments and apologies, that my reſentment imme- 
diately ſubſided, and J was even in pain for the 
concern which this honeſt man ſhewed at the miſ- 
take of his ſervant, who, it ſeems, had been or- 
dered to deny him to every body but me. He 
expreſſed the utmoſt veneration for his good and 
noble friend Lord Rattle, whom he ſhould al- 
ways be proud to ſerve; promited to peruſe the 
play with all diſpatch, and give me a meeting up- 
on it; and, as a teſtimony of his eſteem, made 
me a preſent of a general order for the ſeaſon, by 
which 1 ſhould be admitted to any part of the 


theatre, This was a very agreeable compliment 


to me, whoſe greateſt pleaſure conſiſted in fee- 
ing dramatic performances, and you need not 
doubt that | often availed myſelf of my privilege. 
As I had'an * of being behind the 
ſcenes when I pleaſed, 1 frequently converſed 
with Mr Brayer about my play, and aſked when 
he intended to put it into rehearſal ; but he had 
always ſo much buſineſs upon his hands, that it 
remained with him unopened a confiderable 
while; and I became very uneaſy about the ſea- 


ſca, that waſted 8 when I ſaw in the papers 
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another new play advertiſed, which had been 
written, offered, accepted, and rehearſed in the 
compaſs of three months, without my knowledge 
or ſuſpicion. You may eaſily gueſs how much I 
was confounded at this event! : own to you, 
that in the firſt tranſports of my anger, 1 ſuſpect- 
ed Mr Brayer of having acted towards me in the 
moſt pitiful, perſidious manner; and was actual- 
ly glad at his diſappointment in the ſucceſs of his 
ſarourite piece, which, by the ſtreugth of art, 
lingered till the third night, and then died in a 
deplorable manner. But, now that paſſion has 
no gag in my reflection, I am willing to aſcribe 
his behaviour to his want of memory, or want 
of judgment, which, you know, are natural de- 
feds, that are more worthy of ans than re- 
proach. 

About this time I happened to be in company 
with a gentlewoman, who having heard of my 
tragedy, told me, ſhe was acquainted with the 
wite of a gentleman, who was very well known 
to a lady, who had great intereſt with a perſon, 
who was intimate with Earl Sheerwit, and that, 
if J pleaſed, ſhe would uſe her, influence in my 
behalf. As this nobleman had the character of 
a Mzcenas in the nation, and could ſtamp a va- 
lue upon any work by his ſole countenance and 
approbation, I accepted her offer with eagerneſs, 
in full confidence of ſeeing my reputation eſta- 
bliſhed, and my wiſhes fulfilled in a very ſhort 
time, provided that I ſhould have the good for- 
tune to pleaſe his Lordſhip's taſte. I withdrew 
the manuſcript from the hands of Mr Brayer, and 
committed it to the care of this gentlewoman, 
who laboured ſo e ectually in my intereſt, that, 


in leſs than a mon th, it was conveyed to che 
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Farl, aba, in u few weeks after, I had the ſatis- 
laction to hear that he had read and approved it 
very much. Tranſported with this piece of in. 
telligence, I flattered myſelf with the hopes of 
his intereſting himſelf in its favour ; but hearin 

no more of the matter in three whole months, I 
began (God forgive me) to ſufpect the veracity 
of the perſon who brought me the good tidings, 
for J thought it impoſſible, that a man of his 
rank and character, who knew the difficulty of 


writing a good tragedy, and underſtood the dip- 


nity of the work, ſhould read and applaud an ef. 
ſay of this kind, without feeling an inclination to 
befriend the author, whom his countenance alone 
could raiſe above dependance. But it was not 
long before I found my friends very much wrong- 
cd by my opinion. 

You muff know that the civilities I had recci. 
ved from Lord Rattle, and the deſire he manj- 
feited to promote the ſuccels of my play, encou- 
raged me to write an account of my bad fortune 
to his Lordſhip, who condeſcended fo far, as to 
defire, by letter, a young Squire of a great e- 
ttate, 2 whom he was intimate, to efpoulc 
my cauſe, and, in particular, make me acquain- 
ted with one Mr Marmozet, a celebrated play- 
er, Who had lately appeared on the ſtage with a- 
ſtoniſting eclat, and bore ſuch ſway, in the houſe 
where he acted, that the managers durit not re- 
thie any thing he recommended. The young 
man, whom Lord Rattle had employed for 

this purpoſe, being diffident of his own intereſt 
with Mr Marmozet, had recourſe to a nobleman 
of his acquaintance, who, at his ſolicitation, was 
ſo good as to introduce me to him; and the con- 
rer{ation turning upon my perfarmance, I Was 
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not a little ſurprized as well as pleaſed to hear, 
that Earl Sheerwit had ſpoke very much in its 
praiſe, and even jent Mr Marmozet the copy 
with a meſſage, expreſſing a deſire that he would 
act it next ſeaſon. Nor was this favourite actor 
backward in commending the piece, which he 
mentioned with fome expreſſions of regard, that 
] do not chuſe to repeat; aſſuring me that he 
would appear in it, provided he ſhould be enga- 
ged to play at all during the enſuing feaſon. In 
the mean time, he defired I would give him leave 
to peruſe it in the country, whither he intended 
to remove next day, that he might have leiſure 
to conſider and point out ſuch alterations as might, 
perhaps, be neceſſary for the jeu de theatre; 
and took my direction, that he might communi— 
cate, by letter, the obſervations he ſhould make. 
Truſting to theſe aſſurances, and the intereſt 
which had been made in my behalf, I hugged 
mylelf in the ęxpectation of ſeeing it, not only 
acted, but acted to the greateſt advantage, which, 
I thought, could not fail of recompenſing me in 
an ample manner, for the anxiety and affliction [ 
had undergone : But fix weeks being elapſed, I 
did not know how to reconcile Mr Marmozet's 
ſilence, with his promiſe of writing to me in ten 
days after he ſet out for the country: however, 
I was at laſt favoured with a letter, importing, 
that he had made ſome. remarks on my tragedy, 
which he would freely impart at meeting, and 
adviſing me to put it, without loſs of time, into 
the hands of that manager, who had the beſt com- 
pany ; for he himſelf was quite uncertain, whe- 
ther or not he ſhould be engaged that winter. I 
was a good deal alarmed at this laſt part of his 
letter, and adviſcd about it with a friend, who 
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told me, it was a plain indication of Mr Marmo- 

zet's deſire to get rid of his promiſe ; that his 

pretended uncertainty about acting next winter, 

was no other than a ſcandalous evaſion ; for, t0 

tits certain knowledge, he was already engaged, 

or, at leaſt, in terms, with Mr Vandal; and 
that his deſign was to diſappoint me, in favour 
of a new comedy, which he had purchaſed of the 
author, and intended to bring it upon the ſtage, 
for his own advantage. In ſhort, my dear Sir, 
this perſon, who, I muſt own, is of a very ſan- 
guine completion, handled the moral character 
of Mr Marmozet with ſuch ſeverity, that 1 be- 
gan to ſuſpe& him of ſome particular prejudice, 
and put myſelf upon my guard againſt his inſinu- 
| ations — I ought to crave pardon for this tedious 
narration. of trivial circumſtances, which, how- 
ever intereſting they may be to me, muſt certain- 
ly be very dry and inſipid to the ear of one un- 
concerned in the affair. But I underſtand the 
meaning: of your looks, and will proceed, Well, 
Sir, Mr Marmozet, upon his return to town, 
treated me with nncommon complaiſance, and 
invited me to his lodpings, where he propoſed 
to communicate his remarks, which, I confeſs, 
were more unfavourable than I expected; but 1 
anſwered his objections, and, as l thought, brought 
him over to my opinion; for, on the whole, he 
fignified the higheſt approbation cf the perform» 
ance. In the courſe of our diſpute, I was not 
a little furprized to find this poor gentleman's 
memory fo treacherous as to let him forget what 
he had faid to me, before he went out of town, 
in regard to Earl Sheerwit's opinion of my play, 
which he now profeſſed himſelf ignorant of; and 
I was exuemely mortified at hearing from his 
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ewn mouth, that his intereſt with Mr Vandal 
was ſo very low, as to be inſufficient, of itſelf, to 
bring a new piece upon the ſtage, I then beg- 
ed his advice, and he counſelled me to apply 
| to Earl Sheerwit for a meſſage in my favour t# 
| the manager, who would not preſume to refuſe a- 
ny thing recommended by ſo great a man; and 
he was ſo kind as to promiſe to ſecond this meſ- 
ſage with all his power. I had immediate recourſe 
to the worthy gentlewoman my friend, already: 
mentioned, who opened the channels of her con- 
veyance with ſuch expedition, that, in a few days, 
] had a promiſe of the meſſage, provided I could 
aſſure myſelf of Mr Vandals being unengaged to 
any other; for his Lordfhip did not chuſe to 
condeſcend ſo far, until he ſhould underſtand 
that there was a probability (at leaſt of ſucceed- 
ing; at the ſame time in which I was bleſſed 
with this piece of news, I was ſtartled at ano- 
ther, by the ſame canal of communication; which 
was, that Mr Marmozet, before he had adviſed 
me to this application, had informed the Earl, 
that he had read my play, and found it altope- 
ther unfit for the ſtage. Though ! could not 
doubt the certainty of this intelligence, I belie- 
ved there was ſome miſapprehenſion in the caſe ; 
and, without taking any notice of it, told Mr 
Marmozet the anſwer I had been favoured with ; 
upon which he teſtified much joy, and promiſed 
to aſk Mr Vandal the queſtion propoſed.. I wait- 
ed upon him in a day or two, when he gave me 
to underſtand, that Mr Vandal having profeſſed 
himſelf free of all engagements, he had pur my 
play into his hands, and repreſented it-as a piece 
ſtrongly recommended by Earl Sheerwit, who 
the aflured him) would honour. him with a meſ- 
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been prompted by ſome body whoſe leſſons he 


was not naturally very clear, had been diſorder- 


ner, from the higheſt pinacle of hope, to the a- 


the burthen of my affliction; and in the bitter- 
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fage in its favour ; and he deſired me to call {yr 
an anſwer, at Mr Vandal's houſe, in three days. 
J followed his directions, and found the mana, 
ger, who being made acquainted with my byj. 
neſs, owned, that Mr Marmozet had given kin 
a manuſcript-play, but denied that he had men. 
toned Earl Sheerwit's name. When I inform. 
ed him of the circumſtances of the affair, he 
laid, he had no engagement with any author 
That he would read my tragedy forthwith ; and 
did not believe he ſhould venture to reject it in 
contradiction to his Lordſhip's opinion, for which 
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he had the utmoſt veneration, but put it into re. Ml not 

hearſal without loſs of time. I was fo much in. out 
toxicated with this encouragement, that | over. 1101 

looked the myſterious conduct of Mr Marmozet, fro 

and attended the manager at the time appointed, lat 

when to my infinite confuſion ! be pronounced he 
my play improper for the ſtage, and rejected it to 
"accordingly. As ſoon as | could recolle& myſelf 0 
from the diſorder into which this unexpected re- bi 

faſal had thrown me, I expreſſed a deſire of hear- * 

ing his objections, which were ſo groundleſs, in- g 


diſtinct and unintelligible, that 1 perſuaded my: d 
ſelf he had not at all peruſed the piece, but had t 


had not rightly retained. However, I have been 
fince informed, that the poor man's head, which 


ed with ſuperſtition, and that he laboured under 
the tyranny of a wife, and the terrors of hell- 
fire at the ſame time. Precipitated in this man- 


byſs of delpondence, 1 was ready to fink under 


neſs of my anguiſh, could not help entertaining 
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{me doubts of Mr Marmozet's integrity, when 


I recollected and compaired the circumſtances of 


his conduct towards me. 1 was encouraged in 
this ſuſpicion, by being told, that my Lord Sheer- 
vit had ſpoke of his character with great con- 
tempt; and in particular, reſented his inſolence 
in oppoſing his own taſte to that of his Lordſhip, 
concerning my tragedy. While ] beſnated be- 
tween different opinions of the matter, that friend, 
who (as I told you before) was à little hot head- 
ed, favoured me with a viſit, and having heard 
1 circumſtantial account of the whole a fair, could 
not contain his indignation, but affirmed, with- 
out ceremony, that Marmozet was the ſole occa- 
fon of my diſappointment ; that he had acted 
from firſt to lalt with the molt perfidious diſſim i- 
lation, cajoling with inſinuating civilities, while 
he under-hand employed all bis art and influence 
to prejudiſe the ignorant manager againſt my per- 
ſormance, that nothing could equal his hypocricy, 
but his avarice, which engroſſed the faculties of 
his ſoul ſo much, that he ſcrupled not to be 
guilty of the meatieſt practices to gratify that ſor- 
did appetite ; that in conſequence of this diſpoſi- 
tion, he had proſtituted his honour in betraying 
my inexperience, and in undermining the intereſt 
of another author of eſtabliſhed reputation, who 
had alſo offered a tragedy to the ſtage, which he 
thought would interfere with the laccels of the 
comedy he bad bought, and determined to bring 
oa at all events. 

I was ſhocked at the deſcription of ſuch a mon- 
ſter, which I could not believe exiited in the 
world, bad as it is, aud argued againſt the aſſe- 
verations of my friend, by demonſtrating the bad 


policy of [ach ochaviour, Which could ny: on of 
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entailing infamy againſt the author; and the ſmal 
temptation that a man of Mr Marmozer's figure 
and ſucceſs could have to conſult his intereſt in 
ſuch a groveling manner, which muſt create con. 


tempt and abhorrence of him in his patrons, and 


effectually deprive him of the countenance and 
protection he now enjoys in ſuch an eminent ge. 
gree. He pretended to laugh at my ſimplicity, 
and aſked if I knew for which of his virtues he 


vas ſo much careſſed by the people of faſhion, 


„It is not (ſaid he) for the qualities of his heart, 
4 that this little paraſne is invited to the tables 
4 of Dukes and Lords, who hire extraordinary 


<6 cooks for his entertainment. His avarice the 


« ſee not, his ingratitude they feel not, his hy. 
% pocricy accommodates itſelf to their humours, 
and is of conſequence pleaſing ; but he is chief. 
% ly courted for his buffoonery, and will be ad- 
« mitted into the choiceſt parties of the quality 
4 for his talent of mimicking Punch and his wife 
Joan, when a poet of the moſt exquiſite geni- 
«6 us, is not able to attract the leaſt regard.“ 
God forbid, Mr Random, that I ſhould credit 
aſſertions that degrade the dignity of our ſuperi- 
ors ſo much, and repreſent that poor man as the 
moſt abje& of all beings! No! I looked upon 
them as the hyperboles of paſhon ; and though 
that comedy of which he ſpoke did actually ap- 


pear, I dare not doubt the innocence of Mr Mar- 


mozet, who, I am told, is as much as ever in 
favour with the Earl; a circumſtance that ſurely 
could not happen, unleſs he had vindicated his 
character to the ſatis faction of his Lordſhip. Pray 


forgive this long digreſſion, and give me the hear- 


ing a little longer ; for, thank Heaven! I a 
now near the goal, | 
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Baffled in all my attempts, I deſpaired of ſee- 
ing my play acted, and bethought myſelf of chu- 
ſing ſome employment, that might afford a ſure, 
though mean ſubſiſtence; but my landlord, to 
whom 1 was by this time conſiderably indebted, 
and who had laid his account with having his mo- 
ney paid all in a heap, from the profits of my 
third night, could not brook his 8e ure 
therefore made another effort in my behalf, and 
by dint of intereſt procured a meſſage from a lady 
of faſhion, to Mr Prayer, who had always pro- 
feſſed a great veneration for her, defiring that he 
would ſet up my play forthwith, and affuring him 
that ſhe and all her friends would ſupport i it in 
the performance: To ſtrengthen my intereſt, ſie 
engaged his beſt actors in my cauſe ; and in ſhort 
exerted herſelf fo much, that it was acain rece!- 
ved, and my hopes began to revive.— But Mr 
Brayer, honeft man, was ſo much engroſſed by 
buline!s of vaſt conſequence, though to appear- 
ance he had nothing at all to do, that he could 
not find time to read it, until the ſeaſon was pret- 
ty far advanced, and read it he mull, for notwith- 
{ſanding his having peruſed it before, his memo- 
ry did not retain one circumſtance of the mat- 
ter, 

At length he favoured it with his attention, 
and having propoſed certain alterations, ſent his 
duty to the lady who patronized it, and promiſed 
on his honour to bring it on next winter, provt- 
ded theſe alterations ſhould be made, and the co- 


py delivered to him before the end of April, | 
Wich an acking heart, I ſubmitted to theſe con- 
ditions, and perform 2d them accordingly : But 
fortune owed me another unforſęen mortification; 


Mer Marmozet during the ſummer, became joint 


/ 
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patentee with Mr Brayer, ſo when I claimed per. 
tormance of articles, 1 was told, he could do 
nothing without the conſent of his partner, who 
was pre- engaged to another author. 

My condition was rendered deſperate by the 
death of my good friend and landlord, wholc ex- 
ecutors obtained judgment againſt my effects, 
which they ſeized, turning me out into the {treet 
raked, friendleſs, and forlorn ; there J was ar- 
recited at the ſuit of my taylor, and thrown into 
this priton, where | have made ſhift to live theſe 
live weeks on the bounty of my fellow-priloners, 
who, | hope, are not the worſe for the inſtructi- 
on and good offices, by which J manifeſt my pra- 
titude: But in ſpite of all their charitable endea- 
yours, my life was ſcarce tolerable, until your un- 
commmon benevolence enabled me to enjoy it with 
comfort. 


C H AP. LXIV, 


T om {ized with a deep melancholy, and became a ſloven---am 
rel eved by my uncle he prevails upon me to eiigage with 
his owners, as ſurgeon of the ſhip which he commanas---he 
mares me a conſiderable preſent---entertains Strap as his 
Rewerd---1I take ny leave of my friends, and go on K- 
the ſnip arrives at the Downs, | 


SHALL not make any reflections on this ſtory, 
in the courſe of which, the reader mult per- 
ceive how egregiouſly the ſimplicity and milky 
diſpoſition of this worthy man, had been duped 
and abuſed by a ſet of ſcoundrels, who were ſo 
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habituated to falſhood and equivocation, that T 
verily believe, they could nut utter one ſyllable 
of truth, as: their lives PETER upon their 
ſincerity. Notwithſtanding all 1 had ſuffered 
from the knavery and ſclGſhnof of mankind ; T 
was amazed, and incenſed at that baſe indiffe 
rence which ſuffered ſuch uncommon merit as 
he poſſeſſed, to languiſſi in obſcurity, and ſtrug— 
ole with all the miſeries of a loathfome goal :.— 
and ſhould have bleſſed the occaſion that ſeduced 
me from ſuch a perſidious world, had not the 
remembrance of the amiable Narciila preferved 
my attachment to that ſociety of which the con- 
ſtituted a part. -The picture of that lovely 
creature was the conſtant mrs peg of my ſoli- 
tude : How often did 1 contemplate the refem- 
blance of thoſe enchanting features that firft cay- 
tivated my heart: How often did | weep over 
thoſe endearing ſcenes which her image recalled | 
and how often did 1 curſe my perſidious fate for 
having robbed me of the fair original ! In vain 
did my imagination flatter me with ſchemes of 
fature happineſs ; ſurely reaſon always interpoſ— 
ed, and in a moment overthrew the unſubſtantial 
fabrick, by chaſtiſing the extravagance of my 
hope, and repreſenting my unhappy ſituation in 
the right point of view: In vain did I fly for re 
fuge to the amuſements of the place, and engage 
in the parties of Jackſon, at cards, billiards, nine 
pins, and fives; a train of melancholy thonghts 
took poſſeſſion of my ſoul, which even the con- 
verſation of Melopoyn could not divert. | or- 
dered Strap to enquire every day at Banter” s lodg- 
ing's in expectation of hearipg again from my 
charmer; and my diſappointment conſiderably 
. my chagrin.— My affectionate valet 
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was infected with my ſorrow, and often fat with 
me whole hours without ſpeaking, uttering ſigh 
for ſigh, and ſhedding tear for tear, This fel. 

lowſhip encreaſed our diſtemper; he became in. 
capable of buſineſs, and was diſcarded by his maf. 
ter; while I ſeeing my money melt away, with- 
out any certainty of deliverance, and in ſhort 
all my hopes fruſtrated, grew negligent of life, 
loſt all appetite, and degenerated into ſach a flo ven, 
that during the ſpace of two months, I was vei- 
ther waſhed, ſhifted, nor ſhaved; fo that my 
face, rendered meagre with abtinence, was Ob. 
ſcured with dirt, and overſhadowed with hair, 
and my whole appearance ſqualid and even fright- 
ful; when, one day, Strap brought me notice, 
that there was a man below who wanted to {peak m 
with me. Rouſed at this intelligence, and in uf 
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full hopes of receiving a letter from the dear ob- ne 


ject of my love, I ran down ſtairs with the ut- th 
moſt precipitation, and found, to my infinite ſur- fo 
Prize, my generous uncle Mr Bowling! Tran. h 
ported at the ſight, I ſprang forward to embrace 
him. Upon which he ſtarted aſide with great 
agility, drew his hanger, and put himſelf upon his 
guard, crying, Avaſt, brother, avaſt ! ſheer 
« off—Yo ho; you turakey, why don't you keep 
« a better look out ? here's one of your crazy 
&« priſoners broke from his laſhings, I do ſup- 
6 poſe. I could not help laughing heartily at 
his miſtake, which 1 ſoon rectified by my voice, 
that he inſtantly recollected, and ſhook me by 
the hand with great affeQion, teſtifying his con- 
cern at ſeeing me in ſuch a miſerable condition. 
| conducted him to my apartment, where, in 
prefence of Strap, whom | introduced to him as 
one of my belt friends, he let me know, that he 
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was juſt arrived from the coaſt of Guinca, after 
having made a pretty ſucceſsful voyage, in which 
he had acted as mate, until the ſhip was attacked 
by a French privateer ; that the captain being kil- 
jed during the engagement, he had taken the 
command, and was ſo fortunate as to fink the 
enemy; after which he fell in with a merchant 
ſhip from Martinico, laden with ſugar, indigo, 
and ſome filver ; and by virtue of his letter of 
marque, attacked, took and brought her ſafe into 
Kinſale in Ireland, where ſhe was condemned as 
a lawful prize; by which means, he had not 
only got a pretty ſum of money, but alſo acquir- 
ed the fayour of his owners, who had already 
conferred upon him the command of a large ſhip, 
mounted with twerity-nine- pounders, ready to fail 
upon a very advantageous voyage, which he was 
not at liberty to diſcover. And he aſſured me, 
that it was with the greateſt difficulty he had 
found me, in conſequence of a direction left for 
him at his lodgings in Wapping. | 

| was rejoiced beyond meaſure, at this account 
of his good fortune; and, at his deſire recounted 
all the adventures that had happened to me ſince 
we parted. When he underſtood the parti- 
culars of Strap's attachment to me, he ſqueezed 
his hand very cordially, and promiſed to make a 
man of him; and giving me ten guineas for my 
preſent occaſion, took a direction for the taylor 
who arreſted me, and went away in order to diſ- 
charge the debt, telling me at parting, that he 
would ſoon fetch up all my lee-way with a wet 
fall. : 1 

I was utterly confounded at this ſudden tranſi- 
tion, which affected me more than any reverſe I 
had formerly felt; and a crowd of incoherent 
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ideas ruſhed ſo impetuouſly upon my imagination, 
that my reaſon could neither ſeparate nor conneg 
them; when Strap, whoſe joy had manifeſted it. 
ſelf in a thouſand fouleries, came into my room 
with his ſhaving utenſils, and without any pre. 
vous intimation, began to lather my beard, whiſt. 
ling with great emotion all the While. —!] ſtarr. 
ed from my reverie, and being too well acquaint. 
ed with Strap to truſt myſelf in his hands whiz 
he was under ſuch agitation, deſired to be excy. 
ſed, ſent for another barber, and ſuffered myſelf 
to be trimmed. Having performed the ceremo- 
ny of ablution, I ſhifted and dreſſing in my gay. 
eſt apparel, waited for the return of my uncle, 
who was agreeably ſurprized at my ſudden trauſ- 
format:on. f | 

This beneficent kinſman had ſatisfied my cre. 
ditor, and obtained an order for my diſcharge, 
ſo that I was no longer a priſoner ; but as | had 
ſome reluctance to part with my friends and fe]- 
lows in diſtreſs, 1 prevailed upon Mr Bowling : 
to favour us with his company, and invited Mr 
Melopoyn and Jackſon to ſpend the evening at lea 


my apartment, where [I regaled them with a ſup. * 
per, good wine, and the news of my releaſe, on ge 
which they heartily congratulated me, notwith- ed 
ſtanding the loſs of my cofnpany, which they H 
were pleaſed to ſay, they would ſeverely feel. — li 
As for Jackſon, his misfortune made ſo little im- a, 
preſſion on himſelf, and he was altogether ſolooſe, WR © 
indifferent and indiſcreet, that I could ſcarce pi- th 
ty his ſituation : But I had conceived a venerati- Wil © 
on and friendſhip for the poet, who was, in all h 
reſpects, an object much more worthy of compaſ- 2 


ſion and regard. When our gueſt withdrew, and 
my uncle retired; with an intention to viſit me next 
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morning, I made up a bundle of ſome linen, 
} and other neccflaries, and bidding Strap carry 
wem te Mr Melopoyn's lodging, went thither my- 
ſelf, and preſſed it upon his acceptance with five 
guineas, which with much difficulty he received, ba 
aſſuring me at the fame time, that he ſhould never 
have it in his power to make ſatisfaction. I then 
ated if I could ſerve him any other way, to 
which he anſwered, . You have already done too 
; « much,” and unable to contain the emotions 
of his foul any longer, burſt into tears, and wept 
aloud. Moved at the ſpectacle, I left him to 
his repoſe, and when my uncle returned in the 
morning, repreſented his character in ſuch a fa- 
vourable light, that the honeſt ſeaman was affect- 
ed with his diltreſs, and determined to follow 
my example, in preſenting him with five pieces 
more: Upon which, that | might fave him ſome 
confulion, | adviſed Mr Bowling to incloſe it in 
a letter to be delivered by Strap after we ſhould 
be gone. . . ky I 
This was accordingly done. I took a formal 
leave of all my acquaintance in the jail, and juſt as b 
] was about to ſtep into an hackney coach at the 1 
gate, Jackſon calling me, I returned, and he a{k- 
ed me, in a whiſper, if I could lend him a ſhilling! 
His demand being ſo moderate, and, in all like» 
lihood, the laſt he would make upon me, I flipt | 
a guinea into his hands, which he no ſooner per- 1 
ceived, than he cried, O Jeſus ! a guinea!“ 
then laying hold of a button of my coat, he broke 
out into an immoderate fit of laughter ; and when 
his convulſion was ended, told me, I was an ho- 
neſt fellow, and let me go. The coachman 
was ordered to drive to Mr Bowling's lodgings, 
where, when we arrived, he entered into a ſeri- 


} 
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ideas ruſhed ſo impetuouſly upon my imagiration, 
that my reaſon could neither ſeparate nor conn-q 
them; when Strap, whoſe joy had manifeſted it. 
ſelf in a thouſand fouleries, came into my room 
with his ſhaving utenſils, and without any pre- 
vious intimation, began to lather my beard, whiſt- 
ling with great emotion all the while. —T ſtart. 
ed from my reverie, and being too well acquaint. 
ed with Strap to truſt myſelf in his hands while 
he was under ſuch agitation, deſired to be excy. 
ſed, ſent for another barber; and ſuffered myſclf 
to be trimmed. Having performed the cercmo- 
ny of ablution, J ſhifted and dreſſing in my gay. 
eſt apparel, waited for the return of my uncle, 
who was agreeably ſurprized at my fudden tranſ- 
format:on. | | 

This beneficent kinſman had ſatisfied my cre. 
ditor, and obtained an order for my diſcharge, 
ſo that I was no longer a priſoner ; but as | had 
ſome reluctance to part with my friends and fel- 
lows in diſtreſs, 1 prevailed upon Mr Bowling 
to favour us with his company, and invited Mr 
Melopoyn and Jackſon to ſpend the evening at 
my apartment, where I regaled them with a up. 
per, good wine, and the news of my releaſe, on 
which they heartily congratulated me, notwith- 
ſtanding the loſs of my cofnpany, which they 
were pleaſed to ſay, they would ſeverely feel. — 
As for Jackſon, his misfortune made fo little im- 
preſſion on himſelf, and he was altogether ſo looſe, 
indifferent and indiſcreet, that I could ſcarce pi- 


ty his ſituation: But I had conceived a venerati- 
on and friendſhip for the poet, who was, in all 


reſpects, an object much more worthy of compaſ- 
ſion and regard. When our gueſt withdrew, and 
my uncle retired, with an intention to viſit me next 
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morning, I made up a bundle of ſome linen, 
and other necellaries, and bidding Strap carry 
them to Mr Melopoyn's lodging, went thither my- 
ſelf, and preſſed it upon his acceptance with ſive 
guincas, which with much dulicuity he received, 

aſſuring me at the ſame time, that he ſhould never 
have it in his power to make ſatisfaction. | then 
aſked if I could ſerve him any other way, to 
which he an{wered, «4+ You have already done too 
« much,” and unable to contain the. emotions 
of his foul any longer, burſt into tears, and wept 
aloud. Moved at the ſpectacle, I left him to 
his repole, and when my uncle returned in the 
morning, repreſented his character in ſuch a fa- 
vourable light, that the honeſt ſeaman was affect- 
ed with his diſtrels, and determined to follow 


my example, in preſenting him with ſive pieces 


more: Upon which, that | might ſave him ſome 
confuſion, | adviſed Mr Bowling to incloſe it in 
a letter to be delivered by oy Cn we ſhould 
2 gone. 

This was accordingly done. I took a formal 
leave of all my acquaintance in the jail, and juſt as 
] was about to ſtep into an hackney-coach at the 
gate, Jackſon calling me, I returned, and he alk- 
ed me, in a whiſper, if I could lend him a fhilling! 
His demand being fo moderate, and, in all likes 
lihood, the laſt he would make upon me, I ſlipt 
a guinea into his hands, which he no ſooner per- 


ceived, than he cried, . O Jeſus ! a guinea!“ 


then laying hold of a button of my coat, he broke 
out into an immoderate fit of laughter ; and when 
his convulſion was ended, told me, 1 was an ho- 
nelt fellow, and let me go. The coachman 


was ordered to drive to Mr Bowling's lodgings, 


where, when we arrived, he entered into a ſeri- 


> 
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ous diſcourſe with me, on the ſubject of my fit. 

ation, and propoſed that I] ſhou'd fail with him in 
quality of his ſurgeon; in which caſe, he wong 
put me on a method of getting a fortune in a few 
vears, by my own induftry ; and affured me, that 
1 might expect to inherit all that he ſhould die 
poſſeſfed of, provided I ſhould ſurvive him. 
Though 1 was penetrated with a ſenſe of his gene. 
roſicy, I was (ſtartled at a propoſal that offered 
violence to my love, and ſignified my ſentiments 
on that head, which he did not ſeem to reliſh ; but 
oblerved, that love was the fruit of idleneſs, that 
when once 1 ſhould be employed in bulinefs, and 
my mind engaged in making money, I would be 
no more troubled with theſe ſilly notions, which 
none but your fair weather Jacks, who have no- 
thing but their pleaſure to mind, ought to enter— 
tain. l was pigued at this inſinuation, which 
I looked upon as a reproach, and without giving 
myſelf time to deliberate, accepted his offer. 
He was overjoyed at my compliance, carried me 
immediately to his chief owner, with whom a bar- 
oo was ſtruck, fo that I could nog retract with 

onour, ſhould | be ever ſo much diſpoſed thereto, 

That I might not have time to cool, he bid mc 
draw out a lit of medicines for a compliment of 
five hundred men, adapted to the diſtempers of 
hot climates, and ſufficient for a voyage of eigh- 
teen months; and carry it to a certain whole- 
ſale apotheeary, who would alto provide me in 
two well qualißed mates. — While I was thus 
employed, Strap came in, and looked very blank, 


aſter a pauſe of ſome minutes, he iuſiſted upon 


mace ſhip's Reward by ei Bowling, who pro- 


when he underſtood my reſolution: However, | 


going along with me; and, at my deſire, was 


a> vc ad 
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miſed to be at the expence of fitting him out, 
and to lend him two hundred pounds to purchaſe 
an adventure, 

When I had delirered my liſt of medicines, 
choſen a couple of my own countrymen for mates, 
and beſpoke a ſet of chirurgical inſtruments, my 
uncle told me, that, by his Jaſt voyage, he had clear- 
ed almoſt three thouſand pounds, one thouſand 
of which he would immediately make over, and 
put into my hands; that he would procure for 
me credit to the value of as much more, in ſuch 
goods as would turn to beſt account in the country 
to which we were bound; and that although he 
looked upon his intereſt as my own, he would 
keep the remaining part of his fortune in his own 
diſpoſal, with a view of preſerving his indepen- 
dance, and the power of puniſhing me, in caſe 
1 ſhould not make a good ufe of what he had al- 
ready beſtowed upon me. 

Without troubling the reader with an account 
of the effect which this ſurpriſing generoſity had 
upon my mind, I ſhall only ſay, that his promiſes 
were inſtantly performed, and an invoice of mer- 
chandize, proper for. the voyage, preſented to me, 
that I might purchaſe the goods, and ſhip them 
with all expedition. In the midſt of this burry 
the remembrance of my charming Narciſſa often 
interpoſed, and made me the moſt miſerable of 
all mortals.” I was diſtracted with the thought of 
being torn from her, perhaps for ever ; and tho? 
the hope of ſeeing her again, might have ſupport- 
ed me under the torments of ſeparation, I could 
Not reflect upon the anguiſh the mult feel at part- 
ing with me, and the inceſſant forrows to which 
her tender · boſom would be expoſed during my 


abſence, without being pierced with the * 
Vor II. P p 
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alfliction! As my imagination was daily and 
nightly upon the rack, to invent ſome method 
of mitigating this cruel ſtroke, or, at leaf of 
acquieeing my love and honour, in the opinie 


4 4 


of that gentle creature, I at length ſtumbled up- 


on an expedient, witch which the reader will be 


made acquainted in due time; and, in conſe. 
guznce of my determination, became leſs uncaly 
nad diſtur bed. 

My buſinefs being finiſhed, and the ſhip ready 
to fail, I reſolved to make my laſt appearance 
among my acquaintance at the other end of the 
town, where J had not been ſeen ſince my impri- 
ſonment; and as had, by the advice of my uncle, 
taken off ſome very rich cloaths for ſale, 1 put on 
the gayeſt ſuit in my poſſeſſion, and went in a 
chair to the coffee-houſe | uſed to frequent, 
where 1 found my friend Banter ſo confounded at 
the mapnificence of my dreſs, that when J made 
up. to him, he looked at me with a look of afto- 
nihment, without being able, for ſome minutes, 
to open his p83 then pulling me aſide by 
ide Nee eye,a0d fixing his eyes on mine, accoſted me 
in this manner: Random, where the devil have 
& you been! eh? — What is the meaning of all 
« this fnery ?- Oho ! I poderſiang you —You 
& are juſt arrived from the country! what! the 
roads are good, eh ?—well, Random, you area 
bold fellow, and a lucky fellow but take care, 
« the pitcher goes often to the well, but is broke 


« at laſt.” So ſaying, he pointed to his collar ; 
by which geſture, and the broken hints he had ca- 


culated, ] found he ſuſpected me of having rcd 
on the highway ; and | laughed very heartily y at 
bis ſuppoſition. — Without explaining myſelf «ny 
farther, | teld him, he was miſtaken in his conjec- 
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ture; that l had been, for ſome time paſt, with the 
relation of whom he had avi rare? heard me 
ſpeak 3 and that being to ſet out next day upon my 
0 L had come thither to take my leave of my 
friends, and to receive of him the money he had por- 
rowed from me, which, now that | was ging a 
broad, 1 ſhould have occaſion for.-- He was a title 
diſconcerted at this demand ; but rec: Mletinp him- 
ſelt in a moment, ſwore, in an affected paſſion, tht 
J had uſed him extremely ill, and ke would never 
forgive me, for having, by this ſhort war ping, put 
it out of his power, to tree himſelf of an © bligation 
he could no longer bear.— I could not help tmiling 
at this pretended delicacy, which comme nded 
highly, telling him, he needed not be uncaſ, on 
that {co} e, for | would give him a direction ton 
merchant in the city, with whom | would leave a 
diſcharge for the ſum, to be delivered upon pa. 
ment.— He profeſſed much joy at this expecdic A 
and with great eagerneſs aſked the perſon's nam: 
and place of abode, which he forthwith wrote in 
his pocket- book, alluring me that he would nor 
be long in my debt. —— This affair, which I knew 
he would never after think of, being ſettled to his 
ſatisfaction, | ſent cards to all my friends, deſiring 
the favour of their company at a tavern in the even- 
ing, when they honoured my invitation, and 1 
had the pleaſure of treating them in a very elegant 
manner, at which they expreſſed as much admi- 
ration as applauſe. Having erjoyed onrſelye: 
till midnight, I took my leave of them all, being 
well nigh ſtifled with coreſſes; and next day I ſet 
out with Strap in a poſt chaiſe for Graveſend, 
where we went on board, and the wind ſerving, 
weighed anchor in leſs than twelve hours. . 
Without meeting with any accident, we got as far 
| 
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as the Downs, where we were obliged to come 
to an anchor, and wait for an eaſterly wind 1, 
carry us out of the Channel. 


— 


Ct AT . 


JT ft out for S1Jex--confult Mrs Sagely mchieve an in. 
terview with Narciſſa———rcurn to the fvip 
clear of the channel 


Wwe ve} 
J learn our deſtination aue aye 


Vantage. 


TT was now I put in execution the ſcheme ! 
had projected at London; the aſking leave of 

the captain, for Strap and me to ſtay on ſhore till 
the wind ſhould become favourable, my requett 
was granted, becauſe he had orders to remain in 


the Downs until he ſhould receive ſome diſpatches 


from London, which he did not expect in leſs than 
a week. — Having imparted my reſolution to my 
truſty valet, who (though he endeavoured to Gil. 
ſuade me from ſuch a raſh undertaking) would not 
quit me in the enterprize, I hired horles, and ſet 
out immediately for that part of Suſſex where my 
charmer was confined, which was not above thirty 
miles diſt ant from Deal, where we mounted. — 
As I was perfectly well acquainted with the ex- 
tent of the Squire's eſtate and influence, I halted 
within five miles of his houſe, where we remained 
till the twilight, at which time we ſet forward, 
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and, by the favour of a dark night, gained a copſe 
about half a mile from the village where Mr Sage- 

ly lived. — Here we left our horſes tied to a tree, 

and went directly to the houſe of my old benefac- 

treſs, Strap trembling all the way, and venting 
zjaculatory petitions to heaven for our ſafety. Her 
habitation being quite ſolitary, we arrived at the 

door without being obſerved, when I ordered my 

companion to enter by himſelf, and, in caſe there 
ſhould be company with her, deliver a letter 

which J had wrote for the purpoſe, and ſay, that a 

friend of her's in London, underſtanding that he 
intended to travel this road, had committed it to 
his care. He rapped at the door, to which 
the good old matron coming, told him, that bein 

2 lone woman, he muſt excuſe her if ſhe did not 
open it, until he had declared his name and buſi- 
ness. He anſwered, that his name was un- 
known to her, and that his buſineſs was to deliver 
a letter, which, {to free her from all manner of ap- 
prehenſion) he would convey to her through the 
ſpace between the door and the threſnold.— This 
he inſtantly performed; and ſhe no ſooner read 
the contents, which ſpecified my being preſent, 
than ſhe cried, ** If the perſon who. wrote this let- 
« ter be at hand, let him ſpeak, that I may be aſ- 
« ſured by his voice whether or not ] may ſafely 
« admit him.“ -] forthwith applied my mouth 
to the key-hole, and pronounced, Dear mother, 
you need not be afraid, it is I, ſo much indebt- 
« ed to your goodneſs, who now crave admit- 
« tance.” —dShe knew my voice, and opening 
the door immediately, received me with a truly 
maternal affection, manifeſting by the tears ſhe let 
fall, her concern, leſt 1 ſhould be diſcovered, for 
ſhe had been informed of every thing that had hap- 
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pened between Narcifla and me, from the dea: 

captive's own mouth. — When I explained the 
motive of my journey, which was no other than a 
deſire of ſeeing the object of my love before j 
ſhoald quit the kingdom, that 1 might, in perſon, 
convince her of the neceſſity I was under to leave 
her, reconcile her to that event, by deſcribing the 
advantages that in all probability would attend it, 
repeat my vows of eternal conitancy, and enjoy the 
melancholy pleaſure of a tender embrace at parting. 
| fay, when I had thus ſigniſied my inten- 
tion, Mrs Sagely told me, that Narciſſa, upon her 
return from the Bath, had been ſo ſtridly watched, 
that no body, but one or two of the ſervants, de- 
yoted to her brother, were admitted to her preſence; 
that afterwards ſhe had been a little enlarged, and 
was permitted to ſee company; during which in— 
dulgence, ſhe had been betrayed by one of the ſer- 
vants, who diſcovered to the Squire, that he had 
once carried a letter from her to the poſt houſe, 
directed to me; upon which information, ſhe was 
now more confined than ever, and that I could 
have no chance of ſecing her, unleſs I would run 
the riſque of getting into the garden, where ſhe 
and her maid were every day aliowed to take the 
air and lie hid until i ſhould have an opportunity 
of ſpeaking tothem 
be attended with ſuch Canger, that no man in his 
right wits would attempt it - This enterprize, 
hazardous as it was, I reſolved to perform, in ſpite 
of all the arguments of Mrs Sagely, who reaſoned, 
chid, and intreated by turns ; and the tears and 
prayers of Strap, who conjured me on his knees, 
to have more regard to myſelf, as well as to him, 
than to tempt my own deſtruction in ſuch a preci- 
pitate manner. I was deaf to every thing, but the 


Ld 


an adventure which would 
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fuggeitions of my love; and ordering him to re- 
turn immediately, with the horſes, to the inn from 


whence we ſet out, and wait for my co:ning in 


that place, he at ſirſt peremptorily refuſed to leave 
me, until I perſuaded him, that if our horſes 
ſhould remain where they were 'till day-light, 
they would certainly be diſcovered, and the whole 
country alarmed. On this conſideration, he took 
his leave in a forrowful plight, kiſſed my hand, and 
weeping, cried, * God knows, if ever I ſhall ſee 
« you again.“ -. My kind landlady finding me ob- 
flinate, gave me her belt advice how to behave in 
the execution of my proſpect; and after having per- 
ſuaded me to take a little refre{hment, accommo- 
dated me with a bed, and left me to my repoſe. 
Larly in the morning, I got up, and armed with a 
couple of loaded piſtols and a hanger, went to the 
back of the Squire's garden, climbed over the wall, 
and, according to Mrs Sagely's direction, conceal- 
ed myſelf in a thicket, hard by an alcove which 
terminated a walk at a good diſtance from the 
houſe, which (I was told) my miſtreſs chiefly fre- 
quented.— Here I abſconded from five o'clock in 


the morning to fix in the evening, without ſeeing 


a human creature; at laſt I perceived two women 
approaching, whom, by my throbbing heart, I ſcon 
recognized to be the adorable Narciffa and Miſs 
Williams. I felt the ſtrongeſt agitation of ſoul at 
the ſight ; and gueſſing that they would repoſe 
theraſelves in the alcove, | ſtept into it unpercet- 


ved, and laid upon the ſtoxe- table a picture of my - 


ſelf i in miniature, for which I had fat in London, 
purpoſing to leave it with Narcifſa before ] ſhould 


go abroad. 1 expoſed it, in this manner, as an in- 


troduction to my own appearance which, without 
{ome previous iati mation, L was afraid might have 
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an unlucky effect upon the delicate nerves of m 
fair enſlavgr ; and then withdrew into the thicket, 
where J could hear their diſcourſe, and ſuit myſelf 
to the circumſtances of the occaſion. As they 
advanced, I obſerved an air of melancholy in the 
countenance of Narciſſa, blended with ſuch un- 
ſpeakable ſweetneſs, that I could ſcarce refrain from 
flying into her arms, and kiſſing away the pearly 
drop that ſtood collected in each bewitching eyc. 
According to my expectation, ſhe entered the al- 
cove, 2nd perceiving ſomething on the table, took 
at up. No ſooner did ſhe caſt her eye upon the 
features, than ſtartled at the reſemblance, the cri- 
ed, 4 Gracious God!“ and the roſes inſtantly va- 
niſhed from her cheeks. — Her confidante,alarmed 
at this exclamation, looked at the picture, and 
ſtruck with the likenels, exclaimed, O jeſus 
„the very features of Mr Random!” Narciila 
having recollected herſelf a little, ſaad, , Whatever 
angel brought it hither as a comfort to me in 
c my affliction, I am thankful for the benefit, ar d 
will preſerve it as the deareſt object of my care.“ 
So ſaying, ſhe kifſed it with ſurpriſing ardour, 
Jhed a flood of tears, and then depoſited the life- 
Teſs image in her lovely boſom. Tranſported at 
theſe {ſymptoms of her unaltered affe tion, I was 
about to throw myſelf ar her feet, when Miſs Wil- 
liams, whoſe reflections was leſs engaged than that 
of her miſtreſs, obſerved, that the picture could not 
tranſport itſelf bither, and that ſhe could not help 
thinking I was not far of, —The gentle Narciſſa 
ſtarting at this conjecture, anſwered, © Heaven 
* forbid ! for although nothing in the univerſe 
could yield me ſatisfaction equal to that of his 
-66 preſence for one poor moment, in a proper place, 
I would rather forfeit his company-- almoſt for 
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te ever, than ſee him here, where his life would be 
&« expoſed to ſo much danger!“ could no 
longer reſtrain the impulſe of my paſſion, but 
breaking from my concealment, ſtood before her, 
when ſhe uttered a fearful ſhriek; and fainted in 
the arms of her companion. I flew towards the 
treaſure of my ſou), claſped her in my embrace, 
and with the warmth of my kiſſes, brought her 
again to life. O! that I were endowed with the 
expreſſions of a Raphael, the graces of a Guido, the 
magic touches of a Titian, that J might repreſent 
the fond concern, the chaſtened rapture, and in- 
genuous bluſh that mingled on her beanteous face, 
when ſhe opened her eyes upon me, and pronoun— 
ced, „O heavens ! is it you!“ 

] 2m afraid I have already encroached upon the 
reader's patience, with the particulars of this 
amour, on which (1 _ I cannot help being im- 
pertinently circumſtantial. I ſhall therefore omit 
the leis material paſſages of this interview, during 

which I convinced her reaſon, though I could not 
appeaſe the ſad preſages of her love, with regard to 
the long voyage, and dangers I muſt undergo. — 
When we had fpent an hour (which is all ſhe could 
tpare from the barbarity of her brother's vigilance) 
in lamenting over our hard fate, and in'repeating 
our reciprocal vows, Miſs Williams reminded us 
of the neceſſity there was for our immediate part- 
ing; and ſure, lovers never parted with fuch ſor- 
row and reluctance as we. But, becauſe my words 
are incapable of doing juſtice to this affectionate cir- 


cumſtance, I am obliged to draw a veil over it, and 


. obſerve, that l kee in the dark, to the houſe of 
Mrs Sagely, who was overjoyed to hear of my ſuc- 
ceſs, and oppoſed the tumults of my grief with 


ſuch ſtrength of reaſon, that my mind regained in 
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ſome meaſure its tranquillity ; and that very night, 
after having forced upon this good gentlewoman 4 
purſe of twenty guineas,as a token of my gratitude 
and eſteem, I took my leave of her, ſet out on foot 
for the inn, where my arrival freed honeſt Strap 
from the horrors of unutterable dread. | 

We took horſe immediately, and alighted early 
next morning at Deal, where 1 found my uncle in 
great concern on account of my abſence, becauſe 
he had received his diſpatches, and muſt have 
weighed with the firft fair Wind, whether I had 
been on board or not. — Next day, a briſſc eaſterly 
oale ſpringing up, we ſet fail, and in eight and 
forty hours got clear of the channel. 

When we were about 200 leagues from the 
land's end, the captain taking me apart into his 
cabin, told me, that, now he was permitted by his 
inſtructions, he would diſcloſe the intent and de- 
ſtination of our voyage: The ſhip (ſaid he) 
« which has been fitted out at great expence, is 
'« bound for the coaſt of Guinea, where we ſha]! 
« exchange part of our cargo for ſlaves and gold 
« duſt; from thence we will tranſport our negroes 
« to Buenos Ayies in new Spain, where (by vir- 
« tue of paſſports obtained from our own court, 
& and that of Madrid) we will diſpoſe of them and 
ce the goods that remain on board for ſilver, by 
« means of our ſupercargo, who is perfectly well 
& acquainted with the coaſt, the lingo, and inhabi- 
ce tants. Being thus let into the ſecret of our 


expedition, I borrowed of the ſupercargo a Spaniſh 
grammar, dictionary, and ſome other books of the 
ſame language, which | ſtudied with ſuch applica- 
tion, that, before we arrived in New- Spain, could 
maintain a converſation with him in that tongue. 
Being arrived in the warm latitudes, 1 ordered 
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(with the captain's conſent) the whole ſhip's com- 
pany to be blooded and e myſelf undergo— 
ing the ſame evacuation, in order to prevent thoſe 
dangerous fevers, to which northern conſtituti- 
ons are ſubject in hot climates; and | have rea- 
ſon to believe that his precaution was not unſer- 
viceable, for we loſt but one ſailor during our 
whole paſſage to the coaſt. 

One day, when we had been about five weeks 
at ſea, we deſcried to windward a large ſhip bearing 
down upon us with all the fail the could carry. 
Upon which my uncle ordered the ſtudding fails 
10 be hoiſted, and the ſhip to be cleared for epgag- 
ing; but finding, that (to uſe the ſeaman's phraſe) 
we were very mach wronged by the ſhip that had 
us in chaſe, and which by this time had hoitted 
French colours, he commanded the ftudding-fails 
to be taken in, the courſes to be clewed vp, the 
main-top- ſail to be backed, the tompions to be ta- 
ken out of the guns, and every man to repair to 
his quarters. While every body was buſied in the 
performance of theſe orders, Strap came upon the 
quarter-deck, trembling and looking aghaſt, and 
with a voice half ſuppreſſed by fear, afked if [ 
thought we were a match for the veſſel in purſuit 
of us. Obſerving his conſternation, I ſaid, 4 What! 
are you afraid, Strap??? © Afraid! (he replied) 
© n-n-no, what ſhould I be afraid of? J thank 
„ God I have a clear conſcience ; but I believe 
« it will be a bloody battle, and I with you may 
© not have occaſion for another hand to aſliſt you 
“in the cock- pit“ —1 immediately perceived his 
drift, and making the captain acquainted with h's 
ſituation, defired he might be ſtationed below with 
me and my mates. My uncle, incenſed at his pu- 
. bid me ſend him down inſtantly, that 


rr 
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his fear might not infe& the ſhip's company 
whereupon I told the poor ſteward, that I had beg- 
ged him for an aſſiſtant, and deſired him to go 
down and help my mates to get ready the initru- 
ments and dreſſings.— Notwithſtanding the ſatiſ- 
faction he muſt have felt at theſe tidings, he affec- 
ted a ſhyneſs of quitting the upper- deck; and ſaid, 
he hoped I did not imagine he was afraid to do his 
duty above board, for he believed bimſelf as well 
prepared for death as any man in the flip, no diſ- 
paragement to me or the captain.—i was diſguſted 


at this affectation, and in order to puniſh his hy- 


pocriſy, aſſured him he might take his choice ei- 
ther of going down to the cock- pit with me, or 
of ſtaying upon deck during the engagement. A- 
larmed ar this indifference, he replied, , Well, 


to oblige you, I'll go down, but remember it 


<« is more for your ſake than my own.“ So ſay- 
ing, he diſappeared in a twinkling, without wait- 
ing for an anſwer. By this time we could ob- 
ſerve two tier of guns in the ſhip which purſued 
us, and which was now but two ſhort miles a- 
ſtern. This diſcovery had an evident effect upon 


the ſailors, who did not ſcruple to ſay, that we 


ſhould be torn to pieces, and blown out of the 
water, and that if in caſe any of them ſhould loſe 
their precious limbs, they mult go a begging for 
life, for there was no proviſion made by the mer- 


_ . chants for thoſe poor ſouls who are maimed in 


their ſervice, The captain underſtanding this 
backwardneſs, ordered the crew abaft, and ſpoke 
to them thus: * My lads, I am told, you hang 
an a-—ſe.——T have gone to ſea thirty years, 
* man and boy, and never ſaw Engliſh ſailors 
c afraid before. Mayhap you think I want 
<< to expoſe you for the lucre of gain,— 
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t Whoſoever thinks ſo, thinks a damned lie, for 1 
« my whole cargo is inſured; fo that, in caſe 1 FA 
„ ſhould be taken, my loſs will not be preat.— | 
«© The enemy is ſtronger than we to h ſure— 
« What then? have we not a chance of carrying 
« away one of her maſts, and ſo get cl<ar of ber? ; 
If we find her too hard for vs, tis but ſtriking .. 
&« at laſt.— If any man is hurt in che engagement, 1 
« 1 promiſe on the word of an honeſt ſcaman, to 0 { 
« make him a recompence according to his toſs. 15 
S0 now, you that are lazy, lubberly, cowardly | { 
« dogs, get away and ſculk in the hold, and | 
„ bread-room ; and you that are joly boys, ſtand 
&« by me, and let us give one broad-fide for the 
4 honour of Old England.“ This eloquent ha- 
rangue was ſo well adapts d to the diſpoſition of 
his hearers, that one and all of them, pulling off 
their hats, waved them over their heads, and ſa- 
luted him with three cheers; upon which he ſent 1 
his boy for two large caſe- bottles of brandy, and 1 
having treated every man with a dram, they re- 1 
paired to their quarters, and waited Anparient!/ þ 
tor the word of command. I muit do my un- 4 
cle the juſtice to ſay, that, in the whole of his W 
diſpoſition, he behaved with the utmolt intrepi- 1 
dity, conduct and deliberation.— The enemy be- mt! 
ing very near, he ordered me to my ſtation, and N 
{ 
| 


re 
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was juſt going to give the word for hoiſting the 
colours, and firing, when the ſuppoſed French - 
man, hauling down his white pennant, Jack and 8 


enſign, hoiſted Engliſh ones, and fired a gun a- Wt 
head of us: This was a joyful event to captain 0 
Bowling; who immediately ſhewed his colours, 4 
and fired a gun to leeward : Upon which the o- bi: 


ther ſhip ran a long-ſide of him, hailed him, and 95 
giving him to know, that ſhe was an Engliſh man Mes | 
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of war of forty guns, ordered him to hoiſt ous 
his boat, and come on board. This he per- 
formed with the more alacrity, becauſe, upon 
enquiry, he found that ſhe was commanded by an 
old meſs-mate of his, who was overjoyed to {ce 
him, detained him to dinner, and ſent his barge 


for the ſupercargo and me, who were very much 


carreſſed on his account. As this commander 
was deſtined to cruize upon the French, in the 
latitude of Martinico, his (tem and quarters were 
adorned with white flowers des lys, and the whole 
ſhell of the ſhip ſo much diſguiſed, for a decoy 
to the enemy, that it was no wonder my uncle 
did not know her, although he had failed on 
board of her many years. ——— We kept com- 
pany with her four days, during which time the 
captains were never aſunder, and then parted, 
our courſe lying different from her's. 


In leſs than a fortnight after, we made the land 


of Guinea, near the mouth of the river Gambia, 


and trading along the coalt as far to the ſouthward 
of the Line as Angola and Bengola, in leſs than 


fix months diſpoſed of the greateſt part of our car- 


go, and purchaſed four hundred negroes, my 
adventure having been laid out en i in gold 
duſt. 

Our compliment being made up, we took our 
departure from Cape Negro, and arrived in the 
Rio de la Plata in fix weeks, having met with no- 
thing remarkable in our voyage, except an epide- 
mic fever, not unlike the jail diſtemper, which 
broke out among our ſlaves, and carried off a good 


many of the ſhip's company; among whom i loſt 
one of my mates, and poor Strap had well nigh. 


given up the ghoſt. Having produced our paſs- 
port to the Spaniſh governor, we were received with 
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great courteſy, {old our flaves in a very few days, 
and could have put off ſive times the number at 
our own price; being obliged to ſmuggle the reſt 
of our merchandize, conſiſting of European bale- 
goods, which, however: we made ſhift to diſpoſe 
of at a great advantage. 


CHAP. LXVI. 


Tam wmted ts the Villa of a Spaniſh Don, where we meet with 
an Engl ſh gentleman, and mike a very intereſting diſcovery 
e leave Buenos- _ es, and arrive at Jamaica, 


UR ſhip being freed from the diſagreeable 
lading of Negroes, to whom, indeed, I had 

been a miſerable ſlave, tince our leaving the coaſt 
of Guinea, I began to enjay myſelf, and breathe 


with pleaſure the pure air of Paraguay: this part of 


- which is reckoned the Montpelier of South Ame- 
rica, and has obtained, on account of its climate 
the name of Buenos Ayres ——— It was in this 


delicious place, that I gave myſelf entirely up to 


the thoughts of my dear Narciſſa, whoſe image ſtill 
kept full poſſeſſion of my breaſt, and whoſe charms, 
enhanced by abſence, appeared to my imaginati- 
on, if poſhble, more engaging than ever! I cal- 
culated the profits of my voyage, which even ex- 
ceeded my expectation; reſolved to purchaſe a 
handſome ſinecure upon my arrival in England, and 
if | ſhould find the Squire as averſe to me as e- 
ver, marry his ſiſter by ſtealth, and, in caſe our 
family ſhould encreaſe, rely upon the generoſity 
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of my uncle, who was by this time worth a con- 
ſiderable ſam, 

While I amuſed myſelf with theſe agreeable 
projects, and the tranſporting hopes of enjoying 
Narciſſa, we were very much careſſed by the Spa- 
niſh gentlemen, who frequently formed parties of 
pleaſure for our entertainment, in which we made 
excurſions a good way into the country. Amon 
thoſe who ſignalized themſelves by there civility 
to us, their was one Don Antonia de Ribera, a 
very polite young gentleman, with whom 1 had 
conttaczd an intimate friendſhip, who invited ns 
one day to his country-houſe, and as a further 
inducement to our compliance, promiſed to pro- 
cure {or vs the company of an Engliſh ſignor, who 
had been ſettled in thoſe parts many years, and 
acquired the love aud eſteem of the whole province, 
by his affability, good ſenſe, and honourable be- 
haviour. | 

We accepted his invitation, and ſet out for his 
Villa, where we had not been longer than an hour, 
when the perſon arrived, in whole favour I had 
been ſo much prepoſſeſſed.- He was a tall 
man, remarkably we:]-ſhaped, of a fine mein and 
appearance, commanding reſpect, and ſcemed to 
be turned of forty ; the features of his face were 
ſaddened with a reſerve and gravity, which in o- 
ther countries would have been thopght the ef- 


fect of melancholy; but here, appeared to have 


been contracted by his commerce with the Spa- 
niards, who are remarkable for that ſeverity of 
countenance, Underſtanding from Don Anto- 


nia that we were his country-men, he ſaluted us 


all round very complaiſantly, and fixing his eyes 
attentively on me, uttered a deep figh.-- I had 
been ſtruck with a profound veneration for him 
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t his firſt coming into the room; and no ſooner 
obſerved this expreſſion of his ſorrow, directed, 
as it were in a particular manner to me, than my 
heart took part in his grief, I Tympathized invo- 
luntarily, and ſighed in my turn. — Having aſi- 
ed leave of our entertainer, he accoſted us in 
Engliſh, profeſſed bis ſatisfaction at ſeeing ſo 
many of his country-men in ſuch a remote place, 
and afked the captain, who went by the name of 
Signor Thoma, from what part of Britain he 
failed, and whither he was bound. My un- 
cle told him that we had failed from the river 
Thames, and were bound for the ſame place, by 
the way of Jamaica, where he intended to take 
in a lading of ſugar. 

Having ſatisfied himſelf in theſe and other par- 
ticulars about the ſtate of the war, he gave us to 
underſtand, that he had a longing deſire to reviſit 
his native country, in conſequence of which, he 
had already tranſmitted to Europe the greateſt part 
of his fortune in neutral bottoms, and would wil- 
lingly embark the reſt of it with himſelf, in our 
ſhip, provided the captain had no objection to 
ſuch a paſſenger. —My uncle very prudently re- 
plied, that, for his part, he ſhould be glad of his 
company, if he could procure the conſent of the 
governor, without which he durſt not admit him 
on board, whatever inclination he had to oblige 
him.— The gentleman approved of his diſcretion, 
and telling him, that there would be no difficul- 
ty in obtaining the connivance of the governor, 
who Was his good friend, ſhifted the converſati- 
on to another ſubject. 

1 was overjoyed to hear his intention, and al- 
ready intereſted myſelf ſo much in his favour, that 


he had been diſappointed, 1 ſhould have been very 
II. Rr 
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unhappy : In the courſe of our entertainment, he 
eyed me with an uncommon attachment ; I felt a 
ſurprizing attraction towards him; when he ſpoke, 
J liſtened with attention and reverence: the digni- 
ty of his deportment filled me with affection and 
awe, and, in ſhort, the emotions of my foul, in 
preſence of this ſtranger, were ſtrong and unac- 
countable. 

Having ſpent the beſt part of the day with us, 
he took his leave, telling Captain Thoma, that 
he ſhould hear from him in a ſhort time: He 
was no ſooner gone, than J aſked a thouſand 
queſtions about him, of Don Antonia, .who 
could give me no other ſatisfaction, than that his 
rame was Don Rodriguez, that he had lived 
ſifteen or ſixteen years in theſe parts, was repu- 
ted rich, and ſuppoſed to have been unfortunate 
in his younger years, becauſe he was obſerved to 
nouriſh a penſive melancholy, even from the time 
of his ſirſt ſettlement among them; but that no- 


body had ventured to enquire into the cauſe of 


his ſorrow, in confideration of his peace, which 
might ſuffer in the recapitulation of his misfor- 
tunes. 

I was ſeized with an irreſiſtible defire-of know: 
ing the particulars of his fate, and enjoyed not an 
hour of repoſe, during the whole night, by rea- 
Jon of the eager conceptions that inſpired me, with 


regard to his (tory, which I reſolved (if puſhble). 


to learn. Next morning, while we were at 


breakfaſt, three mules, richly capariſoned, arrived, 
with a mellage from Don Rodriguez, defiring our 
company, and that of Don Antonia, at his houſe, 
V hich was ſituated about ten miles further up in the 
country. — I was pleaſed with this invitation, in 
conſequence of which, we mounted the mules 
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"which he had provided for us, and alighted at his 
houſe before noon. —— Here we were ſplendid- 
ly entertained by the generous ſtranger, who ſtill 
ſeemed to ſhew a particular regard for me, and, 
after dinner, made me a preſent of a ring {ct with 
a beautiful amethyſt, the production of that coun- 
try, ſaying, at the fame time, that he was once 
bleſſed with a fon, who, had he lived, would have 
been nearly of my age. This obſervation, deliver - 
ed with a profound ſigh, made my heart thro" 


with violence; a crowd of confuſed ideas ruſhed. 


upon my imaginstion; which, while | endeavour- 
ed to unravel, my uncle perceived my abſence ot 
thought, and, tapping me on the ſhoulder, ſaid, 
“ Oons! are you afleep, Rory!“ Before l had tima 
to reply, Doa Rodriguez, with an uncommon 
eagerneſs of voice and look, pronounced, Pr ay's 
„Captain, what is the young gentleman's name? 
0 His name (ſaid my uncle), is Roderick Ran- 
« dom.”—< Gracious Powers ! (cried the ſtran- 
ger, ſtarting up) Aud his mother's ??-—<© 1:3 


e mother (anſwered the captain amazed) was cal- 


“led Charlotte Bowling.“ « () bounteous 
© heaven! (exclaimed Don Rodriguez, ſpring - 
& ing a-croſs the table, and claſping me 1n his 
0 arms) my fon ! my ſon! have | found thee a- 
« gain? do [ hold thee in my embrace, after ha- 
“ vying loſt and deſpaired of ſeeing thee, ſo long.“ 
80 ſaying, he fell upon my neck and wept a- 
loud with joy; while the power of nature opera- 
ting ſtrongly in my breaſt, I was loſt ia rapture, 
and while he pret ſſed me to his heart, let fail 4 
ſhower of tears in his boſom. His utterance 
was choaked up a good while, by the agitation 
of his foul; at lagen he broke out into © my 


& terious providence ! O my dear Cha 


- » om ” 

= + — 5 
— _— 2 
” 5 2 — 
— BELT fn — 


-- 

2 

— 
8 
jury Henne 

— — 


— 
- 


— — —ͤ— — 


= 8 —— 
„ 


ou — >a 
7. 


CR 

A — 1 

8 - 

> 25 - ©. _ 
I os » a4 
7 "> - Sp ": 
: ee "4 2 

R 


. 
— IE ee — f 7 
* => 

” 8 * 


® 3 
* 9 
** — 


316 THE ADVENTURES OP 


« lotte! there yet remains a pledge of our love 

6 and ſuch a pledge =—Þo found! „ — O in- 
„finite goodneſs ! let me adore thy allwiſe de- 
« crees! Having thus exprefled himſelf, he 


kneeled upon the floor, lifted up his eyes and 
hands to heaven, and remained ſome minutes in z 


ſilent extaſy cf devotion: I put myſelf in the fame 

FJolhre, adored the all good Diſpoſer in a prayer 
A? mental thankſgiving ; ; and when his ejaculation 
was ended, did homage to my father, and craved 
his parental blefing. He hugged me again with 
unutterable fondneſs, and. having implored the 
protection of heaven upon my head, raiſed me 


trom the ground, and preſented me as his ſon to 


the company, who wept in concert over this affes- 
ting {cene.— — Among the reſt my uncle did not 
fail of diſcovering. the goodneſs and joy of bis 
heart, aib-it unuſed 15 the melting mood ; 

blubbered with great. tenderneſs, and won Hg 


my. father's hand, cried, Brother Random, J 


am rejoiced to fee you—God be praiſed for 
„this happy meeting.“ 
derſtanding that he was his brother-in-law, em- 
braced him affectionately, laying, « Are you my 
6 Chorlotte's brother? alas! unhappy Char- 


6% lotte !. 
C6 


meet again, never more to part I Brother, 
you are truly welcome— Dear fon, Jam trani- 
« ported with unſpeakable joy |—— This day is 
& a jubilee—My friends and ſervants ſhall ſhare 
« my ſatisfaction.“ 

While he diſpatched meſſengers to the gentle- 
men in the neighbourhood, toanounce this event, 


and gave orders for a grand cntertainment, I was 


fo much affected with the tumults of paſſion, 
wich akailed me on this great, ſudden, and unex- 


Don Rodriguez, un- 


„ e A. 2. 2. 


but why ſhould I repine ? we hail 


4 
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peed occaſion, that I fell ſick, fevered, and in 
leſs than three hours, became quite delirious ; fo 
that the preparations were countermanded, and 
the joy of the family converted into grief and de- 
ſpair. Phyſicians were inſtantly called, I wes 
plentifully blooded in the foot, my lower extremi- 
ties were bathed in a decoction of ſalutiferous herbs; 
in ten hours after I was taken ill, I enjoyed a cri- 
tical ſweat, and, next day, felt no remains of the 
diſtemper, but an agreeable laſſitude, which did 
not hinder me from getting up. — During the pro- 
greſs of this fever, which, from the term of its du- 
ration, is called Ephemera, my father never once 
quitted my bed - ſide, but adminittered the preſcrip- 
tions of the phyſicians with the moſt pious care; 
while captain Bowling manifeſted his concern, by 
the like attendance. 1 no ſooner found myſelf 
delivered from the diſeaſe, than I bethought myſelf 
of my honeſt friend Strap; and reſolving to make 
him happy forthwith, in the knowledge of my good 
fortune, told my fakes + in general, that J had been 
infinitely obliged to this faithful adherent; and 
begged he would indulge me fo far as to ſend for 
him, without letting him know my happineſs, un- 
til he could receive an account of it from my own. 
mouth. 

My requeſt was inſtantly complied with, and 2 
meſſen ger, with a ſpare mule, detached to the ſhip, 
carrying orders from the captain to the mate to 
fend the ſteward by the bearer.— My health being 
in the mean time re- eſtabliſned, and my mind 
compoled, I began to reliſh this important turn of 
my fortune, in reflecting upon the advantages with 
which it muſt be attended; and as the idea of my 
lovely Narciſſa always joined itſelf to every ſcene 
ef happineſs I could imagine, | entertained myſelf 
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now, with the proſpect of poſſeſſing her in that 


diſtinguiſhed ſphere to which the was entitled by 
her birth and qualifications.— Having often men- 
tioned her name while I was deprived of my ſenſes, 
my father gueſſed that there was an intimate con- 
nection between us, and diſcovering the picture 
which hung in my boſom by a ribbon, did not 
doubt it was the reſemblance of my amiable 
miſtreſs : In this belief he was confirmed by m 

uncle, who told him that it was the picture of a 
young woman to whom I was under promiſe of 
marriage. Alarmed at this piece of informati- 
on, Don Rodriguez took the firſt opportunity of 
queſtioning me about the circumſtances of this af- 
fair, which, when I had candidly recounted, he 
approved of my paſſion, and promiſed to contribute 
ail in his power towards its ſucceſs; tho? I ne- 
ver doubred his generoſity, I was tranſported on 
this occaſion, and throwing myſelf at his ſeet, told 
him, he had now compleated my happineſs ; for 
without the poſſeſſion of Narciſſa, I ſhould be mi- 
ſerable e all the pleaſures of life. He raiſed 
me with a ſmile of paternal fondneſs ; ſaid, he 
knew whart it was to be in love; and e 

that if he had been as tenderly beloved by his fa- 
ther as I was by mine, he would not now, perhaps 
have cauſe Here he was interrupted by a ſigb, 

the tears ſtood collected in his eyes, he ſuppreſſed 
the dictates of his grief, and the time being oppor- 
tune, defired me to relate the paſſages of my life, 
which my uucle had told him were manifold and 
ſurprizing.--Il recounted the moſt material circum- 
ſtances of my fortune, to which he liſtened with 
wonder and attention, manifeſting from time to 
time thoſe different emotions, which my different 
ſituations may be ſuppoſed to have raiſed in a pa- 


RODERICK RANDOM. 319 


rent's breaſt; and when my detail was ended, bleſ- 
Ted God for the adverſity 1 had undergone, which, 
he faid, enlarged the underſtanding, improved the 
heart, ſteeled the conſtitution, and qualified a 
yourig man for all the duties and enjoyments of 


life, much better than any education which afflu- 


ence could beſtow, 

When J had thus ſatisfied his curiofity, I diſ- 
covered an inclination to hear the particulars of 
his ſtory, which he gratified, by beginning with 
his marriage, and proceeding to the day of his 
diſappearing, as J have related in the firſt part of 
my memoirs. . Careleſs of life (continued he) 
and unable to live in a place where every ob- 
ce j2& recalled the memory of my dear Charlotte, 
& whom TI had loſt through the barbarity of an 


cc 


© child, then an infant, with an heart full of un- 


ce utterable woe, but little ſuſpecting, that my fa- 
6 ther's unkindneſs would have deſcended to 
my innocent orphan; and ſetting out alone, 
at midnight, for the neareſt ſea port, early next 
morning got on board a ſhip bound, as I heard, 

for France, and bargaining with the maſter 
for my paſſage, bid a long adieu to my native 
country, and put to ſea with the firſt fair wind. 

The place of our deſtination was Granville; 
but we had the misfortune to run upon a ridge 
Hof rocks near the iſſand of Alderney called the 
& Cafkets, where the ſex runaing high, the ſhip 
went to pieces, the boar ſünk along ſide, and 
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who by the aſkitanc: of a grating got a ſhore 
on the coaſt of Normandy : ] went directly to 


4 
60 


„ Count whom ! had formerly known in my tra- 


unnatural parent, I took my leave of you, my 


every ſoul on board heriched, except myſelf, 


Caen, where I was ſo lucky as to meet witha 
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ce 
40 
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of Peru. 


him to his government in the Indies, where, 
however, by reaſon of my religion, it was not 


vels: With this gentleman, I ſet out for Paris, 
where I was recommended by him and other 
friends, as tutor to a young nobleman, whom 
i accompanied to the court of Spain. — There 
we remained a whole year, at the end of which 
my pupil being recalled by his father, I quit- 
ted my office and ftayed behind, by the advice 
of a certain Spanith grandee who took me into 


his protection, and introduced me to another 


nobleman, who was afterwards created Viceroy 
He inſiſted on my attending 


in his power to make my fortune any other way 
than by encouraging me to trade, which I had 
not long proſecuted when my patron died, and 


I found myſelf in the midſt of ſtrangers, with- 


out one friend to ſupport or protect me; urged 
by this conſideration, I ſold my effects and re- 


moved to this country, the governor of which 


having been appointed by the Viceroy, was 
my intimate acquaintance.— Here as heaven 
proſpered my endeavours, during a ref; dence 
of ſixteen years, in which my tranquillity was 


never invaded but by the remembrance of your 


mother, whoſe death I bave in ſecret mourned 
without ceaſing ; and the reflection of you, 
whole fate J could never learn, notwithſtand- 


ing all my enquiries, by means of my. friends 
in France, who after the moſt ſtrict examinatt- 


on, cculd give me no other account, than that 
you went abroad fix years ago, and was never 
after heard of. I could not reſt ſatisfied with this 


imperfect information, and though my hope of 
« finding you was but languid, reſolved to go in 
queſt of you in perſon ; for whichpurpoſe, I have 
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ce remitted to Holland the value of twenty thou- 

© ſand pounds, and am in poſſeſſion of fifteen 

thouſand more, with which I intended to em- 

bark myſelf on board of Capt. Bowling, before 

& I diſcovered this amazing ſtroke of Providence, 

which you may be ſure has not altered my in- 
«© tention,” 

My father having entertained us with this a- 
greeable ſketch of his life, withdrew in order to 
relieve Don Antonio, who, in his abſence, had 
done the honours of his houſe; and I was juſt 
dreſſed for my appearance among the gueits, 
when Strap arrived from the ſhip. 

He no ſooner entered the grand apartment in 
which I was, and ſaw the magnificence of my 
apparel, than his ſpeech was loſt in amazement, 
and he gaped in ſilence at the objects that ſur- 
rounded him.] took him by the hand, obſerved 
that i had ſent for him to be a witneſs and ſharer 
of my happineſs, and told him I had found a fa- 
ther —At theſe words he ſtarted, and after ha- 
ving continued ſome minutes with his mouth and 
eyes wide open, cried, © Aha !—odd, I know 
* what ! go thy ways, poor Narciſſa, and go thy 
% ways ſomebody elſe - well Lord, what a thing 
« is love? — God help us! are all our mad 
*s pranks and proteſtations come to this? what! 
„% and you have fixed your habitation in this 
« diſtant land! God -profper you I find 
% e mult part at at, for J would not leave 
my poor carcaſe ſo far from my native home, 
& for all the wealth of the univerſe !”? With theſe 
ejaculations, he began to ſob and make wry faces; 
upon which I aſſured him of his miſtake, both in 
regard of Narciſſa, and my ſtaying at Paraguay, 
and informed him as briefly as 1 could, ot the 
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great event which had happened. Never 
was rapture more ludicrouſly expreſſed, than in 
the behaviour of this worthy creature, who cried, 
izu2hed, whiſtled, {ung and danced, all in a breath; 
his tranſport was ſcarce over, when my father 
entcred, who no ſooner underſtood that this was 
Strap, than he took him by the hand, ſaying, 
« Is this the honeſt man, who befriended you ſo 
* much in your diſtreſs ? you are welcome to my 
* houſe, and I ſhall ſoon put it in the power of 
my fon to reward you for your good offices in 
© his behalf! in the mean time, go with us and 
s partake of the repaſt that is provided.“ Strap, 
wild as he was with joy, would by no means 
accept of the proffered honour, crying, © God for- 
« bid! I know my diftance—your worſhip ſhall 
« excuſe me.” And Don Rodriguez finding 
his modeſty invincible, recommended him to his 
Major Domo, to be treated with the utmoſt reſpect, 
while he carried me into a large ſaloon, where I 


Was preſented to a numerous company, who load- 


ed me with compliments and careſſes, and congra- 
tulated my father in terms not proper for me to 
repeat. 

Without ſpecifying the particulars of our en- 
tertainment, et it ſuffice to ſay, it was at the ſame 
time elegant and ſumptuous, and the rejoicings 
Jlaſted two days: After which, Don Rodriguez 
ſettled his affairs, converted his effects into ſilver 
and gold, viſited and took leave of all his friends, 
who, were grieved at his departure, and honour- 
ed me with conſiderable preſents ; and coming on 
board of my uncle's ſhip, with the firſt favourable 
wind we failed from the Rio de la Plata, and m 
two months came ſafe to an anchor in the har 
- bour of Kingſton in the iſland of Jamaica, 


2 a Wwe 3 >. >. at 
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e. 


T viſit my eld jrierd Thomſon we ſet fail for Eus pe, 
meet with an odd adventure arrive in Eng!an d 
ride acrofs the country from Portſmouth 10 Suffe „ 
verſe with Mrs Sagely, who informs me 1. Narciſis be- 
ing in London — in conſequence of this intell 185 ce. I - 
ceed to Canterbury ----- meet with My old friend Morgan 
arrive at Loidon------vifit Narc, fare iN as Ince my 
father to her he is charmed xvith her g ſer ſe oa 
beauty. ue come to a determiaciion of demandir. ler 
brother's conſent io our marriage. 


1 
| 


Enquired, as ſoon as I got aſhore, about 
generous companion Mr Thomſon ; and hear- 
ing that he lived in a flouriſhing condition, upon 
the eſtate left to him by his wife's father, who bad 
been dead ſome years, I took horſe immediately, 
with the conſent of Don Rodriguez, who had 
heard me mention him with great regard, and in 
a few hours reached the place of his habitation; 
1 ſhould much wrong the delicacy of Mr 
Thomſon's ſeatiments, to > ſay barely he was olad 
to ſce me: He felt all that the moſt ſenſible and 
diſintereſted friendſhip could feel on this occaſion, 
introduced me to his wife, a very amiable young 


lady, who had already bleſſed him with two fine. 


children, and being as yet ignorant of my circum - 
ſtances, frankly offered me the aſliltance of his 
purſe and intereſt. I thanked him for his gene- 
rous intention, and made him acquainted with 


my ſituation, on which he congratulated me with 


great joy, and after I had ſtaid with him a whole 


„day and night, accompanied me back ro Eingſton, 
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to wait upon my father, whom he invited to his 
houſe : Don Rodriguez complied with his re- 
gueſt, and having been handſomely entertained 


cargo home- ward bound; after which he applied 
bimſelf fo heartily to the loading his ſhip, that 
with the aſſiſtance of Mr Thomſon, ſhe was full 
in leſs than ſix weeks. This kind gentleman like- 
wiſe procured for Do R odriguez, bills upon Lon- 


during the ſpace of a week, returned extremely ſup 

| well ſatisfied with the behaviour of my friend and of | 
| his lady, to whom, at parting, he preſented a cor 
| valuable diamond-ring, as a token of his eſteem, 5 
During the courſe of my converſation with Mr Ou! 
Thomſon, he let me know, that his and my old Po 
commander captain Oakhum was dead ſome Ju 
months, and that immediately after his death, a eal 
diſcovery. had been made of ſome valuable el. ne 

feds that he had feloniouſly ſecreted out of a prize, an 

by the aſſiſtance of Dr Mackſhane, who was now re 
actually i in priſon on that account, and being deſ- m 

| titute of friends, ſubſiſted ſolely on the charity or bc 
| my friend, whoſe bounty he had implored in ths. Cc 
1 moſt abject manner, after having been the barba- al 
| rous occafion of drivivg him to that terrible ex- la 
tremity on board of the Thunder, which 1 have al 
formerly related. Whatſoever this wretch it 
might have been guilty of, 1 applauded Mr ” 
Jpomſon's generoſity towards him in his diſtreſs, a 
which wrought fo. much upon me alſo, that 1 " 

ſent him ten piſtoles, in ſuch a private manner, $ 

that he could never know his benefactor. j 
While my father and ] were careſſed among the L 
gentlemen on ſhore, captain Bowling had wrote to t 

his owners, by the packet which failed a few days 1 

after our arrival, ſignifying his proſperous voyage 
hitherto, and deſiring them to enſure his ſhip and 

| 

| 
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don for the greateſt part of his gold and ſilver, 
by which means it was ſecured againſt the riſk of 
the ſeas and the enemy ; and before we failed, 
ſupplied us with ſuch large quantities of all kinds 
of ſtock, that not only we, but the whole ſhip's. 
company fared ſumptuouſly during the voyage. 
Every thing being ready, we took our leave of 
our kind entertainers, and going on board at 
Port. Royal, fer ſail for England on the firſt day of 
June. We beat up to windward, with fine 
ealy weather ; and one night, believing ourſelves 
near Piberoon, lay to, with an intention to wood 
and water next morning in the bay: While we 
remained in this ſituation, a ſailor having *drank. 
more new rum than he could carry, ſtaggering over 
board, and notwithſtanding all the means that 
could be uſed to preſerve him, went to the bottom 
and diſappeared. About two hours after this me- 
lancholy accident happened, as I enjoyed the cool 
air on the quarter-deck, I heard a voice riſing as 
it were out of the ſea, and calling, © Ho, the 
&« ſhip, a- hoy !?? Upon which, one of the men 
upon the forecaſtle cried, * VII be d -n'd, 
„ if that an't Jack Marlinſpike who went over- 
*« board !*? Not a little ſurprized at this event, I 
jumped into the boat that lay along fide, with 
the ſecond mate and four men, and rowing towards 
the place, from whence the voice (which repeated 
the hail) ſeemed: to proceed, we perceived ſome 
thing floating upon the water; when we had row- 
ed a little farther, we diſcerned it to be a man 
riding upon a hen-coop, who ſeeing us approach, 
pronounced with a hoarſe voice, D n your 
&« bloods ! why did you not anſwer when | hatled!? 
Our mate who was a veritable ſeaman, hearing. 


tins: falute, faid,, * By G—d,. my lads, this 1s 
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© none of our men This is the devil 
c pull away for the ſhip.” The fellows obeyed his 


command, without queſtion, and were already 


ſome fathoms on our return, when I inſiſted on 
their taking up the poor creature, and prevailed 
upon them to go back to the wreck, which, when 


we came near the ſecond time, and ſignified our 


intention, we received an anſwer of, A vaſt, avaſt 


particular, hecried, D n the ſhip, I was in hopes 
e it had been my own-—where are you bound?“ 
We gratified his curioſity in this too; upon which 
he ſuffered himſelf to be taken on board, and after 
being comforted with a dram, told us, he belong- 


ed to the Veſuvio man of war, upon a cruize off 


the iſland of Hiſpaniola; that he had fallen over- 
board about four and twenty hours ago, and the 
ſhip being under ſail, they did not chuſe to bring 
to, but toſſed a hen coop over board for his con- 


venience, upon which he was in good hopes of 


reaching the Cape next morning ; howſomever, 
he was as well content to be aboard of us, becauſe 


he did not doubt but that we ſhould meet his ſnip; 


and if he had gone aſhore in the bay, he might 
have been taken priſoner by the French. My 


uncle and father were very much diverted with the 
account of this fellow's unconcerned behaviour; 


and, in two days, meeting with the Veſuvio, as 


he expected, ſent him on board of her according, 


to his deſire. 

Having beat up 8 the wind ward paſ- 
ſage, we ſtretched tothe northward, and falling in 
with a weſterly wind, in eight weeks arrived in 
ſoundings, and in two days after made the Lizard, 


It is impoſſible to expreſs the joy I felt at fight 
of Engliſh ground! Don Rodriguez was not un- 


— 


«© what ſhip, brother?“ being ſatisfied in this 
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moved, and Strap ſhed tears of gladneſs — The 
ſailors profited by our ſatisfaction; the ſhoe that 


was nailed to the maſt, being quite filled with our i ' 8 
liberality.— My uncle reſolved to run up into the + 
 Powns at once, but the wind ſnifted when we + 1 08 


were a-breaſt of the iſle of Wight, he was obliged 3 
to turn into St Helens, and come to an anchor at = 
Spichead, to the great mortiſication of the crew, E. 
thirty of whom were immedlacely preſſæd on board 
of a man of war, 
My father and 1 went aſhore immediately to | 
| Portſmouth, leaving Strap with the captain to go * 
round with the ſhip, and take care of our effects; 0 
and I diſcovered ſo much impatience to fee my 
charming Narciſſa, that my father permitted me to $4 
ride acroſs the country to her brother's honſe; 
while he ſhould hire a poſt-chaiſe for London, 
where he would wait for me at a place to which 1. 
directed him. | 
Fired with all the eagerneſs of paſſion, I took 
polt that very night, and in the morning reached 
an inn, about three miles from the Squire's habita- 
tion. Here | remained till next evening, allaying 
the torture of my impatience, with the rapturous 
hope of ſeeing that divine creature, after an ab- 
: fence of eighteen months, which fo far from im- | 
paiting, had raiſed my love to the moſt exalted | 
pitch ! Neither were my reflection free from ap- | 
prehenſion, that ſometimes intervened in ſpite of 
all my hope, and repreſented her as having yielded 
to the importunity of her brother, and bleſſed the 
arms of an happy rival.— My thoughts were even 
maddened with the fear of her death; and when I 
arrived, in the dark, at the houſe of Mrs Sagely, "184 
J had not for ſome time courage to deſire ad- | 


; mittance, leaſt my ſoul ſhould be ſhocked with diſ · 
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mal tidings. At length, however, I knocked, and 
no ſooner certified the good gentlewoman of m 
voice, than ſhe opened the door, and received me 
with a moſt affectionate embrace, that brought 
tears into her aged eyes: “ For heaven's fake ! 
dear mother (cried [), tell me, how is Narcifla ? 
e is ſhe the ſame that I left her ?” She bleſſed my 
ears with ſaying, “ She is as beautiful, in as good 
6 health, and as much your's as ever,'—Tranſ- 
ported at this aſſurance, begged to know if I could 
not ſee her that very night; when this ſage matron 
gave me to underſtand that my miſtreſs was in 
London, and that things were ſtrangely altered in 
the Squire's houſe ſince my departure; that he 
had been married a whole year to Melinda, who 
at firſt found means to wean his attention ſo much 


trom Narciſſa, that he became quite carcleſs of 


that lovely ſiſter, comforting himſelf with the 
clauſe of his father's will, by which ſhe would for- 
feit her fortune, if ſhe ſnould marry without his 
conſent ;—that my miſtreſs being but indifferently 
treated by her ſiſter- in- law, had made uſe of her 
freedom ſome months ago, and gone to town, 


where ſhe was lodged with Miſs Williams, in ex- 


pectation of my arrival; and had been peſtured 


with the addreſſes of Lord Quiverwit, who, finding 


her heart engaged, had fallen upon a great many 
fhifts, to perſuade her that I was dead: but finding 
all his artifices unſucceſsful, and deſpairing of 
gaining her affection, he had conſoled himſelf, for 
her indifference, by marrying another lady ſome 
weeks ago, who had already left him on account 
of ſome family uneaſineſs. Beſides this intereſt- 


ing information, ſhe told me that there was not a 
great deal of harmony between Melinda and the 


Squire, who was ſo much diſguited at the number 
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of gallants who continued to hover about her e- 


ven after marriage, that he hurried her down in- 


to the country much againſt her inclination, where 
their mutual animoſities bad riſen to ſucha height, 
that they preſerved no decency before company 
or ſervants, but abuſed one another in the groſſeſt 
terms, 

This good old gentle woman, to give me a con- 
vincing proof of, my dear Narciſſa's unalterable 


love, gratiſtied me with a ſight of the laſt letter ſhe 


had favoured her with, in which [ was mentioned 
with fo much honour, tenderneſs, and concern, 
that my ſoul was fired wich impatience, and I de- 
termined to ride all night, that J might have it the 
ſooner in my power to make her happy. — Mrs 
Sagely perceiving my eagerneſs, and her mater- 
nal affection being equally divided between Nar- 
ciſſa and me, begged leave to mind me of the 
ſentiments with which J went abroad, that would 
not permit me for any felfiſh gratification, to pre- 
judice the fortune of that amiable young lady, 
who mult entirely depend upon me, after having 
beſtowed herſelf in marriage. I thanked her for 
her kind concern, and as briefly as poſſible de- 


ſcribed my flouriſhing ſituation, which afforded 


this humane perſon infinite wonder and ſatisfac- 
tiom l told her, that now I had the oppor- 
tuniry to manifeſt my gratitude for the obligation 
] owed, I would eadeavour to make her old age 
comfortably ealy ; as a ſtep to which, ] propo- 
ſed ſhe ſhould come and live with Narciſſa ard 

me. — Chis venerable gentlewoman was fo 
much affected with my words, that the tears ran 
down her antient cheeks ; ſhe thanked heaven 
that I had not belied the preſages ſhe had made, 


on her firſt acquaintance with me; acknowledg- 
Vor. II. „ 
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ing my generoſity, as ſhe called it, in the moſt e- 
legant and pathetic expreſions; but declined my 
propoſal, on account of her attachment to the dear 
melancholy cotage, where ſhe had fo peacefully 
conſumed her ſolitary widow- hood. Finding her 
immoveable on this ſubject, I inſiſted on her ac- 
cepting a preſent of thirty guineas, and took m 
leave, reſolving toaccommodate her with the ſame 
fum annually, for the more comfortable ſupport. 
of the inſirmities of age. 

Having rode all night, I found myſelf at Can- 
terbury in the morning, where 1 alighted to pro- 
cure eh horſes; and as I walked into the inn, 
perceived an apothecary's ſhop on the other ſide 
of the ſtreet, with the name of Morgan over the 
door: Alarmed at this diſcovery, I could not he] 
thinking that my old meſs-mate had ſettled in this 
place; and, upon enquiry, found my conjecture 
true, and that he was married lately to a widow 
of that city, by whom he had got three thouſand 
pounds. Rejoiced at this intelligence, I went 
to his ſhop as ſoon as it was open, and found my 


friend behind the counter, buſy in preparing a 


glyſter. I ſaluted him, at entrance, with © Your 
* ſervant, Mr Morgan.”——Upon which he 
looked at me, and replying, 4 Your moſt hum- 
<« ble ſervant, goot Sir;” rubbed his ingredients 
in the morter, without any emotion. What! 


<& (ſaid 1) Morgan, have you forgot old meſs- 


„ mate?” At theſe words he looked up again, 
and ſtarting, cried, <4 As Cor is my—lſure it 
„ cannot—yes, by my ſalfation, I pelieve it is 
* my tear friend Mr Rantom.”—— He was no 
ſooner convinced of my identity, than he threw 
down the peſtle, overſet the mortar, and jump- 
ing over the board, ſwept up the contents with 
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his cloaths, flew about my neek, hugged me af- 
fectionately, and daubed me all over with turpen- 
tine and the yolks of eggs, which he had been 
mixing when ] came in. Our mutual congra- 
tulations being over, he told me that he found 
himſelf a widower upon his return from the Weſt- 
Indies; that he had got intereſt to be appointed 
furgeon of a man of war, in which capacity he 
had ferved ſome years, until he married an apo- 
| thecary's widow, with whom he now enjoyed a 
pretty good ſum of money, peace and quict, and 
an indifferent good trade. —He was very defir- 
ous of hearing my adventures, which | aflured 
him I had not time to relate, but told him, in 
general, my circumſtances were very good, and 
that I hoped to ſee him when I ſhould not be in 
ſuch a hurry as at preſent. — He inſiſted, however, 
on my ſtaying breakfaſt, and introduced me to 
his wife, who ſeemed to be a decent, ſenſible 
woman, pretty well ſtricken in years. In the 
courſe of our converſation, he ſhewed the ſleeve- 
buttons, 1 had exchanged with him at our part- 
ing in the Welt-!ndies, and was not a little proud 
to ſee that I had preſerved his with the ſame care. 
When I informed him of Mackſhane's condition, 
he ſeemed at firſt to exult over his diftreſs.; but, 
after a little recollection, he ſaid, “ Well, he 
„ has paid me for his malice, I forgife him and 
* may Cot forgife him likewiſe.” He expreſſed 
great concern for the ſoul of captain Oakhum, 
which he believed was now gnaſhing its teeth; 
but it was ſome time before ] could convince him 
of Thomſon's being alive, at whoſe good fortune ; 
nevertheleſs he was extremely glad. | i 
| Having renewed our proteſtations of friend{hip,. 


J bid the honeſt W-lſhman and his ſpouſe farewell, 
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and taking polt- horſes, arrived at London that 
{ame night, where I fourd-my father in good 
health, to whom ] imparted what I had learned 
of Narciſſa —— This indulgent parent approved 
of my intention of marrying her, even without a 
fortune, provided her brother's conſent could not 
be obtained; promiſed to make over to me in a 
few days, a ſufficiency to maintain her in a fa- 
ſhionable manner, and expreſſed a deſire of ſee- 


ing this amiable creature who had captivated me 


ſo much.—As I had not ſlept the night before, 
and was beſides fatigued with my journey, I found 
myſelf under a neceſſity of taking ſome repoſe, 
and went to bed accordingly : next morning, a- 
bout ten o'clock, I took a chair, and, according 
to Mrs Sagely's directions, went to my charmer's 
lodgings, and enquired for Miſs Williams.--I had 
not waited in a parlour longer than a mmute, 
when this voung woman entered, and no ſooner 
perceived me, than ſhe ſhricked and ran back- 
ward; I got between her and the door, and claſp- 
ing her in my arms, brought her to herſelf by an 
embrace. * Good heaven, (cried ſhe) Mr Ran- 
« dom, is it you, indeed? My miſtreſs will run 
& diſtracted with joy.“ told her, it was from 


an apprehenſion that my ſudden appearance would 


have ſome bad effect on my dear Narciſſa, that I 
had deſired to ſeg her firſt; in order to concert 
ſome method of acquainting ber miſtreſs gradual- 
ly with my arrival. She approved of my con- 
duct, and after having yielded to the ſuggeſtions 
of her own friendſhip, in aſking if my voyage had 
been ſucceſsful, charged herſelf with that office, 
and left me glowing with deſire of ſeeing and em- 
| 0s the obje& of my love. In a very little 
time I heard ſomebody _—_ down ſtairs. in 
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haſte, and the voice of my angel pronounce, with 
an eager tone, O heaven! is it poſſible ! where 
„ js he??? How were my faculties arrouſed at 
this well-known ſound ! and how was my fou! 
tranſported, when ſhe broke in upon my view, 
in all the bloom of ripened beauty ! Grace. was 
in all her fleps, heaven in her eye, in every gcſ* 
ture dignity and love |! You, whole ſouls 
are ſuſceptible of the moſt delicate impreſſions, 
whoſe tender boſom's have felt the affecting viſ- 
ſitudes of love, who have ſuffered an abſence of 
eighteen long months from the dear object of your 
hope, and found, at your return, the melting fair 
as kind and conſtant as your heart could with ; 
do me juſtice on this occaſion, and conceive what 
unutterable rapture poſſeſſed us both, while we 


flew into one another's arms! This was no time 


for ſpeech, locked in a mutual embrace, we con- 
tinued ſome minutes in a filent trance of joy! 
When I thus encircled all that my foul held dear, 


while J hung over her beauties, beheid her eyes 


ſparkle, and every feature fluſh with virtuous 
fondneſs; when I ſaw her enchanting boſom 
heave with undiſſembled rapture, and knew my- 
{elf the happy cauſe, Heaven ! what was my ſi- 


tuation! J am tempted to commit my paper to 


the flames, and to renounce my pen for ever, be- 


cauſe its moſt ardent and lucky expreſſion ſo poor- 


ly deſcribes the emotions of my ſoul. O adorable 


Narcifſa ! {cried I) O miracle of beauty, love and 
truth! 1 at laſt fold thee in my arnis! I at 


laſt can call thee mine! no jealous brother ſhall 
thwart our happineſs again; Fortune hath at length 
recompenced me for all my ſufferings, and ena- 
. bled me to do jultice to my love. — The dear 
creature ſmiled ineffably charming, and, with. a 
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bock of bewitching tenderneſs, ſaid, © And ſhall 


* we never part again?“ . Never! (I replied) 
thou wonderous pattern of all earthly perfection! 
“ never, until death ſhall] divide us! by this am- 


4 broſial kiſs, a thouſand times more fragrant than 


the breeze that ſweeps the orange grove, I ne- 
& yer more will leave thee.“ 

As my firſt tranſport abated, my paſſion grew 
turbulent and unruly, I was giddy with ſtanding 
on the brink of bliſs, and all my virtue and phi- 
Joſophy were ſcarce ſufficient to reſtrain the inor- 
dinate ſallies of defire. — Narciſla perceived the 
conflict within me, and, with her uſual dignity 
of prudence, called off my imagination from the 
object in view, and, with eager expreſſions of 


intereſted curioſity, defired to know the particu- 
lars of my voyage — In this J gratified her incli- 


nation, bringing my ſtory down to the preſent 


hour. She was infinitely ſurprized at the cir- 


cumſtances of my finding my father, which brought 
rears into her lovely eyes. She was tranſported 
at hearing that he approved my flame, diſcovered 
a longing defire of being introduced to him, con- 


gratulated herſelf and me upon my good fortune, 


and obſerved that this great and unexpected ſtroke 


of fate ſeemed to have been brought about by the 


immediate direction of Providence — Having en- 
tertained ourſelves ſome hours with the genuine 
effuſions of our ſouls, I obtained her conſent to 
compleat my happineſs as ſoon as my father ſhould 
judge it proper ; and applying with my own hands 


a valuable necklace, compoſed of diamonds and 
amethyſts ſet alternately, which an old Spaniſh 


lady at Paraguay preſented me with, I took my 
leave, promiſing to return in the afternoon with 


Don riguez.— When I went home, this 
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generous parent enquired very affectionately a- 
bout the health of my dear Nareiſſa, to whom, 
that I might be the more agreeable, he put in- 
to my hand a deed, by which 1 found myſelf in 
poſſeſſion of fifteen thouſand pounds, excluſive of 
the profits of my own merchandize, which a- 
mounted to three thouſand more. After 
dinner, I accompanied him to the lodging of my 
miſtreſs, who being dreſſed for the occafion, made 
a moſt dazling appearance. I could perceive him 
ſtruck with her figure, which, I really think, 
was the moſt beautiful that ever was created un- 


der the ſun.— He embraced her tenderly, and 


told her, he was proud of having a ſon who had ſpi- 
rit to attempt, and qualifications to engage, the 
affections of ſuch a fine lady. She bluſhed 
at this compliment, and with eyes full of the ſoft- 

eſt langaiſhment turned upon me, ſaid, ſhe would 
have been unworthy of Mr Random's attention, 

had ſhe been blind to his extraordinary merit. 
Il made no other anſwer, than a low bow. 
My father ſighing, pronounced, “Such ence 
„ was my Charlotte!“ while the tear ruſhed in- 
to his eyes, and the tender heart of Narciſſa ma- 
nifeſted itſelf into two precious drops of ſympa- 
thy, which, but for his preſence, I would have 
kiſſed away. Without repeating the particulars 
of our converſation, I ſhall only obſerve, that 
Don Rodriguez was as much charmed with her 
appearance ; and ſhe was no leſs pleaſed with his 
underſtanding and polite addreſs, it was 
determined, that he ſhould write to the Squire, 
ſignifying his approbation of my paſhon for his 
ſiſter, and offered a ſettlement which he ſhould 
have no reaſon to reject; and that, if he mould 
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_ refuſe the propoſal, we would crown our mutual 
wiſhes without any farther regard. 


Ce HAP. LXVIII. 


My father makes a preſent to Narciſſa----the leiter is diſpatch- 
ed to her brother---1 appear among my acquointanee--- Bans 
ter's behaviour---the Squire refuſes his confent---my uncle 
eomes to town---vpproves of my choice---T am married--- 
we meet the Squire and his lady at the play-=-our aequaint- 
ance 15 courted. 


X FTER having ſpent the evening tothe ſatiſ- 
1 faction of all preſent, my father addreſſed 
himſelf thus to Narciſſa: Madam, give me leave 
« to conſider you hereafter as my daughter, in 
& which capacity I inſiſt upon your accepting this 
“ firft inſtance of my paternal duty and affection.“ 
With theſe words, he put into her hand a bank- 
note for 500] which ſhe no ſooner examined, than 
with a low curtſey ſhe replied, Dear Sir, though I 
« have not the leaſt occaſion for this ſupply, I 
„ have too great a veneration for you, to refuſe 
« this proof of your generoſity and eſteem, which 
the more freely receive, becauſe I already look 
„ upon Mr Random's intereſt as inſeparably con- 
„ nected with mine.” He was extremely well 


pleaſed at her frank and ingenious reply, upon 


which we ſaluted, and wiſhed her good night. — 
The letter, at my requeſt, was diſpatched to Suſ- 
ſex by an expreſs, and, in the mean time, Don 
Rodriguez, to grace my nuptials, hired a ready 
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Turniſhed- houſe, and ſet up a very handſome equi- 
Page. | 

g Though | paſſed the greateſt part of the day 
with the darling of my foul, I found leifyre ſome- 
times to be among my former acquaintance, who 
were aſtoniſhed at the magnificence of my appear- 
ance : Banter, in particular, was confounded at 
the ſtrange viciſſitudes of my fortune, the cauſes of 
which he endeavoured in vain to diſcover, until I 
thought fit to difclofe the whole ſecret of my laſt 


voyage, partly in confideration of our former inti- 


macy, and partly to prevent unfavourable conjec- 
tures which he and others, in all probability, would 
have made in regard to my circumſtances. He 
profeſſed great ſatisfaction at this piece of news, 
and ] had no cauſe to believe him inſincere, when 
I conſidered that he would now look upon himſelf 
as acquitted of the debt he owed me, and, at 


the ſame time, flatter himſelf with hopes of bor- 


rowing more. ] carried him home to dinner with 


me, and my father liked his converſation ſo much, 


that, upon hearing his difficulties, he defired me 
to accommodate him for the preſent, and enquire 
if he would accept of a commiſſion in the ar- 
my, towards the purchaſe of which he would wil- 
lingly lend him money. Accordingly, I gave my 
friend an opportunity of being alone with me, 


when, as I expected, he told me, that he was juſt | 


on the point of being reconciled to an old rich 
uncle, whoſe heir he was, but wanted a few pieces 
for immediate expence, which he deſired I would 


lend him, and take his bond for the whole. His 


demand was limited to ten guineas ; and when 1 


put twenty into his hands, he ſtared at me for 

{ome moments, then putting it into his purſe, ſaid, 

Ay ' tis all one, - you'll have the whole in a very 
Nor. II. Uu 
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« ſhort time.” When I had taken his note to ſaye 
the expence of a bond, I expreſſed ſome ſurprize that 
a fellow of his ſpirit ſhould loner away his time in 
idleneſs, and aſked why he did not chuſe to make 
his fortune in the army.—* What (ſaid he) 
«© throw away money upon a fubaltern's commiſ- 
« ſion, to be under the command of a parcel of 
& ſcoundrels, who have raiſed themſelves above 
« me by the moſt infamous practices! no, I love 
c independency too well to ſacrifice my life, 
«© health and pleaſure, for ſuch a pitiful conſider- 
ation.“ —— Finding him averſe to this way of 
life, I changed the ſubject, and returned to Don 
Rodriguez, who had juit received the following 
epiltle trom the Squire. 


«SIR, TO” 
50 Oncerning a letter which I received, ſub- 
66 {cribed R. Random, this is the anſwer.-- 


« As for you, I know nothing of yoy.— Your 
« ſon, or pretended fon, | hare feen ; if he mar- 
« ries my ſiſter, at his peril be it; I do declare, 
te that he ſhall not have one farthing of her for- 
„tune, which becomes my property if ſhe takes a 
c huſband without my conſent. -- Yuur ſertlement, 
6 I do believe, is all a ſham, and yourſelf no bet- 
ter than you ſhould be; but if you had all the 
&s wealth of the Indies, your ſon ſhall never match 
* in our family, with the conſent of 

« ORSON Tor EHATL T.“ 


My father was not much ſurprized at this polite 
letter, after having heard the character of the au- 
thor: and for me, I was even pleaſed at his re- 
ſuſal, becauſe I now had an opportunity of ſhew- 
ing my diſintereſted love. By his permiſſion I 
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waited on my charmer ; and having imparted the 
contents of her brother's letter, at which the w ept 
bitterly, i in ſpite of all my confolation and careſſes, 
the time of our marriage was fixed at the diſtance 
of two days. — During this interval, in which my 
ſoul was wound up to the laſt ſtretch of rapturovs 
expectation, Narciſſa endeavoured to reconcile 
ſome of her relations in town to her marriage with 
me; but finding them all deaf to her remon- 
ſtrances, either out of envy or prejudice ; ſhe told 
me with the molt enchanting ſweetneſs, while the 
tears bedewed her lovely cheeks, © Sure the world 
will no longer queſtion your generoſity, when 
« you take a poor forlorn beggar to your arms.”” 
Affected with her ſorrow, I preſſed the fair mourner 
to my breaſt, and {wore that ſhe was more dear and 
welcome on that account, becauſe ſhe had ſacriſi- 
 ced her friends and fortune to her love for me, 
My uncle, for whoſe character ſhe had a great ve- 
neration, being by this time come to town, I in- 
troduced him to my bride; and although he was 
not very much ſubject to refined ſenſations, he was 
ſtruck dumb with admiration at her beauty. Af- 
ter having kiſſed and gazed at her for ſome owes 
he turned to me, ſaying, © Odds bobs, Rory! 

here's a notable prize indeed, mely built, and 
« cloriouſly rigged, I faith! if ſhe an't well man- 
© ned when you have the command of her, firrah, 

«© you deſerve to go to ſea in a cockle-{hell. No 
« offence, I hope, niece 3 you muſt not mind 
e what I fay, being (as the ſaying is) a plain ſea- 
& faring man, thof mayhap I have as much regard 
* for you as another.” She received him with 


great civility, told him, ſhe had Jonged a great | 


while to ſee a perſon to whom ſhe was ſo much in- 


debted for bis generoſi yt to Mr Random, that ſhe 
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looked upon him as her uncle, by which name ſire 
begged leave to call him for the future, and that 
ſhe was very ſure he could ſay nothing that would 
give her the leaſt offence. The honeſt captain was 
tranſported at her courteous behaviour, and inſiſted 
upon giving her away at the ceremony, ſwearing 
that he loved her as well-as if ſhe was his own 
child, and that he would give two thouſand guineas 
to the firſt fruit of our love, as ſoon as it could. 


ſqueak. Every thing being prepared for the ſo- 


lemnization of our nuptials, which were to be per- 
formed privately at my:- father's houſe, the auſpici- 
ous hour arrived, when Don Rodriguez and my 
uncle went in the coach to fetch the bride and 
Miſs Williams; leaving me with a parſon, Banter, 


and Strap, neither of whom had as yet ſeen my. 


charming miſtreſs. My faithful valet, who was on 


Oo 


the rack of impatience to behold a lady of whom 


he had heard ſo much, no ſooner underſtood that 


the coach was returned, than he placed himſelf at 
a window to have a-peep at her as ſhe alighted; 


and when he ſaw her, he clapped his hands toge- 


ther, turned up the white of his eyes, and with his 
mouth wide open, remained in a fort of extaſy, 
which broke out into, 2 Dea gerte] qualis in 


« Eurote ripis, aut per juga Cynthi exercet Dia- 
© na choros !''— The doctor and Banter were ſur- 


prized to hear my man ſpeak Latin, but when my 
father led Narciſſa into the room, the object of 
their admiration was foon changed, as appeared in 


the countenance of both. — Indeed they muſt have 


been the moſt inſenſible of all beings, could they 


have beheld without emotion the divine creature 


that approached ! She was dreffed in a ſack of 


White ſattin, embroidered on the breaſt with gold; 
the crown of her head was covered with a. ſmall. 
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French cap, from whence deſcended her beautiful 
hair in ringlets, that waved upon her ſnowy neck, 
which dignified the necklace Ihad given her; her 
looks glowed with modeſty and love; and her. 
boſom, through the veil of gauze that ſhaded it, 
afforded a proſpect of Elyſium !— received this 
ineſtimable gift of Providence as became me; and. 
in a little time the clergyman did his office, my. 
uncle, at his own earneſt requeſt, acting the part 
of a father to my dear Narciſſa, who trembled very. 
much, and had ſcarce ſpirits ſufficient to ſupport. 
her under this great change of ſituation —Soon as 
ſhe was mine by the laws of heaven and earth, I. 
printed a burning kiſs upon her lips, my father: 
embraced her tenderly, my uncle hugged her with. 
great affection, and J preſented her to my friend. 
Banter, who faluted her in a very polite manner; 
Miſs Williams hung round her neck, and wept. 
plentifully ; while Strap fell upon his knees, and. 
begged to kiſs his lady's hand, which ſhe pre- 
ſented with great affability. [ ſhall not pre- 
tend to deſcribe my own feelings atthis juncture z 
let it ſuffice to ſay, that after having ſupped and: 
entertained ourſelves till ten o'clock, 1 cautioned 
my Narciſſa againſt expoſing her health by ſitting: 
up too late, and ſhe was prevailed upon to with» 
draw with her maid to an apartment deſtined for 
us. When ſhe left the room, her face was over- 
fpread with a bluſh that ſet all my blood in a 
ſtate of fermentation, and made every pulſe beat 
with tenfoid vigour ! She. was ſo cruel as to let 
me remain in this condition a full half. hour; 
when, no longer able to reſtrain my impatience, 
L broke from the company, burit into her cham- 
ber, puſhed out her confidante, locked the door, 
and found her — 0 heaven and earth! a. feaſt, 
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a thouſand times more delicious than my moſt 
ſanguine hope preſaged !-—— But let me not pro- 
fane the chaſte myſteries of Hymen—l was the 
happieſt of men. : 

In the morning I was awaked by three or four 
drums, which Banter had placed under the win- 
dow ; upon which I withdrew the curtain, and 
enjoyed the unſpeakable ſatisfaction of contem- 
plating thofe angelic charms, which were now in 


my poſſeſſion! Beauty ! which, whether ſleeping 


er awake, ſhot forth peculiar grates The light 
darting upon my Narcifla's eyes, ſhe awoke alſo, 


and recollecting her ſituation, hid her bluſhes in 


my boſom.— I was diſtracted with joy! 1 
could not believe the evidence of my ſenſes ; and 
looked upon all that had happened as the fictitions 
of a dream ! In the mean time my uncle knocked 


at the door, and bid me turn out, fer I had had 


a Jong ſpell. - got up accordingly, and ſent 
Miſs Williams to her miſtreſs, myſelf receiving 


the congratulations of Capt. Bowling who rallied 


me in his ſea phraſe, with great ſucceſs. —In leſs 
thay an hour, Don Rodriguez led my wife in to 
breakfaſt, where ſhe received the compliments of 
the company on her looks, which, they ſaid, if 
Poſſible, were improved by matrimony.— As her 
delicate ears were offended with none of thoſe in- 
decent ambiguities, which are too often ſpoke on 
fuch occaſions, ſhe behaved with dignity, unaf- 
fected modeſty, and eaſe; and as a teſtimony of 
my affection and eſteem, I preſented her in pre- 


fence of them all, with a deed, by which I ſettled 
the whole fortune I was poſſeſſed of, on her and 


her heirs for ever — She accepted it with a 
glance of moſt tender acknowledgment, obſerved 


that ſhe could not be ſurprized at any thing of 
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this kind I ſhould do, and defired my father to 
take the trouble of keeping it, ſaying, © Next to 
„ my own Mr Random, you are the perſon in 
* whom I ought to have the greateſt confidence.” 
Charmed with her prudent and ingenuous man- 


ner of proceeding, he took the paper, and aſſured 


her, that it ſhould not loſe its value, while in his 
cuſtody, 


As we had not many viſits to give and receive; 


the little time we ſtaid in town was ſpent in going 
to public diverſions, where, I have the vanity to 
think Narciſſa ſeldom was eclipſed. — One night, 
in particular, we had ſent our footman to keep 
one of the ſtage boxes, which we no ſocner en- 
tered, than we perceived in the oppolite box the 
Squire and his lady, who ſeemed not a little ſur- 
prized at ſeeing us. I] was pleaſed at this oppor- 


tunity of confronting them; the more, becauſe _ 


Melinda was robbed of all her admirers by my 
wife, who happened that night to outſhine her 
liſter both in beauty and dreſs.—She was piqued 
at Narciſſa's victory, toſſed her head a thouſand 


different ways, flirted her fan, looked at us with 


diſdain, then whiſpered to her huſband, and 
broke out into an affected giggle ; but all her arts 
proved ineffectual, either to diſcompole Mrs 
Random, or to conceal her own mortification, 
which at length forced her away long before the 
play was done. 'The news of our marriage 


being ſpread, with many circuraſtances to our 


diſadvantage by the induſiry of this malignant 
creature, a certain ſet of perſons fond of ſcandal, 

2gan to enquire into the particulars of my for- 
tune, which they no ſooner underſtood to be in- 


dependent, than the tables were turned, and our 
acquaintance was courted as much as it had been 
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«deſpiſed before: But Narciſſa had too much dig- 


nity of pride, to encourage this change of conduct, 
eſpecially in her relations, whom ſhe could never 


be prevailed upon to ſee after the malicious re- 


Ports they had raiſed to her prejudice. 


——_— 


CHAP. LXIX. 


My father intends to viſit the place of his nativity--- we pro- 
Poſe to accompany bim---my uncle renews his will in my fa- 
 vour, detervining to go to ſea gain - ue ſet out for Scot- 
land---arrrve at Edinburgh. purchaſe our paternal eftate--= 
Proceed to it halt at the town where I was educated---take 
p my bond to Crab--the behaviour of Potion and his wife, and 
one of my female couſins---our reception at the eſtate = Strap 
marries Miſs Williams, and is ſcitled by my father to his 
own ſatisfattion---T am more and more happy, 


V father intending to reviſit his native coun- 
try, and pay the tribute of a few tears at 
mother's grave, Narciſſa and l reſolved to ac- 


company him in the execution of this pious office, 


and accordingly prepared for the journey; in 
which, however, my uncle would not engage, 
being reſolved to try his fortune once more at ſea. 
In the mean time, he renewed his will and favour 
of my wite-and me, and depoſited it in the hands 
of his brother-in-law : While I (that I might not 
be wanting to my own intereſt) ſummoned the 


Squire to produce his father's will at Doctor's 
Commons, and employed a proctor to manage 


the affair in my abſence, 
Every thing being thus ſettled, we took leave 
of all our friends in London, and fet out for 
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Scotland, Don Rodriguez. Nurciffh, Miſe Wil 


liams, and | in the coach, and Strap with two men 
in livery on horſeback : As we made eaſy ſtapes, 
my charmer held it out very well, till we arrived 
at Edinburgh, where we propoſed to reſt ourſclves 
ſome weeks. People of our figure could nor fail 
of attracting the notice of ſuch a ſnall place, where, 
as ſoon as our family was known, we were load- 
ed with careſſes, and Narcifſa was ſo much plea- 
ſed with the civilities ſhe received, that ſhe pro- 
teſted ſhe would never deſire to live in any other 
part of the world. | 

Here Don Rodriguez having intell'gence that 
his nephew the fox hunter had ſpent his eſtate, 
which was to be expoſed to ſale by public auction, 
he determined to make a purchaſe of the ſpot 


where he was born, and actually bought the whole 


of his father's lands. 

in a few days after the bargain was made, we 
left Edinburgh, in order to go and take pc ſſeſſion; 
and by the way, halted one night in the town 
where ] was educated ——— Upon enquiry, I 
found that Mr Crab was dead; whereupon | fent 
for his executor, paid the ſum 1 owed, with inte- 
reſt, and took my bond Mr Potion and his 
wife, hearing ot our arrival, had the aſſurance to 
come to the inn where we lodged, and ſend up 
their names, with a deſire of being permitted to 
pay their reſpe&< to my father and me: But 
their ſordid behaviour towards me, when I was 
an orphan, had made too deep an impreſſion on 
my mind to be effaced by this mean mercenary 


piece of condeſcenfion ; i therefore rejected their 


meſſage with diſdain, and bid Strap tell them, 
Vor. II. Ax 
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that my father and I defired to have no commu 
- nication with ſuch low minded wretches, as they 


They had not been gone half an hour, when 


a woman, without any ceremony,. opened the 
door of the room where we fat, and making to- 
wards my father, accoſted him with, Uncle, 
« your ſervant---I am glad to ſee you.”---"Chis 


was no other than one of my female couſins men- 


tioned in the firſt part of my memoirs, to whom 
Don Rodriguez replied, © Pray, who are you, 
« madam ?”---* O! (cried the) my coufin Rory, 
% there, knows me very well-----Don't you re- 


„ member me, Rory?“ © Yes, madam (faid 


_ «6 Sir, this one of the young ladies, who (as I 


« 1) for my own part, I ſhall never forget you. 


© have formerly told you) treated me ſo humane- 


ec ly in my childhood!“ When | pronounced 
+ theſe words, my father's reſentment glowed in 


his viſage, and he ordered her to begone; with 


fright, muttering curſes as ſhe went down ſtairs: 
We afterwards learned that ſhe was married to 


fach a commanding aſpe&, that ſhe retired in a 


an enſign, who had already ſpent all her fortune; 
and that her ſiſter had bore a child to hermother's 


footman, who is now her huſband, and keeps a 


petty ale-houſe in that country. 


© 
\ 
0 


The fame of our flouriſhing condition having 


arrived at this place before us, we got notice that 
the magiſtrates intended next day to compliment 
Is with the freedom of their town; upon which 
my father conſidering their complaiſance in the 
right point of view, ordered the horſes to the coach 
4' in the morning, when we preceeded to our 
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eſtate, which lay about a dozen of miles from this 


place. 


When we came within half a league of the 


houſe, we were met by a prodigious number of 


poor tenants, men, women and children, who 


teſtified their joy by loud accclamations, and ac- 
companied our coach to the gate. — As there is 
no part of the world, in which the peaſants are 
more attached to their Lords. than in Scotland, 
we were almoſt devoured by their affection, in 
getting out of the coach : My father had always 


deen their favourite, and now that he appeared 


their maſter, after being thought dead ſo long, 
their joy broke out in a thouſand extravagancies : 
When we got into the court yard, we were ſur- 
rounded by a vaſt number, who crowded toge- 
ther ſo cloſely to (ee us, that ſeveral were in dan- 
ger of being ſqueezed to death; thoſe who were 
near Don Rodriguez fell upon their knees, and 
kiſſed his hand, or the hem of his garment, pray- 
ing aloud for long life and proſperity to him ; 0- 
thers approached Narcifſa and me in the ſame 
manner ; while the reſt clapped their hands at a 
diſtance, and invoked heaven to ſhower its choiceſt 
bleſſings on our heads ! In ſhort, the whole 


ſcene, though rude, was ſo affecting, that the | 
gentle partner of my heart wept over it, and my 
father himſelf could not refrain from dropping a 


Tears: a | 8 
Having welcomed his daughter - and me to his 
houſe, he ordered ſome bullocks to be killed, art 
ſome hogſheads of ale to be brought from the neigh- 
bouring village, to regale thoſe honeſt people, who 
had not enjoyed ſuch a holiday for many years [ 
fore. . 
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Next day we were vifited by the gentlemen in 
the. neighbourhood, mott of them vur relations, 
ond of whom brought along with him my couſin, 
the fox hunter, u ho had ſtaid at his houſe, ſince he 
was Obliged to leave his own, My father was ge- 
nerous enough to receive. him kindly, and even 
promifed to purchaſe for him a commiſhon in the 
army, at which he expreſſed great thankfulneſs 
and joy. 

My charming Narcifſa was univerſally admi- 
red aud loved tor her beauty, affability and good 
ſenſe; and ſo well pleaſed with the fituation of 
the place, and the company around, that ſhe 
has not yet diſcovered the leaſt defire of chan- 
ging her habitation. . 

We had not been many 45 ſetled when [ 
prevailed upon my father to pay a viſit to the vil- 
lage where had. been at ſchool, Here we were 
received by the principal inhabitants, who enter- 
tained us. in the church, where Mr Syntax, the 
ſchool matter, (my tyrant being dead) pronounced 


a Latin ſpeech in honour. of our family: And 


none exerted themſelves more than Strap's father 
and relations, who looked upon the honeſt valct 
as the firit gentleman ot their race, and honoured 
his benefactors accordingly.— Having received 
the homage of this place we retired, leaving forty 


pounds tor the benefit of the poor of the. parith z 
aud that very night, Strap being a little clerated 


with the regard that. had been thewn to him, and 


to me on his account, ventured to tell me, that he 


had a ſneaking kindneſs for Miſs Williams, and 
that it his lady and 1 would uſe our intereſt in his 


that if his lady and 1 would uſe our intereſt in his 


dehe 
add! 
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behalf, he did not doubt that ſhe would liſten to his 
addreſſes. Surpriſcd at this propoſal, | aſked if he 
knew the ſtory of that unfortunate young gentle- 
woman: Upon. which, he replied, ++ Yes, yes, I 


% know what you mcan—ihe has been unhappy J 


« grant you—but what of that? 1 am convinced 
« 0. her reformation ; or elſe you and my good 


As for the cenſure of the world, , value it not a 
64 figs end, beſides the world knows nothing of 


— 


lady would nut treat her with ſuch relpect. — 


„ the matter.” i commended his phi oſophy, 


and intereſted Narciſſa in his cauſe; who inter- 
ceded ſo effectually, that, in a little time, Miſs 
Williams yielded her conſent, and they were mar— 
ried with the approbation of Don Rod iguez, 
who gave him ive hundred pounds to itock a 
farm, and made him overſeer ot his eſtate. M 
generous bed-tellow gave her maid the like ſum ; 
ſo that they live in great peace and plenty, with 
in half a mile of us, and daily put up prayers for 
our preſervation. 5 
If there be ſach a thing as true happineſs on 
earth, enjoy it. — Ihe impetuvu- tranſports of my 
| pathon are row ſettled and mellowed into endear- 
ing fondneſs and tranquillity of love, rooted by that 
intimate connection and interchange of hearts, 
which nought but virtuous wedlock can produce. 
Fortune ſecins determined to make ample amends 
for her former cruelty ; tor my proctor writes, that 
notwithitanuing the clauſe in my father- in law's 
will, on which ue Squire founds ts claim. « thall 
certainly recover my wife's fortune, in conſe- 
quence of a codicil annexed, which explains that 
clauſe, and linwis. her reitriction to che age of 
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Aiteteen, after which ſhe was at her own diſpoſal. 


I would have ſet out for London immedi- 
ately after receiving this piece of intelligence, but 
my dear angel has been qualmiſh of late, and be- 
gins to grow remarkably round in the waiſt ; ſo 


that | cannot leave her in ſuch an intereſtin Aru 
ation, which, I hope, will produce ſomething to 


crown my felicity. 
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